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apptobatton  of  tiia  twifnefid  pope  %eo  xill. 


Amouc^s  Collioi.  Vii  dell'  UhilitI. 
BoMi,  Msrcb  »,  ISn. 

His  Holiness  was  more  than  usually  pleased  with  your 
"PICTOBIiL  LIVES  OF  THE  SAINTS."  He  greatly 
admired  both  bikdino  and  tLLD^ntATiONS,  and  requested 
me  to  express  to  you  his  satisfaction.  He  sends  you  a 
special  blessing,  hoping  that  you  will  ever  coDtiane  in  your 
good  undertaking,  and  that  yonr  work  may  be  crowned 
with  deserTing  success.  Begging  leave  lo  join  my  own 
humble  yet  sincere  congratulations,  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  with  great  respect, 

Yonre  truly  in  Christ, 

L  E.  HOSTLOT,  BeOor. 


APPBOBATIONa 


AO0t  IRcv.  peter  V.  ftenrlcli,  S).S).,  Archbisbop  of  st 

Loais. 

Please  accept  my  thanks  for  a  copy  of  the  Pictorial  Livks  op 
TBK  8AIKT8  published  by  you.  With  lag  it  aa  exteasife  clrciilatloii,  I 
remain,  etc. 

ilSoat  1RCV.   XL.  X.   <3race,  D.H).,   Titular  Arcbbisbop  of 
Siunia : 

...  In  this  age  of  materialism  the  spirit  of  niety  is  in  dani^r  of 
dying  out,  and  there  is  hardly  a  more  effective  means  to  preserve  it 
alive  and  active  than  in  keeping  before  us  the  example  of  the  lives  and 
the  holy  maxims  of  the  Saints.  Tonr  book  la  well  ealcuUted  in  nU  its 
featnrM  to  attract  readers,  and  in  this  lies  its  special  merit  and  its  claim 
to  our  heartiest  rommeBdation. 

OSOBX  fRCV.  50bn  tbCnncee^f   H).©.,  Arcbbisbop  of  Du- 
buque : 

...  I  am  much  pleased  witli  the  work,  and  shall  with  pleasure  im- 
prove every  opportunity  afforded  me  of  recommending  it  to  the  priests 
and  people  of  this  diocese.    Please  send  me  two  copies. 

AO0t  IReV,  5.  J9.  SalpOlnte»  S).S).,  Arcbbisbop  of  SanU 
F6: 

...  I  consider  it  as  enlBeatly  ea1ea1ated«  by  fto  oowpeadloai  fbm, 
to  be  plaoed  wtthia  the  reach  of  naay  people*  and  to  become  a  family 
book  among  the  Catholics  of  oar  country. 

AO0t  'Rev.  t>.  5.  V^ntXf  2).2)„  Arcbbiahop  of  Pbiladelpbia  : 

...  It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  add  mj  aane  to  those  of  the  naay 
prelates  who  have  reeonneaded  this  excellent  pablleatloa.  You  will 
please  to  send  twelve  copies  of  the  work  to  my  address. 

A 
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AO0t  IRcv.  Wim.  I).  <3rod0»  Q.QS.lR.f  S).S).t  Archbisliop 

of  Oregon  City : 

. . .  Tour  new  edition  of  Lives  of  ths  8Anm  ban  the  merit  of 
breTiij— €hlldn?n  do  not  like  long:  stoiiee.  Ai  fkr  m  mj  rapid  f Unee 
•rer  Ikeoi  pemllted  me  to  Jndfe*  they  are  alM  well  written.  I  admire 
espedallj  the  enfpravings.  For  iheir  flue  Catholic  tone  and  artistio 
merit  they  fordblj  remind  one  of  the  splendid  woodcuts  which  orna- 
ment the  ricii  Catholic  literature  of  Germany.  These  engraTings  will 
render  your  bo<ik  particularly  attractive  and  also  instructive  to  the 
young,  though  I  trust  that  many  older  ones  may  not  deem  it  amiss  to 
read  the  ^*  Qowpel  put  In  practice,"  as  ascetics  call  the  lives  of  the  Saints. 
I  pray  that  year  new  werk  nay  be  read  by  many  for  the  greater  glory 
of  God  and  tlie  good  of  souls. 

AO0t    IRCV.   (TbOmaS    S)UbameIt    S).S).,   Archbishop    of 
Ottawa : 

. . .  This  very  interesting  work  cannot  fail  to  do  frood  to  all  who  shall 
read  it.  I  not  only  approTe  of  It,  bst  wonld  bcig  trtrj  Kmrllsh-readlag 
Catholic  fkally  of  mj  dloeeie  to  bay  s  copy. 

AO0t  IReV.  SObn  5,  Itain,  2).D.,  Coadjutor  Archbishop  of 
St.  Louis : 

It  is  a  werk  whlrh  will  be  weleoved  by  atasy  doTont  poraoss  who 
love  to  study  the  lives  and  heroic  deed:)  of  the  Saints,  but  who  have  not 
time  to  peruse  lengthy  details. 

A06t  IReV.  C.  0*1B  icn,  ©.2).,  Archbishop  of  Halifax : 

...  I  thoald  bo  pleaood  to  we  it  widely  read  la  my  dioeeso.  I  hope 
It  may  have  an  extensive  sale  everywhere. 

iftoet  IReV.  f.  J.  ftatser,  ©.2).,  Archbishop  of  MUwaukee : 

.  . .  Ton  may  add  my  name  to  those  of  the  other  Bishops.  I  wosld 
ftol  Tery  happy  If  thli  exeelleat  fhnlly  book  wonld  be  Ibaad  la  every 
hoasobold  of  my  dloeeoo. 

Vfdbt  IReV.  WinU   <3C0.   ItCClOBliC^,   S).S).»  Bishop  of 
Louisville : 

By  making  them  familiar  with  the  lives  of  the  martyrs  and  confes- 
S9rs  of  the  Church,  this  book  seems  admirably  adapted  to  the  religious 
instruction  of  children,  and  I  would  therefore  oaraestly  rooMamamd  V\A 
latrodactlMr  imU  •fij  CmUaoUe  komgekoU, 
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fRigbt  VCV.  TOm*  ^"bata,  1S>.JD.,  Bishop  of  Scranton : 

The  Til  VIES  are  short,  practical,  and  give  a  sufficient  outline  of  the 
pilgriina^e  and  trials  of  the  Saints  on  earth.  I  am  sure  it  is  a  work  that 
will  do  a  great  deal  of  good  among  the  fklthfU  at  large,  and  the  illus- 
trations  will  make  it  ))aiticularly  acceptable  to  Catholic  youth. 

•Rigbt  1RCV.  XL.  /ftUllcn,  W,'S>.f  Bishop  of  Erie  : 

Your  Pictorial  Lives  of  tbb  Saints,  to  which  you  have  asked  my 
attention,  lius  l)cen  already  commended  by  me  as  desired.  To  thai 
commendation  1  have  nothing?  to  add  except  that  the  great  reduction 
you  have  made  in  the  price  of  the  lx>ok  will  now  enable  all  to  secure  for 
private  and  family  use  one  of  the  most  edifying  and  InstrnctlTe  pabllca- 
tionii  that  have  lately  issuetl  from  the  press. 

■Riflbt  "Rev,  S.  D.  "RBan,  1B>.W.,  Bishop  of  Buffalo : 

We  are  moch  pleSHed  nith  the  book,  and  authorize  you  to  nneoar 
name  In  approbation  of  It,  hoping  that  the  bright  and  attractive  volume 
will  entice  the  public,  the  young  particularly,  to  read  about,  and  then 
love  and  imitate,  the  Saints. 

l?(flbt  IRCV.  X0Ui6  /ft.  finK  ©.S.J3.,  'B.W.,    Bishop   of 
Iji^uvenworth  : 

...  It  supplies  a  want  long  felt  by  English-speaking  Catholics,  aa  it 
places  within  their  reach  a  cheap  and  [K>pular  edition  of  the  lives  of  the 
Saints.  As  nothing  can  conduce  more  to  foster  a  spirit  of  piety  among 
the  faithful  than  this  kind  of  reading,  I  trust  it  will  receive  a  wide- 
spread circulation  and  become  a  household  book  in  every  Catholic 
family,  and  I  will  do  what  I  ean  to  enconrage  its  circulation  In  my 
diocene. 

1?f0bt  fRcv.  l^upert  Sefbcnbueb,  O.S.X.f  S).2).,  Titular 

Bishop  of  Halia : 

These  Lives  of  thk  Saints  are  short  and  to  the  point,  and  by  their 
cheapness  as  well  as  shortness  will  enable  poor  people  to  buy  them  and 
read  them,  which  will  hardly  be  the  case  with  the  larger  editions  already 
published.  I  have  no  hesitation  to  say  that  they  will  do  a  great  deal  of 
good,  and  have  ny  hearty  reeomneadatloa. 

•Rffibt  1Rev.  %.  %.  Aoreau,  D.2),,  Bishop  of  St.  Hyacinthe : 

Je  vous  suis  bien  reoonnalssant  de  renvoi  que  vous  avez  blen  voulu 
me  faire  d'un  ezemplaire  du  beau  llvre  que  vous  venes  d'6diter  sous  le 
litre  de  Pictokxal  Livks  of  tbb  Saints.     Bien  volontiers  je  joins 
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iVI<n>b*tli>n  kcelln  ddja  nonibreiiMw  qm  toiu  ave*  rrgtm  del 
An:lie*AquM  et  £>tqut4  <ln  SimIs  Unls.  el  J*  filn  de  iMax 
U»B  danna  paar  ^ac  rttn  pi*aw  f ablicatlwi  alt  la  pla*  larft  cliwa- 
latloa  roHlble.  VeuUlei  me  civlra,  Tolni  tout  dtiou«  «t  bien  (iblJ|t« 
•eniicur. 

TRlfibt  TRCV.  B.  IRaCinc,  B.O.,  Bisbop  of  Shorbrooke : 
It  will.  I  boiw.  And  <ih  waj-  Ulo  aterj  Catballc  baawkald. 

■Riflbt  KcP.  3.  X.  SpalOinfl.  O.©.,  BisLoj,  ..r  P,..,ria ; 

Tbo  piBi  li  fosd.  thF  rsnplUllsn  wall  Hade,  aad  rua  ha<»  r'k- 
llibrd  Ihc  iinuk  la  adulrabli  ntjit.    U  -ill.  I  bupe,  llrril  lis  way  Inio 


Vlgbt  IRCV.  JObn  Vettil),  S.£)„  Binbop  of  Marquptlc  : 

Tbr  Pii-r-.niiL  I.iviiii  nr thb  Biiura  In  areliioblo  and  il™tiii1>l^  nddl- 
cation^r  ibr  f.iiihrul;  and  lUiiub  wa  rKanBcad  II  lu  the  Calballeaor 


■Rlflbl  Vev.  BctflStua  Junficr,  ©.!>.,  Bmiio|..if  Xesquniij: 

I  iweli^d  joiir  PicroRiiL  I.iveb  i.t  the  Saihtx,  elc.  As  tar  aa  I 
ban-  rianilonl  It  1  ihiok  ii  N  i.  IxMjk  d>->-iJ-<1  In  evrry  Cailiolle  faiiidy. 
Tbetihonakrivb  nr  IbtillCBor  Ihc  Saint*  kUIi  a 'rva?vtioii  on  It  cannot 
wb«n  nMil  but  lf«vii  nonis  pluuii  thouKlits  and  cauw  Kom<-  whileKOma 

B«ld«g  il  will  Dinlie  our  Catholli.-*  acquainted  with  the  heroic  i]«da  and 
TirtUH  practLwd  bj  them,  and  Till  animata  them  to  Imllation. 

Tttigbt  "KeV.  A.  Ilaugbten,  S>.S).,  Bishop  of  Koseau  : 

...  ^±  la  crrUlllj  aa  CXMllBRt  mrl,  and  onn  irell  »nlted  for  tbs 
minda  or  our  youth,  and  should  be  found  In  STeiy  Catholic  home  Id 
onler  to  counwract  the  e»ll,  demoralliinjj  elTecia  of  tlia  ch«p,  lira- 
llKloua.  and  Immoral  producUnna  wbleb  areconslandymet  with  in  tlieas 
dtgenwaig  daja.  Here  can  b«  read  of  the  heroic  dredH  of  Salnta  of 
mry  are  and  dime,  and  after  a  ihott  perusal  i-ach  onn  may  guy  u  did 
81.  AiiKUHliiie:   "  Quod  latl  et  l>ln  cur  nan  e((o  t "    Wlgliing  the  work 

1tl0bt  "Rev.  Denrs  3.  Kfcbtet,  S.S.,  Bixhop  of  Onati 

. . .  WhereeVer  It  Kalna  odmlltance  Into  a  family  It  vlll  do  much 
tnod.  Ha  baak  I*  n  well  adapUd  Ibr  ((iliitial  nadlKf  «(  ymfUi  Vk  U>% 
wwU  aa  ita*  tnxa  or  rax  .Slinm. 
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ftUgbt  V€P.  5«  C  'KadeWKtet,  9.9^  Bishop  of  FoH 
Wj 


...  It  is  eerudaiy  a  work  wkidi  for  te  ouuter  aod  form  d« 
mad  wiD,  I  hope,  ottoim, «  Iotbo  drcntetioo  ainoo|^  oor  CmMhobc  people. 
With  beet  wis4wt,  ecc 

fttiebt  fieV.  tKnn  CO^dtOVe,  B.B^  Bishop  of  Dmvenport : 


...  I  mmtt  chteiftiUy  fie—te <  It  as  s  werk  which  sheeld  U  ia 
♦Try  Cethillg 


'Kigbt  ISieV.  a.  a.  CnrtfS,  ©.©^  Bishop  of  Wilmington  : 

...  I  have  not  had  time,  and  do  not  know  when  I  will  have,  to  giwe 
the  book  a  careful  readioi^,  bat  the  name  of  the  Editor  is  a  sufficient 
piarantee  tliat  the  book  is  an  it  oogfat  to  be.  I  cerdially  he^  that  its 
imae  will  h«,  as  It  dMerrea,  to  the  adTaatageef  yearwlf  aad  the  Editor, 
at  well  as  to  th«  heaelt  of  the  faithful  la  geaeral. 

IRiQbt    %tev.   B*   3,   OlOriCU;,   D.5>.,   Vicar-ApostoHc    of 
Idaho : 

. .  .  Havini?  examined  it,  I  must  needs  recommend  it.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  it  will  continue  to  prove  a  very  edifying  book.  I  will  do  all  I 
can  to  circulate  it  in  the  Vicariate. 

'Rf0bt  "RCP.   B.   JSUtler,    S.^.,  D.B.,  Vicar-ApostoHc  of 
British  Oaiana  and  Barbados  : 

...  I  fully  endorw  the  many  favorable  recommendations  that  you 
have  already  received  about  the  book.  It  will  promote  piety  wherever 
It  will  iio  read.  It  is  admirably  suited  for  school  prizes,  being  rich  in 
binding  and  illustrations. 


This  work  also  received  the  approbation  of  the  following  Prelatefi, 
now  deceased:  Most  Rev.  Tliomas  Porter,  8. J.,  D.D ,  Archbishop  of 
Bombay ;  Right  Rev.  J.  J.  Carberry,  D.D.,  Bishop  of  Hamilton;  Right 
Rev.  Jos.  Dwenger,  D.D.,  Bishop  of  Fort  Wayne;  Riglit  Rev.  Kilian  C. 
Flasch,  D.D.,  Bishop  of  La  Crosse;  Right  Rev.  R  Gilmour,  D.D..  Bishop 
of  Cleveland;  Right  Rev.  J.  La  Roqu?,  D.D.,  Bishop  of  Qermanicopolis; 
Right  Rev.  P.  Mclntyre.  D.D..  Bishop  of  Charlottetown ;  Right  Rev.  E. 
0*Connell,  D.D.,  Bishop  of  Grass  Valley;  and  Right  Rev.  £.  P.  Wadhams, 
A  />.,  Biabop  of  OKdetiMburg, 


THE  MOVABLE  FEASTS. 


|XVovABLE  FEASTS  are  so  called  because  ibey  have  no 
*^'^  fixed  place  in  the  calendar ;  their  celebration  hap- 
pening sooner  or  later,  year  by  year,  according  as  the  feast 
of  Easter  itself  occurs  at  a  different  period.  The  latter  feast 
is  always  celebrated  on  the  Sunday  which  accompanies  or 
follows  the  first  full  moon  after  the  spring  equinox.  As 
the  movable  feasts  afford  useful  lessons,  we  ought  to  take 
them  fully  to  heart. 

ADVENT. 

JJr'HE  time  of  Advent  cannot  exactly  be  considered  festal, 
^^  nor  can  it  be  classed  among  the  movable  feasts;  and 
yet  the  first  day  of  Advent  is,  in  another  sense,  movable, 
inasmuch  as  it  happens  always  on  the  fourth  Sunday  before 
Christmas — which  festival  it«elf  falls  on  different  days  of 
the  week.  Advent  means  coming,  and  the  four  weeks 
whereof  it  consists  represent  the  four  thousand  years  which 
preceded  the  coming  of  the  Son  of  Grod  into  this  world. 
Formerly,  Advent-time  was  observed  by  fasting,  absti- 
nence, and  mortification,  but  not  in  a  manner  so  rigor 
COS  as  that  of  Lent.  Notwithstanding  the  alleviations 
which  the  Church  has  thought  well  to  introduce  in  the 
ooorse  of  time,  Advent  has  still  remained  a  period  of  recol- 
lection and  prayer.     The  true  Cbristi&n  ought  to  take  tt^- 
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vantage  thereof,  and  bj  piuos  jeamingB  entrcAt  for  the 
coming  of  the  Son  of  God  into  his  heart  by  grace,  and  into 
the  world  at  large  bj  the  epreading  of  the  GoapeL 

Reflection.—"  All  the  daja  in  which  I  am  now  in  war- 
fare I  await  until  my  change  crtir  '  '— i  shalt  call  me, 
and  I  will  answer  Thee," 

QUtNQUACESIMA   SUNDAY^THE   FORTY   HOURS' 
DEVOTION. 

QCINQUAOESIMA    SrsDAT    is    the    third  day    preciKliiig 
Ash  Wedncadiiy.      That  holy  season    is  npproach- 
ing  when  Ihe  Chnrch  denies  hetwlf  her  songs  of  joy  in 


order  the  more  forcibly  to  remind  us,  her  children,  that 
we  are  living  in  a  Babylon  of  spiritual  danger,  and  to 
excite  ns  to  regain  that  genuine  Christian  spirit  which 
everything  in  the  world  around  us  is  striving  to  undermine. 
If  wu  are  obliged  to  take  part  in  the  amnscmcnts  of  the  few 
days  before  Lent,  let  it  be  with  a  heart  deeply  imbued  with 
the  maxims  of  the  Gospel,  fint^  ns  a  substitute  for  frivo- 
}oaa  AtDusementa  and  dangerous  pleasures,  the  Church 
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offeis  a  feast  surpassing  all  earthly  enjoyments,  and  a 
means  whereby  we  can  make  some  amends  to  God  for  the 
insults  offered  to  His  divine  majesty.  The  Lamb  that 
taketh  away  the  sins  of  the  world  is  exposed  upon  our  altars. 
On  this  His  thrpn'^  "^  mercy  He  receives  the  homage  of 
those  who  come  tw.  e  Him  and  acknowledge  Him  for 

their  King ;  He  accepts  the  repentance  of  those  who  come 
to  tell  Him  how  grieved  they  are  at  having  followed  any 
other  ma.ster  ;  and  He  offers  Himself  again  to  His  Eternal 
Father  as  a  propitiation  for  those  sinners  who  yet  treat  His 
favors  with  indifference.  It  was  the  pious  Cardinal  Gabriel 
Paleotti,  Archbishop  of  Bologna,  who,  in  the  sixteenth  cen- 
tnry,  first  originated  the  admirable  devotion  of  tlie  Forty 
Hours.  His  object  in  this  solemn  exposition  of  the  Most 
Blessed  Sacrament  was  to  offer  to  the  divine  majesty  sonic 
compensation  for  the  sins  of  man,  and,  at  tlie  very  lime 
when  the  world  was  busiest  in  deserving  Ills  angn*,  to  ap- 
pease it  by  the  sight  of  His  own  Son,  the  Mediator  Ix^twecn 
beavea  and  earth.  Pope  Benedict  XIV.  granted  many  in- 
dulgences to  all  the  faithful  of  tlie  Papal  Statrs  who,  dur- 
ing these  days,  should  visit  Our  I^ord  in  this  mystery  of  His 
love,  and  should  pray  for  the  pardon  of  sinners.  Tiiis  favor, 
at  first  so  restricted,  ifflerwanis  was  extended  by  Pope  C'lciii- 
ent  XIIL  to  the  universal  Church.  Thus  the  Forty  Hours* 
Devotion  has  spread  throughout  the  whole  world  and  be- 
come one  of  the  most  solemn  expressions  of  Catholic;  pivty. 

Reflection. — Let  us  then  go  apart,  for  at  least  one?  short 
hour,  from  the  dissipation  of  earthly  enjoyments,  and, 
kneeling  in  the  presence  of  our  Jesus,  merit  tlie  grace  to 
keep  our  hearts  innocent  and  detaclicd. 


ASH    WEDNESDAY. 
what  good  he  may  achieve,  is  but  dust  and  vanity;  the 


AN,  drawn   from  the  dust,   must   return   to  it,   and 
all  that  he  does  mean  while,  with  the  exception  of 


! 


,,«i/rf,  tit  A  tr.itt'  It,  fr.e  •i.t.ti^  EMharlaC  T^.-*  bUhv>p 
Ll^mut  •/■„  Un-m  u,-.  '>trt;ipk:i'>a  fit  wraro:?  tE^  hjir-ibin 
ii'l  \jiiitrut  uitfyr,  fAtu^itx  *"i'i'«  t>o  tlvrir  Di^'l.  ar.d  then 
t'lrul.r  If  tiffii  triitn  Htf.  ehiirrh  uDlil  the  day  ff  Elisier. 
iMtnwIirl",  Mmji  IiwI  t/t  rcnuiin  hiitDblj  pmetrat?  at  the 
li'ir'li  jfirib.  )Hi[il'iriti((  the  i.rayen  of  those  who.  more 
H|F|>-/  Dirid  liny.  iniKhl  fuwii>t  at  the 4iiiiK mysteries  ^itbia 
III.  >.<i'ri>i|  lirilldiiiK,  Till'  iiiHfim  of  piiitiag  ashes  on  the 
lull  hi  I'llti'ii  i>f  inoiltcTirii  In  I'vcii  more  ancient  than  Chris- 
iiiiiiiy ,  lliii  J'lwii  |>rii"ilM'il  ii.,  nnd  the  lioly  King  David 
•IN  MN  llinl  lin  liwl  milmiltitH]  tn  the  observaDce.    It  may 
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be  said  rather  to  date  from  the  first  ages  of  the  world ;  for 
the  holy  man  Job,  long  before  even  the  time  of  Moses,  fol- 
lowed the  custom.  Notliing  is,  in  fact,  more  calculated  to 
lead  the  sinner  to  enter  into  himself  than  the  remembrance 
of  his  last  end.  Nothing  is  l>etter  fitted  to  beat  down  pride 
and  put  a  check  on  futile  projects  and  guilty  purposes  than 
the  terrible  and  sad  memento,  "•  Remember  that  thou  art 
but  dust  I*'  Empires,  riches,  honors,  and  dignities,  resplen- 
dent palaces,  triumphal  cars,  fair  adornmcMits,  Ix^auty, 
strength,  and  power,  all  crumble  away,  and  their  verj-  pos- 
seaeor  is  but  a  ruin,  and,  ere  a  few  days  have  sped,  will 
have  dwindled  into  dust. 


u — Bear  ever  in  mind,  then,  men  and  sinners, 
that  "yon  are  dust,  and  unto  dust  you  shall  return.'* 

THE    FIVE    WOUNDS   OF   OUR    LORD. 

YB  that  delight  in  decking  your  head  with  costly  and 
superb  adurnmonts,  wlio  love  to  cumlxT  your  hands 
with  gold  and  precious  jewels,  who  revel  in  luxury  and 
in  aolt  garments,  ap])ronch  and  see  to  what  a  condition 
Jesus  Christ,  your  Cajjtain  and  Saviour,  is  riHluced.  Hi? 
head  is  crowned  with  thonis  and  streaming  with  bIoo<l,  and 
every  base  indignity  licai)ed  thereon  by  ruffian  executioners; 
Ilis  feet  and  hands  are  pierced  by  nails.  His  side  gaping 
with  a  wide-ojien  wound.  Such  are  the  mournful  accents 
uttered  by  the  Church  on  the  first  Fridav  of  liCnt,  two  davs 
after  she  has  strewed  ashes  on  the  heads  of  the  faithful. 
'*For  you  it  is,"  she  exclaims,  **  that  the  Son  of  Gcxl,  the 
Word  made  flesh,  has  undergone  these  heart-rending 
affronts,  with  intent  to  txpiate  your  evil-doings,  and  to 
teach  you  that  the  'dol  of  your  Ijody,  which  you  d(H)k  out 
with  so  much  care  and  eagi*r  delight,  descr\'es,  on  the  con- 
trary, naught  but  affliction  and  suffering.  IIow  can  you, 
while  wreathing  yourselves  with  flowers,  venture  to  tiviad 
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while  ttieee  latter  sacriflces  eerved  only  to  purify  the  ontei 
gun,  the  blood  of  Jesos  CbriBt,  by  virtue  of  its  infinite 
efficacy,  waahes  us  free  from  all  bid,  provided  we  avail 
DorMlves  of  the  meaDS  established  by  our  divine  Saviour 
in  His  Church  for  the  application  of  its  infinite  merits. 

Reflection. — Let  us  haste,  then,  to  profit  by  the  grsceB 
<dlered  tu.    Let  us  wash  away  the  stains  of  sin  in  the 


Sacrament  of  Penance,  and  nonrish  ourselves  with  the 
most  blessed  Ixxly  and  Mood  of  the  holy  Euclmrist.  Let 
us  ever  be  attentive  at  Mass,  wliere  this  adomble  blood 
mystically  pours  forth  again  upon  the  altar  to  plead  our 
cause  before  the  throne  of  divine  justice. 

THE  SEVEN  DOLORS  OF  THE  BLESSED  VIRGIN, 

^S'vB.  when  placed  by  the  band  of  Qod  in  a  garden  of 
^l  delights,  received  but  one  precept  to  be  obeyed  so 
at  to  be  forever  bappy—a  precept  easy  of  accomplish- 
ment,  the  non-obeervanoe  whereof  should  needs  be  in- 
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excusable,  inasmuch  as  neither  urgent  want  nor  strong 
inclination  led  to  its  yiolation ;  there  was  conjoined,  more- 
over, the  assurance  of  death  following  inevitably  upon  the 
transgression  of  the  precept.  But  the  serpent,  kindling 
with  jealousy  and  hate,  came  to  tempt  her.  She  gazed  on 
the  forbidden  fruit,  gathered  thereof,  and  carried  it  to  her 
husband,  and  together  they  ate,  incurring  the  fatal  loss, 
and  involving  mankind  in  their  downfall.  Mary,  preceded 
by  the  God  made  man,  went  toiling  with  Him  up  the  arid 
steep  of  Calvaty,  in  order  to  accomplish  the  most  heart- 
rending of  all  sacrifices.  Eve  had  rebelled  ;  Mary  surren- 
dered licT  will.  Eve  had  yielded  to  the  enticing  voice  of 
tlie  tomjjter  ;  Mar>'  heard  the  voice  of  the  same  demon  of 
jealousy  and  hate,  uttering  by  the  mouth  of  the  impious 
Jews  bhisphemies  and  maledictions,  but  she  was  not  fright- 
ened fn)m  hor  purpose.  Eve,  in  her  disolxKlience,  stretched 
forth  her  hand  toward  the  tree  of  the  knowledge  of  good 
and  evil  ;  Mary,  in  her  submission  to  the  designs  of  God, 
stretches  forth  hers  to  the  tree  of  the  cross.  Eve  had 
sacrificed  to  her  caprice  the  siK)use  through  whom  she  had 
received  being ;  Mary  assists  at  the  sacrifice  of  the  Son  to 
Whom  she  has  given  being.  Eve  was  bom  of  man  without 
the  agency  of  a  mother  ;  Mary  gave  birth  to  the  Man-God 
without  the  intervention  of  a  spouse.  Eve,  after  her  dis- 
obedience, became  the  mother,  in  the  order  of  nature,  of  a 
race  accursed  ;  Mary,  through  her  submission,  has  become, 
in  the  order  of  grace,  the  Mother  of  a  race  sanctified. 

The^e  points  of  resemblance  and  contrast  offer  themselves 
spontaneously  to  the  mind,  provided  we  ponder  somewhat 
over  tlie  remembrance  celebrated  by  the  Church  on  the 
Friday  in  Holy  Week,  under  the  title  of  **The  Seven  Dolors 
of  the  Blessed  Virgin."  A  mother's  heart  can  alone  com- 
prehend the  agony  of  torture  endured  by  this  Mother  at  the 
foot  of  the  cross  whereon  her  Son  was  immolated  ;  we  do 
not  attempt  to  describe,  nor  are  any  mere  human  lip& 
indeed,  ah\e  to  express  it. 
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RcfectiiHt. — Let  as  adore  this  divine  and  mysteiions 
%n  of  charity,  in  whose  depth  our  ealvation  was  worked 
est  It  the  price  of  so  much  suffering  ;^Dd  let  us  bear  ia 


mind  what  we  have  cost  that  Uother  to  whoso  giinnliiin- 
■tup  we  were  made  over  even  from  the  sublinie  height  of 


THE  MOST  HOLY  CROWN  OF  THORNS  OF  OUR 
LORD  JESUS  CHRIST. 

JC'hf,  Most  Holy  Ctowu  of  Thonis,  consecrated  by  tlie 
^~^  head  and  the  Mood  of  our  divine  Saviour,  lins 
always  been  looked  'jpon  as  one  of  the  raait  jirecioua 
of  reiic8. 

Having  been  carried  to  Constantinople,  it  was  there 
carefully  kept,  during  the  reign  of  the  French  emperors, 
up  to  the  >}eginning  of  the  thirteenth  eenturj'.  At  that 
time  the  emperor,  Baldwia  II.,  was  sorely  pressed  by  the 
Saracens  and  Greeks,  and,  wnsidcring  Constantinople  as 
no  longer  secure,  he  sent  the  precious  relic  to  his  cousin, 


tM  •m^'qnr  hut  rMrrivw^t  hnm  :m  V^bkuiu.    Ea.  13M 


liiiyiiii'l  Hi'iiH,  Tlid  [liiJiiH  kiriK,  willi  liis  brother, 
Hii\h'\1  'if  ArriiU,  lirjili  iMiri'riiiitiHl,  I'urriod  it  intu  that  citjto 
Hill  Ciillii'ilrul  r.f  HI.  Hlii|ihi'ii,  iifcririiiMiniwl  by  n  Tiiimcrous 
(innniBBl'iii.  Twii  yi'tiFM  iirii'r.  ll  wiw  tiikon  to  Vans,  where 
ll  wii«  ri'ii'lvinl  with  (("'"'■  ci  ill' 111  nit  y  rikI  planed  in  the 
//<i/y  r/iir/xV,  wlili'li  Hi.  I^hiIh  liiiilt  fur  JtH  reception.  Every 
yi'iii',  I'll  IliK  tltli  i>r  AiitfiiHi,  ilu'  tntiiRfiTof  this  relic  from 
Vimli'K  111  I'lirln  In  it'li<linitMl  lii  llio  Jioly  Chapel. 
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PALM  SUNDAY. 

Y^DBOMS  without  end,  at  once  lofty  and  hallowing, 
f^^  might  be  deduced  from  the  triumphant  entry  of 
Jesus  Christ  into  Jerusalem,  celebrated  by  the  Church 
o&  this  day ;  we  limit  ourselves,  however,  to  considering 
the  6Tent  under  oue  aspect  merely,  in  order  to  draw 
therefrom  a  moral  lesson  for  our  spiritual  instruction. 
Jems  Christ  enters  Jerusalem,  and  the  people  forthwith 
improTiae  a  triumph  all  the  more  noble  because  it  has  cost 
neither  blood  nor  tears,  and  so  much  the  more  touching 
because  it  is  spontaneous.  The  whole  town  is  in  commo- 
tion, the  roadway  is  strewn  with  branches  and  covered 
with  the  garments  of  the  bystanders,  every  mouth  resound- 
ing with  acclamations  and  blessings  and  j)raise.  J«'sus 
Christ  is  proclaimed  the  Son  of  David,  the  King  of  the 
nation,  and  the  Messias.  Ere  a  few  days  ar(5  sped,  the 
very  people  that  had  applauded  now  clamor  for  His  deatli, 
corse  and  insult  Him,  and  assist  at  His  degrading  death 
with  fiendish  cries  of  triumph. 

Even  thus  pass  away  the  glories  of  the  world,  its  joys, 
its  possessions,  even  life  itself.  To-day  at  the  height  of 
greatness,  to-morrow  in  the  deepest  abasement ;  but  yester- 
day the  idol  of  a  nation,  to-day  the  object  of  its  hate  ;  now 
surrounded  with  prosperity,  and,  yet  a  little  while,  l)ome 
down  by  misfortune ;  one  day  full  of  life  and  vigor,  and 
the  next  consigned  to  the  tomb. 

Foolish,  then,  are  they  who  would  account  as  of  any 
value,  or  would  cling  to,  things  perishable  1  What  bitter 
awakenings  have  not  such  poor  deluded  beings  to  exi>ect, 
and  what  chiigrin  and  tearful  disappointments  do  they  not 
create  for  themselves  1  The  Christian  who  places  the  aim 
of  his  hopes  and  the  centre  of  his  affections  at  a  higher 
range  is  both  wiser  and  more  happy.  Prosperity  does  not 
Uind  nor  inebriate  him,  since  he  knows  it  to  be  capricious 
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MAUNOT  THURSOAT. 

i»  Thnnday.  to*  ^v-  ./f  th-?  Fass-rc.  Jescs  Chnst 
took  bread,  and.  havm;  biessw:  ;■:,  bpjit  and  Jij. 
a  to  His  ap>Mi:<n<.  «Jj"-nj  t-.i  chsm.  ■■Tak<  and 
THi»  IS  Mr  Bij&T.  istiyt  'biill  >.«  ieLJe^d  r'or  yoa." 
tMkJng  the  ctuHee.  E-:  V.wiwl  izd  ^vi;  i:  to  ih«m. 
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n 


mfmg,  *'  Drink  ye  all  of  this ;  for  this  ia  tho  ohAlice  of 
Xy  Uood,  irtiich  ahall  be  Bbed  for  you."  He  thereafter 
idded,  "  This  do  in  remembrance  of  Me."  These  words, 
fnill  their  precisioo,  simplicity,  and  clearness,  contain  the 
inttitatloD  of  the  adorable  Sacrament  of  the  Gucharist,  an 
trrefra^ble  proof  of  the  Keal  Presence  of  Jesus  Ctiriat  In 
thii  BMsameQt,  and  the  demonstration  of  His  pvr])ctuitf 
b  iba  Ohoicb.    Bat,  rather  than  indulge  in  reasoning,  let 


OS  set  forth  hrii'fly  the  principal  pffeet.  J{!sus  Christ, 
before  iustitiiting  it,  hiul  Kaid  that  tliis  aacmmpiit  uonld 
cnnimunicate  life  eternal  to  thotte  receiving  it;  and  this, 
ia  one  aspect  at  least,  and  so  far  as  it  is  jsivcn  to  mnii  to 
understand  the  mysteries  of  God,  is  eomprehcnaible.  Sin 
had  imiilantcd  in  man  the  germ  of  death  and  vice.  By 
reason  of  his  disobedience  man  liad  become  iucii|i:ib1e  of 
good,  or  even  of  a  holy  thought,  ra  tho  great  Apostle  telb 
ns.  Nov,  in  God  is  the  source  of  Ix'iiig,  life,  good,  virtue, 
and  all  excellence.  God,  by  coramunicating  Himself  sub- 
stantially to  man  hy  means  of  this  august  sacrament, 
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implants  the  germ  of  immortality  and  yirtae.  Man,  if 
limited  to  bis  own  powers,  could  not  oven  think  out  a 
useful  way  of  becoming  virtuous,  for  whence  should  he 
take  the  principle  of  virtue  and  the  means  of  putting  it  in 
practice?  He  would  consequently  have  to  incur  eternal 
loss,  since  salvation  without  virtue  is  a  thing  utterly  im- 
possible. But  once  pervaded  with  the  principle  of  grace 
by  an  intimate  union  with  God,  he  has  only  to  let  it  develop 
and  to  cultivate  the  good  seed  sown  in  him.  Thus  does 
the  diamond,  of  itself  colorless  and  dim,  absorb  the  light 
when  exposed  thereto,  becoming  a  sparkling  centre  of  light 
and  shining  w^ith  a  radiant  lustre.  The  more  vivid  the 
light,  the  more  brijijhtly  will  the  diamond  shine,  if  it  be 
pure.  In  like  manner,  the  more  man  launches  himself 
into  the  divine  su])stance,  tlie  more  will  he  therewith  be 
inundatcnl  by  Holy  Communion  ;  the  more  potent,  also,  will 
his  life  bcconio  in  virtues  strong  and  manifold,  and,  con- 
sequently, in  sure  elainis  to  salvation. 

Reflection. — With  what  respect,  love,  and  ardor  ought 
we  not  to  receive  this  divine  food,  **  which  maketh  to  live 
forever  "  ! 

COOD   FRIDAY. 

f7Esi:s  Christ  was  nailed  to  the  cross  about  midday, 
J  expired  thereon  in  the  afternoon,  and  was  taken 
down  in  the  evening  towanl  sunset,  or  the  sixth  hour. 
According  to  the  language  of  St.  Paul,  thus  did  He,  by 
His  blood,  pacify  heaven  and  earth.  If  this  form  of  ex- 
pression convey  not  simply  the  reconciliation  of  heaven 
with  the  earth,  it  veils  a  mystery  impenetrable  to  feeble 
reason.  But  this  very  reconciliation  is  in  itself  the  greatest 
mystery ;  for  man  always  vainly  tries  to  explain  it  by  re- 
curring to  comparisons  and  considerations  of  human  con- 
ception merely,  whieli  are  vastly  insufficient  from  the  fact 
of  their  being  human.     And  what  matters  it   after  all 


rixther  ire  undcntand  or  not  so  great  tt  mystery  ?  Enough 
ftrns  that  u  bns  produced  its  effect,  and  tliat  we  aro  nlilo 
loadore  it  in  graliludo  niid  love.  That  ]iliilo»ophy  should 
na  at  what  it  does  not  fathom  is  sheer  foiilisbiioss.  In- 
tRduUty  may  seriff  at  what  it  does  not  reeogiiia* ;  it  con- 
cerns it,  however,  to  know  whether  reason  Ik;  on  its  side. 
Let  heresy  expLiin,  after  human  fashion,  things  divine ; 
IS  for  us  Cbristians,  let  us  fix  our  gazo  on  the  Mediator 


between  God  and  man,  raised  aloft  Iwtwucn  heaven  and 
tanh.  with  arras  outstretching  in  order  to  enfuhl  Iho 
wiivrr»e,  with  heud  downbcnt  to  give  to  tlio  world  the 
kiss  <jf  peaec  and  reconeiliution,  after  having,  ut  the  enst 
it  Uij  blfHxI.  purchased  peace  ;  undtet  iik  humlile  our  whole 
Wug  in  heartfelt  thank^iring  and  love.  Let  us  rever- 
Mtlv  imprint  our  Hps  on  this  cross,  tho  instrumimt  of  our 
nlwtion  ;  let  US  bend  down  t  rem  bUng  lief  ore  the  just  iitiil. 
f  bo  lakes  such  noble  revenge  for  our  guilt.  By  our  works 
Irt  M  make  some  return  for  the  price  wo  have  »)st ;  by  our 
Fcoitence  and  tears  let  us  apply  to  ourselves  tho  merit  ot 
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His  redemption,  and  henceforth    live   only  for  heeTeiif 
since  we  have  been  made  heirs  to  heaven. 

Reflection. — ^The  cross,  '*to  the  Jews  indeed  a  stam- 
bling-bloek.  and  to  the  Gentiles  foolishness.*"  is,  withaL,  the 
instrument  of  Christ's  power  and  of  the  wisdom  of  God. 

HOLY   SATURDAY. 

^s^HREE  hours  after  Jesus  Christ  had  uttere<.l  His  last 
^^  sigh  on  the  cross,  two  of  His  disciples.  Nicodemns 
and  Jijs*»ph  of  Arimathea,  went  to  ask  Pilate  for  the  body, 
that  they  might  give  it  burial.  Having  obtaineti  it.  they 
eml)almt*d  it  according  to  the  custom  of  the  Jews,  and 
dep«jsito<l  it  Hot  far  from  the  plact*  of  Calvary,  in  a  tomb 
hewn  in  the  nx-k.  wherein  ii«»  one  had  vet  Uvn  lai«l.  Pilate 
caused  the  entrance  to  }h^  sealnl  up,  and  place<l  a  guard 
over  it,  lest  tlie  ImhIv  shonhl  U}  taken  awav.  The  Saviour 
thus  remain«Ml  from  nijrhtfall  on  the  Fridav  till  the  first 
nivs  of  dawn  on  tlie  Sunday,  lie  had  Himself  said  that  He 
wa<  to  pass  this  time  in  the  tomb,  ami  had  quotetl  as  an 
example  the  abiding  of  the  pn^phet  Jonas  fi»r  the  same 
space  of  time  iu  the  whale's  belly.  It  was  then  a  real  death 
that  was  associated  with  these  signs  and  precautions,  and 
the  sacrifice  had  l)een  consummateil  and  was  irrevocable. 
Well  might  we  then  marvel  at  such  excess  of  love,  covering 
ourselvr*s  with  confusion  at  the  thought  of  how  feebly  we 
love  Him  Who  liath  so  greatly  loved  us,  and  of  how  little  wo 
do  for  Him  Who  hath  accomplished  so  much  for  us.  But 
we  slif)uld  enter  uiK)n  another  consideration.  With  Jesus 
Christ  died  also  the  ancient  world  with  its  hideous  worship; 
the  synagogue  with  its  symbols  and  mysteries  ;  and  the 
man  of  sin,  the  old  Adam,  with  its  concupiscences — yea, 
even  death  itself,  which  had  lxH*n  inflicted  on  man  in  pun- 
ishment for  sin.  With  Jesus  Christ  died  sin,  and  sin  was 
pineal  in  the  tomb  with  Him  ;  for,  according  to  the  beauti- 
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hi  expreesioii  of  the  Apoette,  the  Savioiir  fawtened  the  ihs 
of  meD  to  the  croes. 

Now  the  croea  itself  nas  buried  on  the  spot  where  Ohrirt 
had  Boflered,  as  was  the  costom  among  the  Jews,  and  h 
was  fnllf  ehowD  by  the  finding  thereof  in  conjunotion  with 
those  of  the  two  tliieTes.  three  centuries  later,  hy  St.  Helen ; 
whence  it  follows  that  among  os  Christians,  the  disciples, 
that  is,  of  Cbriat,  and  rq(enerated  by  His  death,  there 


ooght  never  to  Inrk  any  shadow  of  Jewish  Bnpcrslition  or 
pagnn  moral;),  any  remnant  of  the  old  Adam  or  niiiii  of  sin. 
Concupiscenees,  disorderly  passions,  and  love  of  the  world 
should  no  longer  exist  Init  as  the  memory  of  a  time  that  is 


ReQection. — "  For  we  are  biirieil  10)^lhcr  wilh  Him  by 
baptism  unto  death  ;  that  as  Christ  is  risen  fn>iu  the  dyad 
by  the  glory  of  His  Father,  so  wo  also  may  walk  in  nowncas 
of  life.  For  if  we  h.ive  Ih-cu  planted  (ogetliur  in  the  like- 
ness of  IJw  iJairti,  ire  stiati  be  aim  of  ilia  rwurreclion. 


knowing  this,  that  the  old  nun  is  crndfied  with  Him,  that 
the  body  of  hd  wmj  be  deatrofed,  and  that  we  may  Hire 
■in  no  longer." 

EASTER   SUNDAY. 

^3^  RK  resurrection  of  the  dead  ia  one  of  the  moat  godboI- 
^— '  ing  truths  uf  Christianity.  To  die  foreTer  would  be 
the  most  lerrilile  of  all  destinies.  The  plant  and  the 
auinuil,  unendowed  with  reaaon,  die,  never  to  live  again  ; 
but  they  have  not,  at  least,  any  apprehension  as  to  what  death 
is.  To  die  id  to  them  ouu  of  the  thousand  accidents  Imund 
up  with  life  ;  to  the  plant  it  id  as  nothing,  and  for  the  ani- 
nuil  without  rvasou  a  merely  transitory  pang,  death  itself 
being  but  the  affair  of  a  moment.  For  man,  on  the  oou- 
trui'v,  deiith  lius  terrors  wliii-h  precmle  it,  anguish  accom- 
[)anying  it,  und  ajipn^iiunsions  consequent  ujhiu  it.  The 
most  strongly  attempervd  spirit  shutlderaon  reflecting  that 
it  must  incur  death  ;  the  most  selfish  man  has  attachments 
which  he  with  difficulty  severs ;  the  most  determined  unbe- 
liever experiences  doubts  a.s  to  the  shadowy  7'o-7norrow  of 
death.  Man  would  then  Ijc  the  most  pitiablu  among  all 
beings  were  Bt'Iiipun  not  at  hand  to  say  to  him,  "The  grave 
is  a  place  of  momi-ultiry  R-st ;  you  will  come  forth  thence 
one  day.  The  (iiMl  that  gave  being  to  your  limbs  will  re- 
store them  ;  the  R(«urreetion  of  Jesus  Christ  gives  thereof 
an  iiHHurcd  ]ile<lge." 

This  confidence  in  the  future  resuitection  is  a  subject  of 
the  greatest  joy  totho  cliildren  of  Ujd,  the  groundwork  of 
their  faith,  the  mainspring  of  their  hope,  and  the  moat  lasting 
comfort  aiuid  the  evils  of  this  life.  For  if  Christ  had  not 
risen,  says  the  apostle  St.  Paul,  in  vain  would  wo  believe 
ill  Him.  He  would  lie  convicted  of  having  been  an  im)>ostor, 
and  His  apostles  of  being  mad ;  His  death  nould  not  have 
availed  us  anything,  and  we  should  still  bo  dwelling  in 
tiie  boada  o£  ain.     Those  dvine  in  Jesus  Christ  would  per- 


> 
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ub,  asd,  our  bope  in  Him  not  extending  beyond  tbe  present 
life,  ve  sbonld  be  the  meet  unfortunate  of  men,  inasmnoh 
as,  after  baving  bad,  as  onr  portion  in  this  life,  sufferings 
and  afflictions,  we  should  not  be  able  to  console  ouTBelves 
with  the  expectation  of  future  good.  But  Jesoa  Christ 
baring  come  forth  living  from  the  tomb.  His  doctrine  is 
con&imed  by  Uie  Besurrection ;  it  establishes  the  certitude 


of  His  mitiainn  in  His  character  as  Son  of  Goil,  the  cflicncy 
of  Uu-  Racrifiiie  lie  offered  on  the  cross,  the  divinity  of  His 
prii'silicHxi,  the  rownrtis  of  tbo  other  life,  and  the  glorified 
n  of  tbe  &pf^ 


Reflection. — We  sh«l  one  day  rise  again ;  but  lot  us 
range  by  the  side  of  such  a  consoling  ezpcctuLion  that  terri- 
ble n-aming  of  tbe  pro[)bet  Daniel,  "  Many  of  ibose  that 
sleep  in  ibe  dust  of  tlie  earth  shall  awake,  some  unto  lite 
everlasting,  and  others  unto  reproacb  eternal." 


Tax  KOTABLB  rXUTS. 


THE  ASCENSION. 


^3^HK  mjatery  which  Che  Charch  hooora  oa  ihia  daj  is 
^-^  »t  the  aame  time  that  of  the  trinmph  of  J«sub  Cbrint 
■ltd  the  hallowed  hope  of  His  duciplea.  The  SavioDr, 
after  havin;^  accompluhed  Hid  uiiwioD  on  earth,  aacvnds 
to  heaven  to  put  Rls  manboml  in  possession  of  the  glory 
due  Ui  it,  and  to  pRpare  for  as  an  abiding-place.  He 
ascends  ibither  ait  our  King,  Liberator,  Chief,  and  Xedi- 
ator :  our  Kin?.  iKrcaiise  He  lias  parcbased  ud  at  the  cost 
of  His  l.iinid  ;  i.iir  Uhrraii.r.  becanse  He  has  ciinqoered 
deatli  nn'l  sin.  iind  h.is  ransomed  iis  from  the  thraldom  of 
Satan  ;  .,iir  Chitf.  Ur-uiise  He  irishtvs  that  we  shooid  follow 
in  Hi.-.  Umuu-itK.  ami  that  wi  .should  be  where  He  is,  even 
an  H',^  liiis  Ilim.wlf  dwbre"l ;  our  Maliafir.  beoau^  we  can 
liavc  ii(nf«.sio  ihi"  Father  only  through  Him.  He  ngeenda 
tliillH-rjisoiir  Hi;:h  Pripst.  in  onler  to  offer  unceasingly  to 
(;™l  ihr-  I.1i«h!  which  11.:  ha.'  fthe.1  for  u.sin  His  cluiniei  ' 
man.  nti'l  lo  obtain  for  ns  [hnnijih  the  merits  of  His  saeri- 
flw;  lb.'  n-niinsionof  oiir.sin.'t. 

I>-t  IIS.  th'.-n,  by  moans  of  faitli.  follow  Him  in  His  ^Vs- 
eeii.HioTi  to  hcavi'n,  and  HhUUt  ilierii  hencetortb  in  heart  am 
«|iirlt,  I>-t  IIS  rememlwr  that  heaven  is  wholly  ours,  a 
our  inht-rilnncp  ;  and,  amid  Ibe  temptations  and  miseries  o 
tbi.'4  life,  let  us  think  often  of  this  home  of  pence,  of  glory 
am]  of  bhss  eternal. 

We  must  not  flatter  ourselves,  howi.-ver,  that  without 
cnrnest  efforts  on  our  part  we  shall  have  any  sbare  in  the 
kingdom  of  J(.-sus  Christ.  Tlicre  are  many  mansions  in 
tbi>  houHc  of  our  heavenly  Father,  but  there  are  not  many 
rnnils  h'liding  tbltiit-r.  Jesus  Christ  has  traced  out  for  us 
till-  wny  of  hum  illation  and  suffering,  and  it  b  the  oidy  one 
tlint  rouducts  to  I'lernal  peace.  1£  the  hardships  of  the 
j[i:ini''y  and  l!i«  sight  of  our  own  weakness  strike  iis  with 
druHtl,  iro  uliiiiild  gather  energy  by  leaning  on  the  promises 
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gt  the  God-man.     He  will  be  with  115  even  nnto  the  end, 

ud  il  we  love  Him  albwill  In-come  ensj*. 


*Refleetioo. — IM  us  cliirnh  hope;  "Christ  I 
■  High  Priest  iit  the  gouil  thitigs  to  como.  hath  1 
the  h«!y  of  holifs.  by  Ilia  own  bhMxi  haviti 
«ienial  redcnj|itioii." 


WHIT-SUNDAY, 

'pUTT  days  after  Eiistpr  ilie  njHMilles  find  disci]ileK  of 
'M  Jesus  Christ  were  Assembled  in  an  iipTM^r  (-liaiiLlirT, 
ngtgcd  in  prayer,  according  to  the  riToiiuiK'ndutron  uf 
lU  divine  Mii5ter,  and  awaiting  the  a<'<<>]ii]i)ishni<'nt  of 
•lie  prunii«e  He  liad  made  to  tlieni,  of  semling  ilicm  a 
Comforting  Spirit,  the  Paraclete,  Who  sliould  teach  llieni 
•11  ibitigs.  Lo !  a  great  noise,  as  of  a  nistiing  teinsH'st, 
"Msnddenly  heard,  the  house  was  rocked  to  and  fro,  and 
longneacif  fire  wore  seen  resting  on  the  liea<l  of  each  one. 
Al  owe  all  were  changed  into  new  men,  their  minds  being 
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endowed  with  full  nnrleretandiag  □(  the  Scriptures  and  ol 
tho  wonders  they  had  hitherto  witnessed  without  compre- 
hending, and  tlietr  souls  were  filled  with  strength  from  on 
high  ;  thenceforth  they  belonged  no  more  to  Ihemsvlvcs, 
but  to  tlie  work  of  the  Gospel.  From  that  time  fottb  this 
divine  Sjiirit  has  nut  ct-a.sed  lo  yntuT  Himself  forth  upon  the 
Church  tu  enlighten,  cun&rm,  protect,  and  guide  ;  Hu  haa 


h  of  tlie  faithful 
r  liy  grace, 

Thi;  fMlh.-rs  -if  till;  Chiiivh  i.iid  all  lliwlogiims  are  of  one 
iiiinil  in  ri'iriyiiiKiiig,  in  llie  iv.ii'kiiigs  of  tin;  llnly  Ghost  in 
tl»!  h.'ai'l.s  uf  the  faithful,  scvni  .■hii-f  gifts  :  H7*i/oHt,  Un-' 
<I.T>=l'twliii.j.<;,„mrl.  IWtitmh: KiioirMii.\  Pidij,  m.A  Iht 
Ft,, r  ■•/(/,>•  h.n/.  Til.'  ;:ifl.  i.f  ■\Visil.iiii  hdjis  ua  to  judge 
hfiillhily  ..f  all  tliirifw  n.tiei Tiling  'iiir  hisl-  emi  :  the  gift  of 
ITntli-rslaiiiliiig,  In  ii|i[ircln'iid  tlic  Iniilis  iTvcali-il,  and  to 
Buhiuit  i>ui'  hcariM  thereto;  the  (,'itt  nf  Counsol.  to  ehooM 
in  all  tliingii  tin;  jiart  Uatt  littiil  for  the  isaut;! iDcation  of  our 


•onla;  tbe  pft  of  FonitwK  to  iveutt  Nmptnliiin*  unA  tnvt 
eome  dftngtra :  th«  pft  of  KnowW<Kl{t«i.  to  itiwvrn  iho  I*-* 
mmns  of  sanotifying  ourari^'vs  ;  tho  pfl  <>f  l*ii'l,v.  iv  i)>mI1i- 
nea,  ckdms  ds  to  low  ivIiKiim  itml  ltii>  (inii'licn*  iMvIng 
reference  to  divine  vonhip ;  the  gift  of  tlw  ¥r*r  of  thi* 
Lord  turns  os  awte  fmu  sin  mihI  firnn  wliktover  i»i(\  ilU 
{deaseGod. 

Reflection. — "  They  that  Bn>  nrconUnit  lo  llii>  li™ii  mliul 
the  things  tbnt  Knot  thollcflh;  Imt  ihc.T  (hnl  nrv  niiiinl 
i-g  to  the  Spirit  mind  the  thiiiir*  ihM  nre  of  tin'  Mplilt, 
For  the  wisdom  of  the  fltiih  \»  dotlh  i  Imt  fhi>  Wlmloni 
of  the  Spirit  is  life  and  iiean'." 


TRINITY  SUNDAY. 

^^HE  Holy  Trinity  is  i>iii>  only  On.!  In  llinni  I'l.rHimi,  Mm 
^^  Father,  th»  Sini,  nml  the  Il»ly  (ihiml.  ii|iii<l  In  nil 
things  anil  eo-f-ti^mnl.  Thi'  Kiillii-r  Kivcx  Ih'Imk  1"  llin 
Son,  and  the  Holy  Ohml  pm««'i-<Ih  rnmi  lln>  hirin'i' niirj 
tbe  Son;  the  moHt  iidoniblo,  lnily,<ir  nil  iuvhIxiIiu.  iiml 
likewise  the  niiwt  iniiX'nHrHlfli'I  SI.  Aiihi'Iim  1>iih  ctt 
deamrM]  to  explain  it  fnim  a  hIiikI'*  [mini,  uf  ticw  unly,  iind 
Itas  aMompliiihMl  thiit  in  n  tniinl'Tly  yH.  ii<i-<-HNirlt>'  In-'oni- 
wnt  maiin<-r.  Tb;  Kcllwir,  In-  wiyK,  iiiruiot  ini*l.  ii  Ninirl't 
in.'-tant  witliout  kii'iwinic  Iliinw^ir.  iHrcuiiiti^  in  (>'i>l,  li> 
kr,',)r  i*.  U,  ••xixt,  ('Ven  iu  U,  will  in  l<-  art.  TIim  kti-.wl.dip. 
I*-rw,r,ifie«i  iri  "  tlie  WoM,"  Hit  S.ii.  Tl.'-  H-.n  in.  fh.u. 
(•i-^ti-mal  »i(h  the  Father.  TJi.:  Falln-c  nnd  tint  Jv.n  "Jin 
K*  Tii-t  a  Mnj{i<:  inAtant  williout  |r>viri;(  "-ai-li  i/iU'f  liuir 
m'^:^  'lOf!:  I*,  aeain,  pf-rviiiifiMl.  Iii-/;n'i<f?  in  '>'/!  ('>  t'lV'  i« 
KiH  V,  •-i>i.  G**!  I*;ini(  Uiv*:  it*-lf.  Tlii*  Oi.ni  f'-rviti.  ih'« 
i^,-**,fr'.il  »i-f-  it/*^  »^h*T  («"<  I'iftiu.uii.  ii  u,i-  U"\r  fiU'ml. 
^•.  ■(.•r  ^nhafcftiaiiri  with  fi'^l  inn  uhiur.  uiAt-niitii'}  '!•««■* 
««t>l>^r*-  aifl  cuij  rjoderxtartd  liW^auM  ti,«7  itM^  iti^iii. 
Tie  ffA  ttirntw.  MUfnur.'itrJ  I,/  tkn  nyfft^rMt  fif  ti^'irti. 


as  mm  xoTABt.a  n^K». 

uid  wlio  !■  to  himaell  a  complete  mjttay,  ia  not  willmg  ta 
fulmtt  of  any  in  religion.  "  I  only  wiah  to  believe.*'  he 
saja,  "  what  I  undentatul ''  !  The  poor  fool  would  aot  be- 
licTft  much  werp  Iw.  taltpn  at  his  word.  He  wonld  neither 
believe  in  the  fiwul  be  tatps,  seeing  ilmt  he  conld  nin  ex- 
plain ho^  it  imparta  noiiriBhment.  nor  in  the  It^it  of  the 
sun,  since  he  does  not  apprehend  hon-  it  brings  him  into 


TelatioTi  with  distant  objects,  nor  even  in  his  own  ail- 
ments, sincfi  tie  tlocti  not  comprehend  how  his  mind  evokes 
rnd  ^JveH  Ilitiin  Hhajio. 

I.itt'rnlly  nptiiking,  there  exisl  no  mjslerles.  there  are 
only  inithK ;  hut  tnith  hncomca  a  mystery  to  him  who  does 
not  imdoratond  il.  Writing  is  a  myslery  to  one  who  knows 
not  how  to  renrl ;  it  cea-ses  to  be  so  to  any  one  who  has  re- 
Cf-ivcd  Instniction.  According  na  we  educate  the  soul  and 
wiiinn  the  menHure  of  knowledge,  mysteries  begin  to  dis- 
flpjK'iir  in  proiM>rlioii ;  therefore  is  it  that  there  are  no 
mj-Mlf^rlm  in  hcnven,  because  the  angels  and  the  blessed 
hohoM  with  open  gnzo  the  objecla  w^eteot  'tre  now  poescM 


bat  tiw  mjstarioas  definitioD.  To  desenre  to  behold  them 
one  dxy  in  tbeir  beftvenlj  compniiy,  one  condition  la 
reqmsite,  namelj,  to  adore  them  meanwhile  with  steadfast 
atnd  perfect  faith  in  the  word  of  God,  which  proposes  them 
for  oar  belief.  In  the  realm  of  nature  a  m\*stery  is  a 
tmth  not  understood,  which  one  believes  withal  because 
one  sees  it.  In  the  sphere  of  reliiipon  a  mystery  is  a  truth 
not  understood,  which  one  believes  because  God  has  re- 
vealed it. 

Rciectton. — Wherefore  rebel  against  the  wonl  of  God  t 
Is  it  not  *'  as  if  the  clay  should  rebel  against  the  potter, 
and  the  work  should  say  to  the  worker  thereof,  Tliou  un- 
derstandest  not  *'  7 

CORPUS   CHRISTI. 

*3jr'lLL    the    thirteenth    century    the    Church    had    not 
V^     thought  of  establishing  a  special  festival  in  honor  of 
the  Blessed  Sacrament,  being  satisfied  with  celebrating  on 
Holy  Thursday   the    institution    of  this  divine  mystery. 
At  that  period,  however,  as  heresiarchs  dared  to  attack  the 
Real  Presence  of  Jesus  Christ  in  the  Eucliarist,  and  nu- 
merous miracles  and  special  revelations  had  occurn^d  to 
concentrate  the  attention  of  the  Christian  world  on  this 
dogma,  Pope  Urban  IV.  decreed,  in  1244,  that  a  special 
feast  should  be  instituted,  which,  by  its  solemnity  and 
pomp,  sliould  be  as  a  protestation  in  favor  of  the  unwaver- 
ing faith  of  the  Church,  and  should,  at  the  same  time, 
offer  an  honorable  reparation  for  the  blasphemies  of  im- 
pious men.     But  this  pontiff  happening  to  die  soon  after, 
the  Bull  had  not  all  the  effect  intended,  and  it  was  only 
after  the  Council  of  Vienne,  held  in  1332,  that  the  feast  of 
the  Blessed  Sacrament,  or  Corpus  Christ i,  was  definitively 
est^lished    throughout    the    Catholic   world.      The    holy 
Council  of  Trent  newly  approved  in  a  formal  and  ewnxeftt 
manner  bo^A  the  worship  itself  and  its  attendant  \)Otai^. 


The  feast  of  Oorpns  Cbmti  is  then  a  solemn  act  of  faith 
in  the  Real  Presence  of  Jesus  Christ  in  the  Blessed 
Eucharist ;  and  this  belief,  to  which  the  Chnrch  attaches 
an  importance  of  the  highest  moment,  is  the  very  ground- 
Tork  of  Catholicity,  or  rather  is  the  very  essence  of  alt 
Christianity  ;  for  if  Jesus  Christ  be  not  present  really  and 
corporeally  under  the  elements  of  bread  and  wine,  as  He 
has  Himself  formally  told  us,  His  word  is  no  longer  reliable. 


■  He  is  no  longer  God,  and  there  remains  of  n  1  gion  naught 
save  a  beanlifiil  but  sterile  philosophj  which  each  sne  can 
remodel  after  his  own  mind.  If  it  bo  lUonible  as  Prot- 
estants contend,  to  interpret  in  a  pur  Iv  allegorical  sense 
words  of  such  clcjimess  that  there  are  not  throughout  the 
whole  of  Ihe  Gospel,  any  more  positue  or  precise  it  is 
permissible  to  interpret  everything  at  will  and  the  Gospel 
remains  an  enigma,  the  solution  whireof  11  nowhere  to  be 
found.  It  is  furthermore  Ihe  intention  of  the  Church  to 
iDake  an  avowal  of  ber  love  and  gratitude  to  Our  Saviour 

Jesas  Christ,  and  to  offer  reparation  for  a.11  the  profanations 


nuns.  SB 

mnd  Bwnl«^ce8  to  vhicb  this  adonifale  sacrsiDeiit  has  been 
exposed. 

ReSecUon — O  «««k-be3Tted  and  Inkewum  Christ  iaDS  I 
O  ye  intideLi.  unbelieTef?.  aod  berptics  of  all  nisra  !  "if 
you  did  bat  know  tli<-  gift  of  God,  you  voiiM  pt>ilin|>s  have 
asked  <»f  Uim,  and  He  Tonid  bare  giveu  vtm  living 
«Bter : " 


2  PICTORIAL 


LITES  OF  THE  SAINTS. 


January  1r~THE  CIRCUMC»ION  OP  OUR  LORD. 

aiRcrMCisioN  was  a  sacrament  of  the  GUI  l^w,  and  the 
first  legal  observance  required  by  Alnu^^hty  God  of 
the  descendants  of  Abraham.  It  was  a  sacrament  of 
initiation  in  the  service  of  Crod,  and  a  promise  and  en* 
gagement  to  believe  and  act  as  He  had  rtn*ealed  and 
directed.  The  law  of  circumcision  continutsi  in  force  until 
the  death  of  Christ,  and  Our  8:iviour  being  iMtrn  under  the 
^aw,  it  became  Him^  Who  came  to  teacli  mankind  ol)edi* 
ence  to  the  law  of  Ckxi,  to  fulfil  alljitstice,  and  to  submit 
to  it.  Therefore  He  was  circumcised  that  He  might  rt(i0em 
them  that  trere  under  the  law^  by  freeing  tliem  from  the 
aervitude  of  it ;  and  that  thoee  who  wen>  in  the  condition 
of  servants  before  might  bo  set  at  ]il)erty,  and  receive  the 
adoption  cfsons  in  Baptism,  which,  by  (-hriHt^s  institution, 
succeeded  to  circumcision.  On  the  day  timt  the  divine 
Infant  was  circumcised,  He  roceive<l  the  name  of  Jiaiis, 
which  signifies  Saviour,  which  had  been  given  Him  by  the 
angel  Ix^fore  He  was  conceived.  That  name,  so  iNUiutiful, 
soi^orions,  the  divine  Child  does  not  wish  to  bear  for  one 
moment  without  fulfilling  its  moaning;  even  at  l\\tt  mo- 
ment of  H»  eljvawcisioa  He  showed  Himself  a  BAy\o\3iL\^^ 
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w'irl'l  dy  (111;  jtriMil  inysli.-ry  of  tliis  liay,  to  renew  in  our 
li'N-irU  Ml  iii'Tr-HM'  (if  fr^rvor  and  nf  geiierfeily  in  the  sor- 
vii'f  iiS  (jmi.  Miiy  lliin  year  be  one  of  fervor  anil  of  pro^- 
p:hs  !  Ii  will  K"  'ly  riijiiilly,  like  timt  wliich  has  just 
(•nihil,  ir  (iiHl  (HTinitH  lilt  ti>  M-c  iCK  end,  bow  glad  and 
tiiijijiy  WI1  hIiiiII  U:  Io  liiivo  I'IishikI  it  holity  ! 


January  3. -ST.  FULCENTIUS,  Bithop. 

IN  H|iili'  iif  fiiniily  tnintili'D  and  delienio  health,  Ful|!en- 
tiiiH  wiiH  apiHiinliit  ut  tin  parly  ago  pnieiirator  of  his 
|inivlii<-i'  at  Carlhai^',  This  anceesa,  however,  did  not 
NaiiHfy  hin  lii'iirt.  E/'vyiiij;  Iho  taxes  proved  daily  more 
<liMtinii<riil,  and  when  ho  wa»  Iwenly-two,  St.  Austin's 
erfali.li'  nil  tliti  /ttiiliiui  deckled  h'lm  lo  ctileT  Tulvf^on.     Aftci 
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six  years  of  peace,  his  monastery  was  attacked  by  Arian 
heretics,  and  Fulgentios  himself  driven  out  destitute  to  the 
desert.  He  now  sought  the  solitude  of  Egypt,  but  finding 
that  country  also  in  schism,  lie  turned  his  stops  to  Rome. 
There  the  splendors  of  the  imperial  court  only  told  him  of 
the  greater  glory  of  the  heavenly  Jerusalem,  and  at  the 
first  lull  in  the  persecution  he  resought  his  African  cell. 
Elected  bishop  in  508,  he  was  summoned  forth  to  face  new 
dangers,  and  was  shortly  after  banished  by  the  Arian  king, 
Thrasimund,  w^ith  fifty-nine  orthodox  prelates,  to  Sardinia. 
Though  the  youngest  of  the  exiles,  he  was  at  once  the 
mouthpiece  of  his  brethren  and  the  stay  of  their  flocks.  By 
his  books  and  letters,  which  are  still  extant,  ho  confounded 
both  Pelagian  and  Arian  horesiarchs,  and  confirmed  the 
Catholics  in  Africa  and  Gaul.  An  Arian  priest  betrayed 
Fulgentius  to  the  Numidians,  and  ordered  him  to  be 
scourged.  This  was  done.  His  hair  and  beard  were 
plucked  out,  and  he  was  left  naked,  his  Ixxly  one  bleeding 
sore.  Even  the  Arian  bishop  was  ashamed  of  this 
bnitality,  and  offered  to  punish  the  priest  if  the  Saint 
would  prosecute  him.  But  Fulgentius  replied,  ''A  Chris- 
tian must  not  seek  revenge  in  this  world.  God  knows 
how  to  right  His  servants^  wrongs.  If  I  were  to  bring  the 
punishment  of  man  on  that  priest,  I  should  lose  my  own 
reward  with  Grod.  And  it  would  be  a  scandal  to  many 
little  ones  that  a  Catholic  and  a  monk,  however  unworthy 
he  be,  should  seek  redress  from  an  Arian  bishop.^*  On 
Thrasimund's  death  the  bishops  returned  to  their  flocks, 
snd  Fulgentius,  having  reestablished  discipline  in  his  see, 
retired  to  an  island  monastery,  where  after  a  yearns  prepa- 
ration he  died  in  peace  in  the  year  533. 

Reflection. — Each  year  may  bring  us  fresh  changes  and 
trials  ;  let  us  learn  from  St.  Fulgentius  to  receive  all  that 
happens  as  from  the  hand  of  God,  and  appointed  toT  out 
sslTsJiaiz. 


tT.  MACARIUS  OF  ALEXANDRIA. 


^TVACAiucs  when  a  jtmtb  left  bis  froit-stnll  at  Alex- 
^■^  andria  to  join  the  great  St.  Antony.  The  potri- 
arnh,  wuned  by  a  mirat^le  of  his  ducip[e*B  aanctitj, 
nami^  him  the  heir  of  his  virtaeii.  His  life  was  one  long 
(Wififlirt  with  wlf.  "I  am  tnnnentinir  my  tormentor,"' 
replied  he  l/>  one  who  met  him  henC  doable  with  a  basket 


iif  snnd  in  Itir  hi'iil  uf  llio  day.  "  Whenever  I  am  slothful 
nnd  IiIIp,  I  nn)  |«<nt<-n<d  by  desires  for  distHnt  truTel." 
Wlinn  h<>  wiiR  iiiiilo  worn  out  he  retiirnod  to  his  cell.  Since 
tiliT|i  lit  timi'H  ovi'rixiwerwl  liim,  ho  kept  watch  for  twenty 
dii^HHiirl  iiiKhtu:  iN'intr  nlnuii  to  faint,  he  entered  his«fl 
nndHl<>|>i,  luit  hcni^'fiirth  Bh'pt  only  at  will.  A  gnatstang 
him.  111'  killiii  il.  In  ^evon|^•  for  this  softness  he  remained 
naki-ii  in  a  niHi-!<h  till  his  Uxiy  was  covered  with  noxMW» 
Mtrv)  nnil  ho  was  n^rf^niw-d  only  by  his  voice.  Onm 
nr/ii'ii  tbirr^ty  lie  peccivwl  a  vrcseni  ot  gn^M.bnt  paM& 
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them  untouched  to  a  hermit  who  was  toiling  in  the  heat 
This  one  gave  them  to  a  third,  who  handed  them  to  a 
fourth ;  thus  the  grapes  went  the  round  of  the  desert 
and  returned  to  Macarius,  who  thanked  God  for  his 
brethren's  abstinence.  ICacarins  saw  demons  assailing 
the  hermits  at  prayer.  They  put  their  fingers  into  the 
mouths  of  some,  and  made  them  yawn.  They  closed  the 
eyes  of  others,  and  walked  upon  them  when  asleep.  They 
placed  vain  and  sensual  images  before  many  of  the 
brethren,  and  then  mocked  thtise  wlio  were  captivated  by 
them.  None  vanquished  the  devils  effectually  save  those 
who  by  constant  vigilance  repelled  them  at  once.  Maca- 
lioa  visited  one  hermit  daily  for  four  months,  but  never 
could  speak  to  him,  as  he  was  always  iu  prayer ;  so  he 
called  him  an  **  angel  on  earth/*  After  being  many  years 
Saperior,  Macarius  fled  in  disguise  to  St.  Pachomius,  to 
begin  again  as  his  novice  ;  but  St.  Pachomius,  instructed 
by  a  vision,  bade  him  return  to  his  brethren,  who  loved 
him  as  their  father.  In  his  old  age,  thinking  jaature 
tamed,  he  determined  to  spend  five  days  alone  in  prayer. 
On  the  third  day  the  cell  seemed  on  fire,  and  Macarius 
came  forth.  God  permitted  this  delusion,  he  said,  lest  he 
be  ensnared  by  pride.  At  the  age  of  seventy-three  he  was 
driven  into  exile  and  brutally  outraged  by  the  Arian 
heretics.     He  died  a.  d.  394. 

Reflection. — Prayer  is  the  breath  of  the  soul.  But  St. 
Macarius  teaches  us  that  mind  and  body  must  be  brought 
to  subjection  before  the  soul  is  free  to  pray. 

January   3.— ST.   GENEVIEVE,  Virgin. 

C!  ENEViEVE  was  bom  at  Nanterre,  near  Paris.     St.  Ger- 
^^    manus,  when  passing  through,  specially  noticed  a 
%ttle  shepherdess,  and  predicted  her  future  sanctity.     A.1 
■even  years  of  age  she  made  &  vow  of  perpetual   ciVvaa- 
%    After  tbe  death   of  her  parents,    Paria  bcMiame 
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her  abode ;  bat  ihe  oftnt  tnrelled  an  works  of  men7, 
which,  by  tbe  gifts  of  pnfAteej  ftnd  mintcle*,  abe  anfail- 
iDgly  perTormed.  At  one  time  she  was  raneUr  penecnted  : 
her  eneiDiM,  jealoos  of  her  power,  called  her  a  hypocrite 
and  tried  to  drown  her ;  bnt  St.  Germaniu  having  sent 
her  Rome  blemed  bread  as  a  token  of  esteem,  the  ontcrr 
«easrd,  nnd  ever  afterwards  she  was  honored  as  a  SainL 
Dnring  the  siege  of  Paris  by  Childeric,  king  of  the  Franks, 
Cenevieve  went  out  with  a  few  followers  and  procnred  com 
for  the  starving  citizens.  SeTertheles*  Childeric,  though 
a  Jiiiiian,  refli*efe<l  her,  and  at  her  request  spared  the  lives 
of    many   pri.snru'rs.       By    her   cxhortiHions   it;pin,   when 
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Attila  and  his  Hans  were  approachiug  the  city,  the  in- 
habitants, instead  of  taking  fijght,  gaye  themselvee  to 
prayer  and  penance,  and  averted,  as  she  bad  foretold, 
tbe  impending  scourge.  CQotib,  when  converted  from 
paganism  by  his  holy  wife,  St.  Clotilda,  made  Qenevlevt 
Ait  constant  sdriser,  and,  in  spite  of  bis  violent  cbar- 
Mceer,  became  a  generoiiB  and  CbTu^iEoi  1nn%.    Sha  dl«d 
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within  a  few  weeks  of  that  monarch,  in  512,  aged  eighty- 
nine. 

A  pestUence  broke  out  at  Paris  in  1120,  which  in  a  short 
time  swept  oif  fourteen  thousand  persons,  and,  in  spite  of 
all  human  efforts,  daily  added  to  its  victims.  At  length, 
on  November  26th,  the  shrine  of  St.  Genevieve  was  carried 
in  solemn  ))rocession  through  the  city.  That  same  day  but 
three  persons  died,  the  rest  recovered,  and  no  others  were 
tiiken  ill.  This  was  but  the  first  of  a  series  of  miraculous 
favors  which  the  city  of  Paris  has  obtained  through  the 
relics  of  its  patron  Saint. 

Reflection. — G^euevieve  was  only  a  poor  peasant  girl, 
but  Christ  dwelt  in  her  heart.  She  was  anoint<Hl  with  His 
Spirit,  and  with  power ;  she  went  alK>ut  doing  g()o<l,  and 
God  was  with  her. 


January  4.— ST.  TITUS,  Bishop. 

*3^rnJS  wiis  a  convert  from  heathrnisni,  a  disciplo  of  St. 
^^  Paul,  one  of  the  chosen  coinpanions  of  the  Ap(wth^  in 
his  journey  to  the  Council  of  Jerusalem,  and  his  fellow- 
laborer  in  many  apostolic  missions.  From  the  Se{!<)n(l 
Epistle  which  St.  Paul  sent  by  the  hand  of  Titus  to  tho 
Corinthians  we  gain  an  insight  into  his  ehanieter  an<l  un- 
derstand the  strong  siffcction  which  his  uuuster  lK>re  him. 
Titus  had  been  commissioned  to  carry  out  a  twofold  offleo 
needing  much  firmness,  discretion,  and  charity.  He  was  to 
be  the  bearer  of  a  severe  rebuke  to  the  Corinthians,  who 
were  giving  scandal  and  were  wavering  in  their  faith  ;  and 
at  the  same  time  he  was  to  put  their  charity  to  a  further  test 
by  calling  upon  them  for  abundant  alms  for  tlu^  cliureh  at 
Jerust'ilem.  St.  Paul  meanwhile  was  anxiously  awaiting  tho 
result.  At  Troas  he  writes,  **  I  hfid  no  rest  in  my  spirit. 
because  I  found  not  Titus,  my  brother."  Ho  wt  sail  to 
Macedonia.     Here  st  last  Titua  brought  the  good  n<^v(«. 


Hla  nKcen  had  been  comfMe.  Hft  reported  C 
Uw  Eeal,  the  generosity  4^  the  OorinlhiaiiB,  till  t 
eoald  not  contain  his  jo;,  and  aent  back  to  them  li 
fn)  mMsenger  with  the  letter  of  comfoit  from  -vhich  irtT 
haye  qnoted.  Titus  was  flnallr  left  as  a  bishop  in  Crete, 
and  here  he,  in  tarn,  received  the  epistle  wbidti  bears  Wc 
name,  and  hero  at  last  he  died  in  peace.  ,^H 

The  mission  of  Titus  to  Corinth  shows  ns  howvNjft'flH 
disciple  caught  the  spirit  of  his  master.  He  knew  how  to 
be  firm  and  to  iiiEpire  respect.  Tbe  Corinthians,  we  an 
told,  '-n-cfiTe<l  him  with  fear  and  trembling."  Ho  was 
patient  iinil  imiostabing.  St.  Paul  "gaxe  thanks  to  God, 
Wlio  luid  |iut  such  carefulness  for  them  in  the  heart  of 
Titua.''  And  these  ^ifts  were  enhanced  br  a  quickness  to 
detect  uii'l  aill  out  nil  th:it  wns  good  in  others,  and  by  a 
joyousni-ss  wliii;h  uverBoweil  ni>un  the  sjiirit  of  St.  Pan! 
himself,  who  "ubunduutly  rejoiced  in  tbe  joy  of  Tilus." 

Reflection.— Sainia  win  their  empire  over  the  hearts  of 
men  Ijy  llicit  wide  and  affectionate  syniinithy.  This  was 
the  elinraetorialic  gift  of  St.  Titua,  as  it  wns  of  St.  Pnul,  St, 
Francis  Xuvicr,  and  many  othpra. 

ST.  CREQORT,  Bishop. 

I^T.  Gkegory  was  one  of  the  principal  senators  of 
h~^  Aulur,  and  continued  from  the  death  of  bis  wife  a 
widower  till  tbe  nge  uf  &fty-«evcn,  at  which  time,  for 
liis  singular  virtues,  he  was  consecrated  Bishop  of  I^ngres, 
whicii  sec  he  governed  with  admirable  pmdence  and 
zeal  thirty-three  j'eaia,  sanctifying  lib  pastoral  labors  bf 
the  moDt  profound  humility,  assiduous  prayer,  and  ex> 
tnonlinary  abstinence  and  mortification.  An  incredible 
nuiuIxT  of  infidels  were  converted  by  him  from  idolatry, 
and  worldly  Christians  from  their  disorders.  He  diedabont 
tie  banning  ol  tbe  year  541,  bul  wime  fifths  after  tha 
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Ep  phin  Out  (  ie  1  to  st  Bin  j,n  ts  ho  des  red  to 
be  buncd  neir  thit  brt  nls  tomb  at  Dij  n  th  ^  as  esc 
cuteil  1     h  s  virtuous  son  Tctncus  ftl  o  succeeded  h  m  in 

tiis  bialiopnc. 


January  9.— ST.  SIMEON  8TYLITES. 

^"XNF.  winler's  day,  about  the  year  401,  Iho  snow  lay 
^— '  thick  around  Sisan,  a  little  town  in  Cilicia.  A 
shepherd  boy,  who  could  not  lead  his  ahccp  to  tiie  fields 
on  account  of  the  cold,  went  to  the  church  inslend,  and 
listened  to  the  eijjht  Bealiludes,  which  were  rcail  that 
morning.  He  asked  how  t]ir;se  blessings  were  to  be  ob- 
tained, and  when  he  was  told  of  the  monastic  life  a  thirst 
for  perfeciion  arose  within  him.  He  became  the  wonder 
of  the  world,  the  great  St.  Simeon  Stylites.  He  was 
warned  that  perfection  would  cost  him  dear,  and  so  it  did. 
A  mere  child,  he  began  the  monastic  life,  and  therein 
passed  a  dozen  years  in  superhuman  austerity.  ■  H«  bouTi4 
tL  rope  round  Ms  aamt  till  the  Besh  was  put(«a&.     He  aVo 


4B  UTTwnoroHUL  tMmuat& 

ODtonoe  is  HTen  di^  and,  what  Ood  lad  him  to  aaoIilaiT 
life,  kept  faats  of  tortj  dajB.  Thlilj  bbisu  jeui  he  ^Hnt 
on  the  top  of  ptlkn,  ezpoaed  to  boM  and  ooU,  dij  and 
nigfat  adoring  the  majeet^  of  Ood.  Perfeotton  WM  •□  In 
All  to  Bt.  Simeon ;  the  means  nothing,  ezoept  in  bo  far  at 


God  clioBc  tlii^ 


I  for  I 


w  roo  fF^if  Hcro  8US 
piuious  of  a.  life  bo  i  ew  ai  d  so  stra  go  and  tl  e}  sent  one 
of  tlicir  iiunilxtr  to  d  St  6  meu  come  down  frtim  bit 
pilliir  nnd  return  to  the  common  1  fe  In  a  moment  the 
Saint  made  ready  to  lescend  b  t  the  E^fptian  leb 
gious  was  gjitiafled  with  this  proof  of  humility.  '  Stay,"  he 
said,  "and  take  courage;  yonr  way  of  life  is  from 
God." 

Cheerfulnesit,  humility,  and  obedience  set  their  seal  npon 
the  austerities  of  St.  Simeon.  The  words  which  God  pot 
into  bis  mouth  brought  crowds  of  heathen  to  baptism  and 
of  sinners  to  penance.'  At  lost,  in  the  year  460,  those  who 
watched  below'noticed  that  be  had  been  motionless  three 
irboh  dnj's.  "hey  ascended,  and  found  the  old  man's  bod; 
MtiJi  bent  in  Nie  attitude  ot  pn.jeT|  \n&  ^ua  wol  vaa  wtifa 
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Ck>d.  ExtraordiDary  as  the  life  of  St.  Simeon  may  appear,  it 
teaches  us  two  plain  and  practical  lessons  :  First,  we  mnst 
constiintly  renew  within  oarselves  an  intense  desire  for  per- 
fection. Secondly,  we  must  use  with  fidelity  and  courage 
the  means  of  perfection  God  points  out 

Reflection. — St.  Augustine  says :  '*  This  is  the  business 
of  our  life-:  i/y^ort  and  by  toil,  by  prayer  and  supplica- 
tion, to  «:dvunc^  in  the  grace  of  God,  till  we  come  to  that 
height  of  perfection  in  which  with  clean  hearts  we  may 
behold  God." 


January  6.— THE  EPIPHANY  OF  OUR  LORD. 

HE  word  Epiphany  moans  *'  manifestation/'  and  it 
has  ii>assed  into  general  acceptance  throughout  the 
universal  Church,  from  the  fact  that  Jesus  Christ  mani- 
fested to  the  eyes  of  men  His  divine  mission  on  this 
day  first  of  all,  when  a  miraculous  star  revealed  His  birth 
to  the  kings  of  the  East,  who,  in  spite  of  the  difficul- 
ties and  dangers  of  a  long  and  te<lious  jotirney  through 
deserts  and  mountains  almost  impassable,  hastened  at  once 
to  Bethlehem  to  adore  Him  and  to  offer  Him  mystical 
presents,  as  to  the  King  of  kings,  o  the  God  of  heaven 
and  earth,  and  to  a  Man  withal  feeble  and  mortal.  The 
seeciud  manifestation  was  when,  going  out  from  the  waters 
of  the  Jordan  after  having  received  Baptism  from  the 
hands  of  St.  John,  the  Holy  Ghost  descended  on  Him  in 
the  visible  form  of  a  dove,  and  a  voice  from  heaven  was 
heard,  saying,  **This  is  My  beloved  Son,  in  Whom  I  am 
well  pleased."  The  third  manifestation  was  that  of  His 
divine  power,  when  at  the  marriage-feast  of  Cana  He 
changed  the  water  into  wine,  at  the  sight  whereof  His  dis- 
ciples believed  in  Him.  The  remembrano  of  these  three 
great  events,  concurring  to  the  same  end^  ^he  Church  \\as^ 
wished  to  celebra^  in  one  and  the  same  festival 


[UXCAMST. 


■tc  O*  ilM^hj  fill  II  If  IhB  MBlB 
Chad,  Wb>  fnm  Bm  cndfe  Mka  kavn  ffi>  corav  *» 
tfc*  ■faqriMfi^  and  aagi— to  the  atacphcnfa  br  voHB  itf  Hk 
•Dye).  v»  Ifae  Magp  bf  •  aUr  m  tke  Eaa.  .Adwn  tha 
doeOitj  of  IbcM  ktng^    Jen*  h  tmrn :  behold  dwH  ■!  Hm 


fmt  I  L^t  UN  )k)  liltle,  let  us  hide  ournelres,  and  the  divine 
Htn'iifC'li  will  1mi  granted  to  us.  Let  us  be  diwile  and  quick 
in  following  divine  inspirations,  and  we  shall  then  beoome 
wlwi  of  llie  wisdom  of  God,  powerful  of  Hia  almighty 


January  7.— ST.  LUCIAN.  Martyr. 

GIt.  I.itnUN  wiis  Imni  ut  Samosata  in  Svria.  Having 
^^  loMt  liin  panmtn  in  liis  jouth,  lie  distributed  all  his 
wurldly  goods,  of  vrliich  ho  inherited  an  iibundaut  share, 
In  Mie  l<uoT,  and  witliilraw  t»  Edessa,  to  live  iieaT  a  holjr 
man  luiined  Hacarina,  who  imbued  his  mind  with  a  knuwl* 
f«(gv  of  tlio  Holy  Scriptures,  nud  led  liim  to  the  practic* 
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of  the  Christian  virtaefl.  Having  become  a  priest,  his 
time  was  divided  between  the  external  duties  of  his  holy 
state,  the  performance  of  works  of  charity,  and  the  study 
of  sacred  literature.  He  revised  the  books  of  the  Old  and 
New  Testaments,  expunging  the  errors  which  had  found 
their  way  into  the  text  either  through  the  negligence  of 
copyists  or  the  malice  of  heretics,  thus  preparing  the  way 
for  St.  Jerome,  who  shortly  after  was  to  give  to  the  world 
the  Latin  translation  known  as  "  The  Vulgate."  Having 
been  denounced  as  a  Christian,  Lucian  was  thrown  into 
prison  and  condemned  to  the  torture,  which  was  protracted 
for  twelve  whole  days.  Some  Christians  visited  him  in 
prison,  on  ihe  feast  of  the  Epiphany,  and  brought  bread 
and  wine  to  him ;  while  bound  and  chained  down  on  his 


back,  he  consecrated  the  divine  mysteries  npon  his  own 
breast,  and  commnnicated  Ihe  faithful  who  were  present. 
He  fiuisbcd  hiii  glorious  career  in  prison,  and  died  with  the 
words,  "  I  am  a  Christian,"  on  his  lips. 

Reflection.— W  ire  woald  keep  OUT  faith  pure,  we  moal 


so  UTTUI  PIUtOlUAL  [JAKDl«T  B. 

■tody  tU  bolj  tnitlis.  We  oannot  detect  falsdhood  till  we 
know  and  lore  the  troth  ;  and  to  na  the  truth  ia  not  an 
•batmotion,  bnt  a  Penon,  JeeoB  Cbriat,  God  aod  Uao. 

January  8.— ST.  APOLLINARI8,  THE  APOLOQIST, 

Bishop. 

aLAUSniB  AfoujNABis,  Bishop  of  HierapolM  in 
Phrygui,  was  one  of  the  most  illustnoiu  prelatea  of 
the  second  age  Notwithstanding  the  great  encomiums 
bestowed  on  him  by  Ensebiua,  St.  Jerome  Theodoret  and 


others,  but  little  b  known  of  bis  actions ;  and  his  writ- 
ings, which  tlien  were  held  in  great  esteem,  seem  now 
to  be  all  lost.  He  wrote  many  able  treatises  against  the 
heretics,  and  pointed  out,  as  St.  Jerome  testifies,  from 
what  philosophical  sect  each  heresy  derived  its  erron. 
Nothing  rendered  his  name  so  illustrious,  however,  as  hli 
noble  apology  Tor  the  Christian  religion  which  be  addressed 
to  the  SmperoT  Marcus  Aurelius,  about  the  year  17S,  soon 
M/ter  the  nuraouloos  victory  that  pruina  bad  obtsdnad  ovw 


jjoniAMT  v.]  una  or  thi  unm.  SI 

the  Qaadi  by  the  pmyen  of  the  Christians.  St  ApolUnaris 
reminded  the  emperor  of  the  benefit  be  had  received  from 
God  through  the  prayers  of  his  Christian  subjects,  nnd 
implored  protection  for  them  against  the  peraeculion  of  the 
pagans.  Marcus  Aurelias  publiabed  an  edict  in  which  he 
forbade  any  one.  under  pain  of  death,  to  accuse  a  Chris- 
tian on  account  of  his  reli^on  ;  but,  by  a  strange  incon- 
sistency, he  had  not  the  courage  to  abolish  the  laws  then 
in  force  against  the  Christians,  and,  as  a  consequence, 
many  of  them  suffered  martyrdom,  though  their  accusers 
were  alao  put  to  deaih.  The  date  of  St.  ApoHinaris'  death 
is  not  IcnowD  \  the  Botnan  Martyrology  mentions  him  on 
the  8th  of  January. 

Reflection. — "  Then-fore  I  say  unto  you,  all  things 
whatsoever  you  ask  when  you  pray,  believe  that  you  shall 
receive  :  and  they  shall  come  unto  you." 


January  9.-8S.  JULIAN  and  BA8ILISSA,   Martyn. 

Clj-  JcLUN  and  St.  Basilissa,  though  married,  lived, 
^^  by  mutual  consent,  in  perpetual  chastity ;  they 
aanctifled  themselves  by  the  most  perfect  exercisee  of 
ftD  ascetic  life,  and  employed  their  revenues  in  reliev- 
ing the  poor  and  the  sick.  For  this  purpose  they  con- 
verted their  house  into  a  kind  of  boepital,  in  which  they 
aometimes  entertained  a  thou3an<l  poor  people.  Basiliaea 
attecded  those  of  her  sex.  in  separate  lodgings  from  the 
men  ;  these  were  taken  care  of  by  Julian,  who  from  his 
charity  is  named  the  Eoepitalarian.  Egypt,  where  they 
Uved,  bad  then  begun  to  at>ound  with  examples  of  persons 
who,  either  in  the  cities  or  in  the  deeeria,  devoted  them- 
■elves  to  the  most  perfect  exercises  of  charity,  penance, 
and  mortification.  Basiliasa,  after  having  stood  seven 
persecutions,  died  id  peace ;  JuJian  survived  her  man^ 
jeaiB  and  received  the  crown  of  ft  f^lorioos  martytdon. 


n  UTTUt  PICTUSIAI.  [jAirUABT  9. 

together  vitliGeleuB,  a  yoath,  Antony,  a  priest,  Anastaaios, 
and  Karcianilla,  the  mother  of  Celsus.  Many  cliniches 
and  boepitals  in  the  East,  and  especially  in  the  West,  bear 
tbename  of  one  or  other  of  these  martyrs.  Four  churches 
at  Home,  and  three  out  of  five  at  Paris,  which  bear  the 
name  of  St.  Julian,  were  originally  dedicated  under  the 
name  of  St.  Julian,  the  Hospitaiarian  and  martyr.  In  the 
time  of  St.  Gregory  the  Great,  the  skult  of  St.  Julian  was 
brought  ont  of  the  East  into  France,  and  given  to  Queen 
Brunebanlt ;  she  gave  it  to  the  nunnery  which  she  founded 
at  £tampes  ;  part  of  it  is  at  present  in  the  monast«ry  of 
Horigny,  near  ^tampcs,  and  part  in  the  church  of  the  reg- 
ular canoneases  of  St.  Basilissa  at  Paris. 


Reflection.^  Uod  ofien  r«>.rard3  men  for  works  tiiat  are 

pleasing  in  Hie  eight  by  giving  tliem  grace  and  opportunity 
to  do  other  works  higher  still,  St.  Augustine  said,  "  I 
have  never  seen  a  comimssionate  and  charitable  man  die  a 
imd  death. " 


January  10.— ST.  WILLIAM,  Archblthap. 

^TT^judAit  BcRRurEK,  of  the  illitstrioiis  fHinily  of  the 
^XA.  nnclent  Couots  of  Nevera,  was  educated  by  Pet«r 
the  Hermit,  Archdeacon  of  Soissona,  his  unt'lo  by  the 
toother's  side.  From  bis  infancy  William  Icarncil  to  de- 
spise the  folly  and  emptiness  of  the  world,  lo  abhor  its 
pleasures,  and  to  tremble  at  its  dangers.  His  only  de- 
light was  in  exercises  of  piety  and  in  his  Ktudies,  in 
which  he  employed  bis  whole  time  with  inderutigable  ap- 
I^ication.  He  was  mode  canon,  first  of  Boissons  nnd  after- 
wards of  Paris  ;  hut  he  soon  resolved  to  abandon  the  world, 
snd  retired  into  the  solitude  of  Grandmont,  where  he  lived 
with  great  regularity  in  that  auslere  Order  until  finally  he 
Joined  the  Cistercians,  then  in  wonderful  odor  of  sanctity. 
After  some  time  he  was  choeen  Prior  of  the  Abbey  of  Pon- 
tigny,  and  afterwards  became  Abbot  of  Chaalis.  On  the 
death  of  Henri  de  Sully,  Archbishop  of  Bourges,  William 
was  chosen  to  succeed  bim.  The  annoDDcement  ot  \'titft 
tiew  H^itr  wbicb  bad  /alien  on  him  overwhelmed  ^Vb» 
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with  grief,  and  he  would  not  have  aooepted  the  office  had 
not  the  Pope  and  his  General,  the  Abbot  of  Citeaax,  oom- 
manded  him  to  do  bo.  His  first  care  in  his  new  position 
was  to  conform  hia  life  to  tlie  moat  perfect  rules  of  sanctity. 
He  redoubled  all  his  austerities,  saying  it  was  incnmbent 
on  him  now  to  do  penance  for  others  as  well  as  for  himself. 
He  ^ways  wore  a  hair-shirt  under  his  religious  habit,  and 
never  added  to  his  clothing  in  winter  or  diminished  it  in 
snmmer ;  he  never  ate  any  fleah-moat,  though  he  had  it  at 
his  table  for  strangers.  When  he  drew  near  his  end,  be 
was,  at  his  request,  laid  on  ashes  in  his  hair-cloth,  and  in 
this  posture  expired  on  the  10th  of  January,  1309.  His 
body  was  interred  in  his  cathedral,  and,  being  honored  by 
many  miracles,  was  taken  up  in  1217,  and  in  the  year  fol- 
iowiug  William  was  canonized  by  Po]>e  Honorius  III. 

Reflection. — The  champions  of  faith  prove  the  truth  of 
their  teaching  no  less  by  tlio  holiness  of  their  lives  than  by 
the  force  of  their  ni^uments.  Never  forget  that  to  convert 
others  wc  must  firat  see  to  our  own  souls. 


January  11.— ST.  THE0D08IUS,  THE   CENOBIARCH. 

^p^HEODOaiiTB  was  Iwm  in  Cappadocia  in  428.  The  ex- 
^-'  ample  of  Abraham  urged  him  to  leave  his  conn* 
try,  and  his  desire  to  follow  Jesna  Christ  attracted  hini 
to  the  religious  life.  He  placed  himself  under  Longi- 
nus,  a  very  holy  hermit,  who  acnt  him  to  govern  a  monas- 
tery near  Bethlehem.  Unable  to  bring  himself  t«  command 
others,  he  fled  to  a  cavern,  where  he  lived  Id  penance  and 
prayer.  His  great  charity,  however,  forbade  him  to  refuse 
the  charge  of  some  disciples,  who,  few  at  first,  became  in 
time  a  vast  number,  and  Theodosius  built  a  large  monas- 
tery and  three  churches  for  them.  He  became  eventually 
Superior  of  the  religious  communities  of  Palestine.  Tbeo- 
doeim  McooBtmodated  himself  so  carefully  to  the  oharacten 
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of  bia  BQbjecta  that  his  reproob  were  loved  rather  than 
dreaded.  But  once  be  was  obliged  to  separate  from  the 
oommanion  of  the  others  a  religious  guilty  of  a  grave  fault, 
instead  of  humbly  accepting  his  sentence,  the  monk  was 
arrogant  enough  t^  pretend  to  eicommunicate  Theodosius 
in  revenge.  Theodoains  thought  not  of  indignation,  nor 
of  his  own  position,  but  meekly  submitted  to  this  false  and 
nnjust  excommunication.  This  so  touched  the  heart  of  his 
disciple  that  he  submitted  at  onre  and  acknowk'dged  his 
faolt.  Thcodosius  never  refused  assistance  to  any  jn 
poverty  or  alSiction ;  on  some  days  the  monks  laid  more 
>  hundred  tables  for  those  iu  want.     In  times  of 


famine  Theodoeius  forbade  the  alms  to  be  diminished,  and 
often  miraculously  multiplied  tiie  provisions.  He  also  built 
five  hospitals,  in  which  he  lovingly  served  the  sick,  while 
by  assiduous  spiritual  reading  he  maintained  liimself  in 
perfect  recollection.  He  successfully  oppo«ed  the  Eutychian 
heresy  in  Jerusalem,  and  for  this  was  banished  by  the  em- 
peror. He  suffered  a  long  and  paisful  nulady,  aDd  TetuaeA 
to  pray  to  be  eared,  caUiag  it  a  Mlutaxy  peoance  toi  Ul 
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former  saooeases.    He  died  at  the  age  of  a  hundred  and 

six. 

Reflection.— St.  Thcodoeins,  for  the  sake  of  charity, 
sacrificed  all  he  meet  prized — his  home  for  the  love  of  Gtod, 
and  his  solitude  for  the  love  of  his  neighbor.  Can  ours  be 
true  charity  if  it  costs  us  little  or  nothing  ? 

January  12.— ST.  AELRED,  Abbot. 

^^NE  thing  thou  lackest."  In  these  words  Grod  called 
^^  Aelred  from  the  court  of  a  royal  Saint,  David  of 
Scotland,  to  the  silence  of  the  cloister.  He  left  the  king, 
the  companions  of  his  youth,  and  a  friend  most  dear,  to 
obev  the  call.  The  conviction  that  in  the  world  his  soul 
was  in  danger  alone  enabled  him  to  break  such  ties. 
Long  afterwards  the  bitterness  of  the  parting  remiiined 
fresh  in  his  soul,  and  he  declared  that,  '*  though  he 
had  left  his  dear  ones  in  the  body  to  serve  his  Lord,  his 
heart  was  ever  with  them."  He  entered  the  Cisterdan 
Order,  and  even  there  his  yearning  for  sympathy  showed 
itself  in  a  special  attraction  to  one  among  the  brethren 
named  Simon.  This  holy  monk  had  left  the  world  in  his 
youth,  and  appeared  as  one  deaf  and  dumb,  so  absorbed 
was  he  in  Grod.  One  day  Aelred,  forgetting  for  the  mo- 
ment the  rule  of  perpetual  silence,  spoke  to  him.  At  once 
he  prostrated  himself  at  his  feet  in  token  of  his  fault ;  but 
Simon^s  look  of  pain  anddispleasure  haunted  him  for  many 
a  year,  and  taught  him  to  let  no  human  feeling  disturb  for 
one  moment  his  union  with  God.  A  certain  novice  onoe 
came  to  Aelred,  saying  that  he  must  return  to  the  world. 
But  Aelred  had  begged  his  soul  of  Gkxi,  and  answeredt 
**  Brother,  ruin  not  thyself;  nevertheless  thou  canst  not, 
even  though  thou  wouldst."  However,  he  would  not 
listen,  and  wandered  among  the  hills,  thinking  all  the 
while  be  was  going  far  from  the  abbe^ .    At  sunset  be  found 


WM.  Tk  tw^  wMk  he  MM  ns  ilrind.  vho  Ml  m  Uft 
neck,  ikjin^  "Son.  vfej  h*M  thoo  door  so  with  BMt  Lat 
I  l«Te  wept  Ax-  tbte  with  naBT  Wus.  and  I  mui  in  Q«m1 
that,  as  I  fa»Te  «A>d  of  Him.  tfaoa  shall  ik4  pt^roh."  Th» 
world  does  not  so  k>Tc  its  fmnd*.  At  tb«  cumnuUMl  wf  hit 
cnpericas  Adied  composMl  his  gTMt  wt>rfcs,  thv  S^iirttmU 
Fri«i¥UHp  and  the  Jfirrvr  ^  CShariTy.     In  the  Utior  h« 


says  that  true  )ove  of  tlod  is  only  to  !«  (ilitBlmti  by  jiiliiInK 
ourselves  in  all  tliiDga  to  the  I'asnioti  uf  (  hrUt  Ilii  illud 
in  HAT,  founder  and  Abbot  of  RieTeaux,  the  niiMt  uiihU)!* 
monafiterj  in  Eiigtanil,  and  8u|>orior  ot  aome  tliroo  hun- 
dred monks. 

Reflection —AVheii  a  man  has  given  himself  In  Uixl, 
God  give*  back  friendBhip  with  all  His  other  gifts  n  hun- 
dredfold. Friends  are  then  loved  no  longer  for  themfuilvtM 
only,  bnt  for  God,  and  that  with  a  love  lively  and  tomlcp  ; 
for  God  can  easily  purif/  teeUng.  It  is  not  feullnit.  ^>ul 
MAt-iore,  wbJcb  ooirapts  frieadMbip, 


jHMiy  13r-ST.  VERONICA  OF  MHJUL 

*«r'uu«lCA'8  pwentt  wen  pwwinte  of  a  TiDags  near 
"  HOan.  From  hfr  ehOdbood  abn  tmkd  hard  in  tha 
home  and  tbe  Held,  and  accamphalwd  ebeetfnify  tmaj 
menial  task.  Gradually  the  desire  (or  perfeetiiMi  grew 
within  ber;  she  became  deal  to  the  jokt*  and  aongy 
at  her  companions,  and  sometimes,  when  teaptng  and 
hoeing,  wonld  bide  ber  face  and  weep.  Knowing  no  let- 
ters, she  began  to  be  anxions  about  her  learning,  and  rose 
secretly  at  night  to  teach  berself  to  read.  Our  lAdy  told 
her  that  other  things  were  neoeesarj,  but  not  this.  She 
showed  Veronica  three  mmicnl  letters  which  would  teach 
her  more  than  books.  The  Gist  signiSed  poritj  of  inten- 
tion; the  second,  abhorrence  of  murmuring  or  criticism; 
the  thinl,  daily  meditation  on  the  Passion.  By  the  first 
she  Icuniod  to  liegin  her  dnily  duties  for  no  human  motive, 
bnt  for  Uod  Alone ;  by  the  second,  to  carry  out  what  she 
had  thus  begun  by  attending  (o  her  own  Affairs,  never 
Judging  lior  neighbor,  but  praying  for  those  who  manifestly 
erred ;  by  the  third  she  was  enabled  to  forget  her  own 
pains  and  sorrows  in  those  of  her  Lord,  and  to  weep  hourly, 
bnt  silently,  over  the  memory  of  His  wrongs.  She  had 
constant  ecstasies,  and  saw  in  successive  visions  the  whole 
life  of  Jesus,  and  many  other  mysteries.  Yet,  by  a  spedal 
grace,  neither  her  raptures  nor  her  tears  over  interraptad 
her  labors,  which  ended  only  with  death.  After  three 
years'  patient  waiting  she  was  received  as  a  lAy-aister  in 
the  convent  of  St.  Martha  at  Uilan.  The  community  was 
extremely  poor,  and  Veronica's  duty  was  to  beg  throngfa 
the  city  for  their  daily  food.  Three  years  after  receiving 
the  habit  she  was  afflicted  with  secret  but  constant  bodily 
pains,  yet  never  would  consent  to  be  relieved  of  any  of  her 
Jsbora,  or  to  omit  one  of  ber  prayers.  By  exact  obedienoa 
ste  beaune  s  L'ring  copy  of  tbe  rQ\e,  Kud.  oXM^od.  with  a 
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smQe  the  least  hint  of  her  Superior.  She  Bonght  to  the  loat 
the  moBt  hard  sod  hambliog  occnpations,  and  in  their  per- 
formance enjojed  some  of  the  highest  fftTors  ever  granted 
to  Saint.     She  died  in  1497,  on  the  day  she  had  foretold, 


after  a  six  months'  illness,  aged  fifty-two  yedrs,  niid  ii 
thirtietli  of  faer  religious  profi^aion. 

Reaection.— When  Veronica  was  ui^pmI  in  sickness  to 
accept  some  exemption  from  her  littiors,  hur  one  answer 
was,  "  I  must  work  while  I  can,  while  I  have  time."  Dare 
we,  then,  waste  ours  ? 


January  W^8T.  HILARY   OF   POITIERS. 

Cfx.  HiUHY  was  a  natire  of  Poitiers  in  Aquitaine. 
^^  Bom  ami  educated  a  pagan,  it  was  not  till  near 
middle  age  that  he  embraeed  Christianity,  moved  thereto 
mainly  by  the  idea  of  God  presented  to  him  in  the  Holy 
ficriptares.  He  soon  converted  his  wife  and  d&ughtei, 
ud  Beparated  binueJf  rigidly  from  all  (in-Catholic  wm- 


fmaj.  In  tbm  htgimmg  cf  hk  eamvamaa  St.  HBaij  would 
iMt  est  whh  Jews  or  beiMia,  nor  alnts  than  I9  thewKjr; 
but  afterwmid*,  for  tbetr  nke,  be  ndand  tbia  ■ererily. 
He  rniered  Holj  Oiden,  and  in  S3I  wma  dioaen  biafaop  of 
bis  nalire  cilj.  Amnimi.  onder  Ibe  protection  of  tbe 
Enqifror  Consluitina,  wm  jmt  then  in  tbe  height  of  ita 
power,  and  St.  HiUry  fbood  himself  called  opon  to  suf^Mrt 
tbe  orthodox  omae  in  serenl  Gallic  cooncils,  in  irhich 
Arian  bisfaope  farmed  an  oTenrbdming  majoritj-.  He  was 
in  consequence  accused  to  tbe  emperor,  who  banished  him 
to  Pbnrgia.     He  qient  his  three  fean  and  more  of  exile  in 


composing  his  great  works  on  tbe  Trinity.  In  350  he  at- 
tended the  Council  of  Seleacia,  in  which  Ariana,  semi- 
ArlanA,  and  Catholics  contonded  for  tbe  mtutery.  With 
the  deputies  of  the  council  he  proceeded  to  Constantinople, 
and  there  so  dismayed  the  heads  of  the  Arias  party  that 
they  jirevailed  upon  the  emperor  to  let  him  return  to  Oaol. 
He  traversed  Gaul,  Italy,  and  Illyria,  wherever  he  cams 
diaoomBiing  tbe  heretics  and  procuring  the  triumph  of 
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orthodoxy.     After  seven  or  eight  years  of  missionary  travel 
he  returned  to  Poitiers,  where  he  died  in  peace  in  868. 

Reflection.— Like  St  Hilary ,  we,  too,  are  called  to  a 
lifelong  contest  with  heretics ;  we  shall  succeed  in  propor- 
tion as  we  combine  hatred  of  heresy  with  compassion  for 
its  victims. 


January  15.— ST.  PAUL,  the  First  Hermit. 

yr^fr.  Paul  was  bom  in  Upper  Egypt,  about  the  year  230, 
^^     and  became  an  orphan  at  the  age  of  fifteen.    He  was 
very  rich  and  highly  edacated.     Fearing  lest  the  tortures 
of  a  terrible  persecution  might  endanger  his  Christian 
perseverance,  he  retired  into  a  remote  village.      But  his 
pagan  brother-in-law  denounced  him,  and  St.  Paul,  rather 
than  remain  where  his  faith  was  in  danger,  entered  the 
barren  desert,  trusting  that  God  would  supply  his  wants. 
And  his  confidence  was  rewarded ;  for  on  the  spot  to  which 
Providence  led  him  he  found  the  fruit  of  the  palm-tree  for 
food,  and  its  leaves  for  clothing,  and  the  water  of  the 
spring  for  drink.    His  first  design  was  to  return  to  the 
world  when  the  persecution  was  over ;  but,  tasting  great 
delights  in  prayer  and  penance,  he  remained  the  rest  of 
bis  life,  ninety  years,  in  penance,  prayer,  and  contempla- 
tion.    God  revealed  his  existence  to  St   Antony,  who 
KQgfat  him  for  three  days.     Seeing  a  thirsty  she-wolf  run 
through  an  opening  in  the  rocks,  Antony  followed  her  to 
iook  for  water,  and  found  Paul.     They  knew  each  other  at 
once,  and  praised  God  together.     When  St.  Antony  visited 
him,  a  raven  brought  him  a  loaf,  and  St.  Paul  said,  **  See 
how  good  God  is  I    For  sixty  years  this  bird  has  brought 
Oe  half  a  loaf  every  day  ;  now  thou  art  come,  Christ  has 
<k)Qbled  the  provision  for  His  servants.  ^'    Having  passed  the 
ai^t  in  prayer,  at  dawn  of  day  Paul  told  Antony  that  \i« 
Wis  about  to  die,  and  asked  to  bo  buried  in  the  cloak  giYeii 


to  Antony  by  Bt  Atbaaamu.  Anton;  hastened  to  fotdi 
it,  Knd  on  his  wa;  back  mw  Paul  rise  to  heATon  in  glor;. 
He  found  his  dead  body  kneeUng  as  if  in  prajer,  and  two 


lions  came  and  dug  his  grare. 
dred  and  thirteenth  yenr. 

Reflection. — Wo  shall  never  repent  of  having  trusted  lo 
God,  for  He  cannot  fail  those  who  lean  on  Him  ;  nor  shall 
we  over  traat  in  ourselves  witlioiit  being  deci-'ived. 


January  16.-ST.  HONORATUS,  ArchWahop. 

cVt.  Hunoratl's  was  of  a  consular  Boman  familj 
i^  settled  in  Gaul.  In  liis  youth  he  renounced  tbs 
worship  of  idols,  and  gained  bis  elder  brother,  Venan- 
tius,  to  Christ.  Convinced  of  the  hoUowness  of  the  thinp 
of  this  world,  they  wished  to  renounce  it  with  all  ita 
pleasures,  but  a  fond  pagan  father  put  continual  obstades 
in  their  way.  At  length,  taking  with  them  Bt.  Capraia,  k 
boij  hermit,  for  their  director,  they  sailed  from  MaraeiDai 
to  Greece,  with  the  intentiou  to  ^Va  UtoK  unknown  in 
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n  dM  tandT  at  MMbou, 
and  Honoratos.  bring  klaa  nek.  ««•  olili^  (o  Mnrn  with 
his  eoBdndor.  He  fint  led  a  favmiitical  Ufir  in  th»  moan* 
tains  iKar  FnJBs.  T^o  mmUI  isbuHk  lie  in  the  m«  ne«r 
that  coast :  on  the  snwUer.  now  koown  as  St.  Honur^,  our 
Saint  Mttled.  and.  Iving  foUoT«d  by  others,  he  then 
founded  the  fantcNts  monasteir  of  Lprin*,  about  lh«  yrar 
400.  Some  of  his  foUowen  he  appoinied  to  live  in  cora- 
moniljr ;  others,  who  aeemed  more  perfect,  in  se|Mmle  rclla 
aa  aocbo(«t&  Bis  rule  was  chiefly  borrowed  fn>ni  that  of 
8t.  Pacbomjiu.    Nothing  can  be  more  timiable  than  th« 


descrijition  St.  Hilary  has  given  of  thp  exprlloni  virliii*  of 
this  tompany  of  saints,  especially  of  the  charily,  coiilhirI, 
humility,  compunction,  and  demotion  which  niltciiMl  among 
them  under  the  conduct  of  nur  holy  nblxit.  He  was,  by 
com  pulsion.  conBecrat«d  Archbishop  of  Aricn  in  421,  nnd 
di«d,  exhausted  with  attstorities  and  aiM«U>lical  InlHirn,  in 
429. 

Reflection. — The  soul  cannot  truly  serre  Ood  vVWv  U  Vk 
inTtdved  in  the  datractJoaa  and  pleainres   of  the  vur\&. 


J 


Ki,  IfciDonUos  knev  thu,  and  Amt  to  be  a 
Cfjmt  bw  I/ifvL  BeH^Te,  is  wfaaievcr  aferte  job  we,  lo 
liir<$  A^MQlutel/  dctadbed  from  the  votid,  and  to  myumia 
yuutmM  iw  much  m  poesilile  fnm.  iL 

January  17.-87.  ANTONY,  Patriardi  of  Ho^a. 

Cij'  Akto.s'V  wim  barn  in  the  year  S51,  in  Upper 
^  Kf^rpt.  Hearing  at  Has  the  voida,  **If  thoa  wilt 
\m  \H*rfitt:i,  go,  sell  what  tbon  hast,  and  gire  to  the 
\Hntr,**  ho  gave  away  all  his  rest  pmwfiwiniw  Efe  then 
li«;ggf*<l  an  agi»(l  licmiit  to  teach  him  the  qnritnal  life  He 
alffi  \'\mUh\  vnrioijH  Holitaries,  copying  in  himself  the  prin- 
«;ip;il  viriijn  r»f  mmjIi.  To  serve  God  more  perfectly,  An- 
Uiuy  t^\\\^'.r^'i\  lli«?  <k'Ki;rt  and  immured  himself  in  a  rain, 
hijildifj;;  up  \Ui*  (l<Kir  w)  that  none  could  enter.  lien*  the 
di'ViU  2ihHaull(*d  liirn  most  furiously,  appearing  as  varioos 
nionht4'r«,  iirid  »*v<ti  wounding  him  severely;  but  his  cour- 
aj(<'  iii!V<T  fiiili'd,  jiikJ  he  overcame  them  all  by  confidence 
III  (i<Mj  and  by  tlio  sign  of  the  cross.  One  nij^lit,  iKiliilst 
Antony  wim  in  his  Kolilud(%  many  devils  scourged  hiia  so 
tM'f'ibly  that  he  lay  (i»  if  dead.  A  friend  found  him  thns, 
and  l^tiiovinK  him  diMid  carried  him  home.  But  '^Fhen 
Antony  (^anio  to  himself  he  persuadeil  his  friend  to  c:in7 
him,  in  spito  of  his  wounds,  back  to  his  solitude.  Uere, 
pnmtratc  froni  weakness,  ho  defied  the  devils,  saying,  **1 
fear  you  not  ;  you  cannot  separate  me  from  the  love  of 
Christ.*'  After  more  vain  ass^iults  the  devils  fled,  and 
(/hrist  appeared  to  Antony  in  glory.  His  only  food  iras 
brtjjul  and  water,  which  ho  never  tasted  before  sunset,  and 
Nometimes  only  onco  in  two,  three,  or  four  days.  He  wore 
Mickeloth  and  sheei)skin,  and  he  often  knelt  in  prayer  from 
Huriset  to  sunrise.  Many  souls  flocked  to  him  for  advice, 
and  after  twenty  years  of  solitude  ho  consented  to  guide 
them  in  holiness— thus  founding  the  first  monastery.  Ha 
niiriwrous  /nfracles  attn\cted  sucli  multitudes  that  he  flod 
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unca  or  tsb  baiktb. 


again. into  solitude,  where  he  lired  by  mannal  labor.  He 
expired  peAcef utiy  at  a  very  advanced  nge.  St.  Athmuusins, 
bis  biogrnphcr,  says  that  the  mere  knowledge  of  bow  St. 
Antony  lived  is  a  good  guide  to  virtae. 


Reflect ioo. — The  more  violent  were  the  aseaulte  of 
temptation  suffered  by  St.  Antony,  the  more  firmly  did  he 
grasp  his  we^>ons,  namely,  taortiflcation  iin<l  jirnjer.  Let 
us  imitate  him  in  this  if  we  wish  to  obtain  victories  like 


his. 


January  IS^ST.  PETER'S  CHAIR  AT  ROME. 

CSt.  Peter  having  triumphe<l  over  the  devil  in  the  East, 
F^  the  latter  panned  him  to  Rome  in  the  person  of 
Simon  Mneus.  He  who  had  formeriy  trembled  at  the  voice 
of  a  poor  majd  now  feared  not  the  very  ibrone  of  idolatry 
and  superstition.  Tbe  capital  of  the  empire  of  the  world, 
and  the  centre  of  impiety,  called  for  the  zeal  of  the  Princa 
of  Apostles.  God  had  estaldished  the  Roman  Empire,  &iv& 
(  dimiinioB  beyond  that  of  any  lormer  mon- 


anhTf  f"  ^*  ■■■*  M>r  pipa^iiB  of  fl 

Mtnvofii  «w  «C  th»  gmlMl  ■««*»»  iar  ttta  ^ta^ 

!»&    flL  FiMv  uofc  tkM  jiMiiBM  ifaa  kiHiri^  n^ 

iiliiliiiH  III  F 'iiil  I   I'l  •  Ihi  fiilTi  ■ml  liiililirtiiil 

hm  iiiilwiMtiiir  char.    "Omt  SL  FMs  pRwfeed  in  Bmu, 
fottBded  tte  Cknrefc  tken;  and  diad  tkom  bj  ■ 
■nder  Sod,  an  taetttbe  mot  iaeonteataUe,  tytheti 
■007  of  ftD  vrilen  of  diSnent  eoontriB  wlu  liTsd  b 
tint  tn 


could  not  bnt  be  informed  of  (he  troth  in  a  point  so  inter- 
entinj;  and  of  its  own  nature  so  public  and  notorious. 
Thin  in  also  attested  by  nioniiraents  of  every  kind ;  by  tbe 
prerogatives,  rights,  and  privileges  which  that  church  en- 
jnye<l  from  those  early  ages  in  oonsoqaenee  of  this  title. 
It  was  an  ancient  custom  obeerred  by  cburchaa  to  keep  ao 
Rtinunl  festival  of  the  oonsecmtion  of  their  bishopa.  The 
feast  of  the  Ohair  of  St.  Peter  is  found  in  ancient  maityi- 
oli^ea.  Obristians  justly  celebrate  tbe  founding  of  this 
motber-oburcb,   tbe   centra   ot   Cftt^o^  (sominmuon,  in 
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tbanksgiTing  to  Ood  for  His  merciee  to  Hia  Cfanron,  and  to 
implore  His  fntore  blessings. 

Reflection.— As  one  of  Ood's  greatest  mercies  to  His 
Church,  let  usearneutlf  begofHJmtoraUeup  in  it  Eealoiu 
pastors,  eminently  replenished  with  His  Spirit,  with  which 
He  animated  His  apoetks. 


January  19.— ST.  CANUTU8,  King,  Martyr. 

CfT.  CANtmrs,  King  of  Denmark,  was  endowed  with 
i*^  excellent  qualities  of  both  mind  and  body.  It  is 
hard  to  say  whether  be  excelled  more  in  courage  or  in 
condoct  and  skill  in  war ;  but  his  singular  piety  oolipsed 
all  his  other  endowments.  He  cleared  the  scn.t  of  pirates, 
and  sabdued  several  neighboring  provinces  wliich  infested 
Denmark  with  their  incursions.  The  kingdom  of  Denmark 
was  elective  till  the  year  1060,  aD<l.  wliun  tliu  father  of 
Canntns  died,  his  eldest  brother,  Harold,  was  called  to  the 
throne.  Harold  died  after  reigning  fur  two  years,  and 
Canutus  was  chosen  to  succeed  him.  He  licgan  his  reign 
by  a  successful  war  against  the  troiiblcsume,  barbarous 
enemies  of  the  state,  and  by  planting  the  faith  in  the  con- 
quered province:*.  Amid  the  glory  of  liis  victories  he 
humbly  prostrated  iiimself  at  the  f<x)t  of  the  crucifix,  lay- 
ing there  his  diadem,  and  offering  himselt  and  his  liing- 
dom  to  the  King  of  kings.  After  having  provided  for  the 
peace  and  safety  of  his  country,  he  married  Eltha,  daugh- 
ter nf  Robert,  Earl  of  Flanders,  who  proved  a  spouse  worthy 
of  liim.  His  next  concern  was  to  reform  abuses  at  home. 
For  tliis  purpose  he  enacted  severe  but  neirewiary  laws  for 
the  strict  administration  of  justice,  and  repressed  the  vio- 
lence and  tyranny  of  the  great,  without  respect  to  persons. 
He  countenanced  and  honored  holy  men,  and  granted 
many  privileges  and  immunities  fo  Ihe  clergy.  Hia  (AmnVj 
ami  leaderaess  towards  hia  su'jjects  mode  him  study  by  i^ 
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ftltnr,  and  rccirived  Holy  Comma nion.  Stretching  oat  his 
nnriN  in^lnrv  the  altar,  the  Snint  fervently  recommended  his 
Willi  to  his  Creator ;  in  this  posture  be  was  struck  by  ft 
Jiivolin  thrown  throagb  a  window,  and  fell  a  victim  for 
Clirint's  Biiko. 

BeSertloD.— The  soul  of  a  man  ia  endowed  with  many 

niililn  iMiwom,  and  feels  a  keen  joy  in  their  exercise ;  but 

thn  koonost  Joy  wo  are  capable  of  feeling  consists  in  pros- 

Iralinjt  jtll   niir    powera  oC  mind  and  heart  in  bnmlitot 

M/umti</a  bofon  the  majesty  o(  Qod. 


UTn  OF  THE  uiim. 


January  20.-ST.   SEBASTIAN,  Martyr. 

<~Vt.  Sebastian  was  an  officor  in  Hic  ]-U>man  army, 
f~^  esteemed  even  by  the  heathen  as  a  rckmI  siildier, 
and  honfired  by  the  Church  ever  since  as  a  chnmpioa 
of  Jesus  Christ.  Bom  at  Sarbonno,  Si'hastian  came  to 
Rome  about  the  year  284,  and  cnti-red  the  lisls  aRi'ist  the 
powers  of  evil.  He  found  the  twin  brothera  Marcus  and 
Marcellinua  in  prison  for  thi!  faitb,  and,  when  they  were 
near  yielding  to  the  enlrealies  of  their  relatives,  encour- 
aged them  to  despise  flesh  and  blood,  and  to  die  for  Christ. 
God  confirmed  his  words  by  miracle  :  light  shone  around 
bira  while  he  spoke;  he  cured  the  sick  by  hia  prayers; 
and  in  this  divine  strength  he  led  mullitiidea  to  the  faitb, 
among  Ihrm  the  Prefect  of  Rome,  with  hia  son  Tiburtius. 
He  saw  his  disciples  die  before  him,  and  one  (if  them  csme 
back  from  heaven  to  tell  him  thai  his  own  end  was  near. 
It  was  in  a  contest  of  fervor  and  charity  that  SL  SebostiftB 
found  the  occasion  of  mArtyrdom.  The  Prefect  of  ^Amavj 
Affer  bu  oonrenioo,  rotind  to  bis  estates  in  CunpudM 


10  LrrriM  fictorul 

and  look  a  great  number  of  his  fella vr-converU  iritb  liin  I 
to  this  place  of  safety.  It  was  a  question  whether  Poly- 
carp  the  prieet  or  St.  Sebastian  should  accompan;  tbe 
neopliytes.  Each  was  eager  to  stay  and  face  the  daager 
at  Rome,  and  at  last  tbe  Pope  decided  that  the  Koraan 
church  could  not  spare  the  seirices  of  Sebastian.  He  eod- 
tiuued  to  labor  at  the  post  of  danger  till  ho  was  betrayed 
by  a  false  disciple.  He  was  led  before  Diocletian,  and,  at 
the  emperor's  command,  pierced  with  arrows  and  left  for 
dead.  But  God  raised  him  np  again,  aud  of  his  own 
accord  ho  went  before  the  emperor  and  eonjiired  hira  to 
stay  Iho  pcrspcuiion  of  the  Church.  Again  senieueeil,  he 
was  at  last  beaten  to  death  by  clubs,  and  crowned  bis 
labors  by  the  merit  of  a  double  martyrdom. 

Reflection.— Your  ordinary  occupations  will  give  you 
opportunities  of  laboring  for  the  faith.  Ask  help  from 
St.  Sebastian,  He  was  not  a  priest  nor  a  religious,  but 
a  soldier. 


January  21.— ST.  ACNES,  Virgin,  Martyr. 

C£t.  Agnes  was  but  twelve  years  old  when  she  was  led 
I^  to  tbe  altar  of  Minerva  at  Rome  and  commanded 
to  obey  the  persecuting  laws  of  Diocletian  by  offering 
incense.  In  the  midst  of  the  idolatrous  rites  she  raised 
her  hands  to  Christ,  her  Spouse,  and  matin  the  sign  of 
the  life-giving  cross.  She  did  not  shrink  Hhi'u  she  was 
bound  band  and  foot,  though  the  gyves  slipju'd  from  her 
young  bands,  and  the  heathens  who  stooil  ;iround  were 
moved  to  tears.  Tbe  bonds  were  not  needed  Cur  her,  and 
she  hastened  gladly  to  the  place  of  her  tunure.  Nest, 
when  the  Judye  saw  that  pain  had  no  temuii  for  her,  lie 
inflicted  an  insult  worse  than  death :  her  clotlies  were 
stn'ppctl  oS,  and  she  had  to  stand  in  the  street  before  a 
pagan  erawd  ;  yet  even  this  did  not  dattTAtcc.    "■  QVaiaL," 
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she  said,  "will  guard  His  own."  So  it  was.  Chrlat 
■bowed,  b;  a  miracle,  the  valse  wbich  He  sets  npon  the 
cnstody  of  the  eyes.  Whilst  the  crowd  turned  awaj  their 
eyts  from  the  spouae  of  Chriat,  as  she  stood  exposed  to 
view  in  the  street,  there  was  one  young  man  who  dared 
to  gnze  at  the  innocent  chihl  with  immodest  eyes.  A  flash 
of  light  struck  him  blind,  and  bis  companions  bore  him 
away  half  dead  with  pain  and  terror. 

lastly,  her  fldelity  to  Christ  was  proved  by  flattery  and 
offers  of  marriage  But  she  answentl  "Christ  is  my 
Spouse  He  chose  me  first  and  H  s  1  »  II  be  At  length 
the  sentence  of  death  was  passed  For  a  mum  I  she 
stood  erect  in  prayer    and  then  bowed  he     neck  to  the 


^wLiJ 

sword.     At  one  stroke  her  head  was  severed  from  hwr 
boily,  and  the  angels  bi)re  her  pure  soul  to  Paradise. 

Reflection. — Her  inuocence  cudeared  St  Agnes  to 
Christ,  as  it  has  endeared  her  to  His  Church  ever  since. 
Even  ns  penitents  we  may  imitate  this  innoce  uw  ot  \ieiK 
in  our  awn  degree     Let  us  atrictly  gtuud  ooi  Q^ea^  Ka& 
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Christ,  when  He  sees  that  we  keep  oor  hearts  pure  for  love 
uf  Him,  will  renew  oar  youth  and  give  as  back  the  yeara 
which  the  canker-worro  has  wasted. 

January  22.— ST.  VINCENT,  Kiriyr. 

VINCENT  WAS  si^hdeaoon  of  the  church  at  Sm-Agossa. 
Valerian,  the  bishop,  had  an  iinpedimetit  in  his 
speech  ;  thns  Vincent  preached  in  his  stead,  and  an- 
swered in  his  name  when  both  were  brouglit  before 
Daeian,  the  president,  during  the  peraecntion  of  Diocletian. 
When  Ihe  bishop  vnm  sent  into  bnnishinent,  Vincent  re- 
mained to  Eulfer  and  to  die.  First  of  all,  he  was  stretched 
on  the  rack ;  and,  when  he  was  almost  torn  asunder, 
Daeian,  the  president,  asked  him  in  mockery  "  liow  lie 
fared  now."  Vincent  answered,  with  joy  in  his  faw,  that 
he  had  ever  prayed  to  be  as  ho  was  then.  It  was  in  vain 
that  Daeian  struck  the  executioners  and  goaded  them  on 
in  their  savage  work.  The  martyr's  flesh  was  torn  with 
hooks  ;  he  was  bound  in  n  chair  of  red-hut  imn  ;  l:ird  ,'inJ 
salt  were  rubbed  into  his  wounds  ;  and  amid  all  this  be 
kept  his  eyes  raised  to  heaven,  and  remained  unmoved, 
lie  was  cast  into  a  solitary  dungeon,  with  his  feet  in  the 
stocks  ;  but  the  angels  of  Christ  illuminated  the  darkness, 
and  as-sured  Vincent  tiiat  he  was  near  his  triumph.  His 
wounds  were  now  tended  to  prepare  him  for  fresh  tor- 
ments, aud  the  faithful  were  permitted  to  gaze  on  bis 
mangled  body.  They  came  in  troops,  kif.s(ii  the  open 
sores,  and  earned  nway  as  relics  cloths  dippetl  in  his  blood. 
Before  the  tortures  could  recommence,  the  in;irtyr's  hoor 
came,  and  he  breathed  forth  hia  soul  in  pcact. 

Even  the  dea**  bodies  of  the  saints  are  p't-pious  in  the 
Bight  of  God,  and  the  hand  of  iniquity  cannot  touch  Ihem. 
A  raven  guarded  the  body  of  Vincent  where  it  l.'iy  flung 
upon  the  earth.  When  it  was  sunk  out  at  sea  the  waves 
oat  it  ashore  ;  and  his  relics  are  preBertoi  Ui  W™  Aa.^  iu 
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the  Augustinian  monastery  at  Lisbon,  for  the  consolation 
oi  the  Church  of  Christ. 

Reflection.— Do  jou  wish  to  be  at  peace  amidst  suffer- 
ing and  temptationl    Then  make  it  yonr  principal  en- 


deavor to  ffrow  in  habits  of  prayer  and  in  nnion  with 
Christ.  Have  confidence  in  Him.  He  will  make  yon 
%ict«rioufl  over  your  spiritual  enemies  and  over  yourself. 
He  will  enlighten  your  darkness  and  sweeten  your  suller- 
ings,  and  in  your  solitude  and  desolation  He  will  draw 
nigh  to  you  with  His  holy  aagels. 

January  23.-8T.   RAYMUNO   OF   PENNAFORT. 

Bom*  A.D.  11T3,  of  a  noWo  Spanish  fnmily,  Raymund, 
at  the  age  of  tweniy,  taught  philosophy  at  Barce- 
lona with  marvellous  LACcesa.  Ten  years  later  his  rare 
abilities  won  tor  him  the  degree  of  Doctor  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Bologna,  and  many  high  dignities.  A  tender 
devotion  to  our  blessed  Ladj,  wfajcb  had  grovo  up  vvt^v 
him  fnua  ebUdbood,  deterwiDed  bim  in  middle  life  to  »■ 
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nonnce  all  his  honon  and  to  enter  ber  Ord»  of  St.  Dom- 
inic. There,  again,  a  vision  of  the  Mother  of  Mercy  in- 
structed him  to  cooperate  with  his  penitent  St-.  Peter 
Nolasco,  and  with  James,  King  of  Aragon,  in  founding  xbe 
Order  of  Our  IaAj  of  Bansom  for  the  Rcdemjition  of  Cap- 
tives. He  began  this  great  work  by  preaching  a  crimide 
against  the  Moors,  and  rousing  lo  penancL  the  ClirKrians. 
ensi  i\ed  lu  both  soul  and  body  bj  the  infidel  Gmg  James 
of  \rigoii  a  man  of  great  quHlitios  but  held  in  bond  b)  a 
ruling  i>i-=ini   "IS  hidilcii  h\  llip  •^imt  to  put  iw-ii  the 
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Orqp>i7  IX.  anmiDoned  RBjinimd  to  Rome,  nuide  Um  hia 
confessor  and  gnnd  penJtoDtiary,  and  directed  him  to 
compile  "  The  Decretals,"  a  collection  oC  the  scattered  do- 
cieioDS  of  the  Popes  and  Conncils.  HAving  refused  the 
archbishtqiric  of  Tarragona,  Baymaad  found  himself  in 
1338  chosen  third  Oeueral  of  hia  Order ;  which  poat  he 
again  succeeded  in  resigning,  on  the  score  of  his  advanced 
age.  His  first  act  when  set  free  was  to  resame  his  labon 
among  the  infidels,  and  in  1258  Baymund,  then  eighty- 
one,  was  able  to  report  that  ten  thousand  Saracena  had 
received  Baptism.    He  died  a.d.  1275. 

Reflection. — Ask- St.  Baymund  to  protect  yon  from  that 
fearful  servitude,  worse  than  any  bodily  slavery,  which 
even  one  sinful  habit  lends  to  form. 


January  24.— ST.  TIMOTHr,  Bishop,  Martyr. 

^3j^  MOTET  waa  a  conTcrt  of  St.  Paul.  He  was  bom  at 
^-'  Lystra  in  Asia  Uiuor.  His  mother  was  a  Jewess, 
bnt  his  father  was  a  pagan ;  and  though  Timothy 
bad  read  the  Scriptiiree  from  his  childhood,  he  bad  not 
been  circnmcised  as  a  Jew.  On  the  arrival  of  St.  Paul  at 
Lystra  the  yonthful  Timothy,  with  hia  mother  and  grand- 
mother, eagerly  embraced  the  faith.  Seven  years  later, 
when  the  Apoetle  again  visited  the  country,  the  Imy  had 
grown  into  manhood,  while  his  good  heart,  his  austerities 
and  zeal  had  won  the  esteem  of  all  around  him ;  and  holy 
men  were  prophesying  great  things  of  the  fervent  youth. 
St.  Pan!  at  once  saw  hia  fitness  for  the  work  of  an  evan- 
gelist. Timothy  waa  forthwith  ordained,  and  from  that 
time  became  the  constant  and  much-beloved  fellow-worker 
of  the  Apostle.  In  company  with  St.  Paul  he  visited  the 
cities  of  Asia  Minor  and  Greece— at  one  time  hastening  on 
in  front  as  a  tmBlod  messenger,  at  another  lingering  bs- 
hind  to  confirm  in  the  faith  some  reoentiy  foooded  c^ionib. 
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Finally,  he 

here  he  rocoi 
first  writ  ton 
in  which  8t 
desire  to  see 
more  lie  fore 
yenrs  afWr  t ! 
ftt  Ephesus. 


Lmncau' 


at 


wtia  mndn  I  he  first  Bishop  ti(  Ephixiis ;  and 
ivod  (he  tH'o  epiatliiB  which  tiear  bis  niuno,  the 
from  Uac»loDia  and  tlie  second  from  Rome, 
Pnal  from  his  prison  girp''  vent  to  his  longing 
!  bis  ''  dtarl;  beloved  son  if  possible  onci 
hia  lieftth  ''t  Timothy  liimself  uot  mttny 
he  death  of  bt  Paul  won  his  marljrs  irown 
Ab  a  child  Timothy  delighted  in  reading  the 


sacred  books,  and  to  bis  last  bonr  be  would  remember  tbe 
parting  words  of  bis  spiritual  father,  "  AUende  lecllont — 
Apply  thyself  to  reading." 

Reflection. — St.  Paul,  in  writing  to  Timothy,  a  faithful 
and  well-tried  servant  of  God,  and  a  bishop  now  getting  on 
in  years,  addresses  bim  as  a  child,  and  seems  most  ansuooi 
about  his  perseverance  in  faith  and  piety.  Tbe  letters 
abound  in  minnt«  personal  instructions  for  this  end.  It  is 
therefore  remarkable  what  great  stress  the  Apostle  lays  on 
the  avoiding  of  idle  talk,  and  on  the  application  to  bdy 
readiag.     These  are  his  chief  topica.    Ov«c  and  over  agaiii 
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he  eihorte  bis  son  Ttmothj  to  "  avoid  tattlers  and  buay- 
bodtes ;  to  give  no  lieed  to  novelties ;  to  shun  profane  and 
vain  babblings,  but  to  hold  the  form  of  sound  words ;  to 
be  an  example  in  word  and  conveTsation ;  to  attend  to 
reading,  to  exhortation,  and  to  doctrine." 


Jjuiuar}  25.— THE  CONVERSION   OF  ST.  PAUL. 

^'he  grejit  apostle  Paul,  named  Saul  at  tiii<  circiimtision, 
^^  was  bom  at  TaiBus,  the  capital  of  Cilicia,  and  was 
by  privilege  a  Koman  citizen,  to  which  quality  a  great 
distinction  and  several  exemptions  were  granted  by 
the  laws  of  the  empire.  He  was  early  instructed  in  the 
strict  obsen-ance  of  tlie  Mosaic  law,  and  lived  up  to  it  in 
the  most  scrupulous  manner.  In  bis  zeal  for  the  Jewish 
law,  wliicli  he  thought  the  cause  of  Qod,  ho  became  a 
violent  peisccutor  of  the  Christiana.  He  was  one  of  those 
who  combined  to  murder  St.  Stephen,  and  in  tlie  violent 
persecntion  of  tlio  faithful  which  followed  the  martyrdom 
of  the  holy  deacon,  Saul  signalized  himself  above  others. 
By  virtue  of  llie  power  he  had  received  from  the  high 
priest,  he  dragged  the  Chriatians  out  of  their  houses, 
loaded  them  with  chains,  and  thrust  them  into  prison.  In 
the  fury  of  his  zeal  he  applied  for  a  comminsion  to  take  up 
all  Jews  at  Damascus  who  confessed  Jesus  Christ,  and 
bring  them  bound  to  Jerusalem,  that  they  might  serve  as 
examples  for  the  olliers.  But  God  was  pleasod  to  show 
forth  ill  him  His  patience  and  mercy.  While  on  his  way 
to  Damascns,  he  and  liis  party  were  surroundetl  by  a  light 
from  heaven,  brighter  than  tho  sun,  and  suddenly  struck 
to  the  ground.  And  then  a  voice  was  heard  saying,  "  8nu!, 
Saul,  why  dost  thou  persecute  Me?"  And  Saul  answered, 
"Who  art  Thou,  Lord?"  and  the  voice  replied,  "I  am 
Jesus,  Whom  thou  dost  [)erscciite."  This  miid  expostulation 
of  Our  Redeemer,  accompanied  with  a  powerful  interior 
grace,  cared  8sul'a  pride,  aseuaged  bis  rage,  and  wtqu^X 


^f' 


w<»  Mff^t^  Ifmi  Wm,  Mmd,  ahiiag  tnm  tte  g^aoad, 
f/ffrA^  'tn*«,  fVmi^  IM  Aj'M  ««»  <ifi«B.  be  am  adduag. 
^ff-  «fM  M  tff  hm»n  VtAn  fituMMan,  wten  be  «>■  lodgrf 
Iff  »iih  hiin**iiA  ft  J*w  Mmw4  JodM.  To tbk bocne cum 
ffy  iUi\w  HftfuAtilM-^t.  ft  h'tly  mmn  luuned  AmwiM,  irtu^ 
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efaoeen  as  one  of  God's  princfpal  instnunentB  in  the  con- 
version of  the  world. 

Rellectiofi. — Listen  to  the  words  of  the  "  Imitation  of 
Christf '^  and  let  them  sink  into  yonr  heart :  *'  He  who  would 
keep  the  grace  of  Qod,  let  him  be  grateful  for  grace  when 
it  is  given*,  and  patient  when  it  is  taken  away.  Let  him 
pray  that  it  may  be  given  back  to  him,  and  be  careful  and 
bumble,  lest  he  lose  if 

January  26.— 8T.  POLYCARP,  Bishop,  Martyr. 

j^T.  PoLTCARP,  Bishop  of  Smyrna,  was  a  disciple  of 
^^  St  John.  He  wrote  to  the  Philippians,  exhorting 
them  to  mutual  love  and  to  hatred  of  heresy.  When 
the  apostate  Marcion  met  St.  Polycarp  at  Rome,  he 
asked  the  aged  Saint  if  he  knew  him.  *'  Yes/'  St.  Poly- 
carp answered,  **  I  know  you  for  the  first-brim  of  Satan.'* 
These  were  the  words  of  a  Saint  most  loving  and  most 
charitable,  and  specially  noted  for  his  coroi)assi()n  to  sin- 
ners. He  hated  heresy,  because  he  loved  God  and  man  so 
much.  In  167,  persecution  broke  out  in  Smyrna.  When 
Polycarp  heard  tliat  his  pursuers  were  at  the  door,  he  said, 
•*  The  will  of  Go<l  be  done  ; "  and  meeting  them,  he  begged 
to  be  left  alone  for  a  little  time,  which  he  spent  in  prayer 
for  **  the  Catholic  Church  throughout  the  world."  He  was 
brought  to  Smyrna  early  on  Holy  Saturday  ;  and,  as  he 
entered,  a  voice  was  heard  from  heaven,  **  Polycarp,  be 
strong."  WTien  the  proconsul  besought  him  to  curse  Christ 
and  go  free,  Polycarp  answered,  "Eifehty-six  years  I  have 
ser\'ed  Him,  and  He  never  did  me  wrong ;  how  can  I 
blaspheme  my  King  and  Saviour  ? "  When  he  threatened 
him  with  fire,  Polycarp  told  him  this  fire  of  his  lasted  but 
a  little,  while  the  fire  prepared  for  the  wicked  lasted  for- 
ever. At  the  stake  he  thanked  God  aloud  for  lettmg  Yank  i 
drink  of  Christ's  cbalice.     The  £re  was  lighted^  but  \t  dad  | 
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him  no  bait ;  ao  be  was  etebbed  to  the  heeit,  and  his  deed 
body  wu  bnmt.  "Then,"  sej  the  wiiten  of  his  sets, 
"  wa  took  op  tbe  bonee,  more  preekiue  then  the  richest 
Jewels  at  gold,  and  deponted  them  in  e  fitting  pbue,  at 


which  may  God  gnut  us  U>  assemble  with  joy  to  celebrate 
ihe  birthday  of  the  martyr  to  his  life  in  heaven  I" 

Reflection. — If  ve  love  Jesus  Christ,  we  shall  love  tbe 
Church  nod  hate  heresy,  which  reuds  His  mystical  body, 
and  destroys  tbe  souls  for  which  He  died.  Like  St.  Poly- 
carp,  wo  shall  maintain  our  constancy  in  the  faith  by  lore 
of  JesuB  Clirist,  Who  is  lis  author  and  its  finisher. 

January  27.— ST.  JOHN  CHRY808TOM. 

t^T.  John  was  bom  at  Antioch  in  844.  In  order  to 
I"-?  break  with  a  world  which  admired  and  oonited 
him,  he  in  374  retired  for  sis  years  to  a  noighboring 
moauUtin.  Having  thus  acquired  the  art  of  Christian 
eilenee,  be  retaraed  to  Antioch,  anA  Uhen\atet«ilL  oa  fHiest, 
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until  he  was  ordained  Bishop  of  Constantinople  in  SS8. 
The  effect  of  his  sermons  was  everywhere  marvellous.  Uo 
was  Tcry  urgent  that  ha  people  should  frequent  the  holj 
sacriGce,  and  in  order  to  remove  all  excuse  ho  abbreriated 
the  long  Liturgy  nntil  then  in  nse,  St.  Hilua  relntea  that 
St.  John  Chrj'SDstom  was  wont  to  sec,  when  the  priest 
began  the  holy  sacrifice,  "  many  of  the  blessed  onus  coming 
down  from  heaven  in  shining  garments,  and  with  bare  feet, 
eyes  intent,  and  bowed  heads,  in  utter  stillneee  and  silence, 
assisting  at  the  consummation  of  the  tremendous  mys- 
tery." Beloved  as  lie  was  in  Constantinople,  his  denuncia- 
tions of  vice  made  him  numerous  enemies.  In  403  these 
procured  his  banishment ;  and  although  he  was  almost  im- 
mediately recalled,  it  was  not  more  than  a  reprieve.  In 
4M  he  was  banished  to  Cucusus  in  the  deserts  of  Tnurua. 
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In  407  he  was  wearing  out,  but  his  enemies  were  impatient. 
They  hurried  him  off  to  Pytius  on  the  Euxine,  a  rough 
journey  of  nigh  400  miles.  He  was  asBidaonaly  expoAed.  to 
eTM7-jb«nbA$>,  cold,   wet,  and  semi-starvation,  but  TiolV 
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ing  conld  overoome  hiG  c)ie«rfuliie«3  and  his  cotisidentioo 
for  others.  On  the  journey  bla  EicknesK  increased,  and  he 
WM  wftnied  that  hU  end  wna  nigh.  Thereupon,  exchang- 
ing his  travel-stained  clothes  for  while  g«rment«,  he  K^ 
oeived  Viaticnm,  and  with  his  custamat?  worda,  "  Gtory 
be  to  God  for  all  things.     Amen,"  passed  to  Christ. 

Reflection. — We  ahould  try  to  understand  that  the  most 
productive  work  in  the  whole  dav,  both  for  time  and 
eternity,  is  that  involved  in  hearing  Mas^,  St.  John  Chrp- 
oetotn  felt  this  so  keenly  that  he  allowed  no  consideration 
of  venerable  usage  to  interfere  with  the  easiness  of  hearing 
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January  28.— ST.  CrRIL  OF  ALEXANDRIA. 

Cybil  became  Patriarch  of  Alexandria  in  418. 
Having  at  first  thrown  hltaself  with  ardor  into  tho 
party  politics  of  the  place,  God  call^t  him  to  a  nobler 
Gonfliet.  In  438,  Nestorius,  Bishop  of  Constantinople, 
began  to  deny  the  unity  of  Person  in  Christ,  and  to 
refuse  to  the  Blessed  Virgin  the  title  of  "  Mother  of  God." 
He  was  strongly  sapporied  by  disciples  and  friends 
throughout  the  East.  As  the  assertion  of  the  divine  ma- 
ternity of  Our  Lady  was  necessary  to  the  integrity  of  the 
doctrine  of  the  Incarnation,  so,  with  St,  CttII,  devotion  to 
the  Mother  was  the  necessary  complement  of  his  devotion 
to  the  Son.  St  Cyril,  after  expoetulating  in  vain,  accuavd 
Nestorius  to  Pope  Celestine,  The  Pope  commanded  re- 
traction, under  pain  of  separation  from  the  Church,  and 
intrusted  St.  Cyril  with  the  conduct  of  tho  proceedlnjp. 
The  appointed  day,  June  7,  4S1,  found  Kealorius  and 
Cyril  at  Ephesos,  with  over  200  bishops.  After  waiting 
twelve  days  in  vain  for  the  Syrian  bi?ho|>s,  tho  counml 
wilb  CyrQ  tried  Nestorius,  and  depceed  him  from  bis  ate. 
Upon  tbia  the  S/iians  and  Kefitortana  (s^conninunicated  St. 
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Crril,  knd  complained  of  him  to  the  emperor  u  a  peaoe- 
inesker.  Imprisoned  and  threatened  with  banishment, 
the  Saint  rejoiced  to  confess  Christ  bv  suffering.  In  time 
it  was  rect^ized  that  St.  Cyril  was  right,  and  with  him  the 


Church  triumphed.  Forgetting  his  vrongs,  and  cnrcloss 
of  controversial  punctilio,  Cyril  then  reconciled  liimseif 
with  all  who  would  consent  to  hold  the  doctrine  of  the  In- 
carnation intact.     He  died  in  444. 

Reflection. — The  Incarnation  is  tlie  mystery  of  God's 
dwelling  within  ns,  and  therefore  should  be  the  dearest 
object  of  oar  contemplation.  It  wiis  the  passion  of  St. 
Cyril's  life  ;  for  it  he  underwent  toil  and  persecution,  and 
willingly  sacrificed  credit  and  friends. 

January  29.— ST.   FRANCIS  OF  SALES. 

BKAXca  was  bom  of  noble  and  pious  parents,  near 
Annecj,  A.n.  1560,  and  studied  with  bril\iaat  &ac- 
cees  at  Paris  Mad  FadoM.     On  bia  return  from  lta\}  \ve 
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gave  up  the  gnaid  career  which  his  fnlhpr  hail  marked 
nut  for  him  in  the  service  of  the  stiite,  and  became  a  priest. 
When  the  Duke  of  Savoy  bad  resolvetl  to  restore  the 
Church  in  the  ChabUis,  Franeis  offered  himself  for  the 
work,  and  sol  out  on  foot  with  his  Bible  and  breviarj-  and 
oTie  companion,  hia  cousin  Lauis  of  Sales.  It  was  a  work 
of  toil,  privation,  and  danger.  Every  door  and  every 
heart  was  closed  against  him.  Ho  was  rejected  with  in- 
sult and  threatened  with  death.  But  nothing  could  daunt 
or  resist  him,  and  ere  long  the  Church  burst  forth  into  a 
second  spring.  It  is  slated  that  be  converted  73.000  CaJ- 
viniats.  He  was  then  compelled  by  the  Pope  to  become 
Coadjutor  Bishop  of  Geneva,  and  aucceedcd  to  the  see 
A.!).  1002.    At  times  the  exceeding  gentleness  with  which 
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he  received  heretics  and  sinners  almost  scandalized  bit 
friends,  and  one  of  them  said  to  him,  "  Francis  of  Sales 
will  go  t«  Paradise,  of  course ;  but  I  am  not  bo  snre  of  the 
Bishop  of  Qfineva  :  1  am  almost  afraid  his  gentleness  wiD 
piaj  him  a  shrewd  turn."  "Ah,"  said  the  Saint,"! 
wauld  rather  account  to  God  for  loo  % 
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for  too  grc&t  severity.  la  not  God  all  lovet  Qod  the 
Father  is  the  Father  of  mercy  ;  God  the  Son  is  a  Lamb ; 
Qod  the  Holy  Gboet  is  a  Dove — that  is,  gentleneaa  itself. 
And  are  you  wiser  than  Ood?"  In  union  with  St.  Jane 
Frances  of  Chantal  he  founded  nt  Annccy  the  Order  of  the 
Visitiition,  whicli  soon  spread  orer  Europe.  Though  poor, 
he  refused  provisions  and  dignities,  and  even  the  great  see 
of  Paris.     Be  died  at  Avignon,  a.D.  1633. 

ReBection. — *'  You  will  cntch  mure  flies,"  St.  Francia 
nscd  to  any,  "  with  a  spoonful  of  honey  than  n'ith  a  hun- 
dred barrels  of  vinegar.  Were  there  anything  better  or 
fairer  on  earth  than  gentleness,  Jesus  Christ  would  have 
tAught  it  C3  :  and  yet  He  has  given  us  only  two  lessons  to 
leam  of  Him — mei'kuegs  and  humility  of  heart." 

January  30.-ST.  BATHILDE8,  Queen. 
Q(r.  Bath ILDE5  was  an  Englisbnomjin,  wlio  was  r:irried 
^^  over  whilst  yet  young  inio  France,  and  ther«'  sold 
for  a  slave,  at  a  very  low  prii«,  to  Erkenwald,  mayor 
of  the  palace  under  King  Clovis  II.  When  she  grew  up, 
her  master  was  so  much  taken  wilh  her  prudenco  and 
virtue  that  he  plnccil  her  in  charge  of  his  household.  The 
renown  of  her  virtues  spread  tlirough  all  France,  and  King 
Clovis  II.  took  her  for  liis  royal  consort.  This  unexpected 
elevation  produced  no  alteration  in  a  heart  perfectly 
grounded  in  humility  and  tlie  other  virtues ;  she  seemed 
to  become  even  more  bumble  than  before.  Her  new  sta- 
tion furnished  her  the  means  of  being  truly  a  mother  to 
the  poor ;  the  king  gave  her  the  sanction  of  his  royal 
authority  for  the  protection  of  the  Church,  (he  care  of  the 
poor,  and  the  furtherance  of  nil  religious  undertakings. 
The  death  of  her  husband  left  her  regent  of  the  kingdom. 
She  at  on^  forbade  the  enslavement  of  Christians,  did  all 
in  her  power  to  promote  piety,  and  filled  Franco  with  hos- 
pitals and  reiigioag  hoaaea.     Aa  soon  as  her  son  Clot«a»  j 
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ma  of  an  age  to  gorein,  Hhe  ifithdraw  fron  the  worid  and 
entond  tbe  oonvBiit  of  OheUee.  Ben  tb6  aeemed  eotinlr 
to  fcaget  her  worldly  dignity,  and  waa  to  be  diatfaigaiahed 
from  tlw  reet  of  the  oommimltj  onlf  ij  her  estnme 
bntnili^,  het  obedienoe  to  ber  q>irittutl  ai^eiian,  ud  her 
derotion  to  tbe  siok,  whom  she  oomtorted  aad  aaned  with 


wonderful  chintj  As  she  neared  ber  end  Qod  visited 
her  nith  n  severe  illness  which  she  bore  with  Christian 
patience  uatil  on  the  30th  of  Januarj  680  shejieldcdup 
her  soul  in  devout  primer 

Reflection.— In  all  that  we  do,  let  God  and  His  holy  will 
be  iilwaya  before  our  eyes,  and  our  only  aim  and  desire  be 
to  picnse  Him. 

imuarj  31.— ST.  MARCELLA,  Widow. 

Cif-  MAHCELLi,  whom  St.  Jerome  culled  the  gloij  of 
r^  the  Roman  women,  became  a  widow  in  the  seventh 
Bioath  After  her  marriagei     Hixving  determined  to  conse- 
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crmte  the  remainder  of  her  dajB  to  the  service  of  Ood,  she 
rejected  the  band  of  Cereali^,  the  consul,  uncle  of  Oallus 
Cssar,  and  resolved  to  imitate  the  lives  of  the  aiicetics  of 
the  East.  She  ahetained  from  wine  and  flesh-meat,  em- 
ployed all  her  time  la  pious  reading,  prayer,  and  visiting 
the  churches,  and  never  spoke  with  any  man  alone.  Iler 
example  was  followed  by  many  who  put  themselves  under 
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her  direction,  and  Rome  was  in  a  short  time  filled  with 
monasteries.  When  the  Goths  under  Aluric  plundered 
Kome  in  410,  our  Saint  sufft'red  severely  at  (he  linnds  of 
the  1)arbarian,  who  cruelly  Bcour^ed  her  in  order  to  make 
her  reveal  llie  treasures  1^'hich  she  had  lung  tx-fore  dis- 
tributed in  chanty.  She  Irenibled  only,  however,  for  the 
iDiir>cence  of  her  de.tr  spiritual  daughter,  Principia,  and 
falling  at  the  feet  of  the  cruel  s<)ldii;re,  slid  begged  with 
many  tears  that  they  would  offer  no  insult  to  that  pure' 
virgin.  God  moved  them  to  compassion,  and  they  con- 
ducted our  Saint  and  her  pupil  to  the  Church  of  St,  Pa.uV, 
to  which  Alaric  li.til  girtntefl  llie  risht  of  KiuctuaTy.  -WYtYi 
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thai  of  SC  Peter.  St  M»rceU«.  who  snrviTed  this  bat  n 
abort  time,  closed  ber  ejes  b?  *  bappx  denlb,  in  tlte  arms 
of  St.  PriDcipia,  abom  the  end  of  AngusI,  410. 

Febniaryl.— ST.  8R1DGID,  Abbett,  and  Patroness  of 

'v'xexT  to  Iho  glorious  St.  Patrick.  St.  Bridj;iJ,  whom 
r*~b  WO  may  conatder  his  spiritual  daughter  iu  Christ, 
has  ever  beeo  held  in  stngalar  veneration  in  Ireland.  She 
wns  boni  about  the  year  4S3,  at  Pochard  in  Uleter.  Car- 
ing her  infancy,  her  pious  fiither  luiw  in  a  vision  men 
clothed  in  white  giinneuts  pouring  a  sacred  ungiieut  on 
hpr  bend,  thus  pn.'fiKuriiic  her  fiilure  sanctity.  Wbil.-  je! 
very  young,  Bridgid  consecrated  her  life  to  God,  bestowed 
everytliing  at  her  disposal  on  Iho  poor,  and  was  the  edifi- 
cation of  all  who  knew  her.  She  w.is  Tery  beiiutiful,  anil 
fearing  that  elforts  might  be  made  to  inducQ  her  to  break 
the  Vdw  hy  u'liich  she  hod  bound  herself  to  God,  and  to  be- 
stow her  hiinil  on  one  of  her  many  suitors,  she  prayed  th»t 
she  might  become  ugly  and  deformed.  Hit  jiraycr  was 
heard,  for  her  eye  became  swollen,  and  her  whole  coun- 
tenance so  changed  that  she  was  olloncd  Iu  follow  ber 
vocation  in  peace,  and  marriage  with  her  was  no  inotp 
thought  of.  When  about  twenty  yours  old,  our  Saint 
ma<le  known  to  6t.  Mel,  the  nephew  and  disciple  of  St, 
I'Htrick,  her  intention  to  live  only  to  Jesus  Christ,  and  be 
consented  to  receive  her  sacred  vows.  On  the  appointed 
day  the  solemn  ceremony  of  her  profession  was  |>erformed 
after  the  manner  introduced  by  St.  Patrick,  the  bishop 
olTering  up  many  prayers,  and  invest  iug  Bridgid  with  it 
snow-white  babit,  and  a  cloak  of  the  same  eiilor.  While 
she  bowed  ber  head  on  this  occasion  to  receive  Ihe  veil,  a 
miracle  of  a  singularly  striking  and  inipressivu  nature  oo- 
ourred:  that  part  of  the  wooden  plaifonii  ailjoioing  tli» 
aJtar  on  which  she  knelt  recovered  its  original  vitality, 
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put  on  all  its  former  Terdare,  retaining  it  for  a  lonfc  time 
after.  At  tbe  uune  momeQt  Bridgid's  eye  was  heated,  and 
she  became  as  beautiful  and  as  lovelf  as  ever. 

Encouraged  bjr  ber  example,  several  otlicr  ladies  made 
their  vows  with  her,  and  in  compliance  with  the  wish  of 
the  parents  of  her  now  associates,  tlie  Saint  agreed  to 
found  a  religions  residence  for  herself  and  Lhcm  in  tiio- 
viciniiy.  A  convenient  site  having  been  fixed  upon  by  the 
bishop,  a  convent,  the  firet  in  Ireland,  was  erected  upon  it ; 
and  in  obedience  to  the  prelate  Bridgid  asauuied  the  aupe- 
rioritj.    ncr  reputation  for  sanctity  became  greater  overy 


day ;  and  in  proportion  as  it  was  difTusM]  throughout  tb& 
eotintry  the  numlwr  of  candidates  for  a<lmisninTi  into  tbe 
new  monastery  increaseil.  Tlie  bisliups  of  In-liiiid,  soon 
perceiving  the  important  adrantages  which  tlieir  niipoctiTe 
dioceses  would  derive  from  similar  foundations,  persuaded 
the  young  aud  saintly  abbess  to  visit  difft-rent  [ttirU  of  the 
kingdom,  and,  as  an  opportunity  offered,  introducol  into 
each  one  the  establishmeni  of  ber  institnte. 

White  that  engaged  in  »  portion  of  the  province  (it  Con^ 
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naught,  a  depatation  arrived  from  I^inster  to  solicit  tlw 
Saint  to  take  up  her  residence  io  that  terriUiry  ;  but  t 
motives  which  they  urged  were  liunuiu,  and  Buoh  coidd. 
have  lit)  weight  with  Bridgid.  It  whb  ouly  the  prospect  of 
the  many  Bpiritnnl  advantages  tliat  would  result  from  ooa^ 
plianoe  with  the  request  ihitt  indulged  her  to  accede,  as  sb» 
did,  to  the  wishes  of  those 'who  liad  petitioned  her.  Taking 
with  her  a  nnmber  o(  her  Bpiritual  daugbters,  our  Saint 
journeyed  to  Lelnstef,  where  they  were  received  with  manyi 
liemoiialratioiia  of  respect  and  joy.  The  site  on  whlA' 
Eildare  now  stAnda  appearing  to  be  well  adapted  for  a  K- 
ligious  institute,  there  the  Siunt  and  her  coropauions  took 
up  Ibeir  abode.  To  the  place  iippropriated  for  ihe  Dew 
foundation  some  lands  were  annexed,  the  fruits  of  which 
were  nssigned  to  the  little  establishment.  This  donation 
indeed  contributed  to  supply  tlie  wants  of  the  community, 
bnt  still  the  pious  sisterhood  principally  depended  for  tfaeir 
tnaintcnance  on  the  liberality  of  their  benefactors.  Bridg- 
id contrived,  however,  out  of  their  small  means  to  relieve 
the  poor  of  the  vicinity  very  considerably  ;  and  when  the 
wants  of  rheso  indigent  persons  surpassed  her  slender 
fluanees,  slio  bcsitated  not  to  sacrrflce  for  them  the  mova- 
bles of  the  convent.  On  one  occasion  our  Sniot,  imitating 
the  burning  charity  of  St.  Ambrose  and  other  great  ser- 
vants of  God,  sold  some  of  the  sacred  vestments  that  she 
might  procure  llie  means  of  relieving  their  necessities.  She 
was  so  humble  that  she  sometimes  attended  the  cattle  on 
the  land  which  belonged  to  her  monastery. 

The  renown  of  Bridgid'a  unbounded  charity  drew  mntti- 
tudea  of  the  poor  to  Eildare  ;  the  fame  of  her  piely  attracted 
thither  many  persons  nnnious  to  solicit  her  prayers  or  to 
profit  by  her  holy  example.  In  course  of  time  the  number 
of  those  so  much  increased  (hat  it  became  necessary  to  pro- 
vide accommodation  for  them  iu  the  neighborhood  of  the 
new  monastery,  and  thus  was  laid  the  foandatioa  and 
ongia  of  the  town  of  KUdare. 
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The  spiritual  exigencies  of  her  commnnity,  and  of  those 
nnmerous  strangers  who  resorted  to  the  vicinity,  having 
suggested  to  our  Saint  the  expediency  of  having  the  locality 
erected  into  an  episcopal  see,  she  represented  it  to  the  prel- 
ates, to  whom  the  consideration  of  it  rightly  belonged. 
Deeming  the  proposal  just  ana  useful,  Conlath,  a  recluse  of 
eminent  sanctity,  illustrious  by  the  great  things  which  God 
had  granted  to  his  prayers,  was,  at  Bridgid's  desire,  chosen 
the  first  bishop  of  the  newly  erected  diocese.  In  process 
of  time  it  became  the  ecclesiastical  metropolis  of  the  prov- 
ince to  which  it  belonged,  prol)ab1y  in  consequence  of  the 
general  desire  to  honor  the  place  in  which  St.  Bridgid  had 
so  long  dwelt. 

After  seventy  years  devoted  to  the  practice  of  the  most 
sublime  virtues,  corporal  infirmities  admonished  our  Saint 
that  the  time  of  her  dissolution  was  nigh.  It  was  now  half 
a  century  since,  by  her  holy  vows,  she  had  irrevocably  con- 
secrated herself  to  God,  and  during  that  jwricxl  great 
results  had  been  attaine<l ;  her  holy  institute  having  widely 
diffused  itself  throughout  the  Gnnm  Isle,  and  greatly  ad- 
vances! the  cause  of  religion  in  the  various  districts  in 
which  it  was  established.  Like  a  river  of  peace,  its  prog- 
ress was  steady  and  silent ;  it  fertilized  every  rt'gion 
fortunate  enough  to  receive  its  waters,  and  caused  it  to 
put  forth  spiritual  flowers  and  frnits  with  all  the  sweet 
perfume  of  evangelical  fragrance.  The  remembrance  of 
the  glory  she  had  procured  to  the  Most  High,  as  well  as 
the  services  rendered  to  dear  souls  ransomed  by  the  pre- 
cious blood  of  her  divine  Spouse,  cheere<l  and  consoled 
Bridgid  in  the  infirmities  inseparable  from  old  age.  Her 
last  illness  was  soothed  by  the  presence  of  Nennidh,  a 
priest  of  eminent  sanctity,  over  whose  youth  she  had 
watched  with  pious  solicitude,  and  who  was  indebted  to 
her  prayers  and  instructions  for  his  great  proficiency  in 
sublime  perfection.  The  day  on  which  our  abbess  was  to 
Xermiaate  ber  coarse,  February  1,  52Z^    having  amvod, 


h!i«  received  from  tho  liniKls  of  this  snintly  priest  Die 
bloHSod  body  and  blood  of  her  Lord  in  tlie  diviiio  Eucharist, 
and,  us  it  would  seem,  imtnedintely  after  her  spirit  passed 
forth,  and  weiit  to  possess  Hini  in  that  heavenly  country 
where  Ho  is  seen /am  to  face  and  enjoyed  without  danger 
of  ever  losing  Him.  Her  hody  was  interred  in  the  church 
adjoining  herconvenl,  but  was  some  time  after  exhumed, 
and  deposited  in  a  splendid  shrine  near  the  high  altar. 

In  the  ninth  century,  the  country  being  desolated  by  the 
Danes,  the  remains  of  St.  Bridgid  mere  removed  in  order 
to  secure  them  fnim  irrcYereneo  ;  and,  being  transferred  to 
Down-Patrick,  were  deposited  in  tho  same  grave  with  tliose 
of  the  glorjons  SI.  Palriek.  Thrir  hinlifs,  fc^^i.tln-r  with 
that  of  St.  Columba,  were  translated  afterwards  to  the 
ealhedral  of  the  same  city,  but  their  monument  was  de- 
stroyed in  the  reign  of  King  Henry  VHI.  The  head  of  St. 
Bridgid  is  now  kept  in  the  church  of  the  Jesuits  nt  Lisbon. 

Reflection.— Outward  resemblance  to  Our  Liidy  w;«  St. 
Bridgid's  peculiar  privilege  ;  but  all  are  bound  m  i,'niw  like 
her  in  interior  purity  of  heart.  This  grace  St.  Bridgid  ha* 
obtained  in  a  wonderful  degree  for  the  danghifrs  of  her 
native  land,  and  will  never  fail  to  procure  for  all  1 
devout  clienls. 


ST.   IGNATIUS,   Bishop,   Martyr. 

<^T.  Ignatius,  Bishop  of  Antioch,  was  the  disciple  of 
^^  St.  John.  When  Domitian  persecuted  liie  Ohurdi, 
St.  Ignatius  obtained  peace  for  his  own  flock  by  faeting 
and  prayer.  But  for  his  part  he  desired  to  suffer  with 
Christ,  and  to  prove  himself  a  perfect  disoiple.  In  the 
ye.TT  107,  Trajan  came  to  Antioch,  and  forced  the  Chris- 
tians to  choose  between  apostasy  and  death.  '-Who  »rt 
thou,  poor  devil,"  the  emperor  said,  when  Igm 
brought  before    him,    "  w^iQ  aeU«rt.  oit   cwanianUs 
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naDght?"  "Call  not  him  'poor  devil,'"  Ignatius  an- 
swered, "who  bears  God  within  him."  And  when  the 
emperor  qucstionud  him  about  his  meaning,  Ignatius  ex- 
plained tliat  he  bore  in  his  heart  Christ  crucified  for  hia 
sake.  Tlipreupon  the  emperor  condemned  liim  to  be  lorn 
to  pieces  by  wild  beasts  at  Rome.  St.  Ignatius  thanked 
God,  Who  had  so  honored  him,  "  binding  him  in  the  chains 
of  Paul,  His  apostle." 


He  joumejed  to  Rome,  guarded  by  soldiers,  and  witi  no 
fear  except  of  losing  the  martyr's  crown.  He  was  de- 
voured by  liona  in  the  Koman  amphitheatre.  The  wild 
beasts  left  nothing  of  his  body,  except  a  fev  bones,  which 
were  reverently  treasured  at  Antiocb,  uutil  their  removal 
to  the  Church  of  St.  Clement  at  Rome,  in  637.  After  the 
martyr's  death,  several  Christians  saw  him  in  vision  stand- 
ing before  Christ,  and  interceding  for  them. 

Reflection.^ Ask  St.  Ignalins  lo  obtain  for  you  the  grace 
of  profiting  by  all  yon  have  to  suffer,  and  rejoicing  in  it 
aa  a  mcttiu  otlikeaeaB  to  yoar  crucifled  ii«deeiiMt. 


Lrm-B  pirrustxi. 


fabtiiarj  9.-TME  PURineATK>M,  COWMONLr 
CALLED  CANDLEMAS-OAY. 
ji^HE  Ikw  of  God,  given  bj  M<ism  tu  the  JeitK.  ordained 
^^  Ihat  a  woman,  after  chQdbirtfa,  should  oontioue  for 
a  c«rtAin  lime  in  a  slat«  vbicb  that  Imir  calls  nncleaa,  duriag 
which  she  «&s  not  lo  appear  in  publie.  nor  pr«aume  to 
touch  anything  conax;rat«d  to  God.  This  tonn  was  of 
forty  dnya  npoa  the  birth  of  a  son,  and  double  that  time 
for  a  daugbt«r.  On  the  expiration  of  the  term,  the  mother 
was  to  bring  to  the  door  of  the  tabernacle,  or  Temiile,  a 
lamb  and  a  young  pigeon,  or  turtle-dove,  us  an  offering  to 
Gi>d.  These  being  socriSced  to  Abuightr  God  bjr  the 
prieflt,  the  woman  was  cleansed  of  the  legal  impurity  and 
reinstated  in  her  former  privileges. 

A  young  pigeon,  or  turtle-dove,  by  way  of  a  sin-offer- 
ing, was  required  of  all,  whether  rieli  or  poor  ;  but  as  th« 
expense  of  a  lamb  might  be  loo  great  for  |)ersona  in  pool 
cireumstanees,  tliey  were  allowed  to  Bubslitute  for  it  a 
Bccond  dove. 

Our  Siiviour  ha\-ing  been  conceived  by  the  Holy  Ghoti, 
and  Hia  blessed  Mother  remaining  always  a  apotleas  virgin, 
it  is  evident  that  she  did  not  come  under  the  law  ;  but  as 
the  world  was,  as  yet.  ignorant  of  her  minutulous  concep- 
tion, she  Rtibmltted  with  great  punctuality  and  oxactoas 
to  every  humbling  circumstance  whieh  the  Intv  required. 
Devotion  and  zeal  to  honor  God,  by  every  obeervanoo  pre- 
8orit)ed  by  Hia  law,  prompted  Mary  to  perform  this  act  of 
religion,  though  evidently  exempt  from  the  precept.  Being 
poor  herself,  she  made  the  offering  appointed  for  the  poor ; 
but,  however  mean  in  itself,  it  was  made  with,  a  perfect 
heart,  which  is  what  God  chiefly  regards  in  all  thkt  is 
offered  to  Him.  Besides  the  law  which  obliged  the  mothPI 
to  purify  herself,  there  was  another  which  ordered  that  tbt 
ffral-bara  son  slionld  bo  offered  to  God,  and  tliat,  after  iU 
praseatatioa,  tbo  child  shouiW  betanaomcA  tiiaviv  oeitalD 
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SDm  of  money,  and  peculUr  lacriflcea  offered  on  the  ceear 

ILtaj  compliee  exKtIj  with  all  these  ordinances.  She 
obejB  not  only  in  the  etMntial  points  of  the  law,  but  has 
strict  regard  to  all  the  circrunstances.  She  remains  forty 
days  at  home  ;  she  denies  herself,  all  this  time,  tiie  liberty 
of  entering  the  Temple  ;  ahepartakee  not  of  things  sacred  ; 
and  on  the  day  of  her  pnrification  she  walks  several  miles 
to  Jemsslem,  with  the  world's  Redeemer  in  her  arms.     She 


waits  for  the  priest  at  the  gate  of  the  Temple,  miikep  her 
offerings  of  ibanksgiving  and  expiation,  prpseiits  her  divine 
Son  hy  the  hands  of  the  priest  to  Hia  Eternal  Father,  with 
the  most  profonnd  humility,  adonttion,  and  tliankagiving. 
She  then  redeems  Him  with  five  shekela,  aa  the  law  ap- 
points, and  receives  Him  back  again  as  a  sacred  charge 
committed  to  her  special  care,  till  the  Rwher  shall  again 
demand  Him  for  the  full  accomplishment  of  mail's  redemp- 

The  ceremony  of  this  day  was  closed  by  a  third  myBt«T^ — 
tbe  in»tJ/w/D  Uu  Temple  o/  the  boly  peraoos  Kmsoa  and 
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Anne  with  Joeus  and  Uis  parejits.  Holy  Simeon,  on  iluti 
occasidi).  reocivod  ioto  liis  arms  the  object  of  all  his  dcsin« 
aod  siglis,  and  praiaed  God  for  being  blessed  with  the  hap- 
pini'ss  of  beliolding  the  so-much -longed- for  Meesias.  He 
foretold  to  Mary  her  martyrdom  of  sorrow,  aud  that  Jesus 
brought  redemptioa  to  those  who  would  accept  of  it  on  the 
temis  it  was  offered  them  ;  but  a  heavy  judgment  on  .ill 
intldel»  who  should  obstinately  reject  it,  and  on  Christians, 
also,  whose  lives  wore  a  contradiction  to  His  holy  maxims 
and  example.  Mary,  hearing  this  terrible  prediciion,  diJ 
not  answer  one  word,  felt  no  agit-aliou  of  mind  from  the 
presoHl,  no  dread  for  the  fiitnre ;  i>ut  courageously  and 
swr.'llv  ci>uimiltcd  all  to  (Uv\'f.  holy  will,  Auiiii.  also,  the 
prophetess,  who  in  her  widowhood  served  God  with  great 
fervor,  had  the  happiness  to  acknowledge  and  adore  in  this 
great  mystery  the  Re<leenier  of  the  world,  .'^iuicun.  having 
beheld  Our  Saviour,  esclaimed  :  "Now  dismiss  Thy  ser- 
vant, 0  Lord,  according  to  Thy  word,  because  my  eyes 
have  seen  Thy  salvation." 

This  feast  is  called  Candlemas,  because  the  Chnrch 
blesses  the  candles  to  be  borne  iu  the  procession  of  the  day. 

Reflection.— Let  «s  strive  to  imitate  the  humility  of  the 
ever-blessed  Mother  of  God,  remembering  that  humility  is 
the  path  which  leads  to  abiding  peace  and  brings  us  near 
to  the  consolations  of  Ood. 

February  3.— ST.  BLASE,  Blihop  and  Martyr. 
(^T.  Blasi  devoted  the  earlier  years  of  bis  life  to  tie 
^^  study  of  philosophy,  and  afterwards  became  a  phj-si- 
dan.  In  the  practice  of  his  profession  he  saw  so  much  »[ 
the  miseries  of  life  and  the  hollowness  of  worldly  pleasarra, 
that  he  resolved  ta  spend  the  rest  of  hJA  days  iu  the  serviM 
of  God,  and  from  being  a  healer  of  bodily  ailments  to  Iw- 
cojne  a  physician  of  souls.  The  Bishop  of  Sebaste,  in  Ar- 
menia,  ^Wng  died,  our  Saint, mucbtn  v\iu  salification  of 
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the  iohabitants  of  that  dtj,  was  appointed  to  sacoeed  him. 
St.  Blase  at  once  began  to  instrnct  bis  people  aa  mnoh  by 
his  example  aa  by  his  words,  and  the  great  virtues  and 
sanctity  of  this  servant  of  God  were  attested  by  many  mira- 
cles. From  all  parts  the  people  came  flocking  to  him  for 
the  cure  of  bodily  and  spiritual  ills.  Agricolaus,  Govemor 
of  C^padocia  and  the  Lesser  Armenia,  having  begun  a 
persecution  by  order  of  the  Emperor  licinius,  our  Saint 
was  seized  and  hurried  off  to  prison.     While  on  his  way 


there,  a  distracted  mother,  whose  only  child  was  dying  of  a 
throat  disease,  threw  heiself  at  the  feet  of  St.  Blnsc  and 
implored  his  intercession.  Touched  at  her  grief,  the  Saint 
offered  up  his  prayers,  and  the  child  was  cured  ;  and  sinoff 
that  time  his  aid  has  often  been  effectually  solicited  in 
cases  of  a  similar  disease.  Refusing  to  worship  the  false 
gods  of  the  heathens,  St.  Blase  was  first  scourged  ;  his  body 
was  then  torn  with  hooks,  and  finally  he  was  beheaded  in 
the  year  31  a. 

JUBeetiMt.—Jiem  is  ao  BaeriB.ce  which,  by  tha  aid,  (A 
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gTBoe,  buman  nalare  is  Dot  capable  of  acoompltBbint!. 
When  St.  Paul  complained  to  God  of  the  violence  of  tbe 
temptation,  God  ansn'ered,  "  Hy  grace  is  anffideiit  fortbee. 
(or  power  is  made  perfect  in  inflrmitf ." 

February  4.-St.  JANE  OF  VALOI8. 

BORN  of  the  blood  royal  of  France,  her^f  a  qaeen, 
Jane  of  Valoia  led  a  life  remarkable  for  its  humilU- 
tioDs  even  in  the  annab  of  the  Saints.  Her  father,  Loui& 
XI..  who  had  hoped  for  a  son  to  succeed  him.  banished 
Jane  from  his  palace,  and,  it  ia  said,  even  attempled  kr 
life.  At  the  age  of  Dve  the  neglected  child  offered  her 
ichole  heart  to  Ood,  and  yearned  to  do  some  special  service 
in  honor  of  His  blessed  Mother.  At  the  king's  visb, 
though  against  her  own  inclination,  she  vob  married  to  ibe 
Duke  of  Orleans.  Towards  an  indifferent,  and  unworthy 
husband  ber  conduct  vas  ever  most  patient  and  dudfoL 
Her  prayers  and  tears  saved  him  from  a  traitor's  doalh  and 
shortened  the  captivity  which  his  rebellion  bad  merited. 
Still  nothing  could  win  a  heart  which  was  already  given  lo 
another.  When  her  husband  ascended  the  throne  as  Louis 
XII,,  liis  first  act  was  to  repudiate  by  false  representations 
one  who  through  twciity-iwo  years  of  cruel  neglect  hod 
been  his  true  and  loyal  wife.  At  the  itaal  sentence  of 
separation,  the  saintly  queen  exclaimed,  "  God  be  praiMd 
Who  has  allowed  this,  that  I  may  serve  Him  belter  than  I 
have  heretofore  done."  Retiring  to  Bourges,  she  there 
realized  ber  long<formed  desire  of  founding  the  Order  of 
the  Annunciation,  in  honor  of  the  Mother  of  God. 

Under  the  guidance  of  St.  Francis  of  Paula,  the  director 
of  her  childhood,  St.  Jane  was  enabled  to  overcome  tbe 
serious  obstacles  which  even  good  people  raised  against  \iit 
foundation  of  her  new  Order.  In  1501  the  rule  of  the  An- 
naaciatioa  was  finally  approved  by  Alexander  VI.  The 
chief  aiin  ot  the  institute  waa  to  \n\v\R\ft  ft.^  ten,  virtnw 
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practised  by  Our  Lad;  in  the  mjsterj  of  the  Incarnation, 
tb«  sapenoreu  being  oailed  \ncelle  handmaid  in 
honor  of  Uarjr  a  humility      Ht  Jane  Vii  It  rtkI  endowed  tho 


first  convent  of  the  Order  in  1502.  She  died  in  heroic  sanc- 
tity, A.D.  1505,  and  was  buried  in  the  n>yal  crown  and 
purple,  beneath  which  lay  the  babit  of  her  Ordsr. 

Reflection. — During  the  lifetime  of  St.  Jane,  the  Angelus 
was  established  in  France,  The  sound  of  the  Ave  thrice 
each  day  gave  her  hope  in  her  sorrow,  and  fostered  in  her 
the  desire  still  fnrther  to  honor  the  Incarnation.  How 
often  might  we  derive  grace  from  tbe  same  beautiful  devo- 
tion, so  enriched  by  the  Church,  yet  neglected  by  so  many 
Christians ! 


Fabruary  S.— ST.  AQATHA,  Virgin,  Martyr. 
Ci'f-  Agatha  was  bom  in  Sicily,  of  rich  and  noble  parents 
F^     — a  child  of  benediction  from  the  first,  for  ebe  via& 
pnmuaed  to  berpaieuta  before  ber  birth,  and  conflecrata& 
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fnini  Imr  t<nrlli<«l  liifnni-y  lo  (iorl.     In  the  midst  of  dan^ 
AliO  toniplntloiui  slip  wrvi:^!  t'lirial  in  purity  of  bodjr » 
•iiul,  aiiiJ  ih«<  ilUxl  tor  tlio  lovu  of  chastity.     Qainun) 
whi>  (foYdriwHl  Sicily  imdcr  the  Emperor  DiKuns,  had  heaid  I 
tliP  nmior  »f  hur  IxMUty  nnil  wt-ulth,  and  he  made  the  tawi 
mtHlnil  tho  Clirlaliuiia  a  i>n.'tcxl  for  aiimmoaiDg  her  fram 
I'mIi'I'iiiii  U>  l.'ntniila,  whuro  hn  wim  at  the  time.     "O  Jesus 
Chrl't  I "  niw  (irlvd,  an  iiho  net  out  on  this  dreaded  joarnej, 
"  hII  tliiil  I  ahi  U  Thliio  ;  preserve  lue  against  the  tyrant.' 

And  (hir  tuird  did  luduml  prwenoooe  who  bad  givea 
lionu'tf  Ml  iilli^rly  lo  tlliu.  lie  kept  her  pure  and  nndefiled 
whilo  "hi'  «««  imprisdiiiil  fur  ii  whole  month  under  charge 
rtf  tm  ovil  vvi'miiii,  Hi'  pive  her  strt'iiglh  lo  roplv  to  the 
(ilTi'r  (if  hiT  life  huU  Mifcly,  If  she  would  but  consent  to  siu, 
■■  I'hrlKt  iileiiK  In  luy  Ufo  and  my  salvation."  When  Qnin- 
littiUH  iiii'uiil  fniiu  piuHioii  III  cruelty,  and  cut  off  ber 
hit'iiHlH,  Our  ]*<n\  ri'IiI  the  PHuoo  of  His  apostles  to  heal 
hi<r.  Aud  wlii'U,  i\tU'i-  shu  had  l>ocn  rolled  naked  npon 
luirHhinilx,  Hlit<  tutkiil  tlmt  her  torments  might  be  ended,  her 
SpmiKi'  hi'iird  her  pniyiT  ami  took  her  to  Himself. 

Mt  .\jc«tlm  KHve  horself  without  reserve  to  Jesus  Christ ; 
xlio  folhiwitl  llim  in  virKiunl  purity,  and  then  looked  to 
llini  for  ]irt)t<i-l Ion.  And  down  to  this  day  Christ  bu 
nhown  His  leudtT  regard  for  the  very  body  of  St.  AgMtha. 
AgtLiu  and  oKalii,  during  the  eruptions  of  Mount  Etna,  the 
people  of  Calania  have  cx[>osetl  her  veil  tor  public  voien^ 
tioii,  and  found  safety  by  this  means;  and  in  moden 
tiinoH,  on  openinft  the  tomb  in  which  her  body  lies  waiting 
tor  the  resurrection,  they  beheld  the  skin  still  entire,  and 
felt  the  sweet  fragrance  which  issued  from  this  temple  of 
the  Holy  Ghost. 

ReBection. —Purity  is  a  gift  of  God  :  we  can  gain  it  aikl 
preserve  it  only  by  care  and  diligence  in  avoiding  all  thd 
may  prove  an  incentive  to  sin. 


THE  ■ARTTItS  OF  MPAH. 
*2I*B0rr  rortj  jrwn  «ft«f  ft.  Fnoect  X;«x«er"s  iliMih  a 
n^^  Hwswation  brcto  oat  in  Japan,  and  all  (."hriMian 
rites  wnv  fortaddHi  onder  p«iii  of  dnth.  A  n<)ifTati*n)ily 
of  maitjn  wwa  at  once  EorawiL  ibe  obj^ot  of  vtttofa  was  to 
die  for  ChrisL  Erai  the  tittle  ehiidreo  jitioeU  it.  IV«er, 
A  Chmtian  child  six  ytmn  oM.  w»  awakeitMl  mi^r  and 
told  thxt  be  was  to  be  behmti^.  higher  wiib  hU  faih«. 
StroDg  in  gnce,  he  expressed  his  joy  at  the  news,  Uiwaed 


F  in  his  gayest  clothing,  and  took  the  hanil  of  the 
K^dier  who  was  to  lead  him  to  death.  The  henilleHN  inmk 
of  his  father  first  met  his  view  ;  calmly  kneeling  down,  he 
prayed  beside  the  corpse,  and,  loosening  his  cottar,  pre- 
pared his  neck  for  the  stroke.  Moved  hy  thlH  toiicliinK 
Bcese.  the  executioner  threw  down  his  nabro  and  Itud. 
Kooe  bat  a  bratal  slave  conld  be  found  for  tlio  niurdun>iu 
tMk  ;  with  nnskilled  and  trembling  band  be  hacked  Iha 
diild  u>  iNeces,  who  at  last  died  without  attering  a  ii\nv^ 
ay.     Cbristiaos  were  branded  with  the  cross,  or  i\\\  \»ll 
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buried  aliT«<,  while  the  head  and  ariua  were  alowly  aan-n  off 
with  blunt  weapons.  The  least  shudder  under  their  an- 
guisli  was  iDterprel«d  into  apostasy.  Tho  obetisate  wert 
put  to  the  most  cruel  deaths,  but  the  survivors  only  envied 
them.  Five  ncblemen  were  escorted  to  the  stake  by  40,000 
Christians  with  flowers  and  lights,  singing  the  litanies  of 
Our  Lady  as  they  went.  In  tho  groat  martjTdom,  at  which 
thousands  also  assisted,  the  martyrs  sent  up  a  flood  of 
melody  from  the  fire,  which  only  died  away  as  one  after 
anritber  went  to  aing  the  new  song  in  heaven.  Later  on,  a 
more  awful  doom  was  invented.  The  victims  were  lowered 
iutfi  n  uulphuruus  dinsm,  culied  thu  "  uiuutli  uf  hell,"  uew 
which  no  bird  or  beast  could  live.  The  chief  of  these,  Paul 
Wiborg,  whose  family  had  been  already  massacred  for  the 
faith,  was  tlirice  let  down  ;  thrice  he  cried,  with  a  loud 
voice,  "  Eternal  praise  be  to  the  ever-adorable  Sacrament 
of  the  Altar."    The  third  time  he  went  to  his  reward. 

Reflection.— If  mere  children  face  torture  and  death 
with  joy  for  Christ,  can  we  begrudge  the  slight  ))eaaQce  He 
asks  ua  to  bear  ? 

February  6.~ST.    DOROTHY,  Virgin,  Martyr. 

^H.  Dorothy  was  a  young  virgin,  t-elebraled  at  Gieaarea, 
r^  where  she  lived,  for  lier  angelic  virtue.  Her  parenta 
seem  to  have  been  martyred  before  her  in  the  Diodetian 
persecution,  and  when  the  Governor  Sapriciua  came  to 
Cfflsarea  he  called  her  before  liira,  and  sent  this  child  of 
martyrs  to  the  homo  where  they  were  waiting  for  her. 

She  was  stretched  upon  the  rack,  and  offered  marriage  if 
she  would  consent  to  sacrifice,  or  death  if  she  refused. 
But  she  replied  that  "Christ  was  her  only  Spouse,  and 
deatli  her  desire."  She  was  then  placed  in  chargs  of  t«s 
women  who  had  fallen  away  from  the  faith,  iu  the  hoi* 
that  lliey  might  pervert  her  ;  but  the  fire  of  her  own  bwrt 
rekindled  the  flame  in  theirs,  a\\il\«Aftiom\iftrit  to  <3iriiL   j 
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Wben  she  was  fwt  once  more  od  the  rack.  Sapricius  himMlf 
was  amazed  at  the  heaTenly  look  she  wore,  and  asked  her 
the  cause  of  her  joy.  "  Because,"  she  said,  "  I  have 
broagbt  back  two  souls  to  Christ,  and  because  I  shall  soon 
be  in  heaven  rejoicing  with  the  angels."  Her  joy  grew  as 
she  was  buffeted  in  the  face  and  her  sides  burned  with 
plates  of  red-hut  iron.  "Blessed  be  Tliou,"  she  cried, 
when  she  was  sentenced  to  be  beheaded,— "blessed  be 


Thou,  O  Thon  Lover  of  souls !  Wjio  ttost  call  nie  to  Para 
disc,  and  invitest  me  to  Thy  nuptial  clianiber." 

St.  Dorothy  suffered  in  the  dead  of  winter,  and  it  is  said 
that  on  the  road  to  her  passion  a  lawyer  called  Theophilus, 
who  had  been  used  to  calumniate  and  persecute  the  Chris- 
tians, asked  her.  in  mockery,  to  send  him  "  apples  or  roses 
from  the  garden  of  her  Spouse."  The  Saint  promised  to 
grant  his  request,  and,  just  before  she  died,  a  hitle  child 
stood  by  her  side  beiiring  three  apples  and  three  roses. 
She  bade  him  take  them  to  Theophilus  and  tell  him  thi«  . 
was  the  present  which  he  nought  from  the  garden  of  b«C  J 
Snnose.     St  Dorotbf  bad  gone  to  heaven,  and  TheopM\vB 
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was  still  making  merT}'  OTer  bia  challenge  to  the    fiaini' 
when  the  child  ent«reii  bis  room.     He  saw  that  the  child  n 
was  an  nngel  in  diagiii^,  and  the  fruit  and  flowers  of  no 
earthly  gratrth.     He  was  concerted  to  the  faith,  and  then 
shared  in  the  martyrdom  of  St.  Dorothy. 

Reflection. — Do  yon  wish  to  be  safe  in  the  pleasures  and 
happy  in  the  troubles  of  the  world  i  Pray  for  heavenly  de- 
sires, aud  say,  with  St.  Philip,  "  Paradise,  Paradise  !  " 

Ftbruor}  7.~ST.  ROMUALD,  Abbot. 
"TpN  9T6,  SergLUS,  i\  nobk-mnn  of  Rnveuna,  quarrelled  with 
r^  ft  relative  about  an  estate,  and  slew  him  in  a  dud. 
His  son  Romnald,  horrified  at  his  father's  crime,  entered 
the  Benedictine  monastery  at  Classe,  to  do  a  forty  da|E' 
penunce  for  him.  This  penance  ended  in  his  own  vocation 
to  religion.  After  three  years  at  Classe,  Romuald  went  to 
live  as  a  hermit  near  Venice,  where  he  was  joined  by  Peter 
TJrseoliis,  Duke  of  Venice,  and  together  they  led  a  nxnt 
aast^re  life  io  the  initlst  of  assaults  from  the  evil  spirits. 
Bt.  Komuald  founded  many  monasteries,  the  chief  of  whicll 
was  tliat  at  Camaldoli,  a  wild  desert  place,  where  he  built  k 
church,  which  be  snrrounded  with  a  number  of  separate 
cells  for  the  solitaries  who  lived  under  his  rule.  His  disci- 
ples were  hence  called  Camaldolesc.  He  is  said  to  have 
seen  hero  a  vision  of  a  mystic  ladder,  anil  his  white-clothed 
monks  ascending  by  it  to  heaven.  Among  his  first  disciples 
were  Sts.  Adalbert  and  Boniface,  apostles  of  Russia,  and  Sts. 
John  and  Benedict  of  Poland,  martyrs  for  the  faith.  He 
was  an  intimate  friend  of  the  Emperor  St.  Henry,  and  was 
reverenced  and  consulted  by  many  great  men  of  his  time- 
He  ouce  passed  seven  years  in  solitude  and  complete  silence. 
In  his  youth  St.  Romuald  was  much  troubled  by  temp- 
tations of  the  flesh.  To  escape  them  he  had  recoarse  to 
banting,  and  in  the  woods  first  conceived  hia  love  for 
solitude.     His  /atber's  «n,  aa  we  \ia.^e  M«n,  firat  prompted 
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him  to  undertake  a  forty  days'  penaace  in  the  monastery, 
which  he  forthwith  made  his  home.  Borne  bad  example 
of  his  fellow-monks  induced  him  to  leave  them  and  adopt 
the-  solitary  mode  of  life.  The  penance  of  Urseolus,  who 
had  obtained  his  power  wrongfully,  brought  him  his  first 
disciple  ;  the  temptations  of  the  devil  compelled  him  to  his 
severe  life ;  and  finally  the  persecutions  of  others  were  the 
occasion  of  his  settlement  at  Camaldoli,  and  the  foundation 


of  hb  Order.  He  died,  as  he  had  foretold  twenty  years 
before,  alone,  in  his  monastery  of  Val  Castro,  on  the  19th 
of  June,  1027. 

ReSection. — St.  Bomnald's  life  teaches  us  that,  if  we  only 
follow  the  impulses  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  we  shall  easily  find 
good  everywhere,  even  on  the  most  unlikely  occasions. 
Oor  own  sins,  the  sins  of  others,  their  ill  will  against  us,  or 
our  own  mistakes  and  misfortunes,  are  equally  capable  of 
leading  us,  with  softened  hearts,  to  the  feet  of  God's  mercy 
and  love. 


FebniVT  8,^ST.    JOHN  OF  MATHA. 

^|)*rBK  life  of  St.  John  of  Matba  wns  oit«  long  course  tt  ■ 
^^  M>tf-sacriflre  for  the  gtorj'  of  God  and  the  good  ot 
lilfl  Dcif^Utr.  As  a  «lukl,  his  chief  delight  was  eerring  lb*  ^ 
pwjr ;  and  he  often  told  tliem  he  had  come  into  the  woiU 
for  no  ulh«r  end  but  to  wash  their  feet.  He  Btudied  at 
Paris  with  ftuch  distinction  that  his  professors  advised  hilft 
to  become  a  priest,  in  order  that  his  talents  might  render 
greater  aervjce  to  othere ;  and,  for  this  end,  John  gladl; 
McrtHoed  liis  high  ranic  and  other  worldly  advantages.  At 
bis  flrat  MuBs  an  angel  appeared,  clad  in  white,  with  a  red 
and  hluo  cross  on  his  breast,  and  bis  bands  reposii^  on  tlw 
beadH  of  a  Christian  and  a  Uoorish  captive.  To  ascertain 
what  tills  nigniHed.  John  repaired  to  St.  Felix  of  Valoig,  ft 
holy  bnrniit  liriiig  near  Meaux.  under  whose  direction  be  led 
fl  lifo  i.r  (■\ln-iiv'  pemince.  The  atigcl  again  appeared,  and 
thoy  then  xct  out  for  Borne,  to  learn  the  will  of  God  from 
the  lips  of  tbo  Sovereign  Pontiff,  who  told  them  to  devote 
theriiselvcs  to  the  redemption  of  captives.  For  this  purpose 
they  fomidod  the  Order  of  the  Holy  Trinity.  The  religions 
fnsted  cvi'ry  day,  and  gathering  aln.s  throughout  Europe 
took  them  to  Barbary,  to  redeem  the  Christian  slaves. 
Tlii-y  devoted  themselves  also  to  the  sick  and  prisoners  in 
all  ciiimtrios.  The  charity  of  St  John  in  devoting  his  life 
til  tlio  rralt'inption  of  captives  was  vi^bly  blessed  by  God. 
Oil  his  second  return  from  Tanis  he  brought  back  one  bnn- 
dnnl  and  twenty  liberated  slaves.  But  the  Ifoois  attacked 
him  nt  sea,  overpowered  his  vessel,  and  doomed  it  to  de- 
struction, with  all  on  board,  hy  taking  away  the  mdder 
and  sail^.  and  leaving  it  to  the  mercy  of  the  winds.  SL 
Jiibii  liiHl  his  vloak  to  the  mast,  and  prayed,  saying,  "I«t 
GimI  arise,  and  let  His  enemies  he  scatt«Tcd.  O  Lord, 
Thoii  will  save  the  humble,  and  wilt  bring  down  the  «y« 
(t/  r^i>  j>n>m>."  Suddenly  the  wind  filled  the  small  hS, 
ami.   w-ftJioui  ^idftDoe,  earned  \!ta«  doi^  tahik]  bi  a  tew 
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dAfB  to  Ostia,  tbo  port  of  Borne,  tbne  hundred  leagues 
from  Tunis.  Worn  out  by  his  heroic  UboiB,  John  died  in 
1318,  at  the  age  of  flft;-three. 


Reflection. — Let  ns  never  forget  that  our  blessed  Lord 
bade  us  love  onr  oei^hbor  not  only  as  ouTEcIves,  but  as  He 
loved  lis,  Who  aften^ards  sacrificed  Himself  for  us. 


February  9.— ST,  APOLLONIA  AND  THE  MARTYRft  OF 
ALEXANDRIA. 
*  J  I'T  Alexandria,  in  249,  the  mob  rose  in  savage  fury 
(fcR-*i  against  the  Christians.  Metras,  an  old  man,  per- 
ished first.  His  eyes  were  pierced  with  reeds,  and  he  was 
stoned  to  death.  A  woman  named  Quiiitn  was  the  next 
victim.  She  was  led  to  a  heathen  temple  bliiI  bidden 
worship.  She  repUed  by  cursing  the  false  god  again 
and  agnin,  and  she  too  was  stoned  to  death.  After  this 
the  bouses  of  the  Christians  were  sacked  and  plundered. 
They  took  the  spoiling  of  their  goods  with  aU  joy. 

1  aged  riigin,   was  the  rooal  famooi 


[" 


tajjKrt. 


among  the  nuztyn.  Her  teeth  wvn  beaten  out ;  ebe  mi 
led  outside  the  <Atj,  a  huge  Are  wu  kindled,  and  abe  ma 
tdd  she  roust  deny  Christ,  or  else  be  bnmed  alive.  Sba 
was  ulent  lor  a  while,  and  then,  moved  bj  a  apedal  in- 
spiration of  the  Holy  Ohoet,  she  leaped  into  the  fire  and  died 
in  its  flames.  The  same  ooarage  allowed  iteelf  the  next 
year,  when  Deaius  became  emperor,  and  the  perseootiui 
grew  till  it  seemed  asif  the  terytieot  most  taU  away.    The 


story  of  Dioscoma  illustrates  the  courage  of  the  1 
driiiii  Ct.ristiniiB,  iiini  the  esteem  they  had  for  martyrdon. 
He  waa  a  boy  of  fltteen.  To  the  arguments  of  the  Judge  li» 
returned  wise  ttiiawers  :  lie  was  proof  against  torture.  Hifc 
older  coniiMinions  wore  execute*!,  but  Dioscorus  was  qianA- 
on  accoimt  of  hia  tender  year.) ;  yet  the  Christians  oonllL 
not  bear  to  think  tliut  he  hail  Ix-eu  deiirived  of  the  maityi% 
crown,  except  to  receive  it  afterwards  more  glorionill'. 
"Dioscorus,"  writes  Dionysius,  Bishop  of  Alexandria  it 
this  time,  "  remains  with  ua,  reserved  for  some  longer  all 
frreater  combat."    There  were  indeed  many  Christians  *ta  j 


o 
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gncea  He  had  given  her,  utd  [or  tlie  gtory  <rUi«b  hail 
crowned  Umbi.  Wlien  she  died,  SL  BeoMlioi.  her  ^iritual 
daaghttn,  and  the  monks  wnt  bj  5(.  Benedict  mingfed 
their  tears  and  praj«d.  "  Alas  t  alas  1  d«<iT«st  mother,  U> 
wborn  dost  tboa  leave  ds  dow  F  Pray  for  Da  to  Jesna,  to 
Whom  tboa  art  gond,"  They  thcD  dercntlj  oelebnted 
bolj  Mas,  "  commending  b«r  sonl  (o  Ood  ; "  and  h^  bodjr 
wad  borne  to  Mo&l«  C-astno,  and  laid  bf  ber  t»other  la  the 
(omb  he  had  pivpared  for  bimself.  "  And  Uie;  bewailed 
her  many  dnys  ; '"  and  Sl  Benniict  said,  "  Weep  not,  sis- 
ters and    brothers;    fur  n&-iuredlf  J«sus    baa   taken  lu^r 


before  ns  tabeonr  aid  arid  i.'       . 
tliat  we  ma;  stand  in  the  cvil  >!,>>  uml 
feet."    She  died  about  the  year  543. 

ReSection. — ^Our  relalivcs  mnst  be  loved  in  and  forOed: 
oiherwise  the  purest  affection  becomes  inordinal«  and  ift 
so  much  taken  from  Him. 


KIP 


February  11.— ST.  SEVERINUS,  Abbot  of  Agaunum. 
Ci't-  ScrnuNns,  of  a  noble  family  in  Riirsundj-,  was  olo- 
^^  coted  in  the  Catholic  faith,  at  a  time  when  thi:  Arian 
beresy  reigned  in  that  csouQtry.  He  fursoolt  the  world  in 
his  youth,  and  dedicated  himself  to  God  in  the  monnatery 
of  Agannam,  which  then  only  consisted  of  scattered  cells, 
tiH  the  Catholic  King  Sigismuni]  built  there  the  great  nbt)cy 
of  6t.  Haorice.  St.  Severinus  was  the  holy  abbot  of  that 
place,  sud  had  governed  bis  community  many  years  in  the 
exercise  of  penance  and  charity,  when,  in  504,  Clovis,  tho 
first  Christian  king  of  France,  lying  ill  of  a  fever,  which 
his  physicians  had  for  two  years  ineffectually  endeavored 
to  remove,  sent  his  chamberlain  to  conduct  the  Saint  to 
court :  for  it  was  said  that  thu  sick  from  all  parts  recov- 
ered their  health  by  his  prayers.  8t.  Severinus  took  leave 
of  his  monks,  telling  them  he  should  never  see  them  more 
in  this  world.  On  his  journey  he  healed  Eulalius,  Bishop 
of  Nevere,  who  had  been  for  some  time  doaf  and  dumb  ;  a\w> 
a  leper,  M  the  g»tes  of  Fan's  ;  and  coming  to  the  palace  ^« 
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immediatdy  mtorad  tlie  king  U  perfect  bekllh,  by  pqtticg 
on  bhn  ba  onrn  ckmk.  Tbe  king:,  in  gratiradc,  distriboitd 
IsTEe  atms  to  tlie  poor  «ail  releaaed  all  his  prisoners.  St. 
BeTeriniu,  returning  toward  A^unum,  stopped  &t  Chaleaa- 
london  in  Gatmoia,  wfaera  two  priests  Betred  God  in  a 
•otitajy  chapel,  among  whom  he  was  admitted,  at  his  re- 
qnest,  as  a  ftranger,  and  was  soon  grreatlj  admired  b;  tbem 
for  his  sanctit;.  He  foresaw  his  death,  which  happened 
shortly  after,  in  SOT.  The  place  is  now  an  abbej  of  re- 
formed cations  regalar  of  St.  Austin.  The  Hngneaots  scat- 
lered  the  greater  part  of  bis  relics  when  they  plundeied 
this  chiircli. 

Reflection. — God  loads  with  His  favor  those  wlio  delight 
in  exercising  mercy.  "According  to  thy  ability  be  merci- 
ful :  if  thou  host  much,  give  abundantly;  if  thou  ha«t 
little,  take  earn  even  so  to  bestow  willingly  a  little." 

February  12.— ST.  BENEDICT  OF  ANIAN. 

BENF.niOT  wjis  the  son  of  Aigiilf,  Goveniorof  I^ngnedne, 
and  was  born  about  750.  In  his  early  youth  be 
served  as  cup-bearer  to  King  Pepin  and  his  son  Charle- 
magne, enjoying  under  tlicm  great  honors  and  possessiocf, 
Okk'i'  L'litcTcil  his  soul  lit  the  ai^oof  tw'tiiv,  :iuil  lie  ri'solveil 
to  seek  tlio  kingdom  of  God  with  his  whole  heart.  Withont 
relinquishing  his  place  at  court,  he  lived  there  a  most 
morlifled  life  for  three  years  ;  tlien  a  narrow  escape  fnan 
drowning  made  him  vow  to  quit  the  world,  and  he  entered 
the  cloister  of  St.  Seine.  In  reward  for  his  heroic  austeri- 
ties in  the  monastic  state,  Ood  bestowed  upon  him  the  gift 
of  t<<iirH,  and  inspired  him  with  a  knowledge  of  spiritual 
things.  As  pmeurHtor,  ho  wiis  most  careful  of  the  wants 
of  llic  brolliren,  nnd  most  hospitable  to  the  poor  and  to 
gucsls.  Declining  to  accept  the  abbacy,  he  built  himself  a 
little  hcmiitago  on  the  brook  Anian,  and  lived  some  yean 
in  great  solitude  and  poverty  -,  but  tiie  fune  of  his  sanctity 
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drawing  many  bouIs  aroand  Mm,  h«  was  obliged  to  bnild  a 
largo  abbej,  and  within  a  short  time  governed  three  bnn- 
dred  monks.  He  became  the  great  restorer  of  monastic 
discipline  throughout  France  and  Germany.  First,  he 
drew  up  with  immense  labor  a  code  of  the  rules  of  St. 
Benedict,  his  great  namesake,  which  he  collated  with  thoso 
of  the  chief  mooaatic  founders,  showiog  the  uniformity  of 
the  exercises  in  each,  and  enforced  by  his  "  Penitential " 


their  exact  ol^enance  ,  secondly,  be  minutely  regulated  all 
matlf-rs  reganlmg  food,  clothing,  and  every  detail  of  life  , 
and  thirdly,  by  prescribing  the  same  for  all,  he  excluded 
jealousies  and  insured  perfect  charity.  In  a  Provincial 
Council  held  in  813,  nnder  Ch.irlcmngne,  iit  which  bo  was 
present,  it  was  declared  that  all  monks  of  the  West  should 
adopt  the  rule  of  St.  Benedict.  He  died  February  11,  621. 
Reflection. — The  decay  of  monastic  discipline  and  its 
restoration  by  St,  Benedict  prove  that  none  are  safe  from 
loss  of  fervor,  but  that  all  can  regain  it  by  fidelity  to  grace. 


Fcbniarj  13_ST.  CATHERME  OF  RICCt. 
*2T*i.cumuu  of  Bied  vas  tfae  daa^rier  el  a  noUt 
«»^^  FlotenttDe.  At  tfae  agB  of  thirteen  sbe  entered  tl« 
Tliin)  Order  of  St.  Datwnfa;  in  the  voohKv?  of  Prain, 
bUcini;  in  reiigioa  the  aaine  of  Okthenne,  after  ber  petm 
And  luunenfce  of  Sietia.  Hn-  ipeeMl  aXUmrHna  via  to  U» 
PamoD  of  Cbiist,  in  wbiefa  dte  ««*  penniitcid  minenluail; 
to  panicipete.  In  ibe  Lnnt  of  IStl.  tMDg  then  twrntv-om 
years  of  age.  abe  hail  a  Tinon  of  lb»  cnid&doa  so  bout- 
rendiiig  that  sbe  was  Fonfinn)  to  bed  for  thr¥«  wecl»,aDd 
WM  oiilj-  rtstored.  od  Holj  Saturiii}-.  by  an  appaiitian  d 
Si.  Uarj  Magdak-ne  aiitl  Je<iis  risen.  During  tvvlre  jrMD 
abo  [oswid  ever;  Friday  in  ecstasr.  Slie  reeeivnl  th«  »nd 
stigmaca.  tbe  wound  in  the  W/t  side,  and  ibe  crown  of 
Ihorns.  All  tlicso  furors  gave  ber  continnal  and  inWW 
Buffering,  and  inspired  her  n-jih  a  loving  eympalbj  for  Ibe 
yel  more  bitter  tunares  of  the  Poly  Souls.  In  iheir  bclolt 
she  offered  all  lier  praj'ers  and  penancM  ;  and  lier  chaiilj 
ton'anl  ttiem  b«<-am«  ao  fanouf  througbout  Tuscany  thu 
afi^r  every  death  the  friends  of  the  deceased  basCened  to 
Catherine  to  secure  her  pmyets.  St.  Catherine  offered 
many  prayers,  fasts,  and  jienanees  for  a  certain  great  man. 
and  thus  obtained  his  salvnlion.  It  was  reveaI<Hi  to  ber 
that  he  naa  in  purgatory  ;  nnd  snch  vaa  hi>r  love  of  iesia 
crucified  thai  slic  offered  to  suffer  all  the  pains  nbout  tote 
infliclc-d  on  that  soul.  Her  prayer  was  granted.  The  soul 
entered  heaven,  and  for  forty  days  Catherine  suffered  In- 
describable agonies.  Her  body  was  covereil  with  blisUA 
emitting  hent  so  great  that  licr  cell  seemed  on  tire.  Htr 
fl^h  appeared  as  if  roasted,  and  her  tongue  like  red-lut 
iron.  Amid  all  she  was  cnlm  and  joyful,  saying,  "  I  loof 
to  suffer  all  imn^innble  paina,  timt  souU  may  quickly  Mt 
snd  praise  their  Rudeemcr."  She  knew  by  revelation  lb» 
AJTtivd  of  a  soul  in  purgatory,  ;iiid  the  hour  of  its  relestt- 
Sbe  held  intercourao  with  \lse  S»iWa  to  i^t^,  and  (re- 
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quently  conreraed  with  St.  Philip  Neri  at  Rome  without 
ever  leavin);  her  convent  at  Prato.  Slie  died,  amid  angels' 
eongs,  in  1589. 


Reflection. — If  we  Inily  love  Jf»iiH  cruoitlcil.  wn  must 
long,  like  St.  OKhiTini'.  to  reli-jise  the  Holy  Siiils  whom  He 
has  n.'rli.-vi)>.-,l  Imi  h:>s  left  to  oiir  cliuriiy  to  .sol  fr)'-'. 

February  H.-ST.  VALENTINE,  Priest  and  Martyr. 

VALENTINE  h;l»  a  holy  priwt  in  liotrip,  «Ii..,  wiili  St. 
M.-iriiLs  lui'l  his  fniiiily.  .ts.si>t-il  tlii;  iminyrs  In  the 
pprai.-<.-uti"ii  uii'lcr  Chiuiliua  II.  Ik'  wan  a|iiitTiipn(l"iI,  jiiiil 
sent  liy  il»-  c-mj»Ti»r  to  the  prcfcM  of  Koiiit.-.  wlio.  on  lin.l- 
iug  all  liis  prcinii.-u«  to  maki-  iiim  renounce  his  fniih  in- 
effeeiu.'il.  T.'OMiiiiuhilrd  him  to  Ix;  lH'iit<>n  with  cliilw.  ami 
afl<?rw.'ir-l  10  l>c  1>chpu<i('cl.  whidi  n.is  i^xi'ctiltHl  on  thi^  I4[t 
Of  Feljniary,  al"-.iit  tlip  yi'ar  27o.  I'.ipt-  Jnliiiw  1.  is  .■•aiil  tfl 
have  biiili  a  i-IiurIi  n.-ar  ?..i.if  SIoli;  lo  his  memory,  ttiii..-h 
(or  ft  Ion;;  time  gave  iiamt'  !'•  thf  gntv  now  callod  VotViL 
del  I'-ifoh.  fonoerty  I'orta  Vuivulim.     The   greater  part. 


UTTUl  PICTOBUI. 


til  his  rolica  An  now  in  the  Chorcfa  of  St.  Pnxedes.  To 
abolish  the  heathens'  le«d  superstitions  custom  of  borg 
dnwing  the  Uftmes  r,(  girls,  in  honor  of  ifipjr  g.jddess  Feb- 
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ruHla  Juno,  rin  the  15th  of  this  month,  gevoral  lealons 
[wiiora  Hiibslituted  the  names  of  Saints  in  billete  giren  dd 
thin  (lity. 

Reflection. — In  the  cause  of  justice  And  truth,  prudence 
shDiild  uiiC  bo  held  in  aecoiint ;  olhorwise  prudence  is  mere 
hiiiimn  rcBpect.     St.  Paul  wiys  :  "The  wisdom  of  the  flesh 

February  19.— STS.  FAUSTINUS  and  JOVITA,  Martjn. 

"XJAUBTiNrs  anil  Jovita  were  brothers,  nobly  born,  and 
r'— I  zealous  professors  of  the  Christian  religion,  which 
they  preftcbcd  without,  fear  in  their  city  of  Brescift,  while 
the  bishop  of  that  place  lay  concealed  during  the  peraeca- 
tion.  Their  remarkable  zeal  excited  the  fiirj-  of  th( 
heathenB  against  (hem,  and  procured  them  a  glorious  dea^  I 
for  tbeit  t&ith  at   Brescia  in  Uim^ffliTi-i ,  \indec  the  Em-   I 
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peror  Adrian.  JaliaD,  a  heftthen  lord,  apprehended  them  ; 
and  the  emperor  himaelf,  passing  through  Brescia,  when 
neither  threats  nor  torments  could  shake  their  constancy, 
commanded  them  to  be  beheaded.  They  seem  to  have 
suffered  aboot  the  ;ear  121.  The  city  of  Brescia  honors 
tbem  as  its  chief  patrons,  poeaeasefl  their  relics,  and  a  very 
ancient  ohnrch  in  that  city  bears  their  names. 

Reflection. — The  spirit  of  Christ  is  a  spirit  of  martyrdom 
— at  leaatof  mortification  and  penance.  It  is  .ilwnys  the 
qarit  t^  the  croas.  The  more  we  share  in  the  Hiiffering  life 
of  Christ,  the  greater  share  we  inherit  in  His  spirit,  and  in 
the  fmit  of  His  death.  To  souls  mortified  to  their  senses 
asd  disengaged  from  earthly  things,  God  gives  frequent 
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foretastes  of  the  sweetness  of  eternal  life,  and  the  most 
ardent  desires  of  possessing  Hira  in  His  glory.  This  is  the 
spirit  of  martyrdom,  which  entitles  a  Christian  to  a  happy 
reaurrection  and  to  the  bliss  of  the  life  to  come. 
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Reflection. — "  It  is  a  ;reat  honor,  a  great  glory  to  serve 
God,  aad  to  contemn  all  things  for  God.  They  will  hare 
a  great  grace  who  freely  subject  themselves  to  God'fl  mr«t 
holy  will."— TAe  Imitation  o/Clirist. 

ST.  ONESIMU8,  Disciple  of  St.  Paul. 
^p^G  vias  a  Phrygian  by  birth,  slave  to  Philemon,   a 
f^&    person  of  note  of  the  city  of  ColossiP,  eoiivcrtc^l  to 
the  tuitb  by  St.  Paul.      Having  mblied  his  muster  mid 
being  obliged  to  liy.  he  providentially  met  with  Si.  Piiul, 


then  a  prisoner  for  the  faitb  at  Rome,  who  there  converted 
and  batitizcd  him,  itnd  seni  bini  with  hi.s  cinutucnl  letler 
of  recommrndjition  to  Philemon,  by  whom  lie  was  jMir- 
doncd,  set  at  liberty,  and  sent  back  to  his  sjiiriliiul  father, 
whom  he  afterwards  faithfully  sened.  Tliat  ni>oHtlo  made 
him.  with  Tychicus,  the  bearer  of  his  Epistle  to  the  Colos- 
sians,  and  afterwards,  as  St.  Jerome  and  other  Fathers 
vituesB,  a  preacher  of  the  Gospel  and  a  bishop.  Ue  WUR 
GTowDcd  "7VA  mMFtyrdom  under  Dmnitutn  in  the  year  B5. 
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ReHectioa.— With  what  excws  of  goodness  docs  God 
Doiumniiicate  Himself  to  bowIs  that  open  themsetvis  lo 
Him  !  With  what  CAressea  does  He  often  visit  them  !  Wiih 
what  a  profusion  of  gracce  does  He  enrich  and  strengthca 
them  !  In  our  trials  and  temptations  let  as  then  offer  our 
hearU  to  Ood,  remembering,  as  St.  Paul  says,  ''  To  them 
that  love  Ood  alt  things  work  li^ether  unto  good." 

Fflbruary  t7.— ST.  FLAVIAN,  Bishop,  Mvtyr. 
**3LAviAN  was  elected  Patriarch  of  Constantinople  in 
f-^-l  iJT.  His  short  episcopate  of  two  years  was  a  time 
of  conflict  nnd  [leraccution  from  the  first.  Chrys^hius. 
the  cm])eror'a  favorite,  tried  to  extort  a  lai^  enm  of  monej' 
from  him  on  the  oceasion  of  his  consecration.  Bis  fidelity 
in  refusing  tliis  simoniacal  betrayal  of  his  trust  brought  on 
him  the  enmity  of  the  most  powerful  man  in  the  emiure. 

A  graver  (rouble  six>n  arose.  In  448  Flavian  bad  to  con- 
demn the  riBiiig  heresy  of  the  monk  Eutyches,  who  ob- 
Btinalely  denied  that  Our  Lord  waa  in  two  perfect  natures 
after  Hia  Incarnation,  Eutyches  drew  to  his  cause  all  the 
bad  elements  which  ao  early  gathered  about  the  BvTanline 
court.  Hia  intrigues  were  long  baffled  by  the  vigilance  of  ' 
Flavian ;  but  at  last  he  oblained  from  the  em]>eror  tho 
assembly  of  a  council  at  Ephcsua,  in  August  449,  presiiltrf 
over  by  his  friend  Dioscorua,  Patriarch  of  Alexandria,  into 
this  "robber  council,"  as  it  is  called,  Eutyches  entered, 
Burrounded  by  soldiers.  The  Homiin  legates  could  not 
even  read  the  Pope's  tellers ;  and  at  the  first  sign  of  resist' 
ance  to  the  condemnation  of  Flavian,  fresh  troops  entered 
with  drawn  eworda,  and,  in  spite  of  the  protests  of  tbt 
li^atea,  terrified  most  of  the  bishops  into  acquiescence. 

The  fury  of  Dioacorus  reached  its  height  when  Ftavian 
appealed  to  the  Holy  See.  Then  it  was  that  he  so  (orjjoi 
hia  apostolic  office  as  to  lay  violent  hands  on  his  advemr;- 
SL  FJaviaa  was  act  upon  bj  DioasMaa  mi4  ci\.\kvs,  throw 
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down,  beaten,  Ucked,  tad  flnally  ouried  into  bkniabment 
Let  OS  conlrsst  their  ends.  FUvian  dung  to  the  teaching 
of  the  Roman  Pootiff,  tuid  sealed  his  faith  vilh  his  blood. 
Diosconis  escommunicatod  the  Vicar  of  Christ,  and  died 
obstinate  aud  impenitent  in  the  heresy  of  Eutyches. 


Reflection.— By  bis  unswerving  loyalty  to  the  VfcAr  of 
Christ.  Flavian  held  fast  to  the  truth  and  fpiincd  the 
martyr's  crown.  Let  as  learn  from  him  to  turn  inMlno- 
tively  to  that  one  troe  guide  in  all  matters  concerning  onr 
salvation. 

Fabraary  IS.— 8T.  SIMEON,  BIthop,  Martyr. 
Ci^■  SixDox  was  the  son  of  C1e<^has,  othenrise  called 
r-^  AJpbens.  brifther  to  St.  Joneph.  and  of  Mary,  sister 
to  tlie  Blessed  Virgin.  He  was  therefore  nephew  both  to 
St-  Jrjttfpb  and  to  the  Blessed  Virgin,  and  cousin  to  Our 
Sanoor.  Wecamnotdonbtbnt  that  he  was  an  eai^y  follower 
of  Christ,  and  that  be  r«ceired  (be  Bofy  Gbust  oik  tW  fixj 
td  VtBieamt.  with  tU  Btaaad  Virgin  and  tbe  vf^^Ctiak. 


[PUiltCAST   18. 

fhita  tbe  Jem  iiiimii  ml  SI.  Jamet  tbe  Leaeer.  his  brotha 
Imeon  reproftotod  tfann  for  tfa«ir  atroeious  craelty.  St. 
unes.  Btfhop  of  Jcmsalem.  being  [mt  to  drath  in  tbe  tou 
K.  iwcDiy-nlne  jean  after  Our  Savionr's  Rmurrection,  tbe 
aiKMlli^  iiiiJ  diiiciplefl  met  jt  Jernsaiem  to  appoiiit  him  ■ 
iiu<-C(.-HK'>r.  Tb«]r  unanimnUE if  chose  St.  Sim«oD,  who  bad 
jirolinlil}'  U-fore  assisted  his  brother  is  (be  govcmmentof 
that  Church. 

In  the  year  M.  in  which  Sis.  Peter  and  Paul  snfl^red 
niartyrdom  at  Rome,  the  dTi)  war  b^iian  in  Jiidca,  by  Uie 


seditions  of  the  Jews  ngainst  Itic  Itomana,    The  Chmtini 
in  Jeriisnlem  were  warned  by  Go<I  of  the  impending  d 
Btruction  of  that  city.    They  Iherefore  departed  out  of 
tlio  same  year, — before    Vespasian,   Nero's  general,   a 
afterwards  emperor,  entered  Judea,— and  retired  beyt 
Joniiin  to  a  simdl  city  called  Polla,  having  St.  Simeon 
their  head.      After  the  taking  and  burning  of  Jerusa 
they  rulurned  thither  again,  and  settled  themselves  an: 
its  ruins,    till  Adrian  ntlevwanla  eT\Vv«4  iwad  it. 
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Cborch  here  flonriafaed,  and  mnltitudee  of  JewB  were  cwn- 
verted  by  the  great  namber  of  prodigies  and  mirsclM 
wrought  in  it. 

Vespnsian  and  Domitian  had  comnuindeil  all  to  be  put 
to  death  who  were  of  the  race  of  David.  St.  Simeon  had 
escaped  their  Bearches  ;  bat,  Trajan  having  given  the  same 
order,  certain  heretics  and  Jews  accused  the  Saint,  as  being 
both  of  the  race  of  David  and  a  Chriatian.  to  Atticus,  the 
Roman  governor  in  Puleettne.  The  holy  bishop  was  con- 
demned to  be  crucified.  After  having  undergone  the  usual 
tortures  during  several  days,  which,  though  one  hundred 
and  twenty  years  olil,  he  suffered  with  so  much  patience 
that  he  drew  on  him  a  universal  admiration,  and  that  of 
Atlicus  in  particular,  he  died  in  107.  He  must  have  gov- 
erned the  Church  of  Jerusalem  about  forty-lhrco  years. 

Reflection. — We  bear  the  name  of  Christians,  but  are 
full  of  the  spirit  of  worldlings,  and  our  actions  are  infected 
with  the  poison  of  the  world.  We  secretly  seek  ourselves, 
even  when  we  flatter  ourselves  that  God  is  our  only  aim  ; 
and  whilst  we  undertake  to  convert  the  world,  we  suffer  it 
to  pervert  us.  When  shall  wo  l>egin  to  study  to  crucify  our 
{lat^ona  and  die  to  ourselves,  that  wc  may  lay  a  solid  founda- 
lioo  of  true  virtue  and  establish  its  reign  in  our  hearts  t 

February  19.— 8T.  BARBATUS,  Bishop. 

@T.  Barbatus  was  bom  in  the  territory  of  Benovcnto  in 
Italy,  towanl  the  end  of  the  pontillcate  of  St.  Greg- 
(iry  the  Great,  in  the  beginning  of  the  seventh  century. 
His  parents  gave  him  a  Chrisiitn  eclucatioii,  and  Barbatus 
in  bis  youth  laid  the  foundation  of  that  eminent  sanctity 
"hich  recommends  liim  to  our  veneration.  The  innocence, 
smplicity,  and  purity  of  his  manners,  and  bis  extraonlinnry 
PWgresa  in  all  virtues,  qualifled  him  for  the  service  of  the 
*l'ftr,  to  which  he  was  assutned  by  talcing  Holy  Otdera 
•»  *»o  aa  the  canona  of  the  Church   would    nWovr  il. 


IM 
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He  VB*  immediately  employed  by  hb  bishop  in  preaching, 
for  which  he  had  aa  extraoTdinary  talent,  sod,  after  tetaa 
time.  ma<lo  curate  of  St.  Basil's  in  Horoans,  a  town  near 
BcoeTeoto.  Uis  parinhioDera  were  steeled  in  their  irregsi' 
laritiee,  uod  they  treated  biji  aa  a  disturber  of  their  peaoa, 
and  peneciiled  him  with  the  utmost  violence.  Fiodiog 
their  malice  couquerad  by  hb  patience  and  humility,  and 
his  chanicter  shitung  still  more  bright,  they  had  recourse 


0^. 


to  slanders,  in  which  their  virulence  and  success  was  such 
that  he  waa  obliged  to  withdraw  bis  charitable  endeavon 
among  tliem.  Barbatus  returned  to  Benevento,  where  be 
was  received  with  joy.  When  St.  Barbatus  entered  upon 
hb  ministry  in  that  city,  the  Christians  themselves  retained 
many  idolatrous  superstitions,  which  even  their  duke, 
Prince  Rorauald,  authorized  by  bis  example,  though  son  of 
Grimoald.  King  of  the  Lombards,  who  had  edifled  all  Italy 
by  his  conversion.  They  expressed  a  religious  veneration 
golden  viper,  and  prostrated  themselves  before  it; 
^tbef  also  paid  superstitious  bonoT  to  &  tree,  on  wbicfa 
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they  hung  the  skin  of  a  wild  beast ;  and  these  ceremonies 
were  closed  by  public  games,  in  which  the  skin  served  for  a 
mark  at  which  bowmen  shot  arrows  over  their  shoulders. 
St.  Barbatus  preached  zealously  against  these  abuses,  and 
at  length  he  roused  the  attention  of  the  people  by  foretelling 
the  distress  of  their  city,  and  the  calamities  which  it  was  to 
suffer  from  tlie  army  of  the  Emperor  Constans,  who,  landing 
soon  after  in  Italy,  laid  siege  to  Benevento  Ildebrand, 
Bishop  of  Benevento,  dying  during  the  siege,  after  the  public 
tranquillity  was  restored  St.  Barbatus  was  consecrated  bishop 
on  the  10th  of  March,  663.  Barbatus,  being  invested  with 
the  episcopal  character,  pursued  and  completed  the  good 
work  which  he  had  so  happily  begun,  and  destroyed  every 
trace  of  superstition  in  the  whole  state.  In  the  year  680 
he  assisted  in  a  council  held  by  Pope  Agatho  at  Rome,  and 
the  year  following  in  the  Sixth  General  Council  held  at  Con- 
stantinople against  the  Monothelites.  He  did  not  long  sur- 
vive this  great  assembly,  for  he  died  on  the  29th  of  Febru- 
ary, 682,  being  about  seventy  years  old,  almost  nineteen  of 
which  he  had  spent  in  the  episcopal  chair. 

Reflection. — St.  Augustine  says  :  **  When  the  enemy  has 
been  cast  out  of  your  hearts,  renounce  him,  not  only  in 
word,  but  in  work  ;  not  only  by  the  sound  of  the  lips,  but 
in  every  act  of  your  life." 

February  20.-ST.  EUCHERIUS,  Bishop. 

J^His  Saint  was  born  at  Orleans,  of  a  very  illustrious 
^J  family.  At  his  birth  his  parents  dedicated  him  to 
God,  and  set  him  to  study  when  he  was  but  seven  years 
old,  resolving  to  omit  nothing  that  could  be  done  toward 
cultivating  his  mind  or  forming  his  heart.  His  improve- 
ment in  virtue  kept  pace  with  his  prepress  in  learning :  he 
meditated  assiduously  on  the  sacred  writings,  especially  on 
St.  Paul's  manner  of  speaking  on  the  world  and  its  enjoy- 
ments as  mere  empty  sbadows  that  deceive  us  and  yainaYk 


Bway.  These  reflections  M  length  sank  so  deep  into  hk 
mind  that  he  reBolved  to  quit  the  worM.  To  pnt  t-hi) 
design  in  execution,  abont  the  yenr  714  be  retired  to  ibi 


abbey  ot  Jumiijgci  iii  Normandy,  whore  be  spent  ux 
seven  years  in  the  pnictice  of  jwnitential  Huslerities  s 
obedience.  Suavaric,  his  unule.  Bishop  of  OrlcaDS,  ] 
died,  the  Benate  niid  people,  with  the  olergy  of  thiit  a 
begged  permission  to  elect  Etichoriua  t4)  the  TRcant  a 
The  Saint  entreated  his  monks  to  screen  him  froo.  I 
dangers  that  tbreat«ned  him;  but  they  preferred  I 
public  good  to  tlieir  private  inelinatinns.  and  resigned  U 
for  lliat  important  charge.  He  was  consecrated  ' 
uniTersa!  applause  in  731.  Charles  Martel,  to  defnyl 
expenses  of  his  wars  and  other  andortnkings,  often  str^ 
the  churches  of  their  revenues.  St.  Eucberius  i 
these  encroachmenlB  with  so  muvh  xeal  that,  ii 
787,  Charles  banished  him  to  Cologne.  The  extraordin 
esteem  which  his  virtue  procured  bim  in  that  city  mot 
Cbaries  to  order  him  lo  bo  conve^jed  tbence  to  a  s 
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[>l)kce  in  the  territory  of  li^gc.  Robert,  the  governor  of 
itiat  country,  was  BO  channnd  with  bis  virtnc  that  he 
made  him  the  distributer  of  liis  large  almii,  and  allowed 
Uim  to  n;tlT>)  to  the  monaatery  oC  Sarchinium,  or  8t.  Tron's. 
I  Here  prayt^r  and  contemplation  were  his  whole  eniplnynient 
I  till  ihe  year  743,  in  which  he  died,  on  the  20th  of  February. 
Reflection. — Nothing  softens  the  »(>ul  ntid  weakens  piety 
I  w  much  as  friToloiis  indulgence.  God  haa  revealed  what 
I  bigh  store  He  sets  by  "retirement"  in  those  words  :  "I 
U  Jead  her  iiito  solitude,  and  I  will  speak  to  her  huarl." 

February   21.-ST.   8EVERIANUS,   Martyr,   BIthop. 

■e  gn  of  Marc  an  and  St   Puichcr  n  tl  p  Coiinc  1  of 

h    h  crndemned  Ihp  Eut     h  an  I   reay, 

Euthymi  e  and  by  a  gre  t  ij^rt    f  the 

'  mnnL  I  But  Theodis  u'f      n    >,  omnt  E  ty- 


I  monic,  and  a  roan  of  a  most  tjTflnnicftl   temper, 
r  tiie  protecfioa  of  the  Empreaa  EuJoxJo,   widow  of 


UTTLB  TienmuLt. 


In  Sla  mercy  He  f>merT«  tiM-  Mtoe.  aixl  diUte  its  pale. 
Uwt  Hu  nani^  mnf  b»  glorUbvl  by  alt  naitoiH.  mad  br  sU 
hettti,  to  Ibe  boandiinM  of  the  earth,  for  Hit  dirine  bonor 
Mtd  the  lAlTation  of  souls,  fraraod  to  His  dirioe  itnagc, 
•ltd  the  price  ol  His  adonbl*  blood. 

February  33.'8T.  PETER  DAMIAN. 

C(t.  PsTEft  Damas  was  bom  in  a8S,  and  loet  both 
1"-^  parents  ftt  an  early  ag»,  Hia  eldest  broths,  in 
wboac  hands  he  was  left,  treated  him  so  cmell^  that  » 
yoiingt^r  brother,  n  priest,  moved  by  hU  pileons  state,  leni 
hiiu  to  the  University  of  ParmH.  where  be  acquired  gresi 
distinction.  His  studies  were  .sauetified  by  vigits,  fasts, 
and  prayers,  till  at  last,  tbinkirig  ilmt  all  tLia  was  oDty 
aerving  God  by  halves,  he  resolved  to  lejive  th*^  world.  He 
joined  the  monks  of  FoDNAveUano,  ihen  in  the  greatest 
refiiite.  and  by  liis  wisdom  and  sanetity  rose  to  t«  Superior 
He  was  employed  on  the  most  delicate  and  difficult  mi.'^ 
eioiis,  amoctf^t  others  the  reform  of  ec<:leaiastic;d  eammn- 
MJtieit,  tvbieli  was  effected  by  bis  KiaL  Seven  Popes  in 
eacceiision  made  hini  their  constant  adviser,  and  lie  tnts  at 
lost  created  Cardinal  Bishop  of  Ostia.  He  wiihslood  Henry 
IV.  of  Germany,  and  labored  in  defence  of  Alexander  IL 
aKainsl  the  Aniipope.  whom  he  forced  to  yield  and  seek  for 
pardon.  Ho  was  charged,  as  Papal  Legate,  with  the  re- 
preHsion  of  simony  ;  again,  was  commissioner]  tv  settle  dis- 
eiirds  amongst  various  bishops;  and  finally,  ia  10T2,  to 
adjust  the  affnirs  of  tlm  Church  at  Ravenna.  He  was  laid 
low  by  a  fever  on  his  liomeward  journey,  and  died  al 
Faenza.  in  a  monaslpry  of  liis  order,  on  lite  eighth  dnyof 
his  sickness,  whilst  the  monks  clisr.ted  luatins  around  him. 

ReBectioo.^The  Saints  sluilieil,  not  in  order  to  be  uy 
counleii  leameii,  but  to  beeome  perfect.  This  only  is  wis- 
dow  and  (rue  greatness,  lo  ticca\i\i\.  dvurwiVN^a  «&  ieaoraut. 


and  to  adben  in  all  thiii^  to  (be  tettrhinfB  and 
the  Chnrch. 

ST.  8ERENUS,  a  CardMwr,  Martyr. 

^f  ERESCs  was  l>y  binh  ft  Greeian.  He  quitied  fsiaie, 
F^  frientls.  and  ennntry  to  seire  God  in  ri-)i)»c.v.  pen- 
ance, and  prayer.  With  tbte  desifrn  he  Uiugbt  a  ptnien  in 
Sinnium  in  Pannonia,  which  he  ruhivated  with  his  own 


hands,  and  lived  on  the  fniiU  ntiil  hi^rlis  i[  pmdueod.  One 
day  there  came  tbiiher  a  woman,  willi  her  two  diiuKhtera. 
Serenus,  seeing  them  come  up,  advised  them  to  witlidrair, 
aud  to  conduct  themselves  in  future  as  decency  requjre<l  in 
persons  of  their  sex  nnd  condition.  The  woman,  stuiifcnt 
Qur  Snint's  charitable  remonstninee,  retired  in  confusion, 
but  resolved  on  revenging  the  supposed  atTront.  She  iic- 
cordin^l;  wrote  to  her  husband  that  Serenus  hnd  iuMullcd 
her.  He,  on  receiving  her  letter,  went  to  tlie  (<in\)en)i  Vq 
demand  justice;  whereupon  the  emperor  gave  him  a  \ol.X«i 


govemar, 
i  &ChrifcJj 
vou,  aafl 
aling  M^ 
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to  the  governor  of  the  province  to  enable  him  to  obtain  a 
isractiou.  The  governor  ordered  Sercnus  to  be  immediaidf] 
brought  before  hini.  Serenus,  on  hearing  the  charge,  i 
Bwered,  "I  remember  that,  sotne  time  ago,  a  lady  e 
into  my  garden  at  aii  unseasonable  hour,  and  I  o 
the  liberty  to  tell  lier  it  was  against  decency  for  one  of  h€T 
sex  and  quality  to  be  abroad  at  snch  an  hoar."  This  plea 
of  Serenus  having  put  the  officer  to  the  blush  for  his  wife's 
conduct,  be  dropped  his  prosecution.  Bat  the  governur, 
suspecting  by  this  answer  that  Serenus  might  be  ■ 
,  tian,  began  to  queslinn  him,  saying.  "Who  a 
what  is  your  religion!"  Serenus,  wilhout  li^taling  o 
moment,  answered,  "  I  am  a  Christian.  It  seemed  a  « 
ago  as  if  GoU  rejected  mo  as  a  sloue  unlit  to  enter  Hia 
building,  but  He  has  tlic  goodness  lo  tnltc  me  non:  to  b» 
placed  iu  it ;  I  am  ready  to  suffer  all  things  for  His  name, 
that  I  may  have  a  part  in  His  kingdom  with  His  Saints." 
The  governor,  hearing  this,  burst  into  rage,  and  said, 
"Since  you  sought  to  elude  by  flight  the  emperor's  edicts, 
and  have  positively  refused  tu  sacriRee  to  the  god.s,  I  con- 
demn you  fiirlliesc  crimes  to  lose  your  head."  The  sen- 
tence H'as  no  sooner  pronounced  than  the  Saint  was  carried 
off  and  beheaded,  on  tlie  aSd  of  February,  in  307. 

Reflection. — The  garden  alTords  a  beautiful  emblem  of  a 
Christian's  continual  progress  in  the  path  of  virtue.  Planta 
always  mount  upwards,  and  never  stop  iu  their  growth  till 
they  have  attained  to  that  maturity  whicli  the  Author  of 
nature  has  prescribed.  So  in  a  Christian,  everything  ought 
to  carry  liim  toward  that  perfection  which  the  sanctity  of 
hia  state  requires  ;  and  every  desire  of  his  soul,  every  action 
of  his  life  should  be  a  step  advancing  to  this  in  a  direct 
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February  24.-ST.  MATTHIAS,  Apottle. 
'Tj'FrER  our  blesse<l  L/inl's  Ascension  His  (iisoipits  met 
eJ^-'  ti>(reilier.  with  Mary  His  mother  anil  the  eleven 
apostles,  in  an  upper  room  at  Jonisalom.  The  liltie  com- 
pany i)iLinl*re<l  no  more  than  one  hiimirwl  and  twenty 
6oii!s.  Tlicy  were  waiting  for  the  promised  coming  of  the 
Holy  Ghosi,  itnil  they  pereevered  in  pniyer.  Meanwhile 
there  was  a  solemn  &ct  to  be  performed  on  the  part  of  the 
Church,  which  conld  not  be  postponed.  The  place  of  the 
fallen  Judas  must  lie  filled  up,  that  the  elect  number  of  the 
aposlks  mij-ht  l«  complete.  St.  Peter,  therefore,  na  Vicar 
of  Chri.st,  anise  to  announce  the  divine  decree.  That  which 
the  Holy  Ghost  had  Spoken  by  the  mouth  of  Daviil  concern- 
ing Judas,  he  said,  must  be  fulfillc<l.  Of  him  it  had  been 
written,  "  His  bishopric  let  another  lake."  A  elioiee,  there- 
forp.  was  to  tie  made  of  one  among  those  who  had  been 
their  companions  from  the  lieginning,  who  could  bear  wit- 
ness to  the  Resurreclion  of  Jesus.  Two  were  named  ot 
eaual  merit.  Jaeepb  called  Baiaabaa,  and  Matthias.     Then, 


I  St.  ytu- 

I  kll  tte  more  fimlf 
B  ■(  bit  aQ  to  llie  apesUlaM, 
aad  tiM  f«f  of  bi*  pmt^cnBr^.  Wc  tbra  BBUiralljr  nn 
Id  tbtmtftit  til  ijox  t/wa  ^ficMi-m  utd  oar  »wa  eod. 

February  Za^ST.  TARASIUS. 

^s^ABAKtrn  van  )^ru  At  C«iiiitanlinople  about  the  mtddk 
^2#  f,f  III'-  >>^iii;hlh  wDtury,  of  a  noblt?  family.  His 
fDillii-r.  Kucratid.  brought  bim  up  id  the  practJM  of  [b( 
iDOMt  triniiient  virtnes.  By  hia  taletiis  and  virtue  be  gaiaeil 
th"  i-*trxm  of  all.  and  was  raised  to  Ihe  greatest  hoii<»sgf 
thii  (-TDpln-.  l>ciDg  rno'lc  couaul,  and  afterwards  first  mctv- 
tAry  of  Htfit^-  to  the  Enii)enir  Coiiatantine  and  the  Empm 
Ireii",  hiN  inotlier.  In  the  miiUt  of  Iho  court,  and  io  itt 
bifihiiiit  lionon,  he  led  a  life  like  that  of  a  religiuns  loao. 
Paul,  I'ntriarch  iif  Confltantinopie,  the  lliird  of  that  daiik, 
thiiiiKh  \m  had  eoiitornieU  in  some  respects  to  the  then 
nilKHlDK  hereay,  had  auverat  good  qualities,  and  was  uot 
«iilj  iH'lovod  by  the  [wojde  for  his  charity  to  the  poor,  but 
hlfilily  esleomed  by  tlie  whole  court  for  bis  great  prtideti«> 
ToueliiHl  will)  reiiiorse,  he  qnitled  the  patriarchal  see,  aM 
put  nti  n  rollftloua  habit  in  the  monastery  of  Fiorus  la 
<V>u*liiiillni)plD.  Tarasliis  wn»  uhosen  to  succeed  him  bf 
the  uiiniitiiunu  eonsent  of  the  conri,  rlergi-,  and  ))eo{)l& 
FiudiiiK  »  In  vain  lo  oppose  his  election,  he  declared  thU 
Iw  roulil  iiitt  in  ennsficnoe  accupt  of  ihe  goT^romeDt  of  a 
MW  whkl  had  beea  oat  ofl  tcou  xba  CaUndoR  vntuaaaiat. 


LIVI8  or  Tm  sAinn. 
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«xcept  on  condition  that  a  general  council  shnald  be  called 
1o  corapoee  the  disputes  which  ilividcd  the  Church  at  ihat 
time  in  relation  to  holy  images.  This  bein;;  uttrced  to,  he 
was  solemnly  declared  patriarch,  and  coosecriited  soon 
after,  on  Christmas  Day.  The  council  vas  opened  on  the 
Ist  of  August,  in  the  Church  of  the  Apostles  at  Constanti- 
nople, in  786  ;  but,  being  disturbed  by  the  violence^t  of  the 
Iconoclasts,  it  ndjoumed,  aud  met  again  the  year  following 
in  the  Church  of  St.  Sophia  at  Nice.     The  council,  having 


declared  the  sense  of  the  Church  in  relation  to  the  matter 
Id  debati  nlith  was  found  to  be  the  allowinK  to  holy 
pictures  1  id  images  a  relative  honor,  wa.s  cl'ised  with  the 
nsual  acclamations  and  prayers  for  the  prosperity  of  the 
emperor  and  empress ;  after  which,  synodal  letters  were 
sent  to  all  the  churches,  and  in  particular  to  the  Pope,  who 
approred  the  council.  The  hte  of  this  holy  patriarch  was  a 
model  of  ]>erfection  to  his  clergy  and  people.  His  table 
contained  barely  the  necessaries  of  life  ;  he  alloved  h'\ia!UiM 
\erj  VittiB  Utae  for  sleep,  being  almays  ap  the  flret  and\aat 
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in  hia  family-     Resuiiiig  nnd  prayer  fllied  all   his  leisare 
faours.     Tlie  emperor  having  Ixx^ome  enamoured  of  Theu- 
dota,  a  maid  of  liunor  to  his  wife,  the  Empress  Uary,  was 
resolved  to  divorce  the  latter.     Ho  used  all  liis  cSorla  to 
gain  Ihp  patriarch  over  to  his  desires,  but  St.   Tara^os 
resolutely  refused  to  countenance  the  iniquity.     The  ho^  |. 
roan  g«ve  up  liia  kouI  In  God  in  peace  on  tlie  33th  of  Feb-  ! 
ruary,  808,  after  having  sat  Iweuty-one  jciirs  and  lw»-  J 
months.  J 

Re  fleet  ion.  ^Tho   highest   praise  which   Scripture  pro^ 
noimc^  on  the  holy  man  Job  is  comprJBed  in  these  n-orA^',1 


February  36.— ST.  PORPHrRY,  Bithop. 
*Y  I't  Ihc  rigH  of  twenty-five,  Porphyry,  a  rich  citizen  of 
tJ^^  Thcsialonioa,  left  the  world  for  one  of  tlie  great  re- 
ligioui!  houses  in  the  desert  of  Scet^.  Here  he  remained  five 
years,  and  llien.  finding  himself  drawn  to  a  more  solitary 
life,  passed  into  Palestine,  where  he  spent  a  similar  period  ui 
the  severest  petiancc,  lill  ill  henhh  obliged  him  to  moderate 
his  austerities.  He  then  made  his  home  in  Jerusalem,  and 
in  spite  of  his  ailments  visited  the  Holy  Places  ever;  daj; 
thinking,  says  his  biograplicr,  so  little  of  his  sickness  that 
he  seemed  to  be  atllicted  in  ni)other  body,  and  not  his  own. 
About  this  time  God  put  it  into  his  heart  to  sell  all  he  bad 
and  give  to  the  |)oor,  and  then  in  reward  of  the  sacrifice 
•vstored  him  by  a  miracle  lo  perfect  health.  In  393  bs 
was  ortlained  priest  and  inlrnsted  with  the  care  of  the 
relics  of  the  true  cross  ;  three  years  later,  in  spite  of  bH 
the  resistance  his  hiinuliiy  eould  make,  he  was  consecrated 
Bishop  of  Gaza.  That  city  was  a  liotbed  of  paganism,  and 
Porphyry  found  in  it  an  ample  sco|>e  tor  his  apostolic  teal 
llislabors  and  tbc  miracles  which  attended  them  effected  the 
CDHiereion  of  many  ;  and  an  iin]ierial  edict  for  the  destroy 
tioa  of  the  pugmi  temples,  obtataeOL  ttotM^\.bft  ioSuence 
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of  St.  John  Chrjsoetom,  greatly  sttvngtbeDed  his  hands. 
"When  St  Porphyry  first  went  to  Gaut,  he  found  there  one 
temple  more  splendid  than  the  rest,  in  honor  of  the  chief 
god.  When  the  edict  went  forth  to  destroy  all  traces  of 
heathen  worship,  St.  Porphyry  determined  to  put  Satan  to 
special  shame  where  he  bsd  received  special  honor.  A 
Christian  church  was  built  upon  the  site,  and  its  ai^roactt 
was  pared  with  the  marbles  of  the  heathen  temple.     Thus  . 


every  worshipper  of  Jesus  Christ  trrxi  the  relics  of  idolatry 
and  supersiition  underfoot  each  time  he  went  to  assist  at 
the  holy  Mass.  He  lived  to  (tee  hi«  diocese  for  tlie  most 
part  clear  of  idolatry,  and  diecl  a.d.  420. 

Reflection. — All  superstitions  searching  into  secret  things 
is  forbidden  by  the  First  Commandment  equally  with  the 
worship  of  any  false  gwl.  Let  us  ask  St.  Porph}Ty  for  a 
great  zeal  in  keeping  this  commandment,  lest  we  be  led 
away,  as  so  many  are,  by  a  curious  and  prying  mind. 


f^^H^t  «i  Jl 
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others,  Hermenegild,  the  king's  eldest  son  and  heir  ap- 
parent, Leander  was  banished  by  King  Leovigild.  Thia 
pious  prince  was  put  to  death  by  his  unnatural  father,  th«- 
year  following,  for  refusing  to  receive  Communion  from  the 
hands  of  an  Arian  bishop.  But,  touched  with  remorse  not 
loQR  after,  the  king  recalled  our  Saint ;  and  fnlling  sick 
and  finding  himself  past  hopes  of  recovery,  he  sent  for  St. 
Leander,  and  recommended  to  him  his  son  Rccared.  This. 
son,  by  listening  to  St.  Leander,  soon  became  a  Catholio, 
and  finally  converted  the  whole  nation  of  the  Visigoths. 
He  was  no  less  successful  with  respect  to  the  Suevi,  a  people* 
of  Spain,  whom  his  father  Leovigild  had  perverted. 

St.  Leander  was  no  less  zealous  in  the  reformation  ot 
manners  than  in  restoring  the  purity  of  faith  :  iitui  he 
planted  the  seeds  of  that  zeal  and  fprvor  whii^li  aflerwiiids 
produced  so  many  martyrs  and  Saints.  TMh  holy  doctor 
of  Spain  died  about  the  year  396,  on  the  2Ttli  of  February, 
as  Mabillon  proves  from  his  epitaph.  The  Church  of 
Seville  ha.s  been  a  metropolitan  see  ever  since  ihr  Iliird 
century.  The  catliedral  is  the  most  ni)ignificent,  btith  as  to 
structure  and  ornament,  of  any  in  all  Spain. 


Fabniary  28 STS.  ROMANUS  and  LUPICINUS,  Abbot*. 

■^^oiiANUS  at  ihirly-fivB  years  of  Hgc  left  his  rflalivo 
.J-^i  and  K|ient  s<jrne  time  in  ihe  monastery  of  Ainay  iit 
Lyons,  at  Ihe  great  church  at  the  conflux  of  the  Sa6ne  and 
Hhone  which  the  faithful  had  built  over  the  ashen  of  the 
famous  martyrs  of  that  city  ;  for  their  Ixidies  being  burned 
by  the  piigans.  their  ni-hes  were  Ilirown  into  tlie  Btione,  but 
a  great  jiart  of  tliem  nas  gathered  by  the  Christians  anil 
deposited  in  this  place.  Komanus  ashort  time  after  retired 
into  the  forests  of  Mount  Jura,  between  France  and 
Switzerland,  and  flied  his  abode  at  a  place  called  Condate, 
at  the  uonflux  of  the  rivers  Bienne  and  Aliere,  \(ltGTe  W 
fotnid  n  spot  of  ground  St  for  cttlture,  and  aome   tT«e». 


vUdi  fnrantaed  liim  witb  a  ktad  of  vtM  frull.  B<rn  hi> 
•IWfit  h»  tine  tB  imjiii^  nadin^  am]  I^Kving  fiir  hia 
anlMsteaee.  LopMiaua.  hb  bfrxber,  caia^  to  turn  aoue  time 
after  id  oon^WDy  mth  olhen.  wbo  «c«o  foQawed  by  aemni 
more,  drawa  by  the  fame  of  the  tinne  ami  minielM  of 
these  two  Saint*.     Their  nutnbera  indvasing,  Ibev  hs3t 


whjeb  no  men  were  tillowed  ever  to  enter,  iind  where  Si, 
Romanus  eh(jse  his  biiriiil-iilacc.  The  brothers  goTpmed  tbe 
monke  jointly  and  in  f^reat  hartnnny,  though  Liipidiiiu 
was  the  more  inclined  to  severitv  of  the  two.  Lnpicinus  nsed 
no  other  bed  than  fi  rhair  or  n  linnl  board  ;  tievor  touched 
wine,  and  wonid  scaroely  ever  snffer  a  drop  eitlier  of  oil  or 
milk  10  be  poured  on  his  potlago.  In  summer  his  subsist- 
ence for  many  years  was  onJy  hard  bread  moistened  in  ooM 
water,  so  that  he  could  eat  it  with  a  spoon.  Histunicwss 
made  of  various  skins  of  beasts  sewn  together,  with  a  cowl ; 
ho  usod  wooden  shoes,  and  wore  no  stockinga  anleas  when 
ie  was  obliged  to  go  out  of  tbe  mou&&VftT-j.    %.  Eomoinu 
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died  about  the  year  460,  and  St.  Lupicinus  survived  liim 
almost  twenty  years. 


February  29^ST.  OSWALD,  Bishop. 

OSWALD  was  of  a  noble  Saxon  family,  and  wa«  endowed 
with  a  very  rare  and  beautiful  form  of  lx>dy  and 
with  a  singular  piety  of  soul.  He  was  brought  up  by  his 
unde,  8t.  Odo,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and  was  chosen, 
while  still  young,  dean  of  the  secular  canons  r>f  Winchester, 
then  very  relaxed.  His  attempt  to  reform  tht^m  was  a 
failure  ;  and  he  saw,  with  that  infallible  instinct  which  so 
often  guides  the  Saints  in  critical  times,  that  the  true 
remedy  for  the  corruptions  of  the  clergy  was  the  restora- 
tion of  the  monastic  life.  He  ther«»fore  went  to  France 
and  took  the  habit  of  St.  Benedict,  hut  returned,  only  to 
reoeiye  the  news  of  Odo's  death.  He  found,  howi^ver,  a 
new  patron  in  St.  Dunstan,  now  metropolitan,  through 
whose  influence  he  was  nominatefl  to  the  see  of  Wor('(\ster. 
To  these  two  Saints,  together  with  Ethelwold  of  Winchester, 
the  monastic  revival  of  the  tenth  century  is  mainly  due. 
Oswald's  first  care  was  to  deprive  of  their  benetices  the  dis- 
orderly clerics,  whom  he  replaced  as  far  as  |x>ssible  by 
regulars,  and  himself  founded  seven  religious  houses. 
Considering  that  in  the  hearts  of  the  secular  canons  there 
were  yet  some  sparks  of  virtue,  he  would  not  at  once  expel 
them,  but  rather  entrap[)ed  them  by  a  holy  artifice.  Ad- 
joining the  cathedral  he  built  a  church  in  honor  of  the 
Mother  of  God,  causing  it  to  be  served  by  a  body  of  strict 
religious.  He  himself  assisted!  at  the  divine  Office  in  this 
church,  and  his  example  was  followed  by  the  people.  The 
canons,  finding  themselves  isolated  and  their  cathedral  de- 
serted, chose  rather  to  embrace  the  religious  life  than  to 
continue  not  only  to  injure  their  own  souls,  but  to  be  a 
mockery  to  their  jieople  by  reason  of  the  contrast  ofteT^ 
by  their   worldJiness  to  the  regularity  of  their   Tel'\g\o\i» 
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brettireiL  As  Archbishop  of  York  a  like  eucoess  Btl«nd«d 
St.  Oswald's  efforts  ;  &tid  Grod  m»iiifested  Bis  approval  of 
his  Eeal  by  discovering  to  him  the  relics  of  hi«  great  prede- 
ce«sor,  St.  Wilfrid,  which  he  reverently  translated  to 
Worcester.     He  died  February  29,  083. 

Reflection. — A  soul  without  discipline  is  like  a  tbip 
without  n  helm  :  sho  must  inevitably  strike  unawaree  npoD 
the  rooks,  founder  on  the  slioals,  or  float  nnknoniDglf  iiit» 
the  harbor  of  the  enemy. 


March  1 ST.  DAVID,  Bishop. 


ipon 
SoBt    1 


CSt.  David,  son  of  Sant,  Prince  of  Cartiigan  and  of  BoBt 
J^  was  born  in  that  country  iu  the  fifth  century,  and 
from  his  earliest  years  gave  himself  wholly  to  (he  serrin 
of  God,  He  begnn  his  religious  life  under  St.  Panlinui,  & 
disciple  of  St.  Gcrmanus,  Bishop  of  Auxerre,  wlio  had  bfen 
sent  to  Britain  by  Pope  St.  Colestine  to  stop  the  ravages  of 
tho  heresy  of  Polagius,  at  thiit  time  abbot,  as  it  is  said,  oT 
Bangor.  On  the  reappearance  of  that  heresy,  in  the  begta- 
ning  of  the  sixth  century,  tlie  bishops  assembled  at  Bi^ii, 
ami,  unable  to  address  the  people  th.it  came  to  lioar  (to 
woni  of  truth,  sent  for  St.  Daviil  from  hia  cell  to  preacb  to 
them.  The  Snint  cnme,  and  it  is  related  thiit,  as  be 
pi-caclied,  the  ground  beneath  his  feet  rose  and  b<<camoH 
liill.  so  that  tie  was  heanl  by  .in  innumerable  crowd.  Tlii' 
heresy  fell  under  the  sword  of  tlie  Spirit,  and  the  SninI 
■was  elected  Bishop  of  Ciierieon  on  the  resignation  of  Si 
Dubrieiiis  ;  but  he  removed  the  see  to  Menevia,  a  lone  snJ 
desert  spot,  where  ho  might,  wiili  bis  monks,  servo  <!oii 
away  from  the  noise  of  the  world.  He  founded  Iwel^ 
monasteries,  and  governed  his  Church  according  to  the 
canons  snnL-Iioned  in  Rome.  At  last,  when  about  eighty 
years  of  age,  he  laid  hiinseJf  down,  knowing  that  his  boor 
waseomc.    A-i  his  ngctny  c\oBeOi, Out  lisidfttuod  before  him 
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in    ft  visioE,  and  the  Saint  cried  out,  "THke  me  np  with 
Tliee,"  and  bo  gave  up  his  loul  on  Tuesday,  March  1,  561. 


8T.  ALBINUS,  Bishop, 
j^f  T.  ALBttiUB  was  of  an  ancient  and  noble  family  in  Brit- 
J"— '  tany,  and  from  his  childhood  was  fervent  in  every 
exercise  of  piety.  He  ardently  sighed  after  the  bappiuesB 
which  a  devout  sool  finds  in  being  perfectly  disciifCBged 
from  all  earthly  things.     Having  embraced  the  monastio 


state  at  Tintitlant,  near  Anders,  he  shone  a  perfet-t  model 
of  virtue,  living  as  if  in  all  things  he  had  been  without 
any  will  of  his  own  ;  nnd  his  soul  seemed  so  jierfectly  gov- 
erned by  the  spirit  of  Chn«t  as  to  live  only  for  Him.  At 
the  sure  of  thirty-flve  yeais  he  was  chosen  iiblwit,  in  504, 
and  twenty-five  years  nflerwnrds  Biatiop  of  AnRcrs,  He 
everj-where  restored  discipline,  being  inllnme<t  with  a  holy 
zeal  for  the  honor  of  God.  His  dignity  seemed  to  make  no 
alteration  either  in  his  mortiScations  or  in  the  consttvuX. 
reoollectJoa  othiaaoul     Honored  by  all  the  world,  e^eft\>^ 
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Idn^  be  vas  never  affected  with  TAiiitf.  Pomfol  is 
worts  and  miracles,  he  looked  Dpon  himseU  aa  the  most  an- 
wortbjr  and  mticit  nnprafitable  nmong  Uie  servauts  ot  G«d, 
and  bad  no  other  ambition  ihan  to  i^pear  such  in  tbe  ena 
of  others  aa  he  was  in  those  of  his  own  humllilT.  Id  Iba 
third  Coonejl  of  Orleans,  in  538,  he  procured  the  thirtieth 
canon  of  the  Coancil  of  Epaone  to  be  iwvivod,  by  whici 
thoee  are  declared  eiconiniun  Scaled  who  presame  to  con- 
tract incestuous  marnages  in  the  first  or  second  degree  of 
Gonsaoguinity  or  affinity.  Ue  died  on  the  1st  of  Harch, 
in  5-19. 

Rcflectioo. — With  whatever  virtues  a  man  tnav  be  eH' 
doffeii,  lie  will  diiStwver,  if  he  considers  himself  otlentivelv, 
a  sufficient  depth  of  iiiiseiy  to  afford  cause  for  deqi 
humility  ;  bat  Jesus  '  rist  says,  "  lie  tliat  hnmbleth  Lim- 
setf  shall  be  elalled." 

March   2. -ST.  SIMPLICIUS,   Pope. 

Ci^-  SiMPUCius  was  tlie  ornament  of  tlii;  Roman  clergr 
r^  under  Sts.  Leo  and  Hilarius,  and  succeeded  the  latter 
in  the  pontiBcate  in  468.  He  was  raised  by  God  to  com- 
fort and  sup[iort  Jiis  Church  amidst  the  gi-eatest  storms. 
All  the  provincca  of  the  Western  Empire,  out  of  Italy,  were 
fallon  into  the  hands  of  barbarians.  Tlie  emperors  for 
many  yuars  were  rather  sbaiioH-s  of  power  than  sovereigns, 
and,  in  the  eighth  year  of  the  ponlificiite  of  Stnijilicius, 
Homo  itself  fell  a  prey  to  foreigners.  Ilaly,  by  oppres- 
sions and  tbe  ravages  of  barbarians,  was  left  almost  a  desert 
without  inhabitants  ;  and  the  imperial  armies  consisted 
chiefly  of  barbarians,  hired  under  the  name  of  ausiliarics. 
These  soon  saw  that  their  masters  were  in  their  power. 
The  Hcruli  demanded  one  third  of  the  lands  of  Italy,  and, 
upon  refusal,  '-'.loso  for  their  leader  Odoacer,  one  of  the 
lowest  e.  ac'  but  a  resolute  and  intrepid  man,  who 
was  proclaimed  k<  j  at  Rome  \u  W6.   B.e.  ^^-t  '     death 
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Orestes,  who  was  r^ent  of  the  empire  for  his  son  Angus- 
tolas,  whom  the  senate  bad  Bdvanced  to  the  imperial 
throne.  Odoacer  spared  the  life  of  Augustulus,  appointed 
bim  a  salary  of  sii  thousand  pounds  of  gold,  and  per- 
mitted him  to  live  at  full  liberty  near  Naples.  Pope  Sim- 
pliciua  nas  wholly  taken  up  in  comforting  and  relieving 
the  afSictod,  and  in  sowing  the  seeds  of  the  Catliolic  faith 
among  the  barbarians.  The  East  gave  his  zeal  no  less  em- 
ployment and  concern.     Peter  Cnapbeus,  a  violent  Euty- 


chian,  was  made  bj  the  heretics  Patnarth  of  \niioch  ;  and 
Peter  Mongus  one  of  the  most  profligate  men,  that  of 
AlMandria.  Acaems  the  Patriarch  of  Const intinople, 
received  the  sentence  of  St  Simplicius  against  Cnapheus, 
but  supported  Mongus  against  him  and  the  Catholic 
Church,  aiid  was  a  notorious  changeling  double-dealer, 
and  artful  hypocrite  who  often  made  rciigion  serve  his 
own  prii'ate  ends.  St  Simplicius  at  lenf  h  discovered  his 
artiflces,  and  redoubled  his  zeal  to  main'  IL  tolj  ta.^l\i, 
whic    >ie  snwbetraj'edoa  ererj  side,     _iist  the  patmTcW 
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sew  of  Alexandria  and  Antiouh  were  occupied  by  furious 
«olve«,  and  there  was  Dot  one  Catholic  king  in  tbe  whole 
world.  The  emperor  measured  everything  by  his  pnssions 
and  human  views.  St.  SimpliciuB,  having  snt  fifteen  years 
eleven  months  and  aix  days,  went  to  receive  the  reward  of 
his  labors  iu  483.  Ue  wa§  buried  in  Si.  Peter's  on  the  2d 
of  March. 

Reflection. — "  He  that  trusteth  in  God  shall  fare  never 
the  worse,"  saith  the  Wise  Man  in  the  Book  of  Eodeoi)- 
asticue. 

March  3.-ST.  CUNECUNOES,  Empress, 
Ci'i-  CuKEGU.NDES  was  the  daughter  of  Sigefride,  the  flret 
i"^  Count  of  Lnxeinburg,  and  Uadeewige,  his  pious  wife. 
They  instilled  into  her  from  her  cradle  the  most  tender 
sentiments  of  piety,  and  married  her  to  8t.  Henry.  Duke 
of  Biivaria,  who,  upon  the  death  of  the  Emperor  Otho  IIL. 
was  chosen  king  of  the  Romans,  and  crowned  on  the  6lhof 
June,  1003.  She  was  crowned  at  Paderlwm  on  St.  Laa- 
rente's  day.  In  the  year  1014  she  went  with  her  husband 
to  Rume.  and  received  the  imperial  crown  with  him  from 
the  hands  of  Pope  Benedict  VIII.  She  had,  by  St.  Heary% 
consent,  before  her  miirriftge  made  a  vow  of  virginity. 
Calumniators  afterwards  made  vile  accusations  against  her, 
and  the  holy  empress,  to  remove  the  scandal  of  snch  a 
slander,  trusting  in  God  to  prove  her  innocence,  walked 
over  red-hot  ploughshares  without  being  hurt.  The  em- 
peror condemned  his  too  scrupulous  fears  and  credulity, 
and  from  that  lime  thej  lived  in  the  strictest  union  of 
hearts,  eonspirinn  to  promote  in  everything  God's  honor 
and  the  advancement  of  piety. 

Going  once  lo  make  a  retreat  in  Hesse,  she  fell  dan^r- 
onsiy  ill,  and  made  a  vow  to  found  a  monastery,  if  she  re- 
covered, at  Knffungeu,  near  Cassel,  in  the  diocese  of  Pnder- 
bom,  which  she  excculed  in  &  aV&leX^  waaiiftT,  Mvd  gave  it 
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to  tmna  of  the  Order  of  St.  Benedict  Before  it  vas  fin- 
ished St.  Heorv  died,  ia  1024.  She  earnestly  recommended 
his  sonl  to  the  prayers  of  others,  especiallj  to  her  dear 
DUDS,  and  expressed  her  longiag  desire  of  joining  them. 
She  had  already  esliausted  her  treasures  in  founding 
bishoprics  and  monasteries,  and  in  relieving  the  poor,  and 
she  hud  therefore  little  left  now  to  give.  But  still  thirsting 
to  embrace  i)erfect  evangelical  poverty,  and  to  renounce  all 
to  serve  God  without  obetacle,  she  assembled  a  great  number 


of  prelates  to  the  dedication  of  her  church  of  KnfTunKcn  on 
the  nnnircniitry  day  of  lier  husband's  death,  I02r> ;  and 
after  the  gospel  was  sung  ut  Mum  she  offeree]  on  (he  altar 
A  piece  of  the  true  cross,  and  then,  pulling  off  her  imperial 
robcH,  clothed  herself  with  a  poor  hftbit ;  her  hair  was  cut 
off,  and  liie  bishop  put  on  her  a  veil,  and  a  ring  as  a 
pledge  of  her  fidelity  to  her  heavenly  S|niusc.  After  sIm 
was  consecrated  to  God  in  religion,  she  seemed  entirely  to 
forpei  that  she  had  been  empress,  and  behaved  rs  t\ic  \i«\ 
ia  the  bouae,  teiDg  petvoadud  that  ebe  vas  bo  bctorc  Goii, 
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She  prayed  and  read  much,  worked  with  her  hands,  and 
took  a  singular  pleasure  in  visiting  and  comforting  the 
Bick.  Thug  she  passed  the  last  tifteen  years  of  her  life. 
Her  mortifications  at  length  reduced  her  toa  very  weak  con- 
ditioQ,  find  brought  on  her  last  sickness.  Perceiving  that 
they  were  preparing  n  cloth  fringed  with  gold  to  cover  her 
corpse  after  her  death,  she  changed  color  and  ordered  it 
to  be  taken  away ;  uor  could  she  be  at  rest  tdl  she  was 
promised  she  should  be  buried  as  a  poor  religious  in  her 
habit.  She  died  on  the  3d  of  March,  1040.  Her  body 
was  carried  to  Bamberg  and  buried  near  that  of  her  bus- 
band.  She  was  solemnly  canonized  by  Innocent  HI.  ia 
1300. 

Reflection. — Detachment  of  the  mind,  at  least,  is  need- 
ful to  those  who  cannot  venture  on  an  effectual  renuncia- 
tion. ■'  So  likewise  every  one  of  yon,"  saith  Jesus  Christ, 
"that  doth  not  renounce  all  that  he  posscsseth,  cannot  be 
My  disciple." 

March  4.— ST.  CASIMIR,  King. 

aAfiMiH,  the  second  son  of  Casimir  III.,  King  of  Poland, 
was  born  a.d.  H.'iS.  From  the  custody  of  a  moxt 
virtuous  mother,  Eliz^tielh  of  Austria,  ho  passed  to  the 
guardianship  of  a  devoted  master,  the  learned  and  pious 
John  Dugloss.  Thus  animated  from  his  earliest  years  bj- 
precept  and  example,  his  innocence  and  piety  soon  ripened 
into  the  practice  of  heroic  virtue.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
five,  sick  of  a  lingering  illness,  he  foretold  the  hour  of  his 
death,  and  cliose  to  die  a  virgin  rather  than  take  the  life 
and  health  which  the  doctors  held  out  to  him  in  the  mar- 
ried state.  In  an  atmosphere  of  luxury  and  magnificence 
the  young  prince  had  fasted,  worn  a  hair-shirt,  slept  upon 
the  bare  earth,  prayed  by  night,  and  watched  for  the  open- 
ing of  the  church  doors  at  dawn.  He  had  become  so  ten- 
derly  devoted  to  the  Passion  ol  Oat  \«t4  Va^t  tA.  Ums  he 
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seemed  quite  npt  ont  of  binuelf,  and  bis  charity  to  the 
poor  and  afflicted  knew  no  boanda.  His  love  for  our 
blessed  Lady  be  eipressed  in  a  long  and  beautiful  hymn, 
familiar  to  us  in  our  own  tongue.  The  miracles  wrought 
by  his  body  after  death  fill  a  volume.  The  blind  saw,  the 
lame  walked,  the  sick  were  healed,  a  dead  girl  was  raised 
to  life.     And  once  the  Saint  in  glory  led  his  cjuntrjmen  to 


batilo  and  delivered  ihtm  bj  a  glorious  Mclor\  from  the 
Bcbigmatic  Russian  hosts 

One  hundred  and  twenty  two  years  after  his  death  the 
Baint  s  tomb  in  the  cathedral  of  \  lenna  was  opened  that 
the  holy  body  might  be  transferred  to  the  rich  marble 
chapel  where  it  now  lies  The  place  waa  dam]  and  the 
vers  vault  cnimbled  awav  in  the  hands  of  the  norkmcn 
jet  the  Saints  bodv  wrapped  in  robes  of  silk  wasfcund 
whole  and  incorrupt  and  emitted  a  swe<.t  fragrance  which 
filled  the  church  and  refreshed  all  wlio  were  present.  Under 
bis  head  was  found  his  hymn  to  Our  Lady,  which  ho  had 
had  buried  with  him.     The  following  Bight  three  ^'ouii^ 


with  the  bloiid  ol  tnanr  illiuirious  manyrs.  Adrian  and 
Enhnlna  came  oat  of  the  conncnr  called  Magiintift  to 
C^tattA,  in  order  to  vUit  the  holv  confessors  tbere.  At 
the  gales  of  the  city  tbey  were  asked,  as  others  were, 
whither  they  were  soing,  and  upon  what  errand.  They 
ingenuouHly  confessed  the  tmth.  and  were  bronght  before 
tbo  prenident.  who  ordered  them  to  be  tortured  «nd  their 
Hide*  to  he  torn  with  iron  hooks,  and  then  condemned  tbem 
Iff  be  exposed  to  wild  beastB.    "V^ti  t\av»  »IiBt,  when  tbo 
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pagans  at  Csesarea  celebrated  the  festival  of  the  public 
Genius,  Adrian  was  exposed  to  a  lion,  and  not  being  de- 
spatched by  that  beast,  but  only  mangled,  was  at  length 
killed  by  the  sword.  Eubulus  was  treated  in  the  same 
manner  two  days  later.  The  judge  offered  him  his  liberty 
if  he  would  sacrifice  to  idols ;  but  the  Saint  preferred  a 
glorious  death,  and  was  the  last  that  suffered  in  this  perse- 
cution at  Ciesarca,  which  had  now  continued  twelve  years, 
under  thn'c  successive  governors,  Flavian,  Urban,  and  Fir- 
milian.  Divine  vengeance  pursuing  the  cruel  Firmilian, 
he  was  that  same  year  beheaded  for  his  crimes,  by  the 
emperor's  order,  as  his  predecessor  Urban  had  been  two 
years  before. 

Reflection.— It  is  in  vain  that  we  take  tlic  name  of 
Christians,  or  pretend  to  follow  Christ,  unless  we  carry  our 
crosses  after  Him.  It  is  in  vain  that  we  liofH)  to  share  in 
His  glory,  and  in  His  kingdom,  if  we  accept  not  the  con- 
dition. "We  cannot  arrive  at  heaven  by  any  other  road  but 
that  which  Christ  held,  Who  bequeathed  His  cross  to  all 
His  elect  as  their  portion  and  inheritance  in  this  world. 

March  6.— ST.  COLETTE,  Virgin. 

*y  I^FTEB  a  holy  childhood,  Colette  joined  a  society  of 
tJ^^  devout  women  called  the  Beguines  ;  but  not  liiiding 
their  srate  sufficiently  austere,  she  entered  the  Third  Order 
of  St.  Francis,  and  lived  in  a  hut  near  her  parish  cliurch  of 
Corbie  in  Picardy.  Here  she  had  passed  four  years  of 
extraordinary  penance  when  St.  Francis,  in  a  vision,  bade 
her  undertake  the  reform  of  her  Order,  then  much  re- 
laxed. Armed  with  due  authority,  she  established  her 
reform  throughout  a  large  part  of  Europe,  and,  in  spite  of 
the  most  violent  opposition,  founded  seventeen  convents  of 
the  strict  observance.  By  the  same  wonderful  prudence 
she  assisted  in  healing  the  great  schism  which  then  af&icted 
the  Cburcli,    The  Fathers  in  council  at  Constance  wet©  in 
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doubt  how  to  deal  with  tlip  ihree  clitimaDts  (o  the  tiara- 
John  XXin.,  Benedict  XIII.,  and  Greffory  XII.  At  this 
cmJs  Colette,  together  with  St.  Vincent  Ferrer,  wrote  to 
the  Fathers  to  ilept^e  Benedict  XIIL,  nlio  alone  refused 
his  consent  lo  a  new  election.  Tbis  was  done,  and  Mania 
V.  was  elected,  to  the  ^reat  good  of  the  Church.  Colelie 
equally  a«sisied  ibe  Council  of  Basle  by  her  advice  and 
prajere :  and  whea,  ialer,  God  revealed  to  her  the  spiiit 
of  revolt  that  was  rising,    she  warned   the  bishops  tad 


legates  to  reliri;  iiitiu  ilm  foiiiicil.  til.  Colette  m 
ceaaed  to  pray  for  the  Church,  while  the  devils,  in  tL 
never  ceased  to  assault  her.  They  awariued  round  her  as 
hideous  insects,  buzzing  and  stinging  her  tender  sL'ia. 
They  hroiight  into  her  cell  the  decaying  corpses  of  puhlio 
criminals,  nnd  assuming  themaelvea  monstrous  formssimdt 
her  saTftge  blows;  or  they  would  apjwar  in  the  meet 
seductive  guise,  and  tempt  her  hy  many  deceits  to  sin.  St 
CoJetto  onco  complained  to  Our  Lord  that  the  demons  [ffe- 
rented  hor  from  prajitig.     "  Ceosfc,  ft\eii"  said  Ua&  deiil 
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to  her,  "  your  prayers  to  the  great  Master  of  the  Church, 
and  we  will  cease  to  tonneut  you  ;  for  you  torment  us 
more  by  your  prayers  than  we  do  yoa."  '\ct  the  virgin  oF 
Christ  triumphed  alike  over  their  threats  and  their  allure 
ments,  and  said  she  would  count  that  day  the  uuhappieet  of 
her  life  in  which  she  suffered  nothing  for  her  God.  She  died 
March  6,  1447,  in  a  transport  of  intercession  for  sinners 
and  the  Charch. 

Reflection. — One  of  the  greatest  tests  of  being  a  good 
Catholic  is  zeal  for  the  Church  and  devotion  to  Christ's 
Vicar. 


Maroh  7.— ST.  THOMAS  AQUINAS. 
Cfi-  Tbomab  was  bom  of  noble  parents  at  Aquino  in 
S-^  Italy,  A.D.  1236.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  received 
Ae  Dominican  habit  at  Naples,  where  be  was  studying. 
^ized  by  his  brothers  OD  bis  way  to  Paris,  he  suffered  a 
two  years'  captivity  in  their  castle  of  Rocca-Sccca ;  but 
neither  the  caresses  of  his  mother  and  sisters,  nor  the 
threats  and  stratagems  of  his  brothers,  could  shake  him  in 
bis  vocation.  While  Bt.  Thomas  was  iii  confinement  at 
Bocca-Secca,  bb  brothers  endeavored  to  entrap  him  into 
no,  bat  the  Attempt  only  ended  in  the  triumph  of  his 
pnrity.  Snatching  from  the  hearth  a  burning  brand,  the 
Saint  drove  from  his  chamber  the  wretched  creature 
whom  they  had  there  concealed.  Then  marking  a  cross 
upon  the  wall,  he  knelt  down  to  pray,  and  forthwith,  being 
rapt  in  ecstasy,  an  angel  girded  him  with  a  cord,  in  token 
of  the  gift  of  perpetual  chastity  which  God  had  given 
him.  Tbe  paiu  caused  by  the  girdle  was  so  sharp  that 
6t.  Thomas  uttered  a  piercing  cry,  which  brought  his 
guards  into  the  room.  But  he  never  told  this  grace  to 
any  one  save  only  to  Father  Raynald,  his  confessor,  a  UtU« 
while  before  his  aeatb.  Hence  originated  the  Conlr&teT- 
nit*-  of  tie  "AngeMe  Warfare, "  for  tfaa  pwBerratlon  ot  the 


phikiKf-b  J  utd  tbeolog;.  Tbc  Cbarch  has  ever  veaenUd 
kis  aannertaa  wrttinfs  »s  a  tRssnre-honsa  of  sactvd  doc- 
trioe :  while  In  DAmiDg-  him  ih^  Angrlic  Doctiir  she  has 
imlKacnl  ibM  his  KcieoL-e  is  more  dJTine  ihan  faiUDnn.  Tbe 
rarest  gifis  of  iniellwjt  were  combined  in  Lim  with  the 
tendcrMt  piecy.  Prayer,  he  said,  had  taught  him  mow 
than  Etudy.  His  si ugidar  devotion  to  the  Blessed  Socn- 
ment  atiinee  forth  in  tho  Office  and  hymna  fur  Corpo* 
Christi,  which  he  composed.  To  the  words  miracnlonslj 
uit«rcd  Ijj- ft  crueifii  at  Naples,  "Well  hast  thou  written 
concorniog  Me,  Tbomas.  What  ehall  I  give  thee  as  are- 
wnrsl '("  he  repliL-d,  "  Naui;ht  save  Tbjsclf,  O  Lord."  Bn 
(liml  III  Foww-Nuovn,  a.d.  13T4,  on  his  way  to  the  Gener»l 
<'t)uiiril  of  Lyons,  to  whicli  Popo  Gregot^-  S,  had  stun- 
Biiiriiii  him.  ' 
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Reflection. — Tbe  knowledge  of  God  is  for  all,  bnt  hidden 
treasures  are  rtaerved  for  those  who  faare  ever  followed  thd 

Much  8^S>.  JOHN  OF  QOO. 

^'T^OTHiMa  in  John's  early  life  foreshadowed  his  future 
r^-6  sanctity.  He  ran  away  as  a  boy  from  his  home  in 
Portugal,  tended  sheep  and  cattle  in  Spain,  and  served  as  a 
soldier  against  the  French,  and  afterwards  against  ibe 
Turks.  When  about  forty  years  of  age,  feeling  remorse 
lox  his  wild  life,  he  resolved  to  devote  hinuelf  to  the 
ransom  of  the  Christian  slaves  in  Africa,  and  went  thither 
with  the  family  of  an  exiled  noble,  wiiich  lie  maintained 
t»y  his  labor.     On  his  return  to  Spain  h«  soiight  to  do  good 


oy  selling  holy  picturt.'s  and  books  at  low  prices.  At  length 
the  hour  of  grace  struck.  At  Granada  a  sermon  hy  the 
celebrated  John  of  Avila  sliook  hia  soul  to  its  depths,  and 
bis  expressions  of  self-abhorrence  were  so  eitraordintiT^ 
that  be  was  taieet.  cu  fbti  asylam  as  one  mad.     TheTQ  ^e 


E,  and  «•  amvan  this  bf 

Int. -wort  nui  bi  Imjuiiu.  Hnr  sqA*  9t.  Joifaa  lM»d  ii 
Uir  gi—i- <i  nnnr  «mi  -an.. ■momkI  hmt  doBtb.  and,  ■» km 
bi'-'winii  •»■  esrmul  )uti>n.  lifiMMiAal.  Iwd'haBiaaM^ 
-tail  wrai;  ti-  tiuni.  -man-  tr.  wud:  Int  fiaiK.  men  he  bad 
H— iHid  Thiwu  b>'  tonli  d-  IOb  liMm.  mul  sMrMd  «itfa  awe: 
<Ih<  lH>t  mmi  ^mnxi.  and  Civ  Tvrmi  dt  Uif  nub  bri^t  wilh 
4Bi  niiMTtlilv  YvduiMit  &t'  tttmd  bK  t^M  te  look,  and 
fcNml  -On- wamOk,  ^  JmIk.  an  ile  Hmu  dMtt  JS  tbttbM 
dnrwi  t>'  utf  Mwr-  lb  Uy  »■■>■ :  1  tmoIi  forth  II5  hand  te 
tlxi  aIr»  tlwci  irtti^i  Ur  thtfl  1k«B  (i)ii«be.  Kae  am  Ik* 
Aw  Eh'nj  dn^'  vnMi  ~  AW  1)»«c  Uit-  praeiinw  tisod  disap- 
jHUinvd.  liMv-iW,  >>i  J'ltn'  ftkix.  Hi  iinrw  wiiL  cvatfosina  uid 
««inHilat»n>  Thr  toiabni'  MvjiTTn  ihr  San>t'»  ;iatroa.  and 
^n   hin.  i»i.  iMwnr   »?  .i,.m.   uT   u,.;      THien  ha  bo^iud 

ti»   flatiiR-  aliiii  I"    iikii    '    -  .        -        .  ,-       AfWT  Wl 

dl^iHTiilK  ti"i    »»«  diMJ  A.U    li>^i-  tii  on  ilQ 
In  tlw  iilipiupL  ai  Uw  m;^-  nT  HFTj  -fln-- 


M~  111'  ntbffr  «imte  lii^ber  KilL  Sl  JOta  (tf  God  and  Id 
atDinatr  att  nwitattinii.  aiKt  ibr  fi»Mt  «4(t(A  raaUed  bim 
W  All  tai'k.   pn«u    wm^v  10   bis  ^^--deannc    charitr  si 


Mwi*  B.-«T.  ntANCES  OF  ROME. 

BSaKTB  waa  Itsim  at  Unrnr  ic  !>M.     Bn  pumts  » f^ 
«i  biefa  rank.    Tbr?  overmM  hts  dnsirr  to  bM-  /t^ 
a  Biui.  aod  al  twejFc  jtaii^  «S  a^  laarrwd  Wr  ii>  Lor^i:-' 
KfUUKDa,  a  Botnan  aiAie,     I>iiring  the  ffWr  Ti»ra  of  !:■ 
uarnvd  ii£e  llie;  never  had  a  JbsaiCRetiKia^    VhGe  s^-- 
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Ing  her  dafs  in  retirement  and  prayer,  ehe  att«nded 
promptly  to  every  household  duty,  snying,  "A  married 
iroman  must  leave  God  at  the  altar  to  find  Uim  in  her 
[jomestic  cares  ; "  and  abe  once  found  the  verse  of  a  psalm 
in  which  she  had  been  four  times  thus  iuterruptvd  com- 
pleted tor  her  in  letters  of  gold.  Her  ordinary  food  was 
dry  bread.  Secretly  abe  would  exchange  with  beggars 
(rood  food  for  their  hard  crusts  ;  her  drink  was  water,  and 
licr  cup  a  human  skull.     During  the  invasion  of  Rome,  in 


%    o 

:^'"'  i  ■ 

sni 

'^^^^i-^^% 

^^^ 

1413,  I'linziano  was  banished,  his  estates  confiscated,  bis 
bouse  destroyed,  and  bia  eldest  son  taken  as  a  hostage. 
Frances  saw  in  tiieae  losses  only  the  finger  of  God,  and 
blessed  His  holy  name.  When  peace  was  restored  Pon- 
liano  recovered  his  estates,  and  Frances  founded  the 
Oblatefl.  After  her  husband's  death,  barefoot  and  with  a 
cord  ablaut  her  neck  she  be^$^  admission  to  the  com- 
munity, and  was  soon  elected  Superioress.  She  lived 
always  in  the  presence  of  God,  and  amongst  many  Yi&ion% 
was  given  constaot  sight  of  lier  angel  guardiaa,  who  fthed 
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sutL'b  a  briglitnces  firound  biiu  itiat  the  Saint  could  rvjiil  her 
midnight  Office  by  Ihia  liglit  ulime.  He  sbJeldiHi  ln-r  in 
llio  hour  of  temptation,  and  directed  her  \a  every  gdo^i  act 
But  when  sha  was  betrayed  into  some  defect,  he  fadri 
tr'^ta  bcr  sight ;  and  when  some  liglit  words  wen?  spokea 
bvforo  her,  be  covered  bis  face  in  shame.  She  died  on  tbe 
day  she  bad  foretold,  March  9,  1440. 

Reflection.— God  has  ajipointod  an  angel  lo  Knanl  ewb 
one  of  us,  to  whose  warnings  we  are  bound  to  attend.  Ln 
m  listen  to  bia  voice  here,  and  we  shall  see  him  hereofot 
When  ho  leads  ua  before  the  Ibrone  of  God. 

March  10.— THE  FORTr  MARTYRS  OF  SEBASTE. 

^^HE  FouTT  Martyrs  were  soldiers  quartered  at  SebaBP 
^~-'  in  Armenia,  about  the  year  320.  When  their  legion 
was  ordered  to  offer  sacriflce  they  separated  themselT» 
from  (he  rest  and  formed  a  company  of  martyrs.  Aflw 
they  bad  been  torn  by  scourges  and  iron  hooks  tbey  were 
chained  together  and  led  to  a  lingering  death.  It  was  a 
cniel  winter,  and  they  were  condemned  to  lie  naked  on  the 
icy  surfao«  of  a  pond  in  the  open  air  till  tbey  were  frfaen 
to  death.  But  they  ran  tindismayed  to  the  place  of  their 
combat,  joyfully  stripped  off  tbelr  garments,  and  with  one 
voieebesoughlGod  to  keep  tbeir  ranks  unbroken.  "  Forty," 
tbey  cried,  "wo  have  come  to  combat:  grant  thai  forty 
may  bo  crowned."  There  were  warm  baths  liard  by,  readj 
for  any  one  amongst  them  who  woidd  deny  Christ  The 
soldier  who  walcbod  saw  angels  descending  with  thirty-Dine 
crowns,  and,  while  be  wondered  at  the  deficiency  In  tti* 
number,  one  of  the  confessors  lost  heart,  renounced  lu» 
faith,  and,  crawling  to  the  fire,  died  body  and  sonl  at  the 
Bpot  where  he  expected  relief.  But  the  soldier  was  in- 
spired to  confess  Christ  and  lake  his  place,  and  again  ib6 
number  of  forty  was  complete.  Tbey  renmined  steadfwt 
wbUe  tbcir  limbs  rtcw  sUEl  aai  troijiu,  ani  Awd  one  bt 
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OBB.  Among  the  Forty  there  was  ayoungioldierwho  held 
oat  longest  against  the  cold,  and  irhen  the  officers  came 
to  cart  anaj  the  dead  bodies  they  found  him  still  breath- 
ing. Tliey  were  moved  with  pity,  and  wanted  to  leave  him 
alive  in  the  hope  that  he  would  still  change  his  mind.  But 
his  mother  stood  by,  and  this  valiant  woman  could  not  bear 
to  see  her  son  separated  from  the  band  of  luiirtyrs.    She 


exhorted  him  to  persevere,  and  lifted  his  fn)a'n  l)oily  into 
the  cart.  He  was  just  able  to  make  a  sign  of  reco^ition, 
and  was  home  away,  ;o  be  thrown  into  the  flames  with  the 
dead  bodies  of  hid  bretbren. 

Reflection. — All  who  live  the  life  of  grace  arc  one  in 
Clirist.  Itui  besides  this  there  are  miiny  special  tics — of 
religion,  of  community  life,  or  at  least  of  asjiirations  in 
praver.  and  pious  wi)rks.  Thank  Go<l  if  lie  lias  bound  you 
to  others  by  th("sc  spiritual  lies;  rememU-r  the  character 
you  have  to  support,  and  pray  that  the  bond  which  unites 
you  here  may  last  for  eternity. 


1(0  umf  rtrruCLU.  [WUHB IL 

Much  II.— ST.  EULOGIUS,  Mvt|r. 

Qf  T.  EcuMics  wiu  i>f  a  »i>iuuociaii  fomilv  of  Codon.  M 
^  thai  tidkc  tti«  (Si{iital  of  Ibe  Moon  in  Spuu.  0« 
■Saiut  wan  edumied  ainoiiK  tbe  ciergj  of  the  Chnnh  of  Sl 

Zoilua,  a  nuul>r  wbo  suS^rJ  xitb  iiiiMteciD  oUiera  awbr 
DiiM-'liriiaii.  U>^K  be  dittiugnultnl  faiiuHlf  bf  hit  virtM 
and  loaraiDg.  aod.  b«lii$  made  pntot,  mu  pteoad  M  (to 
brawl  of  the  diirf  welcsiattical  adiool  at  Oirdofk.  B* 
joined  aasfalnoiu  nalDliing,  fasting,  and  pnija  Ift  Ui 
■taiU«s,  and  bb  hnmilit;,  ntJldDeH,  nnd  ehrnhtj  giimi 
him  Ibe  aifectioii  and  respcci  of  ererr  one.  DnrJDf[  Hit 
persecutioD  ntUf^  :i|i:»iDat  the  Christiana  in  ilw  y<mt  SKI, 
St.  EulogiQs  was  ibrown  into  prison  and  tb<-m  wrol*'  ha 
Exhortation  to  Martyrdom,  addnteed  to  tbo  \  iriniis  FIom 
and  Mary,  who  were  beheaded  the  24IL  of  NoTi-uibi-r,  8S1. 
F4ix  days  after  Ibcirdpalh  Eulogiua  was  set  at  hbortjr.  hi 
the  year  852  spvcral  oiliera  suffered  tbo  like  martjnlom. 
St.  Eiiliigrus  cncouragisl  ail  these  marijr*  to  their  triumphs, 
and  was  tbo  support  of  ihat  distressed  flock.  The  Arch- 
liisliop  of  Toledo  dying  in  838,  St.  Eulogius  was  eWted  to 
succeed  hitn;  but  there  was  some  obeinele  that  hindered 
him  from  bt'ing  fonsecrated,  tliough  he  did  not  outiiTs  hit 
Election  two  mouths.  A  virgin,  by  name  Leocrilia,  of  » 
nobiu  famiJy  among  the  Moors,  had  been  inalrueted  from 
her  infancy  in  the  Christian  religion  by  one  of  her  rela- 
tives, and  privately  baptiied.  Her  father  and  mother  used 
her  very  ill,  and  seourged  her  day  atid  night  to  compd 
her  to  renounce  the  Faith.  Having  'made  her  condiltOD 
known  to  St.  EulogiuB  and  his  sister  Annlona,  intimating 
that  she  desired  to  go  where  she  might  freely  exercise  her 
religion,  tliey  secretly  procured  her  the  means  ot  getting 
away,  and  concealed  her  tor  some  time  among  faithfn! 
friends.  But  the  matter  was  at  length  discovered,  and 
they  were  all  brought  before  the  cadi,  wbo  threatened  to 
have  Eulogius  scoitrged  to  death.     The  Saint  told  him  that 
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bid  torments  would  be  of  no  avail,  for  he  would  never 
shangehia  rfligion.  Whereupon  the  cadi  gave  orders  that  be 
should  be  carried  to  the  palace  and  l>e  presented  before  the 
king'^  council.  Eulogius  began  boldly  to  propose  the  truths 
of  the  Gospel  to  them.  But,  to  prevent  their  hearing  him, 
the  council  condemned  him  immediately  to  lOBe  his  bead. 
As  they  were  leading  him  to  execution,  one  of  the  guards 
gave  hjra  a  hliin*  on  the  face  for  having  spolten  against 


Mahomet ;  he  turned  the  other  cheek,  and  patiently  re- 
cseived  a  second.  He  received  the  atroke  of  death  with 
great  cheerfulness,  on  the  11th  of  March,  859.  St.  Leo- 
critia  was  beheaded  four  days  after  him,  and  her  body 
thrown  iuto  the  river  Guadalquivir,  but  taken  out  bj  the 
Christ  iaD3. 

Reflection.— Beg  of  God.  through  the  intercession  of 
these  holy  martyrs,  the  gift  of  perseverance.  Their  ex- 
ample will  supply  you  with  an  admirable  rule  for  oUaining 
this  croB-ning  gift.  Remember  that  you  have  Tenounwd 
the  world  and  the  devil  once  for  ail  at  your  Baptiam.     Do 


not  hesitate ;  do  Dot  look  back  ;  do  oot  listen  to  soggts- 
tions  itgninst  faitb  or  virtue ;  bat  advance,  day  by  day, 
along  tha  road  which  yon  liftve  cliosen,  to  God,  Who  is  yoiir 

March  12 3T.  GREGORY  THE  GREAT. 

^-^  REGOKT  was  n  Roman  of  noble  birth,  and  while  still 
^-^  young  was  governor  of  Borne.  On  his  father's  deolfc 
he  gave  his  great  wealth  to  the  poor,  turned  his  bouse  on 
the  Ccelian  Hill  into  a  moDHstery.  which  now  bears  bis 
name,  and  for  some  years  lived  as  a  perfect  monk.  Tbe 
Pope  (in»w  liim  from  bis  seclusion  to  make  him  one  of  the 


seven  deacons  of  Rome  ;  ami  lie  did  great  service  to  the 
Church  for  many  years  as  what  we  now  call  Kuncio  to  the 
im]>cn.'il  court  at  Constantinople.  While  still  a  monk  the 
Saint  was  struck  willi  some  boj'S  who  were  exposed  for  sale 
in  Rome,  and  heard  with  sorrow  that  they  were  pagaos. 
"  And  of  what  race  arc  they  f "  he  asked.  ■•  They  are 
Angles."     "  Worthy  indeed  to  be  A.ngels  of  Ood,"  said  he- 
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And  of  what  province?"  **0f  Deira,"  was  the  reply. 
'*  Truly  must  we  rescue  tbem  from  the  wrath  of  GkxL  And 
what  is  the  name  of  their  king?"  ^'  Ho  is  called  Ella." 
*' It  is  well,"  said  Gregory;  **  Alleluia  must  be  sung  in 
their  land  to  God."  He  at  once  got  leave  from  the  Pope, 
and  had  set  out  to  convert  the  English  when  the  murmurs 
of  the  |)eople  led  the  Pope  to  recall  him.  Still  the  Angles 
were  not  forgotten,  and  one  of  the  S:iint*s  first  cares  na 
Pope  was  to  send  from  his  own  monastery  St.  Augustine 
and  other  monks  to  England.  On  the  death  of  Pope  Pela- 
gius  II..  Gregory  was  com|N,41ed  to  take  the  govcrumont  of 
the  Church,  and  for  fourteen  years  his  pontificate  was  a  per- 
fect model  of  ecclesiastical  rule.  He  healed  schisms ;  re- 
vived discipline  ;  saved  Italy  by  converting  the  wild  Arian 
Lombards  who  were  laying  it  waste ;  aided  in  tlie  conver- 
sion of  the  Spanish  and  French  Goths,  wlio  were  also 
Arians ;  and  kindled  anew  in  Britain  the  light  of  the  Faith, 
which  the  English  had  put  out  in  blood.  He  set  in  order 
the  Church's  prayers  and  chant,  guided  and  consoled  her 
paston  with  innumerable  letters,  and  preached  inccssiintly, 
most  effectually  by  his  own  example.  He  died  a.d.  604, 
worn  out  by  austerities  and  toils  ;  and  the  Church  reckons 
him  one  of  her  four  great  doctors,  and  reveres  him  as  St. 
Gregory  the  Great. 

Reflection. — The  champions  of  faith  prove  the  truth  of 
their  teaching  no  less  by  the  holiness  of  their  lives  than  by 
the  force  of  their  arguments.  Never  forget  that  to  convert 
others  you  must  first  see  to  your  own  souL 

March  13.--8T.  EUPHRASIA,  Virgin. 

y^uPHRASiA  was  the  daughter  of  pious  and  noble  parents. 
^^    After  the  death  of  her  father  his  widow  withdrew 
privately  with  her  little  daughter  into  Egypt,  where  she  was 
possessed  of  a  ver}*  large  estate.    In  that  country  s\\e  ^iLei^ 
her  abcfde  near  a  holy  monastery  of  one  hundred  and  lYutV^ 
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DUtu.  The  young  Euphrasia,  at  seven  years  of  age.  beggwJ 
that  she  might  be  permitted  to  serve  God  in  this  monas- 
tery. The  pious  mother  on  hearing  this  wept  for  joy,  and 
out  long  after  presented  her  child  to  the  abbess,  who, 
taking  up  an  image  of  Christ,  gave  it  to  Euphrasia.  The 
tender  virgin  kissed  it,  saying,  ''  By  vow  I  coDsecrate  my- 
self to  Christ.^'  Then  the  mother  led  her  before  an  image 
of  Our  Redeemer,  and  lifting  up  her  hunda  to  heaven  said, 
'•  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  receiva  Ihia  child  uruler  your  special 
protection.     You  alone  dolh  she  love  ;ind  seek  :  to  you  doth 


she  recommend  tjersclf."  Then  leaving  lier  in  the  han<ls 
of  the  ablxttw,  slie  went  out  of  the  moniisterj-  weeping. 
Some  time  after  this  the  good  mother  fell  sick,  and  soon 
slept  in  pence.  Upon  the  news  of  her  death  the  Emperor 
Theodosins  sent  for  liie  noble  virgin  toeometo  court,  having 
promised  her  in  marriage  lo  a  favorite  young  senator.  But 
the  virgin  wrote  liim  refusing  the  alliance,  rejieating  her 
vow  of  virginity,  and  requesting  that  her  estates  should  be 
gold  and  divided  among  IVie  \ioot,  e.u4  bJ1\i&t  Avna  aet  at 
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liberty.  The  emperor  panotnally  exeonted  all  she  desired, 
a  little  before  his  death  in  S9S.  St.  Euphraaiti  wu  a  per- 
fect pattern  of  humility,  meekness,  and  charity.  If  she 
found  beiwlf  asBanlted  by  any  temptation,  she  immediately 
sought  the  advice  of  the  abbess,  wbo  often  enjoined  her 
on  sncb  occasions  some  hnmbling  and  painful  penitential 
labor,  as  sometimea  to  carry  great  stones  from  one  place 
to  another ;  which  employment  she  once,  nnder  an  obsti- 
nate assault,  continned  thirty  days  together  with  wonderful 
simplicity,  till  the  devil,  being  vanquished  by  her  humble 
obedience  and  chastisement  of  her  body,  left  her  in  i)eaoe. 
She  was  favored  with  miracles  both  before  and  after  her 
death,  which  happened  in  the  year  410,  the  thirtieth  of  her 


March  14.— ST.  MAUD,  Queen. 
^a^His  princess  was  daughter  of  Theodoric.  a  powerful 
^-^  Saxon  coniiL  Her  parents  placed  her  very  young 
in  the  moDa6t«ry  of  Erford,  of  which  her  grnuil  mother 
Haud  was  (hen  abbess.  Our  Saint  remaineil  in  tliiit  house, 
an  accomplished  model  of  all  virtues,  till  hi-r  piirt'nts  mar- 
ried her  to  Ilcnn',  son  of  Otho,  Duke  of  Saxony,  in  1113, 
who  was  afterwards  chosen  king  of  Germany,  lie  was 
a  pious  and  victorious  prince,  and  very  tender  of  h\s  sub- 
jects. Whilst  by  his  arms  he  checked  the  insolence  of  the 
Hungarians  and  Danes,  and  enlarged  his  dominions  by 
adding  to  them  Bavaria,  Maud  gained  domestic  victories 
over  her  spiritual  enemies  more  worthy  of  a  Christian  and 
far  greater  in  the  eyes  of  heaven.  She  nourished  tlie 
precious  seeds  of  devotion  and  humility  in  her  heart  by 
assiduous  prayer  and  meditation.  It  was  her  delight  to 
visit,  comfort,  and  exhort  the  sick  and  the  afflicted  ;  to 
serve  and  instruct  the  poor,  and  to  afford  her  charitable 
snccor  to  prisoners.  Her  husband,  edified  by  her  ex&mpVe, 
concurred  wJtJi  her  ia  every  piooB  undertaking  ii\uc\l  atw 
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the  bu!y  aacrifici^  f<>r  bis  soul,  tihe  hnd  three  sons  :  Otho, 
■fienrartk  emperor :  HeoTy.  Duke  of  Bavaria ;  and  St. 
Brunn.  Aix'hbishf^  of  Colof^e.  Otho  was  crowned  king 
of  Germ.iDf  in  937.  an<]  emperor  at  Rnrae  in  962,  after  bia 
Titlories  over  the  Bohemians  and  Lombards.  The  two 
oldest  sons  conspired  to  strip  Maud  of  her  dowiy,  on  the 
unjust  pretence  that  she  hitd  squandered  the  revendes  of 
the  state  on  Ihe  poor.  The  unnatural  princes  at  tenglh 
repented  of  their  injustice,  and  restoreii  to  her  all  that  had 
been  taken  fn)m  her.  She  then  becnme  more  liberal  in  her 
alms  than  ever,  and  founded  many  churches,  with  &ve 
mnnaateriea.  In  her  Inst  siukness  she  made  her  confession 
to  licr  grandson  William,  the  Arehbishop  of  Uents,  wbo 
jvt  died  twelve  days  before  ^ct,  oxi  ^Sa  tq»A  haroe.    She 
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again  made  a  public  confeasion  before  the  priests  and 
monks  of  tlie  place,  received  a  second  time  the  last  sacra- 
ments, and,  lying  on  a  sack-cloth,  with  ashes  on  her  bead, 
died  on  tbc  14lh  of  Uarch  in  988. 

ReSection. — The  beginning  of  true  virtue  i.s  most  ar- 
dantly  to  desire  it,  and  to  ask  it  of  God  with  the  utmost 
assiduity  and  earnestness.  Fervent  prayer,  holy  mctlltu- 
tioD,  and  reading  pious  books,  are  the  ])rliicipal  means 
bj  which  this  vortoe  is  to  be  constantly  improved,  and  tlic 
iatoior  life  of  the  s^  to  bo  strengthened. 


March  19.— ST.  ZACHARY,  Pope. 

CSt.  Zaciiabv  succeeded  Gregory  111.,  in  T41,  and  wiis  a 
t^^  man  of  singular  meekness  and  K'><>d»esH,  IIo  loved 
the  clergy  and  people  of  Kome  lo  that  degree  that  ho 


hazarded  his  life  for  them  on  occasion  of  the  troubles 
which  Italy  fell  into  by  the  rebellion  of  tbe  DuVita  ol 
Spoleto  mad  Benerento  against  King  Luitpraud.      Out  til 
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napM  la  hia  mat%i\j  »ad  diguiy.  that  kteg  mtand  to 
lh«  Ckaivfa  (rf  Bmm  ftU  Uw  plMM  whiofa  bflooged  lo  ft, 
mad  trnt  imek  Uw  ofAiTei  vilhoat  nimim.  Tbe  liiM- 
faardi  *«rv  inoTed  to  umn  aX  the  dmxiien  vith  whiA  thty 
baanl  hiai  ivrrfonn  iIh:  ditine  Mi^fu.  Tlie  anl  and  in- 
denoe  of  ihis  bolj  Pofie  ■ppetuvd  in  iwuf  wliiihaiwii 
ns"l'>i>'Hu  «Iiu4  he  tud  made  to  nfonn  or  settk  the 
dbdplioe  uid  peace  of  spnsal  dummies.  St  Bonifaoe,  U>e 
AfXMlle  of  Germaoj,  wrote  to  faim  agxtnst  «  eertAta  priett 
dudmI  ViriciliuA,  (bat  be  labored  la  sow  tbe  eerda  of  ifis- 
oord  betneen  biiii  and  OdDo,  Ihtke  of  BaVvm.  and  taa^l, 
besi'I«».  man):  enrirs.  Zftehary  orderml  tlmt  VirgtUaft 
Ktiould  l«  6cat  Uf  Rome,  thai  his  doelrim-  tniglu  t«  ex- 
aininHi.  It  6e.?iii8  ll.;il  he  c)e,-ir.i|  Llnivif  :  I..r  w.-  fimt 
thU  umc  Virplius  swin  aftpr  mnilc  Bisliop  of  Salzbaig. 
C<;rtairi  Vi-ii°tinn  mcrchnnis  having  bought  at  Rome  manr 
slaves  t')S(-ll  to  ihe  Jloore  in  Africa,  St.  Zachar\'  fortiade 
such  .-III  iiiiijuitou.s  (raffle,  am],  paying  the  merchants  their 
priw-.  tl.'ivi'  till- slaves  llicir  liljertv.  He  artorned  Eoniewith 
Bacn-'l  liiilMiiiipi.  am)  with  great  foundations  In  favor  of 
thi;  [KHiriijnl  |iilf;rinis,  ami  gave  every  year  a  considerable 
Huin  to  fnrni>h  oil  for  the  lamiw  in  St.  Peter's  Charch.  He 
died  iu  7r,y,  in  thu  month  of  March, 

March  16.--STS.  ABRAHAM  and  MARY. 
"TJ'IJIIAHAM  «;is  a  rich  nobleman  of  EUessa.  At  his 
(fc^*%  pa  rents' desire  he  married,  but  escaped  to  ft  cell 
near  Ihe  eity  as  soon  as  the  feast  was  over.  He  walled  up 
the  i«!ll-door,  leaving  only  a  small  window  through  which 
ho  received  his  food.  Therefor  fifty  years  he  aang  Qod'a 
Iirai.ies  and  implored  mercy  for  himself  and  for  all  men. 
Tliu  wealth  which  fell  to  him  on  his  parents'  death  he  gave 
to  tlie  poor.  As  mauy  sought  him  for  advice  and  eonEola- 
tion,  the  Bishop  of  Edcssa,  in  spite  of  his  humility,  or- 
dained  bim  priest.     St.  Abraham  wsa  f«M.,w»u  after  hi» 
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ardination,  to  an  idolatrous  city  which  had  hitherto  been 
deaf  to  eveiy  messenger.  Be  was  insulted,  beaten,  and 
three  tiroes  banished,  but  be  returned  each  time  with  fresh 
ical.  For  three  years  he  pleaded  with  God  for  those  souls, 
and  in  the  end  prevailed.  Every  citizen  came  to  him  for 
Baptism.  After  providing  for  their  spiritual  needs  he 
went  back  to  bis  cell  mors  than  ever  convinced  of  the 
power  of  prayer.  His  brollier  died,  leaving  an  only 
daaghter,  Hary,  to  the  Saint's  care.     He  placed  her  in  a 


cell  near  his  own,  and  devoted  himself  to  training  her  in 
perfectiun.  After  twenty  years  of  innocence  she  fell,  and 
fled  in  despair  to  a  distant  city,  where  she  drowned  the 
voice  of  conscience  in  sin.  The  Saint  and  his  friend  St. 
Ephrem  prayed  earnestly  for  her  during  two  years.  Then 
he  went  disguised  to  seek  the  lost  sheep,  and  hnd  tlie  joy 
of  brining  her  back  to  the  desert  a  true  penitent.  Bhe 
received  the  gift  of  miracles,  and  her  countenance  after 
death  shone  as  the  snn.  St.  Abraham  died  five  years 
before  her,  about  A.n.  860.  All  Edessa  came  for  bia  last 
blessing  am}  to  aeenre  bia  reliea. 


Ti/dt    m»ik«nd    iBiMtriw  hf  the    i 

Miwrfttf  with  whiA  tbe  Chnrcfa  of  Irelaad  Acme  t 

manjr  >(ps.  and  bj  tbe  mloOK*  of  SaiiiU  wrth  whiA  il 
ti(*>Iile>t  maoj  r<rrei£D  coontriea:  for.  noder  God.  te  n- 
linUiattLo  dtrnvcd  from  their  gk>Ttot»  apogtle  Ibe  aotmim 
ot  Iliac  ■•utirirTiI  Aanclitj  bjr  which  Ihp;  Keiv  long  ooMpiew- 
mi*  to  il»-  wbule  world.  St.  Pttirick  was  bom  to««il»tto 
cl'n^  of  ilu!  fiMulh  cenlurj,  ia  a  Tillage  called  Bounva 
Taticrniii-,  n  lurh  scenu  lo  be  the  town  of  Kilpatric^  oa  tb* 
mouili  nf  tile  river  Clyde,  in  Scollanii,  between  DnmbHUn 
Knd  (ilnxKow.  He  calU  hiiii«elf  both  a  Briton  And  K 
R-num,  or  of  a  mixed  eiimction,  and  sajs  bis  father  mtm 
of  (I  K""<i  family  named  Calphuniiua,  and  a  denizen  at  a 
ii''lk(lilM>ririK  r^i'y  of  the  Romans,  who  not  long  after 
nliiiiidoiiHl  Itritain,  in  409.  Some  wrilets  call  h\s  mother 
< Nuii'lH-jwa,  aii<l  tuiy  sho  wiw  niu-ce  to  St.  Martin  of  Tours. 

Ill  liin  HUiecnlli  year  lie  waa  carried  into  captivity  by 
ciirNiiii  liiirliarianH,  wtio  took  liim  into  Ireland,  where  be 
wiiH  olilJK'^cl  to  keep  cnitle  on  the  mountains  and  in  the 
tiiri'MlH,  ill  liung<-r  and  nakedness,  amidst  snow,  rain,  and 
lg«.  Whilst  lie  lived  in  this  suffering  condition,  Ood  had 
pity  on  hin  nhuI,  and  ipiiekencd  him  to  a  sense  of  bis  dnty 
by  llii>liii|iiilsii  of  u  stntng  interior  grace.  The  yonng  man 
hail  nHMiiireu  lu  Him  with  his  whole  heart  in  fervent  prayer 
Mtiil  fanting  ;  am)  from   that  Uin«  tiviW  fta4  •Ctta  Vis*  ot 
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God  mcqniied  oontinaally  new  strength  in  his  tender 
■oul.  After  six  months  spent  in  slavery  under  the  same 
master,  St.  Patrick  was  admonished  bj  God  in  a  dream 
to  return  to  bis  own  country,  and  informed  that  a  shin 
was  then  ready  to  sail  Ibtlher.  He  went  at  once  to  the 
sea-coast,  though  at  a  great  distance,  and  found  the  vessel ; 
bat  could  not  obtain  his  passage,  probably  for  want  of 
money.  The  Saint  returned  towards  his  hut,  praying  as 
he  went ;  but  the  sailors,  though  pagans,  called  him  back 


and  took  him  on  board,  Aflcr  tlinc  liajs'  s;iil  ttiey  made 
land,  but  wandcnxl  twenty-seven  diiys  thniuKli  (liitcrtji.  nnii 
were  a  long  while  dtsiriiwed  for  want  of  ijrovisiiins,  find- 
ing nottiing  to  eat.  Patrick  had  often  spoken  lo  the  com- 
pany on  the  infinite  power  of  God;  they  thiTcfore  asked 
him  wliy  he  ilid  not  pray  for  relief.  Animated  by  a  strong 
failh,  he  assured  them  that  if  Ihey  would  address  them- 
selves with  their  whole  hearts  to  the  true  God,  He  would 
bear  and  succor  them.  They  did  so,  and  on  the  same  day 
met  with  a  herd  of  Bwine.    From  that  time  pro\isiona  nBf  fti 
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failed  Ihem,  till  on  the  tweutv -seventh  day  Ibey  oune  inU 
K  cuuntrj  chat  was  pultivnl^  and  inhiitnled. 

&JI11C  years  afterwards  lie  was  a^in  led  captive,  bnt  re- 
covered his  liberty  after  two  monibe.  When  ho  was  at 
home  with  liis  parents,  God  manifested  to  him,  by  diven 
Tisions.  that  He  destined  him  tu  the  great  work  of  the  aMi- 
veireion  of  Ireland.  The  writers  of  bis  life  my  that  after 
bis  seeoDd  ottpiirity  he  travelled  into  Gaul  and  Italy,  and 
etifi  SL  Martin,  St.  Gemianus  of  Auxerre,  and  Pope  Ccles- 
tine,  and  that  he  received  his  missiuQ  and  the  apostolical 
benediction  from  this  Pope,  who  died  in  433.  It  is  eertain 
that  he  spent  many  years  in  preparing  himself  for  liis 
sacred  calling.  Great  opposition  nas  made  against  his 
epii*(;o|j;d  eonsecraliou  and  mission,  biith  by  his  own  W'la- 
tives  iind  by  the  eli-rgy.  These  made  him  great  offers  in 
onler  to  detain  him  among  them,  and  endeavored  to 
affright  him  by  exaggemiing  the  dangers  to  which  he  es- 
poswl  himsi-lf  amidst  ihe  enemies  of  the  Romans  and 
Britons,  who  did  not  know  God.  All  these  leniptaliona 
threw  t)ie  Saint  into  jtrt'at  |>erplexitios  ;  but  the  l/>rd, 
Whose  will  he  eonsulleU  by  earnest  prayer,  supported  him. 
and  he  jxirsevered  in  hia  resolution.  He  forsook  his  family, 
sold  his  birthright  and  dignity,  to  serve  strangers,  and 
consecrated  his  soul  to  God.  to  carry  His  name  to  (he  ends 
of  the  earth,  lii  this  dis|ioaition  ho  pa-ssed  into  Ireland,  to 
preach  llie  Gospel,  where  the  worship  of  idols  still  gener- 
ally reigned.  He  devoted  himself  entirely  to  Ibe  salvation 
of  these  liarbarians.  He  travelled  over  the  whole  island, 
penetrating  into  the  remotest  corners,  and  such  was  the 
fruit  of  his  preachings  and  sulTerings  that  he  baptized  an 
infinite  ntirnter  of  people.  He  ordained  everywhere  clergy- 
men, induced  women  to  live  in  holy  widowhood  and  conti- 
nence, consecrated  virgins  to  Christ,  and  institntad  monks. 
He  look  nothing  from  the  many  thousands  whom  he  bap 
tized,  and  often  gave  back  the  little  presents  which  some 
/itid  on  the  altar,  choosing  iB.l\u;t  to  mcTt.y's  the  ferrent 
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than  to  s«uida]ize  tbe  weak  or  the  infidels.  He  gave  freely 
of  his  own.  however,  both  to  pagans  and  Christians,  dis* 
triboted  large  alms  to  ilie  poor  in  the  provinces  where  he 
passed,  made  presents  to  the  kings,  judging  that  necessary 
for  the  progress  of  the  Goepel,  and  maintained  and  educated 
many  children,  wbora  he  trained  np  to  serve  at  the  altar. 
The  liappy  success  of  his  labors  cost  htm  many  persecutions. 
A  certain  prince  named  Corotick,  a  Christian  in  name 
only,  disturbed  the  peace  of  his  flock.  This  tyrant,  having 
made  a  descent  into  Ireland,  plundered  the  country  where 
St.  Patrick  bad  been  just  conferring  conArmation  on  a 
great  imniU^r  of  neophytes,  who  were  yet  in  their  whita 
garmenlH  after  B;iplism.  Corotick  nia.tsacre(l  many,  and 
carrii-d  away  others,  whom  lie  sold  to  the  infidel  Picts  or 
Scoi.t.  Tlie  next  day  Ihe  Siiint  sent  the  tmrbarinn  a  letter 
entreating  bim  to  restore  ihi<  Christian  captives,  and  at 
lea-st  part  of  the  booty  he  bad  taken,  that  the  jujor  jicople 
might  not  pi.'rish  for  want,  but  was  only  answered  by 
railleries.  Tiie  Saint,  therefore,  wrote  with  his  own  hand 
a  letter.  In  it  be  styles  himself  a  sinner  and  an  ignorant 
man ;  he  declares,  nevertheless,  that  he  is  established 
Bishop  of  Ireland,  and  pronounces  Corotick  nnd  tiie  other 
parricides  and  accomplices  separated  from  him  and  from 
Jesus  Christ,  Whose  place  ho  holds,  forbid<ling  any  to  eat 
with  tbem,  or  to  receive  their  alms,  till  they  should  have 
satisBed  God  by  the  tears  of  sincere  penance,  and  restored 
the  servants  of  Jesus  Christ  to  their  liberty.  This  letter 
expresses  his  most  tender  love  for  his  tlock,  and  his  grief 
for  those  who  had  been  slain,  yet  mingled  vrith  Joy  be- 
canse  iliey  reign  with  the  propbets,  apostles,  and  martyrs. 
Jocelin  iLssures  us  that  Corotick  was  overtaken  by  the 
divine  vengeance. 

St.  Patrick  held  several  councils  to  settle  tbo  discipline 
of  the  Church  which  ho  had  planted.  8t.  Bernard  and  tbe 
tradition  of  tbe  country  testify  that  St.  Patnclt  fixed  \iu 
metropolitan  see  at  Ann^b.     He  established  aome  oftiei 


am  hfjTm  M    ^ 


bUtfip*,  u  mfpean  bjr  hb  CaaDc3  uid  oth^  n 

Hp  not  only  eooTcrted  the  <rbiil«  cocmtrj-  br  bis  f 

vmJ  wonderful  mindes,  bat  aUa  ralttrftied  thk  % 

vitta  BO  fniitfiil  k  benedietioD  ukd  incKMe  tram  bmTen  u 

lo  render  Ireland  a  auM  Boorisfanig  gwden  in  tbe  duuA 

of  Gud,  and  a  couatiy  of  Saiatc  { 

ICanv  particuUra  are  related  of  tbe  bbms  of  St.  Pxtricl,    < 
wliicb  we  (Mw  orer.     In  the  first  year  of  liU  muBDn  ia    t 
aUemptM  to  preach  Christ  in  Ihe  seoeral  assembly  of  the    I 
ki-iL-   ^'r'i   "tatw  -f  n!I   !r>-ir.n^t    h'-'A  v^rh    M   Tnra.  the 
r--'.i.  ■  ■■   .  r  ^^-.^'i  .-!  ;,  r./   .-■■■■■■  ;■.        ■■  '     ■■■  rue  wh„le 

island,  and  the  princijial  seat  of  the  Druids,  or  priesta,  and 
their  paganish  rites.  The  son  of  Neill,  the  chief  monarch, 
dcolun^l  hiins<^)t  against  Iho  preacher ;  howpTcr,  Patrick 
ciiiivi'i'tiHl  several,  and.  on  bis  road  to  that  place,  the  fatber 
of  Si.  |{<'nigiiiis,  his  inimcdinic  successor  in  the  see  of 
Arina-li.  He  iiflerwanls  t-ouverted  and  bapliJwJ  (he  kinp 
of  Dulilin  and  Muiisier.  and  the  seven  sons  of  the  king  of 
Cniii)aii;;lii.  «iih  (lie  frreatest  part  of  their  subjects,  and 
ix-foTf.  his  doaili  nhiimt  (lie  whole  island.  He  foQoded  a 
muii.T.'iiiTj'  at  Armagli ;  another  called  Domnach-Padraig, 
or  !',-.iri.k-s  Cliureh;  also  a  third,  name.1  Sabhal-Padrmig; 
and  fillfd  tlie  country  with  churches  and  schools  of  piet; 
and  Icarniiij;,  liic  reputation  of  ivhich,  for  the  three  ancoocd- 
iiiK  ('■■iilurips,  drew  many  foreigners  into  Ireland.  Ho  died 
and  vna  )iuricd  at  Down  in  Ulster.  His  (km);  vasfmnid 
there  ill  ac'liui'ch  of  his  name  in  1183,  and  translated  to 
anoiiicr  part  of  the  same  church. 

Irt-land  i.s  the  nursery  whence  St.  Patrick  sent  forth  his 
missionarii's  and  teachers.  Glastonbury  and  Lindisfame, 
Hj]iiiu  and  Malmcsbnrj,  bear  tesiiraoiiy  to  the  labors  of 
Irish  iiricsls  and  bislio]w  for  the  conveiision  of  England. 
lona  is  to  this  day  tho  most  venerated  spot  in  Scotland. 
O'liinihan.  Fiacre,  Gall,  atid  many  others  evangelized  the 
"ri'Ugh  places'"  of  Franco  and  Switzerland.  America 
and  Austntiia,  iu  modern  timca,  o«e  V\w\t  Ctmatianity  to 
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the   faith  and  leal  of   the  sons   sad   dftoghtera  of  St. 
Patrick. 

Reflection. — B;  the  instrumentality  of  St.  Patrick  the 
Faith  is  now  as  fresh  in  Ireland,  even  iathiscoldnincteeath 
century,  as  when  it  was  first  planted.  Ask  him  to  obtain 
for  you  the  special  grace  of  his  children— to  prtfer  tbo  Ion 
of  every  earthly  good  to  the  least  compromiso  in  matters 
of  faith. 

March  IB.— ST.  CYRIL  OF  JERUSALEM. 

OTRIL  was  born  at  or  near  the  city  of  Jerusalem,  abont 
the  year  315.     Ho  was  ordained  (iricst  by  St.  Uaxi- 
mns,  who  gave  him  the  important  charge  of  instructing 


fitiil  pn.'pHrhig  the  candidates  for  BaptUni.  Tills  clinrge  he 
held  for  several  yenni.  and  wo  still  have  one  svi'ics  of  his 
iiisl ructions,  given  in  the  year  347  or  348,  They  are  of 
singuhir  interest  as  being  the  earliest  record  of  the  system- 
atic teaching  of  tlie  Church  on  the  creed  and  Bacca.iixcTvVft, 
and  as  havjj?^  been  given  in  the  church  built  hy  Cou&tsar 
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tine  on  Mount  Calvary.  Tlicy  are  solid,  siniple,  profooml: 
saturalcd  witb  Holy  Soripturo;  exact,  precise,  and  len«: 
and,  im  a  witness  and  exposition  of  the  Catholic  faitli,  in-  < 
valnnbto.  On  the  death  of  St.  Maxtmiia,  Cyril  was  chosen 
BUIiop  of  Jerusalem.  At  the  be^tining  of  his  episcopate  a 
cross  w.TS  seen  in  the  air  reaching  from  Uount  Calvary  1« 
Mount  Olivet,  and  bo  bright  tliat  it  shone  at  noonday.  SI, 
Cyril  gave  an  account  of  it  to  the  emperor ;  and  the  faith-  i 
fut  regarded  it  aa  a  presage  of  victory  over  the  Arian  her- 
etics. While  Cyril  was  biflhop,  the  apostate  Julian  resolved 
to  falsify  the  words  of  Our  Lord  by  rebuilding  the  Temple 
at  Jerusalem.  He  employed  the  power  and  reaonrces  of 
a  Roman  oraperor  ;  the  Jews  thronged  enthn.siastically  to 
biin  find  gave  munificently.  But  Cyril  was  unmoved. 
"  The  word  of  God  abides,"  he  said  ;  "  one  stone  shall  not 
be  laid  on  another."  When  the  attempt  was  made,  a 
hentlicii  UTitcr  Iclls  us  that  horrible  flames  came  forth  from 
the  earth,  rendering  the  pliwe  inaccessible  to  the  scorched 
ami  scared  workmen.  The  attempt  was  made,  again  and 
again,  and  then  alinndonod  in  despair.  Soon  after,  the 
cmpi.Tur  ]>erislicd  miserably  in  a  war  against  tho  Persians, 
and  the  Cliurch  liad  rest.  Lilic  the  other  great  bishops  of 
his  time,  Cyril  was  persecuted,  and  driven  once  and  again 
from  liis  see  ;  but  on  tlie  dcatji  of  the  Arian  Emperor 
Valeu.s  lio  returned  to  Jerusalem.  He  was  present  at  the 
second  General  Council  at  Constantinople,  and  died  in 
peace  a.d.  886,  after  a  troubled  episcopate  of  thirty-flve 
years. 

Reflection.— "Aa  a  stout  staff,"  aaj-s  St.  John  Chrysos- 
tom,  "supports  the  trcmhiing  limbs  of  a  feeble  old  man. 
BO  does  faith  sustain  our  v.icillaling  mind.  I.'st  it  be  tossed 
about  by  sinful  hesitation  and  perplexity." 


LITIS  or  TBB  BAIKTa. 


cVt.  Joseph  was  by  birth  of  the  royal  family  of  David, 
J--^  but  was  living  in  taamble  obacurity  as  a  carpenter 
when  Gnd  raised  him  to  the  highest  sanctity,  and  attod  him 
to  l>e  Ibe  spouse  of  His  Virf[in  Mother,  and  foster-father 
and  girardian  of  the  Incarnate  Word.  Joseph,  says  the 
Holy  Scripture,  was  a  just  man  ;  he  was  innocent  and  pure, 
as  became  the  husband  of  Mary  ;  he  was  gentle  and  tender. 
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as  one  worthy  to  be  named  the  father  of  Jesus ;  he  was 
prudent  and  a  lover  of  silence,  as  became  the  master  of 
the  holy  house  ;  above  all,  he  was  ffuthful  and  obedient  to 
divine  calls.  His  conversation  was  with  angels  rather 
than  with  men.  When  he  learned  that  Mary  bore  within 
her  womb  the  Lord  of  heaven,  he  feared  to  take  her  as 
his  wife  ;  but  an  angel  bade  him  fear  not,  and  all  doubts 
vanished.  When  Herod  sought  the  life  of  the  divine  In- 
fant, an  angel  told  Joseph  in  s  dream  to  fly  with  Ibe  C\i\\4 
and  Bis  llotber  into  Egjpt.    Joseph  at  once  aroae  «n& 


■  A*  rmt  4if  aelf-tam,  but 
"*>*?*."  njtim. 
■^  vitk  «UU  :  an  aiisd  i»- 
M  ak  tk  Ckld's  binh,  bat  a 
pHS  ^ir  HnHBfc :  ikr  fiuuw  ktng  anks  lo  dcsinif  tin 
CISL  lad  t&e  vhejf  at;  if  ia  an  a{«WBr  tu  CaVv  awi;  Ru 
1ft  I!i3  a  t-^i^vA  tj  aaiDClin'  joy.  tbe  adoration  ot  ihe 
i^-,  .  a  »-«  s.*T>.>«  then  ariss  :  he  is  cudereii  to  fly  into 
a  fv-r^jn  sraivjwn  eijoarrr.  vltbiL^tt  bdp  or  ooquaintanM." 
It  s  itK  ':9iat>>o  of  i&i!  Fatltns  ibat  apoo  (beir  eatering 
EStT-c.  u  Tb«  pRseocv  ''4.  tbe  dtild  Jem^  all  the  oracles  of 
Uat  iUfwrvin'-HB  c«>DiitrT  vm  struck  dumb,  nnd  tlie 
ttAiaes  tit  lb«v  g«b  iTvmlded  and  in  kudj'  places  fell  to 
tbe  sr-jucd.  The  Falbrr-.  also  almbate  to  this  hdy  yisil 
tbe  ^pintiul  benc^i-tiim  pnureil  on  that  country,  whidi 
ntaijv  ir  for  mai:!'  ap*  nw«t  fniiiful  m  Saiuls.  After  Ihe 
deaih  •■(  King  H-.-roii,  of  which  ?i.  Joseph  was  informed  in 
another  viiii .11, God  onler*^  him  to  return  with  ihe  Child  and 
His  Slather  into  the  l:iiid  of  Israel,  which  onr  i^ini  readily 
obeyed.  But  when  he  arrived  in  Judea.  hearing  that  Ar- 
clielaus  hail  succeeded  Heri>d  in  that  |>art  of  the  country, 
and  apprehensive  that  he  might  bcinfecled  with  his  father's 
vires,  he  teiirwl  on  that  account  lo  settle  there,  as  he  would 
otherwise  proliably  have  dune  for  the  education  of  tbe 
Cliild ;  and  therefore,  l>eing  directed  by  God  in  another 
vision,  lie  retired  into  the  dominions  of  Herod  Antipas,  in 
(ittll]c<-,  to  his  former  habitation  in  Nazareth.  St.  Joseph, 
U'ijtjf  a  strict  observer  of  the  Mosaic  law,  in  conformity  to 
iln  (//rot (ion  annually  repaitcA  Vo  lfttiwa\«m 
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the  Panover.  Oar  Savionr,  now  in  the  twelfth  year  of  His 
age,  accompanied  His  parents  thither.  Having  performed 
the  usual  ceremonies  of  the  feast,  they  were  returning  with 
many  of  their  neighbors  and  acquaintance  towards  Galilee ; 
and  never  doubting  but  that  Jesus  was  with  some  of  the 
company,  they  travelled  on  for  a  whole  day's  journey  before 
they  discovered  that  He  was  not  with  them.  But  when 
night  came  on  and  they  could  hear  no  tidings  of  Him 
among  their  kindred  and  acquaintance,  tlicy,  in  the  deep- 
est affliction,  returned  with  the  utmost  speed  to  Jerusalem. 
After  an  anxious  search  of  three  days  they  found  Him  in 
the  Temple,  discoursing  with  the  learned  doctors  of  the  law, 
and  asking  them  such  questions  as  raised  the  admiration  of 
all  that  heanl  Ilim,  and  made  them  astonished  at  the  ripe- 
ness c)f  His  understanding  ;  nor  were  His  parents  less  sur- 
prised on  this  occasion.  AViien  His  Mother  told  Him  with 
what  grief  and  earnestness  they  had  sought  Him,  and 
asked,  *'Son,  why  hast  Thou  thus  dealt  with  us?  behold 
Thy  Father  and  I  sought  Thee  in  great  affliction  of  mind," 
she  received  for  answer,  **  How  is  it  that  you  sought  Me  ? 
did  vou  not  know  that  I  must  be  about  Mv  Father's  busi- 
ness  ? "  But  though  thus  staying  in  the  Temple  unknown  to 
His  parents,  in  all  other  things  He  was  obedient  to  them, 
returning  with  them  to  Nazareth,  and  there  living  in  all 
dutiful  subjection  to  them.  As  no  further  mention  is 
made  of  St.  Joseph,  he  must  have  died  before  the  marriage 
of  Cana  and  the  beginning  of  our  divine  Saviour's  minis- 
try. We  cannot  doubt  that  he  bad  the  happiness  of  Jesus 
and  Mary  attending  at  his  death,  praying  by  him,  assisting 
and  comforting  him  in  his  last  moments  ;  whence  he  is 
i:>articularly  invoke<l  for  the  great  grace  of  a  happy  death 
and  the  spiritual  presence  of  Jesus  in  that  hour. 

Reflection. — St.  Joseph,  the  shadow  of  the  Eternal  Father 
upon  earth,  the  protector  of  Jesus  in  His  home  at  Nazareth^ 
and  a  lover  of  all  children  for  the  sake  of  the  Holy  OY\V\^^ 


•bnold  be  the  rboMO  Ksanllsn  ud  paticm  of  v^rx  m 
CSiratlaii  fanUy. 


Mvtti  30.-8T.  WULFRAN,  A 
*v^  n  father  wm  on  uSicer  in  tbe  unin  of  Eii^  Dip- 
«^b  bert,  mad  tbe  Skint  ^Miii  sane  jeu*  ta  the  eMOl 
ofKUgCloUira  IlL  and  at  buiaalber,  St.  BtiliiMw.  W 
aveupiad  hi*  hMtt  onlj  on  God,  de^NBtDg  wnridlT  greal- 
■teM   M  Oi^tj'  and  dangenns,  and  dail/  adrmneinK  ia 


vidiin  His  pstftte  of  Mnurill;  be  bestowed  on  the  AhWin 
Foiilonellc.  ur  St.  Vnndrille,  in  Nnrmnwly.  He  was  chos'n 
and  cotisecrafeii  Arclibishop  of  Bona  in  683,  which  diwese 
he  ^vorned  two  jean  and  a  half  with  Rivat  eeal  and  sane- 
lily.  A  toniler  compassion  for  the  blindness  ot  the  idola- 
ten  of  Frioslnnd.  and  the  example  of  the  English  zealooi 
prcneheni  In  tho.se  parts,  moved  liim  to  resign  his  bishopric 
with  proper  adviee.  Hnd  after  n  retreat  nt  Fontenelle  to 
eiiiiT  Prii'Nlund  in  (|nnlily  of  it  puor  mlBsionnry  priest.  He 
iMpfizcd  grcHt  iiiultitudea,  nmong  lUew  &  acrn  of  King  Bad- 
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bod,  and  drew  the  people  from  the  barbarous  custom  of 
sacrificiDg  men  to  idols.  On  a  certain  occasion,  one  Ovon 
having  been  selected  as  a  victim  of  a  sacrifice  to  the 
heathen  gods,  St -Wulfran  earnestly  begged  his  life  of  King 
Radbod  ;  but  the  people  ran  tumultnously  to  the  palace, 
and  would  not  suffer  wh^t  they  called  a  sacrilege.  After 
many  wonis  they  consented,  but  on  condition  that  Wul- 
fran's  God  should  save  Ovon's  life.  The  Saint  betook  him- 
self to  prayer  :  the  man,  after  hanging  on  the  gibbet  two 
hours,  ancf  being  left  for  dead,  fell  to  the  ground  by  the 
breaking  of  the  cord ;  being  found  alive  he  was  given  to 
the  Saint,  and  became  a  monk  and  priest  at  Fontenelle. 
Wulfran  also  miraculously  rescued  two  children  from  being 
drowned  in  honor  of  the  idols.  Radbod,  who  had  been  an 
eye-witness  to  this  last  miracle,  promLsed  to  Ixicoine  a 
Christian  ;  but  as  he  was  going  to  step  into  the  baptismal 
font  he  aske<l  where  the  great  number  of  his  ancestors  and 
nobles  were  in  the  next  world.  The  Saint  replied  that  hell 
is  the  portion  of  all  who  die  guilty  of  idolatry  ;  at  which 
the  prince  refused  to  be  baptized,  saying  he  would  go  with 
the  greater  numl^er.  This  tyrant  sent  afterwards  to  St. 
Willibrdrd  to  treat  with  him  about  his  conversion,  but 
before  the  arrival  of  the  Saint  was  found  dead.  St.  Wul- 
fran retired  to  Fontenelle  that  he  might  prepare  himself 
for  death,  and  expired  there  on  the  20th  of  April,  720. 

Reflection. — In  every  age  the  Catholic  Church  is  a  mis- 
sionary church.  She  has  received  the  world  for  her  in- 
heritance, and  in  our  own  days  many  missioners  have 
watere<l  with  their  blood  the  lands  in  which  they  labored. 
Help  the  propagation  of  the  faith  by  alms,  and  above  all 
by  prayers.  You  will  quicken  your  own  faith  and  gain 
a  part  in  the  merits  of  the  glorious  apostolate. 


March  21 — ST.    BENEDICT,  Abbot. 

^^T.  Benedict,  blpsscd  by  graix  and  in  name,  was  bora 
^  of  a  noble  Italian  family  about  480.  When  a  boy  he 
was  sent  to  Rome,  mid  there  placed  in  the  public  schools. 
Scared  by  the  lieentiousncss  of  the  Roman  youth,  he  Sed  lo 
the  desert  mountains  of  Subiaco,  and  was  directed  by  the 
Holy  Spirit  into  a  cave,  deep,  craggy,  and  almost  iniiccessi- 
ble.  He  lived  there  for  three  ycat^,  unknown  to  any  one 
save  the  holy  monk  Romanus,  who  clothed  him  with  tbe 
monastic  habit  and  brought  him  food.  But  the  fame  of 
hie  eanctity  soon  gathered  disciples  round  him.  The  rigor 
of  his  rule,  however,  drew  on  him  the  hatred  of  some  ot 
the  monks,  and  one  of  them  mixed  poison  with  the  abbot's 
drink  ;  bi'.t  when  the  Saint  made  the  sign  of  the  cross  on 
the  poisoned  bow],  it  broke  and  fell  in  pieces  to  the  grouad. 
After  ho  had  built  twelve  motiasleries  at  Subiaco,  he  re- 
moved to  Mont«  Casino,  where  he  founded  an  abbey  in 
which  he  wrote  his  rule  and  lived  antil  death.  By  prsy*!r 
be  did  aJl   things  :    wrought  iinTBA\«B,  c&w  Tisiona,  and 
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wofphemd.  A  peasant,  whose  boy  had  just  died,  ran  in 
ilgaiah  to  8t  Benedict,  crying  out,  **  Give  me  btick  my 
on  I  **  The  monks  joined  the  poor  man  in  his  entreaties  ; 
(Oft  the  fiaint  replied,  **Such  miracles  are  not  for  us  to 
ratk,  but  for  the  blessed  apostles.  Why  will  yon  lay 
pm  me  a  burden  which  my  weakness  cannot  bear?" 
[ored  at  length  by  compassion  he  knelt  down  and,  pros- 
rating  himself  upon  the  body  of  the  child,  prayed  earnestly. 
!lien  rising,  he  cried  out,  **  Behold  not,  O  Lord,  my  sins, 
oft  the  faith  of  this  man,  who  desireth  the  life  of  his  son, 
jid  restore  to  the  body  that  soul  which  Thou  hnst  taken 
.wny.^'  Hardly  had  he  spoken  when  the  child's  body 
tegBXi  to  tremble,  and  taking  it  by  the  hand  he  restored  it 
ilive  to  its  father.  Six  days  before  his  death  he  ordered 
lis  grave  to  be  opened,  and  fell  ill  of  a  fever.  On  the  sixth 
lay  he  requestcil  to  be  borqe  into  the  chapel,  and,  having 
•eceived  the  body  and  blood  of  Christ,  with  hands  up- 
ifted,  and  leaning  on  one  of  his  disciples,  he  calmly  ex- 
>ired  in  prayer  on  the  2l8t  of  March,  548. 

Reflection. — The  Saints  never  feared  to  undertake  any 
;rork,  however  arduous,  for  God,  because,  distrusting  self, 
:hey  relied  for  assistance  and  support  wholly  upon  prayer. 

March  22.--8T.  CATHARINE  OF  SWEDEN,  Virgin. 

^f  T.  Catharine  was  daugliter  of  Ulpho,  Prince  of  Neri- 
^^  cia  in  Sweden,  and  of  St.  Bridget.  The  love  of  God 
seemed  almost  to  prevent  in  her  the  use  of  her  reason.  At 
seven  years  of  age  she  was  placed  in  the  nunnery  of  Ris- 
burgh,  and  educated  in  piety  under  the  care  of  the  h<»ly 
abbess  of  that  house.  Being  very  beautiful,  she  whs,  by 
her  father,  contracted  in  marriage  to  £gard,  a  young  noble- 
man of  great  virtue ;  but  the  virgin  persuaded  him  to  join 
with  her  in  making  a  mutual  vow  of  perpetual  chastity. 
By  her  discourses  he  became  desirous  only  of  heav^Tv\^ 
graces,  BDd,  to  draw  tbem  down  upon  his  soul  more  abiui- 
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Mmrch  33.~^TS.  VICTORIAN  AND  OTHERS,  Mftrtyn. 

'■^DNERic,  the  Arian  king  of  the  Vandals  ia  Africa, 
«^&  succeeded  his  father  Genseric  in  477.  He  behaved 
himself  at  Qret  vith  moderation  towards  the  Catholics,  bat 
in  480  he  b^an  a  grievous  peisecution  of  the  clergy  and 
boly  virgins,  which  in  484  became  general,  and  vast 
Dumbets  of  Catholics  were  put  to  death.  Victorian,  one 
of  the  principal  lords  of  the  kingdom,  had  been  made 
governor  of  Carthage,  with  the  Roman  title  of  Proconsul. 
Ho  was  the  wealthiest  subject  of  the  king,  who  placed  great 
confidence  in  bim,  and  he  had  ever  behaved  with  an  in- 
violable fidelity.  The  king,  after  he  bad  published  his 
cruel  edicts,  sent  a  message  to  the  proconsul,  promising,  if 
be  would  conform  to  his  religion,  to  heap  on  bim  the 
greatest  wealth  and  the  highest  honors  which  it  was  in  the 
power  of  a  prince  to  bestow.  The  proconsul,  wlio  amidst 
the  glittering  pomps  of  the  world  perfectly  un<lerstoi>d  its 
empticess,  made  this  gi'nerous  answer:  "Tell  the  king 
tbat  I  trust  in  Christ.  His  Majesty  may  conrUmn  me  to 
any  torments,  but  I  shall  never  consent  to  renounce  the 
Catholic  Church,  in  which  1  have  been  baptizHil.  Even  if 
there  were  no  life  after  this,  I  would  never  l)e  ungrateful 
and  perfidious  lo  Goil.  Who  has  granted  me  the  happiness 
of  knowing  Him,  and  bestoned  on  me  His  most  pieeious 
graces."  The  tyrant  became  furious  at  ibis  answer,  nor 
ctn  the  tortures  be  imagined  which  be  caused  the  Saint  to 
endure.  Victorian  suffered  them  with  joy,  and  amidst 
them  finished  bis  glorious  martyrdom.  The  Roman  Mar- 
tyrology  joins  with  him  on  this  day  four  others  who  were 
crowned  in  the  same  persecution.  Two  brothets,  who  were 
apprehended  for  the  faith,  had  promised  each  other,  if 
possible,  to  die  t^^tber ;  and  they  b^ged  of  God,  as  a 
favor,  that  they  might  both  suffer  the  same  torments.  The 
persecutors  hang  them  in  the  air  with  great  weights  at  t\i6\T 
feet.     One  of  tbem,  under  the  excess  of  pain,  bcg^  la^ 
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takcn  doirn  for  a  litlle  ease.  His  brother,  feiiring  thai 
this  might  mo\i>  him  lo  tleny  bU  faith,  cried  out  frum  the 
rack,  "  God  forbid,  dear  brother,  that  yon  sbotild  ask  such 
ft  thing.  Is  this  what  we  promiaod  t«  Jesus  Christ  i"  TV 
other  was  so  wonderfully  encouraged  that  be  cried  out, 
'■  No,  no  ;  I  ask  not  to  be  released ;  increase  my  tortures, 
exert  nil  your  cruelties  till  they  are  exhausted  opon  me.'" 
Tliey  were  then  burned  with  red-hot  plates  of  iron,  and  tor- 
mented so  long  that  the  executioners  at.  last  left  them,  say- 
ing, "Everybody  follows  their  exjimple  ;  no  one  now  em- 


bnicoa  our  religion."  Thiathcy  said  chiefly  because,  notwith- 
standing these  brothers  had  been  so  long  and  so  grievously 
■  lomieiiled,  tlicre  were  no  scars  or  bruises  to  be  seen  upon 
Ihem.  Two  merchants  of  Carthage,  who  both  bore  the 
name  of  Friinientiiis,  suffered  martyrdom  about  the  same 
time.  Among  many  gloriims  confessors  at  that  time,  one 
Libcratiis.  an  eminent  physiciRU,  was  sent  into  bftuishment 
with  his  wife.  He  only  grieved  to  see  Ills  infant  children 
torn  from  him.  Ills  wife  checked  his  tears  by  these  words ; 
"Think  no  more  ot  ibcta;  3es\»  CtnA B.\mB»W -wUl have 
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care  of  them  and  protect  their  souls.'*  Whilst  in  prison  she 
was  told  that  her  husband  had  conformed.  Accordingly, 
when  she  met  him  at  the  bar  before  the  judge,  she  up- 
braided him  in  open  court  for  having  basely  abandoned 
God  ;  but  discovered  by  his  answer  that  a  cheat  had  been 
put  upon  her  to  deceive  her  into  her  ruin.  Twelve  young 
children,  when  dragged  away  by  the  persecutors,  held  their 
companions  by  the  knees  till  they  were  torn  away  by  vio- 
lence. They  were  most  cruelly  beaten  and  scourged  every 
day  for  a  long  time  ;  yet  by  God's  grace  every  one  of  them 
persevered  to  the  end  of  the  persecution  firm  in  the  faith. 

March  24.— 8T.  SIMON,  Infant  Martyr. 

*  I^AIL,  flowers  of  the  martyrs  I "  the  Church  siiij^s  in 
i-*^t  her  Office  of  the  Holy  Innocents,  who  wen?  the  first 
to  die  for  Christ ;  and  in  every  ago  mere  children  and 
infants  have  gloriously  confessed  His  name.  In  1472  the 
Jews  in  the  city  of  Trent  determined  to  vent  their  hate 
against  the  Crucified  by  slaying  a  Christian  child  at  the 
coming  Passover;  and  Tobias,  one  of  their  nunilxT,  was 
deputed  to  entrap  a  victim.  He  found  a  bright,  smiling 
boy  named  Simon  playing  outside  his  home,  with  no  one 
guarding  him.  Tobias  patted  the  little  fellow's  cheek,  and 
coaxed  him  to  take  his  hand.  The  boy,  who  was  not  two 
years  old,  did  so ;  but  he  began  to  call  and  cry  for  his 
mother  when  ho  found  himself  being  led  from  home.  Then 
Tobias  gave  him  a  bright  coin  to  look  at,  and  with  many 
kind  caresses  silenced  his  grief,  and  conducted  him  securely 
to  his  house.  At  midnight  on  Holy  Thursday  tlic  work  of 
butchery  began.  Having  gagged  his  mouth,  they  held  his 
arms  in  the  form  of  a  cross,  while  they  pierced  his  UMider 
body  w^ith  awls  and  bodkins  in  blasphemous  mockery  of  the 
sufferings  of  Jesus  Christ.  After  an  hour's  torture  the 
little  martyr  lifted  his  eyes  to  heaven  and  gave  up  Uift  in- 
nocent 3(ml     The  Jews  cast  his  body  into  the  Tixet  ;  \wX 
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tfanr  crime  vsa  discorend  asd  pnnished,  while  the  holj 
nrties  veiv  ensliriiied  in  S(.  Peter's  Cliarcfa  ait  Trent,  niiere 
ihcy  hare  torfced  manf  mintdes. 

Wiiiim  or  NOKWiCB  is  another  of  these  children  mar- 
tvT^  His  parenia  were  simple  country  folic,  but  his  mother 
HA»  t.iaghi  by  a  vision  to  expect  a  Saint  iii  her  son.  Asa 
boy  he  fasted  thric«  a  week  and  prayed  constantly,  aoil  be 
was  only  an  apprentice  twelre  years  of  ngc.  at  a  lanner'B 
in  Norwich,  when  he  ma  bis  crown.     A  little  before  Easter, 


A.D.  1137.  he  was  enticed  into  a  Jew's  house,  and  was  there 
gftgjieci.  Imund,  and  crucified  in  hatred  of  Christ.  Five 
yeiira  passed  before  the  body  ivaa  found,  when  it  was 
buried  as  a  saintly  relic  iii  the  cathedral  churchyard.  A 
rose-tree  planted  hard  by  flowered  miraculously  in  mid- 
winter, and  all  manner  of  sick  persons  were  healed  of  their 
diseitses  al  St.  William's  shrine. 

Reflection. —Learn  from  the  infant  martyrs  that,  how- 
over  weak  you  may  be,  you  still  can  Buffer  for  Chrisfa  sake, 
and,  by  suffering,  win  your  ctccktv. 


LITU  or  IBM  8AIITTB. 


"X^Bis  great  festival  takes  its  name  from  the  happy  tjd- 
^— '  ings  brought  by  the  angel  Gabriel  to  the  Blessed 
Vir^n,  concerning  the  Incarnation  of  the  Son  of  Qod,  It 
commemorates  the  most  important  embassy  that  was  ever 
known  :  an  embassy  sent  by  the  King  of  kings,  performed 
by  one  of  tlie  chief  princes  of  His  heavenly  court ;  directed, 
not  to  the  great  ones  of  this  earth,  but  to  a  poor,  unknown 
virgit),  who,  being  endowed  with  the  most  angelic  purity 
of  soul  and  body,  being  withal  perfectly  humble  and  de- 
voted to  God,  was  greater  in  His  eyes  than  the  mightiest 
monarch  in  the  world.  When  the  Son  of  God  became  man. 
He  could  have  taken  upon  Him  our  nature  witliout  the  c»>- 
operatioD  of  any  creature ;  but  He  was  plcnsed  (o  be  Ixim 
of  a  woman.  In  the  choice  of  her  whom  He  raised  to  this 
most  Boblime  of  all  dignities.  He  pitched  upon  the  one  wlio, 
by  the  licbes  of  His  grace  and  virtues,  was  of  nil  others  the 
inoet  boly  and  the  meet  perfect.  The  design  of  this  em- 
bassy of  the  archangel  is  to  give  a  Sp.viour  to  the  world,  a 
victim  of  propitiation  to  the  sinner,  a  model  to  the  just,  a 
aon  to  this  Virgin,  remaining  still  a  virgin,  and  a  new 
nature  to  the  Son  of  God,  the  nature  of  man,  capable  of 
Bu&ering  pain  and  anguish  in  order  to  satisfy  God's  justice 
for  our  transgressions. 

When  the  angel  appeared  to  Mary  and  addressed  her, 
the  Blessed  Virgin  was  troubled  :  not  at  the  angel's  appear- 
ance, says  St.  Ambrose,  for  heavenly  visions  and  a  com- 
merce with  the  blessed  spirits  had  been  familiar  to  her ; 
but  what  alarmed  her,  he  says,  was  the  angel's  appearing 
in  human  form,  in  the  shape  of  a  young  man.  What 
might  add  to  her  fright  on  the  occasion  was  his  address- 
ing her  io  words  of  praise.  Hary,  guarded  by  her  modesty, 
is  in  ooufosion  at  expressions  of  this  sort,  and  dreadft  l\i« 
least  KppmrMooeot  fading  Qa,Ujevy.    Such  high  commeu- 
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dations  make  ber  cautious  how  she  answen,  till  in  aileoce 
slie  has  more  fully  considered  of  the  inatl«r:  "She  n- 
votved  in  her  mind."  says  St.  Luke,  "  n-fant  manner  </ 
BJilutation  this  should  be."  Ah,  what  nninbers  of  inno- 
cent aoula  have  been  cormpted  for  want  of  nsing  the  like 
precautious  ! 

The  angel,  to  calm  her,  says  :  "  Fear  not.  Mary,  for  iboa 
hasi  found  favnr  before  G-xi."     lie  then   infnriiis  her  ihil 


I)  ri>iiccive  and  briiiu  fiirib  ii  Son  Whose  nnii 
be  Jeans,  Wim  sliiill  be  great,  and  tile  Son  of  the  Most  lligh. 
and  possessed  of  the  throne  of  Daiid,  her  illusirious  an- 
cestor, Mary,  out  of  a  just  concern  to  know  haw  she  may 
cumpiy  witli  the  will  of  God  «ithnut  prejudice  to  her  tow 
of  virginity,  inquires,  "How  shallthisbef"  Nor  does  shf 
give  her  consent  till  the  heavenly  messenger  acquaints  hM 
that  it  is  to  be  a  work  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  Who,  in  making 
her  fniitful,  will  not  intrench  in  the  least  ujion  her  virgiia' 
parity. 
la  8ubmiaaion,  tUerelore,  lo  GoA's  «Bft\,-^\\.\Kiv\t  any  fll^ 
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flter  inqniriea,  she  expreesn  ber  usent  in  tbcM  hnmbls  but 
powerfnl  words :  "Behold  the  bandnuud  of  tbe  Lord;  belt 
done  to  me  According  to  Thj  irord."  What  fitith  and  oon- 
fldence  does  ber  answer  expreos  I  what  profound  hnmilitf 
and  perfect  obedience ! 

Reflection. — From  tbe  example  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  in 
this  mrsterj,  how  ardent  a  lore  onght  we  to  conceive  of 
pnrity  and  hamility !  The  Holj  Qhoet  ia  invited  br  purity 
to  dwell  in  aonls,  but  ia  chased  away  by  the  filth  of  the  con- 
tnuT  vioe.  Hamility  is  the  foundation  of  a  spiritnal  life. 
By  it  Uary  waa  prepared  for  the  eitraordinar>'  graces  and 
■11  Tirtoea  with  which  she  was  enriched,  and  for  the  emi- 
Dent  dignity  of  Mother  of  God. 

March  26.— ST.  LUDQER,  Biihop. 
<'Vt.  LtnXieB  was  born  in  Fricslaud  about  the  year  748. 
h-'  His  fathar.  a  nobleman  of  the  first  rank,  at  the 
obild's  own  raqueat,  committed  him  very  young  to  the  cure 
of  St.  Gregory,  the  disciple  of  St.  Bonifuce,  and  his  sue- 
cesser  in  the  government  of  the  see  of  Utrecht.  Qrcgory 
educated  him  in  his  monastery  and  gave  him  tiio  clerical 
tonsure.  Lndger,  desirous  of  further  im[irovenieiit,  pnssed 
over  into  England,  and  spent  four  years  and  a  half  under 
Alcuin,  who  was  rector  of  a  famous  school  at  Ynrk.  In 
773  he  returned  home,  and  SI.  Gregory  dying  in  77B,  his 
successor,  Alljeric,  compelled  our  Saint  to  receive  the  holy 
order  of  priestliood,  and  employed  him  for  Bevoral  years  in 
preaching  the  ^fo^d  of  God  in  Friesland,  where  he  con- 
verted great  numbers,  founded  sovcral  monasteries,  and 
built  many  churches.  The  pagan  Saxons  ravaging  the 
country,  Ludgcr  travelled  to  Rome  lo  con-iitlt  Pope  Adrian 
II.  what  conrse  to  take,  nnd  what  he  thought  God  reijuirod 
of  him.  He  then  retired  for  three  years  and  a  hiilf  to 
Monte  Casino,  where  he  wore  tbe  habit  of  the  Onlcr  B.nA 
coBfoi^ied  to  the  pnetioe  of  tbe  rate  during  hia  BUkj,  \«A 


Um  Buhii|i  ii[  UutLsivr.  lie  Joined  lq  Lis  di'.pceje  fire  i-an- 
tna»  nt  Fnealiiml  wIiil'Ii  bv  liiiil  convened,  and  also 
foundiiHl  itiK  muDAitttry  of  Belmstad  in  the  ducby  of 
Bniiwivivk. 

Beuig  jccuhmI  to  rbt-  Emperor  Chariemn^e  of  wasiiiig 
his  mcame  and  negleuling  the  embeliisbmeDC  of  charcliCGi 
thiN  {irttin-  iirilennl  him  to  appear  at  court.  The  morning 
afur  hiM  AiTivikl  tlie  empeitir'a  chamberlain  brought  him 
wnnl  thnt  bin  nltendhnce  was  required.  The  Sniiit,  being 
thfn  nt  III*  praycra,  told  (he  officer  that  he  would  folkiir 
lllm  an  (whid  na  he  had  Qnisbed  them.  He  waa  eent  for 
tbnw  fiivemi  limea  \xta,n  be-KWi  w»ii5,-«\wS!.tti«  oaw 
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tiers  representad  bb  acoDtempt  of  his  Unjestj.  add  the  em- 
peror, nrith  some  emotion,  asked  him  <rry  he  hnd  made 
him  wait  so  long,  though  he  had  aent  for  him  so  often.  The 
biahop  answered  that  though  he  had  the  most  profound 
respect  for  his  Majesty,  vet  God  was  iiifliiiicly  above  him  ; 
that  whilst  we  are  oeeut.icd  wiih  Him.  it  is  our  duty  to 
forget  everything  else.  This  .inswer  made  such  an  im- 
presiiion  on  the  emperor  that  he  dUmi&.'»>d  him  with  honor 
and  disgrared  his  accusers.  St.  Liidger  wns  favored  with 
the  gifts  of  miracles  and  prophecy.  His  laiit  sickness, 
though  violent,  did  not  hinder  him  from  continuing  his 
ftinciioDs  to  the  very  I.tst  day  of'  Im  life,  which  was  Pas- 
NOD  Sunday,  on  which  liiiy  he  prciiched  very  early  in  llw 
morning,  said  Mass  towanis  nine,  niid  pn-nehctl  ngiiiii 
before  night,  foretelling  to  ihiwr  tliai  wi'n-  alHUit  him  that 
be  shouM  die  the  following  iiiglil.  and  lixing  u|K)ii  a  phiee 
in  bis  monastery  of  AVcrdcn  wlicn^  lie  cIkkk  to  lie  itilerreil. 
He  died  accordingly  on  tlio  'JSili  of  March,  at  inidniglit. 

Reflertioo.— Prayer  is  an  action  s.>  sublime  and  sii|«r- 
DBtuntl  that  the  Church  in  her  Canniiic-il  Ilour^  leoclicn  us 
to  begin  it  by  a  fervent  petition  of  pnice  to  j>erform  it  well, 
What  an  insolence  and  m'>ckery  is  it  to  join  with  Iliis 
petition  an  open  disn-spect  and  a  neglect  of  all  tniecMUiry 
precautions  against  distractions!  ^iv  ought  never  tn  ai>- 
pear  before  God,  to  tender  Him  our  humageif  or  supjilica- 
tions.  witliout  trembling,  and  without  being  deaf  to  all 
creatures  and  shutting  all  our  senses  to  every  object  lliat 
can  distract  our  minds  from  God. 

March  27.-ST.  JOHN  OF  EGYPT. 
*3^ILL  lie  was  twenly-five,  John  worked  as  a  carpenter 
^^  with  his  father.  Then  feeling  a  call  from  Ood,  he 
left  the  world  and  committed  himself  to  a  holy  solitiiry  in 
the  desert  His  master  tried  his  spirit  by  many  unrewan- 
able  commaodf,   bidding  bim  roil   the  hard  cocVb,  Vei\& 


iad  bwft.  aai  tbe  Uke^  Jolin  obe;«<l  in  »Q  Uiings  sift 
HwMMfiidijaf  kebild.  After  «  nntful  ttmninf  ot  ~- 
^H   TtwB  hm  wfiUfcw  to  Ibe  lop  c<  a  tte^  dtl 


^H  TtwB  M  wWMfcw  to  Ibe  lop  c<  a  tte^  diff  M 
ttUt  Milj  of  Cod  Bwl  hii  Bool.  Tbe  Bion  hM  kaa* 
of  fci—lf.  the  man  be  dtstnmed  himseaf.  VW  O* 
krt   flft7   jvaa,  UMrfme.    be    oeier  saw-    womeo,  ind 


seldom  iin'u.  Tho  result  of  this  ^-igilanee  and  purity  was 
threefol<l;  a  holy  joy  and  cheerfulness  which  consoled  alt 
who  conversed  with  him  :  jwrfect  obedience  to  superiors  ; 
and,  in  return  for  this,  authority  over  creatures,  whom  he 
had  forsaken  for  the  Creator.  St.  Augustine  tells  us  of  his 
appearing  in  a  vision  to  a  holy  woman,  whose  sight  he  had 
restored,  to  nvoid  seeing  her  face  to  face.  Devib  assailed 
him  continually,  but  John  never  ceased  his  prayer.  From 
bis  long  communings  with  God.  ho  turned  to  men  with 
gifts  of  healing  and  propliecy.  Twice  each  week  he  spoke 
through  a  winilow  with  those  who  came  to  him,  blessing  oil 
for  their  sick  and  predicting  things  to  come,  A  deacon 
came  to  him  in  disguise,  and  he  reverently  kiesed  bis  hand. 
To  the  Emperor  Theodosiua  be  lottto\4\iSa  t\iture  Tictohn 
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and  the  time  of  his  death.  The  three  laat  days  of  bis  Ufa 
John  gave  wholly  to  God  :.,on  the  third  he  was  fonnd  on 
bis  knees  as  if  in  prayer,  but  bis  goal  was  with  the  blessed. 
He  died  a.d.  894. 

Reflection.— The  Saints  examine  tbemselves  by  the  per- 
fections of  God,  and  do  penance.  -We  judge  our  conduct 
by  the  standard  of  other  men,  and  rest  satisfied  with  it. 
Tet  it  is  by  the  dlTine  holiness  alone  that  we  shall  be  judged 
when  we  die. 

March  28^-ST.  QONTRAN,  King, 
Gi,^■  OoNTBAN  was  son  of  KiDg  Clotairo,  and  grandson  of 
h-^  Clovis  I.  and  St.  Clotildis.  Being  the  second  son, 
whilst  his  brothers  Charibert  reigned  at  Paris,  and  Sige- 
bert  in  Oslrasia,  residing  at  Metz,  lie  was  crowned  king  of 
Orleans  and  Burgundy  in  B61,  making  Chalons  his  capitaL 
When  compelled  to  take  up  arms  against  his  ambitious 
brothers  and  the  Lombards,  be  made  no  other  use  of  his 
-victories,  under  Ihe  conduct  of  a  brave  general  called 
Kommol,  than  to  give  peace  to  his  dominions.  The  crimes 
in  which  the  barbarous  manners  of  his  nation  iovolTed 
him  he  effaced  by  teats  of  repentance.  The  prosperity  of 
bis  reign,  both  in  peace  and  war,  condemns  those  who 
think  that  haman  policy  cannot  be  modelled  by  the  maxims 
of  the  Gospel,  whereas  nothing  can  render  a  government 
more  flourishing.  He  always  treated  the  pastors  of  the 
Church  with  respect  and  veneration.  He  was  the  protector 
of  the  oppressed,  and  the  tender  parent  of  his  subjects.  He 
gave  the  greatest  attention  to  the  care  of  the  sick.  Be 
fasted,  prayed,  wept,  and  offered  himself  to  God  night  and 
day  as  a  victim  ready  to  be  sacrificed  on  the  altar  of  His 
justice,  to  avert  His  indignation  which  he  believed  he  him- 
self had  provoked  and  drawn  down  npon  his  innocent 
pecq)le.  He  was  a  severe  punisber  of  crimes  in  his  of&con 
and   others  u>d,  by  tn&ay  trholesome    regaUtiouK,  t«- 


IL 


atiaioed  the  tMrtMnxn  ItantttoiKneeB  of  his  trooix  ;  but  wa 
man  wu  more  rend;  lo  torp^e  otteooee  kg^inst  his  o«b 
With   rural  nuignifioence  be  built  and  niilovvd 


many  cliurclius  and  monasteries.  This  good  kiug  died  on 
the  23rd  of  Miirch  in  593,  in  the  sixty-eighth  fear  of  bis 
Bge.  Iiaving  rciffned  thirty-one  years  and  some  months. 

Reflection. — There  is  no  means  of  salvation  more  relia- 
ble Ihan  the  practice  of  mercy,  since  Our  Lord  has  said  it : 
"  Blessed  are  the  merciful,  for  Ihey  shall  find  meroy.'' 


March  29 STS.  JONAS,  BARACHISIUS,  and  their 

Companion!,  Martyrt. 

K[N(i  Sapok,  ot  Persia,  in  the  etphteenlh  year  of  his 
reign,  raiseil  a  lilooily  [lersecutiou  against  the  Chris- 
tian.s,  anil  laid  wnste  their  churches  and  nmnaslcries. 
Jonas  and  Bnnieliisius.  two  brothers  of  the  city  Bcih-Asa, 
hearing  that  several  Christians  lay  under  sentence  of  death 
at  Hubaham,  went  thither  to  encourage  and  serve  them. 
Nine  of  that  number  received  l\\c  i;toira  d^  vtt!itt\-rdonL 
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After  their  execution,  Jonu  aik*  Banicbisias  wen  ^pie- 
bended  for  having  exhorted  then;  to  die.  The  president 
eotreftted  the  two  brothers  ui  obey  the  king  of  Persia,  and 
to  worship  the  son,  moon,  fire,  and  water.  Their  answer 
wa£,tljat  it  WHS  more  reasonable  to  obey  the  immortal  King 
of  heaven  and  earth  than  a  mortal  prince.  Juniis  was 
beaten  with  knotty  ctnbs  and  with  rjfds,  antl  next  set  in  a 
frozeo  pond,  with  a  cord  tied  to  his  foot.  Barncbisius  had 
two  Ted-b<A  iron  platis  and  two  red-hot  hammers  applied 
under  each  arm,  and  melted  lead  dropped  into  his  nostrils 
and  eyes  ;  after  which  he  was  carried  to  prison,  and  there 
hung  up  bj  one  foot.  Despite  these  eruel  tortures,  the 
two  brothers  remained  steadfast  in  the  Faith.  New  and 
more  horrible  torments  were  then  devised  nnder  which  at 


l:is!  tht-y  yieldi-d  up  thfir  lives,  while  their  |)uro  sonls 
winijotl  their  Higlit  to  heaven,  there  to  gain  the  martyr's 
crown,  which  rliey  lind  so  faithfully  won. 

Reflection. — Those  powerful  motives  which  supported  the 
martyrs  under  the  Bhai7)est  Inrmeiits  ought  to  in&^ire  la 


t« 


mill  pMiaaoe^  rfignnliitn,  Aod  faolv  jof  nmit  Mctoa 
lUl  •:TnfBn  or  tnak.  NMfaing  ia  toora  hamto  is  tte  pi 
ii(  CLnstiui  Ttnoe,  nntliin;  mure  preewiu  in  tte  ■■ 
Qoil.  tiwa  Che  swuriAoa  of  [Mdenee^  snlmiiMiwi.  ca 
fldoliiy,  nnd  ctiwttT'  ta  m.  state  of  axiffnis^ 


RTdhk  Rwde.  while  still  ynong,  si 

tf     tliat   tie   ims  f^eil   tbc  Sobcdaaiui. 

tizleen  lie  laean)    fraai  itae    tirilliuit  fnmra  < 


bef<in>  liim.  .niU  n:tire<l  lu  Mt.  SInui,  where  be  pai  himself 
under  ilie  ■lirercion  »f  ii  holy  monk.  Never  was  aa\iee 
more  fervijnt,  more  unrelujjiig  in  his  (efforts  for  self- 
masrery.  Afler  four  vKin  he  took  the  vows,  and  an  aged 
ftbbnt  foretold  Ili.it  he  would  some  <i;iy  be  one  of  the  grvaX- 
est  WgiiU  of  (he  Chureh.  Nineteen  years  later,  on  the 
dpath  of  his  'lirector,  he  withdrew  into  a  deeper  solitude, 
wherB  hfi  slinlied  the  lives  and  writing  of  the  Sainte,  and 
vae  rnised  lo  an  unmuaJ   height  of  contemplation.    The 
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fame  of  his  holiness  and  practical  wisdom  drew  crowds 
around  him  for  advice  and  consolation.  For  his  greater 
profit  he  visited  the  solitudes  of  Egypt.  At  the  age  of 
seventy-five  )ie  was  chosen  abbot  of  Mt.  Sinai,  and  there 
*^  he  dwelt  in  the  mouot  of  Qod,  and  drew  from  the  rich 
treasure  of  his  heart  priceless  riches  of  doctrine,  which  he 
poured  forth  with  wondrous  abundance  and  benediction.** 
He  was  induced  by  a  brother  abbot  to  write  the  rules  by 
which  he  had  guided  his  life  ;  and  his  book  called  the 
Climax,  or  Ladder  of  Perfection,  has  l>een  prized  in  all 
ages  for  its  wisdom,  its  clearness,  and  its  unction.  At  the 
end  of  four  years  he  would  no  longer  endure  the  honors 
and  distractions  of  his  office,  and  retired  to  his  solitude, 
where  he  died  a.d.  605. 

Reflection.—**  Cast  not  from  thee,  my  brother,"  says  the 
Imitation  of  Christ,  **the  sure  hope  of  attaining  to  the 
spiritual  life  ;  still  hast  thou  the  time  and  the  means." 

March  31.— ST.  BENJAMIN,  Deacon,  Martyr. 


I8DEGESDES,  SOU  of  Sapor  III.,  put  a  stop  to  th< 
pensecations  against  the  Christians  in  Persia, 


the  cruel 
which 

had  Ijeen  begun  by  Sapor  II.,  and  the  Church  had  enjoyed 
twelve  years'  peace  in  that  kingdom,  when  in  420  it  was 
disturbed  by  the  indiscreet  zeal  of  Abdas,  a  Christian 
bishop,  who  burned  down  the  Pyraeum,  or  Temple  of  Fire, 
the  great  divinity  of  the  Persians.  King  Isdegerdes 
thereupon  demolishe<l  all  the  Christian  churches  in  Persia, 
put  to  death  Abdas,  and  raised  a  general  persecution 
against  the  Church,  which  continued  forty  years  with  great 
fury.  Isdegerdes  died  the  year  following,  in  421.  But  his 
son  and  successor,  Varanes,  carried  on  the  persecution  with 
greater  inhumanity.  The  very  recital  of  the  cruelties  he 
exercised  on  the  Christians  strikes  us  with  horror.  Among 
the  glorious  champions  of  Christ  was  St.  Benjamin,  a 
ieacon.    The  tyrant  cauaed  bim  to  be  beaten  and  Vigl- 


LITTLE    PiCTOWAL 


prinoDed.     lie  haH  Inia  n  year  in  Lbe  dungeoa,  when  an 
amba8.<ifwIor  fmni  the  emperor  obiainc^l  bis  rcieaae  on  wodi- 

tiim  that  hcsboTilil  ticvt-r speak  toKuyot  Uie courtien abont 


thoGi>s|>i 


JL-  iuii1j>iss;i<lor  i>a33cd  his  n'onl  in  his  beludf 
III  not ;  but  Benjnuiiu,  who  wus  &  minister  of 
li-c'liir>'d  Ihal  he  should  misa  no  opportunity  of 
Clirist.  The  king,  ijeing  informc*!  that  be  ttSU 
pre;ich(vl  Ihu  Faitli  in  his  kingdom,  ordcreii  him  to  be  «p- 
pn;  hi;  mi  I'd,  c:iTised  riwls  to  lie  nin  in  between  ttie  nails  and 
thi!  Ili'sh,  l>i>ih  <if  IlIh  hnmis  and  feet,  nnd  to  Ix^  Ihmst  inle 
nthi.T  niiwt  tuiLih.T  parts,  and  driiwii  out  njxain,  and  thifc 
to  Im'  fn'iiiifiitly  rcpfiited  ttith  vi.ilenco.  Lastly,  a  kiwtty 
slake  was  Ihriist  liito  liis  !)o\vcls,  to  rend  jmd  tear  them,  in 


fd  in  the  y 


r424. 


-Wii 


•a,  O  n 


:  holy  martyrs,  who 
for  Goil  our  Snvionr 


ReScctii 

cheerfully 

and  His  li've.  on  uiiieh  account  you  are  now  most  Inti- 
maioly  and  fiiiniliarly  united  to  Him.  that  yon  pray  to  (he 
fA>ri!  for  IIS  miseraWe  smncvs,  conm»\  liith  fllth,  that  He 


infuse  into  qb  the  grace  of  Christ,  that  it  may  enlighten 
OUT  goals  that  we  may  love  Him. 

April  1.— ST.  HUQH,  Blihop. 

rms  the  ha|ipinc»)  of  this  Saiut  to  receive  from  his 
cradle  the  strongest  impreesions  of  piety  by  the 
exftinple  and  care  of  his  illustrious  and  holy  parents.  He 
was  bom  at  Chateaa'ueuf,  in  the  territory  of  Valence 
in  DanphinS,  in  lOSS.  His  father,  Odilo,  who  served  his 
oountrj'  in  an  honorable  poet  in  the  army,  labored  by  all 
the  means  in  his  power  to  make  his  soldk-rs  faithful  ser- 
vants of  their  Creator,  and  by  severe  punishments  to  re- 
strain vice-  By  the  advice  of  his  gun,  St.  Hugh,  he  after- 
wards became  a  Carthusian  monk,  and  died  at  the  nge  of 


a  hundred,  having  received  Extreme  Unclion  and  Viaticum 
from  the  linniis  of  his  son.  Our  Siiiiit  likewise  iissisted,  in 
her  last  iin)meiits.  hU  inother,  who  hiid  for  many  years, 
under  his  dii-ection,  served  Ood  in  her  own  house,  \i'j 
prayer,  fasting,  sadpleoteoiu  n/ms-deeds.     Uug\i,  trom  tti« 


W  mdie,  appeared  to  ba  a  child  of  benedictioD.  He  went 
■  f  througli  bis  studies  witb  great  applause,  and  having  cliciaem 
'  '  to  serve  God  iu  an  ecclesiastical  slate,  he  accepted  ■  i 
eanoury  iu  the  cathedral  o(  Valence.  Hia  great  sanciiiy 
and  learning  rendered  him  an  omamcut  ot  that  chnrdi, 
and  he  was  linally  made  Biehop  of  Grenoble.  Ue  set  him- 
self at  one*  to  reprove  vice  and  to  reform  abuses,  and  sa 
plentiful  Vfaa  the  benediction  of  Heaven  upon  hia  hibon 
that  ho  had  the  i.'omfon  to  see  the  face  of  his  diocese  in 
abort  time  esceedingly  clianged.  After  two  years 
privately  resigned  his  bishopric,  presuming  on  the  tacit 
consent  of  the  Holy  Sec,  and,  putting  on  the  hitbit  of  StL. 
Bcimet,  he  entorod  upon  a  iioviliate  in  the  austere abtwy<4 
Casa-Dci  iu  Aiivcrgne.  There  he  lived  a,  year,  a  perfect 
model  of  all  virtues  to  that  house  of  Saints,  till  Pope  Qng- 
ory  Vll.  toinmnnileU  him,  in  virtue  of  holy  obedience,  t9 
resutiio  his  j  hist  oral  chiu^. 

He  run^L'sily  soliciied  Pope  Innocent  II.  far  leave  to 
rc»i;^n  hia  bislLopric.  that  ho  might  die  in  solitude,  hut  vm 
nevi'r  able  tu  ubtiiin  his  request.  God  was  pleased  to  purtfj' 
his  soul  by  a  lin^'ering  illness  before  He  called  him  to  Hun- 
self.  Sometime  before  his  death  he  lost  his  memory  fw 
everylhing  but  his  prayers.  He  closed  his  penitential 
course  on  the  1st  of  April  iu  1133,  wiuiting  only  two 
mouths  of  being  eighty  years  old,  of  which  be  had  been 
fifty-two  years  bishop.  Miracles  iittested  the  sanctity  of 
his  happy  death,  and  he  was  canoQized  by  Innocent  11.  in 
1134. 

Reflection.  —Let  us  learn  from  (he  example  of  the  Saints. 
Ici  slum  the  tumult  of  the  world  as  much  as  our  circum- 
stances will  allow,  and  givo  ourselves  up  to  the  c 
holy  solitude,  prayer,  and  pious  reading. 
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Aprit  3.— ST.  FRANCIS  OF  PAULA. 

*'TJ*T  the  age  of  Uftecn,  Francis  left  his  poor  home  at 
(fcR-^  Paula  in  Calabria,  to  lire  as  a  hermit  in  a  cave  by 
the  sea-coast.  In  time  disciples  gathered  round  bim,  and 
with  them,  in  1486,  be  foanded  th«  "  Minims,"  so  called  to 
show  that  they  were  the  least  of  monastic  Orders.  Tbey 
observed  a  perpetual  Lent,  and  never  touched  meat,  flsb, 
«ggs,  or  milk.     Francis  himself  made  tbe  rock  bis  bed  ;  his 


best  j^annent  was  a  hair  shirt,  and  boiled  herbs  bis  only 
fare.  .As  his  body  withered  his  faith  grew  jiowerful,  and 
he  "  did  all  things  in  Him  Who  strengthened  him."  He 
cured  ilie  sick,  raised  the  dead,  averted  pingues,  expelled 
evil  spirits,  and  brought  sinners  to  penance.  A  famous 
preacher,  instigated  by  a  few  misguided  monks,  set  to  work 
to  preach  against  St.  Francis  and  bis  miracles.  The  Saint 
took  no  notice  of  it,  and  the  preacher,  finding  that  be  made 
no  way  with  bis  bearers,  determined  to  see  t^is  pooT 
hermit  and  contoaod  bim  in  penon.     The  Sunt  i«ce\\«& 


UTTL«  FtcToitui.  [APaa  & 


blm  kiiidlf,  gave  biin  n  »eBt  by  ifie  flro.  and  IUt«n{<(l 
long  expfiaitioii  of  hU  own  fruiiil:(.  IIo  then  qolmlj'  tnjk 
Bomo  gluwiiig  embers  fn-m  tlio  Arc.  nnd  clueicig  Uis  iunxW 
upon  Ihem  unlmrt,  8aril.  "Come,  Fulher  AuCuaj-,  n-ans 
yourself,  (or  you  ato  Bljivurin^r  for  want  of  &  luiie  cliiiritj." 
Father  Anihony,  falliug  at  the  tjaint's  tern,  :uikMl  for 
jmnliin,  aiid  then,  baviiig  received  his  embrnoe,  quittei 
liim.  lo  becaiu^  his  {xiUL'gyrist  and  attain  fainiMlf  to  ^Teit 
pcrfifilou.  When  the  avaricious  King  Fvniinaod  o( 
Naples  offered  him  money  for  Lis  conrent,  Francis  told 
him  to  Rive  it  Inclt  to  Ills  oppressed  subjects,  and  softentd 
Ills  lii^irt  by  cnnsing  blood  to  flow  from  the  ill-gotten  wtiit 
Louis  XI.  of  Fnuiro,  ircmbling  at  tlit>  approach  of  deatii, 
sent  for  tlie  potir  hormit  to  ward  off  the  fo©  whose  adraDce 
neither  liis  furirt'SBCs  nor  his  guards  could  (.'hiH:k.  FranciA 
Weill  by  [he  Pope's  command,  and  nrejwired  the  king  fora 
holy  di-iiili.  The  succussora  of  Louis  showered  faviira  on 
the  Siiiiit.  his  Order  spread  thmugliout  Europe,  and  hii 
name  was  revereiieeil  through  the  Christiau  norid.  Ho 
died  at  the  agp  of  niuety-ooc,  on  Gooil  Friday,  1607.  litb 
(he  crueiRK  iu  his  hand,  and  the  liist  words  of  Jesus  on  biB 
lips.  "  Into  Thy  hiinda,  O  Lord,  I  coiunicud  my  spirit," 

Reflection.— Rely  in  all  didicullica  upon  God.  Tlisl 
whieh  Pimbleil  St.  Francis  to  work  mimcles  will  ii'  jirojior- 
lion  Uo  wonders  for  yourself,  by  giving  you  slrengllj  »ui! 
eonsolaliori. 

April  3.-ST.  RICHARD  OF  CHICHESTER. 

"TCJiiH.vRD  wius  Iwm  ...D.  1107,  ill  the  little  town  of 
A-^  Wyclie,  eight  m^'sa  from  Worcester,  Kngland.  He 
and  hia  elder  brother  were  left  orphans  when  young,  and 
Richard  gave  np  the  studies  which  he  loved,  to  farm  his 
brother's  impoverished  estate.  His  brother,  in  gratitudetor 
Richard's  successful  care,  proposed  to  make  over  to  him  >U 
bia  l&nds  ,-  but  iiere!uaed\iQ\.\iU\Q(»t&tea  and  the  oS*itctt 
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brilliant  marriage,  to  atudy  for  tbo  priesthood  at  Oxford. 
In  1333  he  whs  uppointcd,  for  his  learitiug  and  piety,  clian- 
cellnr  uf  that  L-iiiver»ity,  and  afterwanis,  li.v  St.  Edmnnd  of 
Canterbury,  clianccllor  of  hii«  diocote.  lie  stuutl  by  that 
Saint  in  his  luiift  (.-"ntent  with  tlie  liiiig,  and  iK^unipunied 
him  into  ciilft.  After  St.  Edmnml's  de:ith  Itiuhitrd  re- 
turned to  En^l.iiul  to  ri  il  an  a  siin[ilR  i-iirutc,  but  whs  simiii 
elected  Btsho|i  of  Chicljtster  in  im'fcreiice  to  liie  wortliless 
nominee  of  Henry  III.     Tlie  kiun  hi  ri'Vi'TiKt'  irfiisifl  to 


recoK°''^ ''''^  eleutinu.  anil  seiu'd  the  rcveiiurs  of  the  see. 
Thuii  Hichiinl  found  himself  fiuhlint;  the  same  battle  in 
whiiiii  Si.  Edmund  had  died.  lie  went  to  Lyons,  was  there 
cousecrated  by  Innocent  IV.  in  r345.  anil  retnming  to  Eng- 
land, in  spite  of  liis  [loverty  ami  the  king's  hoetiUiy, 
exerciseil  fully  his  episeoiwl  riglils.  and  thoroughly  re- 
formi^d  his  see.  After  tmi  years  his  revenues  were  re- 
stored.  Young  and  old  li)v>v!  St.  Richard.  He  gave  all  he 
bad,  and  workeil  miracle^.  In  feed  the  poor  and  heal  the 
sick  :  but  when  the  rigiiiK  or  purity  of  the  Church  were 
Ciincemod,  be  was  inexorable.     A  priest  of  nob\e  bloiA  V>^- 


fcNidUioAc*  byaia;  Bidurd  dcpored  htm  odrisbMB- 
loi^  wttd  Kfaaed  tlw  knif  s  prtirinn  in  hit  £anK  Oi  ll» 
•Ib^hand.  whm  ■  fcn^t  viaieBtl;  p«t  spntat  mpmoK, 
Ifefeavdeaaprikd  Ite  kavU  to  walk  nxiad  tfas  prion 
chvA  witk  iteMOBlDgaf  wood  on  hk  bm*  to  wfcieh 
te  had  r  ha  inn!  tfca  prieit:  aad  *1kb  Ibe  imrgtaaea  «t 
Lewis  ton  a  erinnBal  bvmi  Ibe  cfaoicb  and  haagnl  him, 
Bkbard  made  tbaa  dig  op  tkebody  from  its  tmconsecfaWd 
gnTe,  and  bear  il  back  to  Ibe  aanal nacy  tbe;  bMi  Tiofalc^ 
Keliard  dini  Uk  IS5S,  wfaile  | 
isattbeS 


^1 

bis  atdt 


RclectitML  — JU  a  brntber,  as  cbaneeUor,  and  aa  b 
8t-   Bi'^bar<j  fatthfollj  perforated  ea«h  dutT  of  bis  ■ 
wilhout  a  IhoQghl  of  his  own  interests.     Segf«M  of  doty  is 
ihe  first  ei^i  of  that  self-lore  which  ends  with  the  loss  of 

April  4.— ST.  ISIDORE,  ArchbJihop. 

IsiintRE  was  Ixim  of  a  ducal  fitmiij.  nt  Cartliagena  in 
Spain.  Ilis  tivi>  l)rothers.  Leaodcr.  Archbishop  of 
Seville.  Fulgentius.  Bishop  of  Ecija.  and  bh  sbtcr  FloreD- 
tiiia,  are  -Saints.  As  a  boy  he  despaire<l  at  h\g  ill  success  in 
8iu<ly.  and  ran  away  from  school.  Resling  in  his  flight  at 
a  r":nisi<ic  spring,  he  observed  a  Stone,  which  was  hollowed 
out  by  Ihe  dri[)ping  water.  This  decided  him  to  return. 
an<l  liy  hard  application  he  succeeded  where  he  had  tailed. 
Ho  went  back  to  his  masler,  and  with  the  help  of  God  be- 
came, even  aH  a  \oulh,  one  of  the  most  learned  men  of  the 
time.  He  assisted  iii  converting  Prince  Rcearcd,  the  leader 
ofthcAriaii  party;  and  with  his  aid,  though  at  iheeon- 
rtatit  peril  of  his  own  life,  he  expelled  that  lieres)'  from 
Spain.  Tlieii,  following  a  call  from  God,  he  turned  a  deaf 
ear  to  (ho  entreaties  of  his  friends,  and  embraced  a  hermit's 
life.  Prince  Rccarcd  and  many  of  the  nobles  and  clergy  of 
Serillo  went  lo  persuade  Mm  lo  comeioT<.\i,a.Tiil'N5re8eatod 
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the  needs  of  the  times,  and  the  good  he  could  do,  and  had 
already  done,  among  the  people.  He  refused,  and,  as  far 
as  we  can  jadge,  that  refosal  gave  him  the  neccasary  oppor- 
tnnity  of  aoqniring  the  virtae  and  the  power  wbit^  after- 
wards made  him  an  illostrions  Bishop  and  Doctor  of  the 
Charch.  On  the  death  of  his  brother  Leander  he  was 
1  to  fin  Ibe  vacant  see.     As  a  teacher,  mler,  founder, 


aad  reformer,  be  labored  not  only  in  his  own  diocese,  but 
througtiout  Spain,  and  even  in  foreign  countries.  He  died 
in  Seville  on  April  4,  6<t6,  and  within  sixteen  yeiirs  of  his 
death  was  declared  a  Doctor  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

Reflection.— The  strength  of  temptation  uaunily  lies  in 
the  fntt  that  its  object  is  ttomethitig  fl^tttoring  to  our  pride, 
aoothmg  to  our  sloth,  or  in  somo  wfiy  attractive  to  the 
meaner  passions.  St.  Isidore  tenches  us  to  listen  neither  to 
the  promptings  of  nature  nor  the  plausible  advice  of  fnonda 
when  they  contradict  the  voice  of  Qod. 


Apfil    &-ST.   vmCENT    FERRER. 

^S>     wn*  lvn\  M  \  slfui-ia  in  S|iain.  in  la.'iO,  niiil  at  ibr 

jig»-  >'t  fi^lilti'ii   ['irftsa*!  in   itie  Or\lpr  of  St,  Diiminic, 

\(ut  s  btllliani  tMarw  of  study  lie  bc«auo  rndsicr  ol 

Nu-n<i)  ituvlvRV.     r'>r  ihrot-  yrars  he  nad  only  Ibe  Scrip- 

turi-s,  rdiit  liiew  thewbulu  Biblo  by  heiirl.     He  I'unverted 

ihi'  Jovi  tif  Viilptu'ia.  niid  Iheir  synngoguv betnme  achiirrli. 

<,9rHt(  ut  lite  gnai  si'bi^in  tbpii  aSliciing  ibc  Church  rcdufod 

him  to  th<i  IH^int  at  ilimth  i  but  Our  Lord  HiiuBcIf  in  glorr 

baik  him  k"  f'lrtU  to  omivi'rt  sinners.  "  for  My  judftment  is 

nigh."    This  tnirBciiloiis  itjoisiol.tlp  kstwl  twi-nty-one  ywis. 

A.  B»  pranched  thmughout  Enn>pe,  in  tbu  totrns  and  Tillaga 

L„of  «p»iw,   Swilj^nrlnnd.    France.    Hilly.    Enjilaiiri,   Irel.iml. 

^HMtend.     Everynhrn-  tens  of  thuusnnds  of  sinnei^  ireiv 

^^HuMd;    Jens,    jnfidcta.   and  hcivltcs  uitd  converifd. 

^^^^pdouB  mirndcs  enforced  bis  words.     Twice  each  day 

Tmiraclo  Ixill "  Biimmoned  the  aick,  Ihe  blind,  ihe  lame 

fc  Liirod.     Sinners  the  most  obdurate  became  Saints; 
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epeating  only  hia  n&tire  Spanish,  he  vas  understood  in  all 
tODf^es.  Processions  oC  ten  thousand  penitents  followed 
him  in  perfect  order.  Conveiils,  orphanages,  hospitals, 
aroee  in  his  path.  Amidst  all,  his  humility  remained  pro- 
found, bis  pmjrer  constant.  He  always  piepared  for  preach- 
ing by  prayer.  Once,  however,  wlicn  n  person  of  bigfa  rank 
was  to  be  present  at  his  sermon  he  neglected  prayer  for 
Htadf.  The  nobleman  was  not  particularly  struck  by  the 
diaoonrse  which  had  been  thus  ciirefully  worked  up;  but 
fwming  again  to  hear  the  Saint,  unknown  to  the  latter,  the 
Beoond  sermon  made  a  deep  impression  on  bis  soul.  When 
St.  Vincent  heard  of  Ihe  difference,  be  remarked  that  in  the 
flnt  sermon  it  was  Vincent  who  bad  preached,  but  in  the 
second,  Jesus  Cliriat.  lie  fell  ill  at  Vannes  in  Britaniiy, 
and  received  tbu  crown  of  everlasting  glory  in  1419. 

ReflectioD.—"  Whatever  ynu  do."  said  St.  Vincent, 
"think  not  of  yourself,  but  of  GimI."  In  this  spirit  be 
preached,  and  God  spoke  by  him  ;  in  this  spirit,  if  we  listen, 
ve  shall  hear  the  voice  of  Gixl. 

April  6.-8T.  CEUESTINE,  Pope. 
f^T.  Celestise  was  a  natire  of  Rome,  and  upon  the  de- 
J^^  mise  of  Pope  Boniface  he  was  chosen  to  succeed  him, 
in  September  422,  by  the  wonderful  consent  of  the  whole 
city.  Hb  first  official  act  was  to  coaflrra  the  condemna- 
tion of  an  African  bishop  who  had  been  convicted  of 
grave  crimes.  He  wrote  also  to  the  bishops  of  the  prov- 
inces of  Vtenno  and  Narbonno  in  Gnul,  to  correct  several 
abuses;,  and  ordered,  among  other  things,  that  absolution 
or  reconciliation  should  never  be  refused  to  any  dying 
sinner  who  sincerely  asked  it;  for  repcnlancc  <Ic)>GndH 
not  so  much  on  time  as  on  the  heart.  lie  assembled  a 
synotl  at  Pome  in  4S0,  in  which  the  writings  of  Nestorius 
were  examined,  and  his  blasphemies  in  maintammg  m 
Christ  a  divine  jwd  s  human  person  were  condemned.    Ite 


Po^  praixHixed  iMitencv  of  czenmmitnieaticKi  ajpuMl 
KesiorioB.  ukI  ilrpoMd  hini.  Beio;  mformed  that  Aftmla, 
tbe  aoa  ai  a  British  bUbop  called  Sererianos.  who  had  taa 


married  beture  he  was  raised  ro  the  priestliood,  bad  S] 
the  seeds  of  the  Pelagian  heresy  in  BritAJn,  St,  ( 
scat  thither  St.  Gprmanua  of  Auserre,  whose  zenl  Mid  onn- 
duct  happily  pierentod  the  threatening  danger.  He  iIh 
sent  St,  Pullruliiia,  a  Roman,  to  preach  the  Faith  to  tba 
Scots,  both  ia  Nurth  Britain  and  in  Ireland,  and  BUJ 
Butliors  of  the  life  of  St.  Piitrick  say  that  apoetle  likevin 
received  his  commission  to  preach  lo  tho  Irinh  from  St. 
Celestinc,  in  431 .  This  holy  Pope  died  on  the  Ist  of  Angvd. 
in  432,  having  reigned  almost  ten  years. 

Reflection.— Vigilance  is  tinty  needful  to  those  lo  wbon 
the  care  of  souls  has  beeii  confided.  "  Blessed  are  the  mt- 
Tanla  whom  the  Lord  at  His  coming  shall  find  watching." 


April  7^ST.  HEQESIPPUS,  a  Primltiva  Father. 
•t^^e  was  by  birth  a  Jew,  and  belonged  to  tlie  Church  of 
r^b  Jerusalem,  but  travelling  to  Rome,  ho  lived  there 
nearly  twenty  rears,  from  the  pontificate  of  Anicetua  to 
that  of  EleutUerius,  in  177,  when  he  returned  into  the  East, 
where  he  died  at  an  advanced  age,  probably  at  Jerusalem, 
in  the  year  of  Christ  180,  according  to  the  chronicle  of 
Alexandria.  He  wrote  in  the  year  133  a  History  of  the 
Cborch  in  flr'3  books,  from  the  Passion  of  Christ  down  to 
bis  own  time,  the  loss  of  which  work  is  eitreinely  regretted. 
Id  it  he  gave  illustrious  proofs  of  his  faith,  and  showed 
the  apoetcjiual  tradition,  and  that  though  certain  men  had 


disturbed  the  Church  by  broadiing  heresies,  yet  down  to 
hia  tiini.'  no  cpi^cojial  see  or  particular  church  had  fallen 
into  ern)r.  This  testimony  In-  fiavc  after  having  personally 
visited  alt  the  principal  churches,  both  of  the  East  and  the 
West. 


r 
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BLC88E0    HERMAN    JOSEPH    OF    STEINFELD. 

*-E^EnMAN  rnui)    liiii  cnrliiM  ji.'otrs  una  a  devoled  client 

4-C    nt  Iho  MivibcT  o1  (;«.l.     As  ft  Ultl«  child  he  u-std  M 

•(Willi  M  hi*  p)«^in>p  in  xbt  chnrcfa  at  Cvhigiie  before 

m  Imng*  of  Mm^,  vlwn  he  >«ait*(<d  bbbj  ^tois.    One 

bmwvtntoirdiisr,  wURteBtnnaa  «k  «iwri«g  huefootcd 

tntA   «h««h,  M>  bMWMlf   SaOMT  i»>Mrag   to   him, 

l«M  W«  W«*»^"  why  *■*  *^  "«*  *'■»'  "B  ^ch  wM 

PWWiiW.     -AW!  A«rlj.,V-  --,-1       -    -   l-vMs« 

»)■  (wiv^irs  M*  »  piwi- '    ;*t  fMMvd  »  a  sooe,  loHing 

him  to  IrtfA  SvTwwit.  ii ;  jJim*  bt  CMnd  ftwr  mItw  pww 

i.'.,-.-,-"- 1     •      >■.;■'    -'■■>"-.      yi;     .?l.^   tk^    f-vr^^:    "■.■>   Mnra 

.I.',   .     '■  ■       ■^''     •■■.•■^■•■'    i.m    T    J--   :-    :he  same 

V, .     .  '  >   -•.-■v    \.i:    .■:n*.imfa^r..;.     Nf  tt-  did  ibe 

^     ,  ,  ■   I,       Ml,   hr-  riai.rn>-»!,.    t).'t^  he  s diffeimt 

^..  ..,.1,     fii..-    moainic      ^"'n«if     mr    laujr  stretched 

), ,    ),„,..,   <">'  ""^  *^  ^^^'j^  ^htm  sj^  "KT  oSncd 

,,, rwfr-   A.  »»  J-*"*-      -■-'■  '-r  riw  »»■  «!.■  berhigil 

,„    i,    ^,  f-t>*^-  •"''-  '^-    ^;    :    i~i,3i.  *T^  it  John; 


"^■j*-     A:  itH  a^  ,-;  ntelM 
■ii.  r>-v,Mie  *:  i^iijioi  iuid 

r^:^:vpd  frx'«:  5u.-e.  railed 
lI-'k  frv;rffi  5,-.  iiyrj  »,.  >^inor, 

ij-ir;',."l.   ar.'i   f^iite   ai.r*^Te'i    i-^    h:n.   it  Jul  (Jd 

'l-»rv,  >!,.-  r»,i,/.-rTi-(i  (.ti  tiim  ihe  m,^;  rniri  saffw- 
/jrMi'l  r,rid   U.Jy.  wfiicii  wciv  e«7le<^ilU]r  s*in*  on 

him  ilje  griua-  Vi  \^m  \\.  \>ni'st\^,  vad  thus  his 


^■^,-.^-'-. 

v^^^-"--" 

•'^tri. 

>^..^«. .-..-:.. 

r-r  ...f 

,^,«*.  «*..<-,*,.., 

gr-ai-'e. 

Mat,.>Mei-t' :  >".-i  »! 

-I,    1:^ 

^l^v,,.^  ■,.-:.,„ 

I'-l:  i. 

(^■tte  ;.;.(„.,     J..-a 

',ij.-.;y 

'/C'^t     ] 
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heart  vas  weaned  from  earthly  things,  and  be  was  made 
ready  for  his  early  and  saintly  death,  which  took  pla49e 
about  the  year  1230. 

Refiection. — Do  not  approach  onr  Blessed  Mother  with 
set  prayers  only.  Bo  intimate  wiih  her ;  confide  in  her ; 
commend  to  her  every  want  and  every  project,  Bmidl  as 
well  as  great.  It  is  a  cliildlike  reliance  and  a  trustful  ap- 
peal which  she  delights  to  reward. 

April  B.— ST.  PERPETUUS,  Blihop. 
Ci'T-  PERPcruus  was  the  eighth  Bishop  of  Tours  from  St. 
r^  Gatian,  and  governed  that  see  above  thirty  years, 
from  461  to  491.  when  he  died  on  the  8lh  of  April.  Buring 
all  that  time  he  labored  by  zealous  sermons,  many  synods, 
and  wholesome  regiiUtions,  tolpad  souls  to  virtue.     St.  Per- 


petuus had  a  great  veneration  for  the  Saints,  and  respect 
for  their  relics,  adorned  their  shrines,  and  enriched  their 
chnrchea.  As  there  was  a  continual  succession  of  m\cac\«& 
at  the  tomb  i^  8t  Martin,  Perpetnja  finding  the  <ibwK>v 


U4  tjmji  ricTuiUAL  [apiii.  t 

baitt  bj  St.  Bricius  •'V>  email  Tor  the  conooorae  of  f^e^ 
thM  rM>art«d  ll)i(h-'..  iltfvi't«d  iUenUrgemeni.     Vhea  Ib( 
haiMiDg  lets  F'lislicyl.  tLi>  giiod  bishop  solemnized  Ibe  (Mi- 
otltonof  thten^A  ftiurcb.  and  performed  ihe  ininslaiiaB 
of  Iho  bodf  of  St,  Hartiu.  on  the  4tfa  of  July  in  473 
Sttiiil  rukW  and  tilgtied  his  last  will,  nbicL  ia  srill  exMot, 
nn  the  Isl  of  Uanrh.  4T5.  fifieea  ;eara  before  his  deaO. 
B;  it  tM  romita  all  debu  that  were  owing  to  him :  i 
bariiif;  bK|ii^:(ilted  in  bis  ohtirch  his  library  and  serml 
fanns,  and  settled  a  fund  for  the  maiDt«nauce  of  lamp 
and  the  purohaae  of  sacred  VBSsels.  as  cxx^-asion  might  n 
quire,   he  declares  the    jK"ir  his  heirs.      He  adds  mort 
pathetic  exhortations  to  eoncnrd  and  piety ;  and  liequeadii 
10  his  slSIcr,  Fidin  Julia  Perpetun,  a  litlle  gold  cross,  wili    ' 
relira:  he  Isavca  liv^'i'ii'S  to  several  oilier  friends  and  prieals,    \ 
beKj(iii)(  lit  oaHi  a  iviuemhmnce  of  bira  in  their  ptajera.     1 
Ills  Hiti'i'>nl  t'pitjipli  ii[uiils  him  lo  the  great  Si.  Martin.  ' 

Reflection  — Tlie  sin;irt  of  ]ioverty,  says  a  spiritual  wiitff, 
is  alliiy.H]  I'viTi  nion-  l>y  one  woni  of  true  8yni|>i»lhy  than 
by  tiie  iilms  «,■  j;J'e.  Alms  coldly  and  harshly  given  irri- 
tjue  ra'hiT  ih.tti  sootho.  Even  when  wy  cannot  give,  words 
of  kitiiliu'ss  htv  us  n  prtvions  balm  ;  and  wlicn  we  can  give, 
they  .iri'  thi-  sail  nnd  seasoning  of  our  alms. 

April  9 ST.  MARY  OF  EGYPT. 

•jT'T  tlie  louder  nge  of  iweive,  Mary  lefl  her  falbrr'a 
rJ^^  bouse  ihnl  she  might  sin  without  restraint,  ami  for 
seventeen  years  she  livetl  in  shame  at  Alexandria.  Tbea 
she  iiecompanied  a  pilgrlmitgc  lo  Jerusalem,  and  entangled 
many  in  grievous  sin.  She  was  in  that  city  on  the  Feast  of 
the  Evalialion  of  the  Holy  Cnxsa.  and  went  wiib  the  crowd 
to  the  church  which  contained  tho  precious  wood.  The 
rest  cniereii  and  adored  ;  but  Mary  was  invisibly  held  bact 
In  that  instant  her  misery  and  pollution  burst  upon  her. 
Turning  to  the  Immaculate  Mother,  whose  picture  t&ced 
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left  ttrtttlj  fhnrrbes  (n  AlexuMlria.  vhere  he  bad  founl 
bat  N-r«&.     A  moHwDi  received  frum  St.  John  fire  prmods 
we4gtt  ot  gM  lo  tnj-  menit^ndise.     llaTing  anffirred  sfaip-   j 
wn«k  and  lost  »U.  he  had  xfiun  r«»urse  to  John,  vba  ' 
Mid.    "Soiiw  t4  jxmr  BwKtuDdise  was  ill-gotten,"  and   | 
caro  him  len  poonda  Bore ;  bot  the  noxt  voyage  he  loit  1 
ship  *s  «cll  fts  goods.    John  then  saiti,  "  Tbc  ship  was 
wfimgtullt  [ic<iiDiivd.     Take  Dflwn  poumls  of  goM,  boj 
oom  viih  it,  and  pat  it  oa  one  of  my  ships."     This  lima   .1 
the  iDprchatil  mis  csrnt^  by  the  winilx  without   liis  ow    ' 


Lnowl  idgf  I  t  el«ini.  where  there  was  a  famine  ;  and  he 
sol  1  ih  ei  r  f  r  lis  Tceishi  in  tin,  and  on  his  retnm  be 
f  und  thp  n  ehineeil  to  finest  silver.  St.  John  died  in 
Cjprus,  his  n.itne  plaie.  abotil  the  year  619. 

Reflection. — What  sacriiiees  can  we  make  for  the  poor 
which  will  seem  enough,  when  we  reflect  that  mercy  to 
them  is  our  only  means  of  repaying  Jesus  Christ,  yiho 
eacrifieed  His  life  for  us ! 


April  I0.-8T.  BADEMUS,  Martyr. 
*f>  ADEirrs  was  a  rich  and  noble  citizen  of  Bethlapeta  in 
**^  Persia,  who  founded  a  monastery  near  that  city, 
fhicb  he  governed  with  groat  sanctity.  He  conducted  hia 
religious  in  the  paths  of  perfection  with  sweetness,  pru- 
dence, and  charity.  To  crown  his  virtue,  God  permitted 
him,  with  seven  of  his  monks,  to  he  apprehended  hy  the 
followers  of  King  Sapor,  in  the  thirty-sixth  year  of  his 
persecution.  Be  lay  four  months  in  a  dungeon,  loaded 
with  chains,  during  which  lingering  martyrdom  he  every 
day  received  a  nnmi>er  of  stripes.  Bat  he  triumphed  over 
his  torments  by  the  patience  and  joy  with  whicli  he  suffered 
them  for  Chriitt.  At  the  same  time,  a  Christian  lord  named 
NeraaD,  Prince  of  Aria,  was  cast  i[ito  prison  because  he  re- 
fnsed  to  adore  Ihe  sun.  At  first  li<i  showed  some  ri'solu- 
tioR  ;  bat  at  the  sight  of  tortures  his  constancy  failixl  him, 
and  he  promised  to  conform.  The  king,  to  try  if  his  change 
vtM  sincere,  ordered  Bademus  to  be  Introduced  into  the 
priaoD  of  Nersan,  which  was  a  ciiambcr  in  tlie  royal  palace, 
and  sent  word  to  Neraan  that  if  ho  would  despatch  Bade- 
mas,  be  should  be  rcstorcil  to  his  liberty  and  former  digni- 
ties. The  wretch  accepted  the  condition  ;  a  snord  was  put 
ioto  his  hand,  and  he  advanced  to  [ilungc  it  into  the  breast 
of  the  abbot.  But  ticing  seized  with  a  sudden  terror,  he 
stopped  short,  and  remained  some  time  without  being  able 
to  lift  up  his  arm  to  Birike.  He  had  neither  courage  to  re- 
pent, nor  heart  to  accomplish  hia  crime.  Ho  strove,  how- 
ever, to  harden  himscif,  and  eontiaucd  with  a  trembling 
hiind  to  aim  at  the  sides  of  the  martyr.  Fear,  shame,  re- 
morse, and  respect  for  the  martyr  made  his  strokes  force- 
less and  unsteady;  and  so  great  was  the  number  of  the 
martyr's  wounds,  (hat  the  bystanders  were  In  admiration 
at  his  invincible  patience.  After  four  strokes,  the  martyr's 
head  was  severed  from  the  trunk.  Neraan  a.  short  U^« 
after,  falliiv  >"">  pabHo  disgrace,  perished  by  fbe  swoT<i. 


LtTTLB   PICTOat&L 


The  bod;  of  St.  BadeioiiB  was  reproachfully  cast  oul  of  tbi  | 
city  by  the  infidels,  but  was  secretly  carried  awa;  and  ii 
terred  by  tho  Chrtstians.     Bis  disciples  vcrei  reltased  fnjoi] 


tlieir  cliiiiiis  four  yenrs  aClcrward,  upon  the  death  of  King 
SBjxjr,  St.  Bademus  suffered  od  the  10th  of  April  In  the 
jear  37a. 

Reflection.— Oh  I  whnt  ravishinj;  delights  does  the  sonl 
taste  which  is  acciistomeil.  by  a  familiar  habit,  to  conveiM 
in  the  heaven  of  its  own  iiUcrior  with  the  Tliree  PotBons  of 
the  adortible  Trinity  1  Worldlings  wonder  how  holy  >oli- 
tariea  can  jKisa  their  whole  time  buried  in  the  most  pro- 
found solitude  and  silence.  But  those  who  hare  had  uj 
experience  of  this  liappiness  are  surprised,  with  far  greater 
reason,  how  it  is  possible  that  any  souls  which  are  created 
to  converse  eternally  with  God  should  here  live  in  constant 
dissipation,  seldom  enlertaitiing  a  devout  thought  of  Him 
Whose  charms  and  sweet  conveisation  eteruslly  ravish  all 
tlie  blessed. 


April  II.— ST.  LEO  THE  GREAT. 
*r~'.  KO  vaa  bom  at  Bonie.  He  cmbruecl  the  sacred  min- 
A-^  iatry,  waa  made  archdeacon  of  ihe  Romnn  Church 
1^  8L  Celestine,  and  under  him  and  Sixtua  III.  had  n  large 
Aan  in  goreming  the  Church.  On  the  death  of  Sixlus, 
I«o  was  cboaen  Pope,  and  cons^ratcd  on  St.  Mkhuel'a 
day,  440,  amid  great  joy.  It  was  a  time  of  tcrrihlc  trial. 
Vandals  and'Euna  were  wasting  the  provinceo  of  thn  I'm- 
pire,  and  Neatoriaus,  Pelagians,  and  otlicr  lierctic^  «'niu<;lit 
more  grievous  havoc  auiong  souls.  AVhilst  Ix>o's  7>':il  iiindo 
head  againat  these  perils,  there  arose  the  new  licn-sy  of 
Entychea,  who  confounded  the  two  natures  of  CiiriKt.  At 
once  the  vigilant  pastor  proclaim<rd  the  true diHlrlnu  of  the 
iDcamatiou  in  his  famouq  "tome;"  but  fosti-ri'd  liy  the 


Byzantine  court,  the  liereay  gained  a  strong  hoUl  aniongst 
the  Eastern  monks  and  bishops.  After  three  years  of  un- 
ceaaing  toil,  Leo  brought  atiout  its  solemn  condemnation  by 
the  Council  of  Chalcedon,  the  Fathers  all  signing  bi&  tum«. 


and  exclaimiiig,  "  Peter  lialh  spoken  by  Leo."  Soon  aS\ee, 
Attilft  with  bis  Hnns  broke  into  Itnly.  and  marched  throa^ 
its  buniiitg  citie«  u|)on  Rome.  Lpo  went  out  boldly  to  tnest 
him,  nnd  prevailed  on  him  to  turn  back.  Astonished  to 
see  tlie  t«n-ibla  Attila,  llie  "Sconrge  o(  God,"  fresh  from 
the  siiek  uf  Aquileia,  Miltin,  Pavia.  with  the  rich  priie  at 
Rome  within  his  grasp,  turn  his  great  host  baek  to 
Danube  at  the  Saint's  word,  his  chiefs  asked  him  why  ha 
had  aet4Ml  so  strangely.  He  answerenl  that  be  snw  two 
venerable  personages,  supposed  to  be  Sts.  Peter  nnil  Paul, 
standing  behind  Loo,  and  impressed  by  this  vision  be  «iih- 
drew.  If  [he  perils  of  the  Church  are  as  Rreat  now  a£  in 
St.  IjCii's  d)iy,  St.  Peter's  solicitude  is  not  le.ss.  Two  j-esra 
laliT  iho  oity  fell  a  ])rey  to  the  Vandals  ;  but  even  then 
U'osiivcii  il   from  lifslniction.     He  died  A.D.   461,  hanng 

Reflection. — IjCO  loved  to  ascribe  all  the  fruits  of  his  qd- 
spiiriti;;:  IiiIkh-s  to  the  glorious  chief  of  the  apostles,  who,  be 
oEleu  duduivd,  lives  and  governs  in  his  successors. 

April  I!.— ST.  JULIUS,   Popo. 

^T.  JCLIUN  iva,-;  a  Itoiiiini,  iind  chosen  Pope  on  the  8th  ot 
^  F.'bniiiiy  in  3;lT.  The  Arian  bishops  in  the  East 
sent  to  him  three  deputies  to  accuse  St.  Athanasius,  llje 
zcaliius  Parriareh  tif  Alexandria.  These  accusations,  as  the 
orili'F  of  justice  niiuireil,  Julius  imparted  to  Athanasius. 
wliii  thereupim  sent  his  ilepulics  to  Rome  ;  when,  uiwn  an 
imjiartial  Iicnriug,  the  ailvocati's  of  the  heretics  were  cou- 
fouiided  and  silt'iieo<l  nixni  cverj-  article  of  their  acciaat ion. 
The  Ariaus  ilien  dcnmiidwl  a  council,  and  the  Pope  assem- 
bled one  ill  Urinio  iu  341.  The  Arians  instead  of  appearing 
held  a  pii-tended  council  at  Antioeh  in  341,  in  which  Ihc.v 
presumed  to  appoint  one  Gregory,  an  impious  Arion, 
Bishop  ot  Alexandria,  delained  the  Pope's  legates  beyond 
Ihe  time  menlioned  £or  ll\eit  appearance  ;  and  (hen  wrote 


.  12.1 
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to  bid  Uoliness,  allt^giog  a  i)rvlen(]c(l  impossibility  of  their 
appearing,  on  account  of  tlio  Pcntian  nrar  and  other  im- 
pedimontB.  The  Pope  easily  saw  through  these  pretences, 
and  in  a  council  at  Rfimc  exumined  tlie  cunse  of  St. 
Atbanasins.  declared  him  innocent  of  the  things  laid  to 
bis  charge  by  the  Ariniis,  and  contirraul  liiin  in  his  sec. 
He  also  acciuitted  Marcellus  of  Ancyra,  npijn  his  orthtHlox 
profession  of  faith.     He  drew  npand  sent  by  Count  Gahiau 


to  the  Oriental  Eusebian  bisltops,  vho  had  first  demanded 
a  council  anil  then  refused  to  ajipear  in  it,  an  excellent 
letter,  which  is  looked  upon  as  one  of  tlie  flncst  monu- 
ments of  ecclesiastical  antiquity.  Finding  the  Eusebians 
still  obstinate,  ho  moved  Constans.  Enipenir  of  the  West,  to 
den'-'.nd  the  concurpence  of  hi«  brother  Constantius  in  the 
assembling  of  a  general  conneil  at  Sanlica  in  Illyricnm. 
Tliis  was  opened  in  May  34T,  and  declared  St.  Athanusius 
and  Marcellus  of  Ancyra  orthodox  and  innocent,  degNiscd 
certain  Arian  biahops,  and  fraintnl  twenty-one  cannns  of 
disoiplinc.  Bt.  Julius  rcigne<l  fifteen  yi'am.  two  montba, 
and  six  days,  dying  on  the  IStb  of  April.  8aU. 


■■•  i.p-:*  ■■['  ~r.i,2  -n  tils  pl-:f'?r.tie,  bul  they  were 
rr..^i£>:  anT  ^r.in<L  Ar,.i.  after  a  iwi>  ri^re'  fruit- 
.  i.i-.  *Q[T(:r.'l-nrii  i>a  ih«  as$umnct?  of  a  frW 
ji-fi  safdr  in  ihe  ^-■yal  eamp,  the  kinp  had  him 
f'-n.-rs  and  taai  into  a  foul  dungeon  at  Seville. 
I  iiriirta  werft  in  turn  emplojed  to  shake  his 
■rtii'>iii;j;ild  wnjle  to  his  father  thai  he  held  llie 
.rliiiiK,  mid  prtfcrred  to  lose  sceptre  nnil  life 
i-'iniy  lh(^  triitli  of  God.  At  length,  on  Easter 
Inn  MnMiiii  I'lilered  his  cell,  and  promised  him 
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bis  father^s  pardon  if  he  would  but  receive  Communion  at 
bis  hands.  Hermenegild  indignantly  rejected  the  offer, 
and  knelt  with  joy  for  his  death-stroke.  The  same  night  a 
light  streaming  from  his  cell  told  the  Christians  who  were 
watching  near  that  the  martyr  had  won  his  crown,  and  was 
keeping  bis  Easter  with  the  Saints  in  glory. 

Leovigild  on  his  death-bed,  though  still  an  Arian,  bade 
Recared  seek  out  St  Leander,  whom  he  had  himself  cruelly 
persecuted,  and,  following  Hermenegild's  example,  be  re- 
ceived by  him  into  the  Church.  Recared  did  so,  and  on 
his  £ather*8  death  labored  so  earnestly  for  the  extirpation 
of  Arianism  that  he  brought  over  the  whole  nation  of  the 
Visigoths  to  the  Church.  **  Nor  is  it  to  be  wondered,"  says 
St.  Gregory,  **that  he  came  thus  to  bo  a  preacher  of  the 
tme  faith,  seeing  that  he  wns  brother  of  a  martyr,  whose 
merits  did  help  him  to  bring  so  many  into  the  lap  o(  God*8 
Church.'' 

Reflection. — St.  Hermenegild  teaches  us  that  constancy 
and  sacrilice  are  the  be^t  arguments  for  the  Faith,  and  the 
surest  way  to  win  souls  to  Go<l. 

April  14.-^8T.  BENEZET,  or  Little  Bennet. 

jgfT.  Benezet  kept  his  mother's  sheep  in  the  country, 
^^  and  as  a  mere  child  was  devoted  to  practices  of 
piety.  As  many  persons  were  drowned  in  crossing  the 
Rhone,  Benezet  was  inspired  by  GckI  to  build  a  bridge  over 
that  rapid  river  at  Avignon.  He  obtiuned  tiie  approbation 
of  the  bishop,  proved  his  mission  by  miracles,  and  Iwgan 
the  work  in  1177,  which  he  directed  during  seven  years. 
He  die<l  when  the  difficulty  of  the  undertaking  was  over,  in 
1184.  Tliis  is  attested  by  public  monuments  drawn  up  at 
that  time  and  still  preserved  at  Avignon,  where  the  story  is 
in  everj'lKxly's  mouth.  His  body  was  buri(Kl  uiwn  the 
bri<lge  itself,  which  was  not  comj)letely  finished  l\iV  Iowt 
years  after  his  decease^  the  structure  whereoi  was  aUeu^iiA 


tjrt     fivi>  hundred  yeara. 

■'I'  ^  i-"  V  bridge    fntling  dowi 

c.  ■*  "-i  er->  the  ciilSii  k«s taken 

-      ■*  1^)    3   {i^-tft^nw  of  Ihe  grand 

c    ae  ii\  hiepiscopal  see,  tlw 

N".  ■»    T  u      hi^  lieast  sign  of  comip- 

r>    'vr     t  »  ■-tMind,  and  the  odor 

ij£     J  S  r'_'i         th>>usrh,    throu^  the 

iLuii(,  K~>»  1     •«     t  J      ■"'I.  l«rs  about  the  coffin 

WTv  nii  b   «itoj^i    »    i  -jB-t      Pj«  Ivulv  was  fnuud  in 

Ih^  ■«aine  ■■  u         II  I*"    ^P  Jt-iffhop  'f  Arignon  in  1674, 

■two,  iiT.  01  J    •T.    ''I      I   bo&fc-  {     {  Orange  aod  a  great 

«w<  ai>«;     t      -t       \      .^   in;r'  nurti  tbc  translntion  of  il, 

with  great   t"  ""     1^       l^  vhj-ih     f  [be  C«latioes,  thia 

Onii»r  ha^^t^  'btuced    t  Li-uis    \1\    xbv-  honor  of  bei:^ 

latnisted  with  the  cuiE^It    (  his  r^h-s  till  such  time  M 

the  bn  Ije  aod  chapel  hoald  be  wbuvK 
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Refiectioa. — Let  us  pra^  for  peneveraiice  in  good  works. 
8t.  Augustine  sajs,  "  Wlien  the  Saints  pray  in  the  words 
vhich  Christ  taught,  they  ask  for  little  else  than  the  gift  of 
peraeTeraitcc." 

April  t&— ST.  PATERNUS,  Bithop. 

BT.  PATEBNt's  was  bofii  at  Pi)iIierM,  iilxiut  the  yrar  483. 
His  father,  Patranua,  with  the  eonsent  of  hiM  wife, 
went  into  Ireland,  where  he  ended  his  days  in  holy  solitude. 
Patemns,  fired  by  his  eiample,  emhraced  a  nioiiikstic  lifo  in 
the  abbey  of  Hames.  After  some  time,  burning  with  a 
desire  of  attaining  to  the  perfection  of  Chrisliuii  virtue,  he 
pMBed  over  to  Wales,  and  iti  Cardigansliire  founded  a  mun- 
Mtery  callpd  Llnn-|i;iterii-v;iur,  or  the  church  of  the  grrat 


Patemns.  He  made  a  visit  to  his  father  in  Ireland,  but 
being  called  back  to  his  monastery  of  Marnes,  be  soon  after 
retired  with  St.  Scubilion.  a  monk  of  that  house,  and  em- 
braced an  austere  anchoretical  life  in  the  forests  of  Scicy. 
in  the  diocese  of  Coatancca,  near  the  sea,  bavin);  fm^  oV 


i- 
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taioed  leave  <■(  the  biabop  and  of  the  latd  of  tbe  plaee. 
This  d«ert,  wfaich  was  (lien  of  gnat  extent,  bat  vhidi  Ih 
been  since  fnuliullj  gaiiwd  opcm  by  the  sea,  was  anaenilr 
in  great  reqnest  among  tbe  Drntdo.  8L  Paternus  con- 
verted to  tbe  faith  tbe  idolaters  of  tbat  and  many  nei^- 
boring  parts,  as  far  aa  Bayeuz.  and  prevailed  upon  them  to  ' 
demolish  a  pagan  temple  in  this  desert,  nhichwas  held  in  ' 
great  veneration  by  the  ancient  GanU.  In  hta  i>M  age  he 
nail  consecrated  Bishop  of  Avranches  hy  Gt-nnaaus,  Biabop 
<.f  Rouen. 

Some  false  brelhrea  having  crcaleid  a  diviiaoQ  of  opiniu 
among  the  bishops  of  the  province  with  respect  to  St,  P»- 
ttmnfi.  he  preferred  retiring  rather  than  to  afford  an; 
gTOUD'i  for  dissension,  and,  after  governing  his  dioceee  for 
thirieeii  ye.irs,  he  uitlidrew  to  n  solitude  in  France,  and 
there  ended  his  days  nlxiut  tlic  year  550. 

Reflection, — The  gvciitest  sacrifices  imposed  by  the  love 
of  \'f»ti<\  win  ;i[>]H:'!ir  a»  naught  if  n'e  call  to  mind  the  eiam- 
pie  i>f  Our  Saviiiiir,  and  rememt»i;r  His  wonls,  "Biesscdan 
ihi'  [i.'aociiiakL'rs,  for  lliey  shall  be  called  ihe  cbildien  of 
Go.!,- 

April  16 EIGHTEEN    MARTYRS  OF  SARAGOSSA,  and 

ST.  ENCRATiS,  or  ENCRATIA,  Virgin,  Marlir. 
^^T.  Oi'T.iTis  ami  seventeen  oilier  holy  men  received  tbe 
N^  i-fivnL  iif  nianyrd'im  on  the  same  day.  at  Saragossa, 
under  llie  eiuel  Governor  Dacian,  in  the  jwrsecution  of 
Diocleiiaii,  in  304.  Two  others,  Caiiia  and  Ci-ementius, 
(licil  of  llieir  torments  after  a  second  eonllict. 

The  ('hureh  also  celebrates  on  this  day  the  triumph  of  St. 
Eneralia,  or  Engnitia,  Virgin.  She  ivas  a  native  of  Portu- 
gitt,  ller  father  had  promised  her  in  marriage  to  a  man 
of  qnality  in  Itonsillon ;  but  fearing  the  dangers  and  de- 
BpJHing  the  vanities  of  the  world.  aiLd  resolving  to  preserve 
ber  virfcinity,    in  order  to  appetvt  nmw  «;sN«afale  to  her 
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heftvenly  Spouse  and  >erra  Him  withont  biodnnce,  riw 
stole  from  h«r  fatber's  boiue  and  fled  privateljr  to  SaragoBaa, 
where  tbe  peraecniion  was  hottest,  DDder  the  eyes  of  Da- 
cian.  She  even  reproached  him  vith  his  barbarities,  upon 
which  he  ordered  her  to  be  Ion);  tormented  in  the  most  in- 
htiman  manner  :  her  sides  were  torn  with  iron  honkx.  and 
one  of  her  breasts  was  cut  off,  ao  that  tbe  inner  puiu  of 
her  chest  were  exposed  to  view,  and  part  of  her  livt-r  was 
pulled  ont.     In  this  condition  she  was  sent  back  to  prison. 


being  still  alive,  and  died  by  the  mortifying  of  her  wounds, 
in  304.  The  relics  of  all  these  martjrs  were  found  at 
Samgossa  in  1389. 

Reflection. — Hen  do  not  pursue  temporal  goods  nt  hap- 
hazard, or  by  fits  and  starts.  Let  ua  be  as  punctual  and 
orderly  in  the  service  of  God,  not  casting  about  for  new 
paths,  but  perfecting  our  ordinary  devotions.  If  we  per- 
severe  in  these,  Paradise  is  ours. 


n.^-k  fr.,m  rti':  wili-s  '.f  rlu-  t,.-rf;lics  Valenimy  iiiui  Marfion. 
win.  wiiit'lir  t'.  i''.rriipt  lii^  fitith  in  lln'  L-jipHal  t.f  rhe  world. 
Tl..'  firnt  ibirlysii  hi>!iops  al  Kume,  down  to  Ijberius. 
Jiii'I,  tliii  one  (■^.I'picil,  all  liie  ixipes  in  Syniniachus.  the 
Mflj- H''ii.ri'I.  in  ll>«.  arc  honored  anions  llii>  (Niinis  ;  and 
imr  i.f  t«ii  liiin'lri'd  an-1  f'lrty-eiglit  jmyies,  from  St.  Poiw 
t'l  ricTiii'iii.  Xlll,  wvciily-fiirlit  are  nnnicil  in  tlii^  Rtimna 
Mririiri.l'iity.  In  lint  priinilivo  iifti^.  tlie  spirit  of  fervor 
ftnil  |MTfii-i.  sani'tity.  iviiicli  is  nowadays  so  rarely  to  be 
fimii'l,  tiviM  (■iirisiiiciiirti-i  \\\  tnos^  ol  \.W  taSxWul,  and  e^ie- 
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daily  in  their  pastors.  The  whole  tenor  of  their  lives 
breathed  it  in  such  a  manner  as  to  render  them  the  miracles 
of  the  world,  angels  on  earth,  living  copies  of  their  divine 
Redeemer,  the  odor  of  whose  virtaes  and  holy  law  and  re- 
ligion they  spread  on  every  side. 

Reflection. — If,  after  making  the  most  solemn  protesta- 
tions of  inviolable  friendship  and  affection  for  a  fellow- 
creature,  we  should  the  next  moment  revile  and  contemn 
him,  without  having  received  any  provocation  or  affront, 
and  this  habitually,  would  not  the  whole  world  justly  call 
our  protestations  hypocrisy,  and  our  pretended  friendship 
a  mockery  ?  Let  ns  by  this  rule  judge  if  our  love  of  God 
be  sovereign,  so  long  as  our  inconstancy  betrays  the  insin- 
cerity of  our  hearts. 

April  18.— ST.  APOLLONIUS,  Martyr. 

^^TXABCUS  AuREUUS  luid  persecuted  the  Christians,  but 
^"*  his  son  Commodus,  who  in  180  succeeded  him, 
showed  himself  favorable  to  them  out  of  re^anl  to  his  Em- 
press Marcia,  who  was  an  admirer  of  the  Faith.  During 
this  calm  the  number  of  the  faithful  was  excee<lingly  in- 
creased, and  many  persons  of  the  first  rank,  among  them 
Apolloniu8,  a  Rf)man  senator,  cnlistiKl  themselves  under 
the  banner  of  the  cross.  He  was  a  jK^rson  very  well  versed 
both  in  philosophy  and  the  Holy  Scripture.  In  the  midst 
of  the  peace  wljich  the  Church  enjoyed,  he  was  publicly 
accused  of  Christianity  by  one  of  his  own  slaves.  The  slave 
was  immediately  condemned  to  have  his  legs  broken,  and 
to  Ui  put  to  death,  in  conseciuenco  of  an  edict  of  Marcus 
Aun.Iiiis,  wlio,  without  repealing  the  former  laws  against 
convicted  Christians,  ordered  by  it  that  their  accnseis 
.should  \m}  put  to  death.  The  slave  l)eing  executed,  the 
same  judge  sent  an  order  to  St.  ApoUonius  to  renounce  bis 
religion  as  he  valued  his  life  and  fortune.  Ttie  Saint  cou- 
rageously rejected  sucb  ignominhua  terms  of  safety,  i«\Mitv 


E  <tf  te  teUt  tn  due  badr-    Fh- 


>i^[utt<;.  md  b«he*i&d 


■?  -.■[■  ^ae  Chrb!ti»a  ntigion 
a.  lad  f^vm  ctwm  to  sidi 
•"Jim  ^eir  Ue  lo  truth. 
p!r:>.D.  i^f  nararf,  bat  the 

•r  Chr^strin  ought,  br  his 
asi'City  ^>f  hs  faiih-  Sodl 
L  f  xaI  example,  thai  no 


& 


Ap™  N^ST.  ELPHECE.  Art*bi»hop, 
.  ELTHii.t  Hi*  b>ri  :=  th^  vt?»r  >*4.  <>(  a  noble  Suod 
famuT.      Hr  fif^  be^-aiDe  k  mook  la  the  moDSStfrr 
crharTi,  ccar  Tcvkesborr.  EcgUitd.  u>d  kfiemidi 
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lived  as  a  hermit  near  Bath,  where  he  founded  a  cnm- 
muDitj  under  the  rule  of  St.  Benedict,  and  bi-camo  its  flrat 
abbot.  At  thirty  jears  of  age  be  was  chosen  Biahnp  of 
Winchester,  and  t»'cnty-two  years  later  he  became  Arch- 
biabop  of  Canterbury.  In  1011,  when  tbe  Danes  landed  in 
Kent  and  toolc  the  city  of  Canterbury,  [lulting  all  to  Are 
and  snord,  St.  Elpbege  was  captureil  and  carried  off  in  the 
expectation  of  a  large  ransom.  He  was  unwilling  that  his 
mined  church  and  people  should  bo  put  to  such  cxiwiise, 
and  was  kept  in  a  loatlisomc  prison  at  Grecnwicb  for  seven 
months.  While  so  confined  some  friends  caroe  and  urged 
him  to  lay  a  tax  upon  liis  tenants  to  raise  iho  snm  de- 
manded for  his  ransom.  "  Wlint  reward  can  I  hope  for," 
said  he,  "  if  I  spend  upon  mjsulf  what  belongs  lo  tbe  jMM)r? 
Better  give  up  (o  the  poor  wbat  is  ours,  tban  lake  from 


them  Ibe  little  which  is  their  own."  As  bo  still  refused  to 
give  ransom,  tbe  enraged  Danes  fell  upon  him  in  a  tarj, 
beat  him  wiih  tbe  blunt  sides  of  tbeir  weapons,  and  bruised 
him  with  stones  until  one,  whom  the  Saint  had  beptluA 
shortly  before,  put  »u  end  to  his  sufferings  by  tlia  ^cm  <A. 
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"t-lie  exercise  of  his  sacred  calling.     By  his  pious  example  as 
"Well   as  by  his  earnest  words,  he  converted  many  of  the 
heathens  among  whom  he  lived.     He  was  afterwards  made 
tMshop  of  the  people  whom  he  had  won  over  to  Christ,  but 
the  date  of  his  consecration  is  not  positively  known.    Burn- 
ing with  zeal  for  the  glory  of  God,  he  sent  Vincent  and 
I>oinninu8  to  preach  the  faith  in  those  parts  which  he  could 
not  visit  in  person.     He  died  at  Embrun  about  the  year 
874,  and  was  there  interred.     St.  Gregory  of  Tours,  who 
speaks  of  Marcellinus  in  terms  of  highest  praise,  mentions 
many  miracles  as  happening  at  his  tomb. 

Reflection. — Though  you  may  not  be  called  upon  to 
preach,  at  least  endeavor  to  set  a  good  example,  remember- 
ing that  deeds  often  speak  louder  than  words. 

April  21.— ST.  ANSELM,  Archbishop. 

*TT*NSELii  was  a  native  of  Piedmont.  When  a  boy  of 
i^^3^  fifteen,  being  forbidden  to  enter  religion,  he  for  a 
while  lost  his  fervor,  left  his  home,  and  went  to  various 
schools  in  France.  At  length  his  vocation  revived,  and  he 
became  a  monk  at  Bee  in  Normandy.  The  fame  of  his 
sanctity  in  this  cloister  led  William  Rufus,  when  danger- 
ously ill,  to  take  him  for  his  confessor,  and  to  name  him  to 
the  vacant  see  of  Canterbury.  Now  bcgjin  the  strife  of 
Anselm^s  life.  With  new  health  the  king  relapsed  into  his 
former  sins,  plundered  the  Church  lands,  scorned  the  arch- 
bishop*s  rebukes,  and  forbade  him  to  go  to  Korue  for  the 
pallium.  Anselm  went,  and  returned  only  to  enter  into  a 
more  bitter  strife  with  William's  successor,  Henry  I.  This 
sovereign  claimed  the  right  of  investing  prelates  with  the 
ring  and  crozier,  symbols  of  the  spiritual  jurisdiction  which 
belongs  to  the  Church  alone.  The  worldly  prelates  did  not 
scruple  to  call  St.  Anselm  a  traitor  for  his  defence  of  the 
Pope's  supremacy ;  on  which  the  Saint  rose,  and  with  calm 
dignity  exclaimed,  **  Jf  any  man  pretends  that  I  V\o\a\ja  uvj 


umx  ncToniAL 


[" 


faitli  to  mjr  king  bwaasp  I  wOl  dcM  reject  the  MUborily  <i 
the  Bolf  See  ut  Bo&ie.  let  hiu  lUad  torth.  And  ta  lb«  tuna 
of  Gud  I  will  answer  him  as  I  ought.''  Ko  ooe  fawii  uplte 
cludlange:  and  to  tho  difiappointmect  of  tbe  Ung,  tfal 
barDDA  sided  with  ttw  SiuDt,  for  the;  reapeiifed  bi»  ooangi^ 
and  SAW  that  hia  cause  wa<>  their  oini.     Sooner  than  jiiUt 


--^l 


■m^ 


the  nr  hi  l^ho|)  »(>iit  a^aui  int)  exile  till  dt  laat  the  \ia% 
WAS  obliged  t  >  submit  to  the  fteblc  but  iiifleiible  old  mim. 
In  the  midst  of  his  harassing  cares  bt  ^nselm  found  timo 
for  nntinKS  which  have  made  him  eelebrnted  as  tbe  father 
of  scholastic  theolog}  ,  while  m  metaphysics  and  in  science 
he  had  few  equals.  He  is  yet  more  famous  for  his  devotion 
to  our  blessed  Lady,  whose  Feast  of  the  Immaculate  Con- 
ception he  was  the  first  to  establish  in  tbe  WesL  He  died 
A.  D.  HOB. 

ReflectioD. — Whoever,  like  St.  Anselm,  contends  for  the 
Cliurcb's  rights,  is  fighting  on  the  side  of  God  agAinst  tbe 
tyranny  of  Satan. 
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April  22.— ST.  80TER,  Pope,  Martyr. 

fWT.  SoTERwas  raised  to  the  papacy  upon  the  death  of  St. 
N-'  Anicetus,  in  178.  By  the  sweetness  of  his  discourses 
he  comforted  all  persons  with  the  tenderness  of  a  father, 
and  assisted  the  indigent  with  liberal  alms,  especially  those 
who  suffered  for  the  Faith.  Ho  liberally  extended  his 
charities,  according  to  the  custom  of  his  predecessors,  to 
remote  churches,  particularly  to  that  of  Corinth,  to  which 
he  addressed  an  excellent  letter,  as  St.  Dionysius  of  Corinth 
testifies  in  his  letter  of  thanks,  who  adds  that  his  letter  wns 
found  worthy  to  be  read  for  their  edification  on  Sundays  at 
their  assemblies  to  celebrate  the  divine  mysteries,  together 
with  the  letter  of  St.  Clement,  pope.  St.  Soter  vigorously 
opposed  the  heresy  of  Montanus,  and  governed  the  Church 
to  the  year  177. 

ST.  LEONIDES,  MaKyr. 

^3^  HE  Emperor  Severus,  in  the  ye«ar  202,  which  was  the 
^^  tenth  of  his  reign,  raised  a  blorxly  porsc'cution, 
which  filled  the  whole  empire  with  martyrs,  but  especially 
Eg}pt.  The  most  illustrious  of  those  who  by  their 
triumphs  ennobled  and  edified  the  city  of  Alexundria  was 
Leouides,  father  of  the  great  Origt?n.  He  was  a  Christian 
philoijopher,  and  excellently  versed  both  in  the  i)rofanc  and 
sacred  sciences.  He  had  seven  sous,  the  eldest  of  whom 
was  Origen,  whom  he  brought  up  with  abundance  of  care, 
returning  God  thanks  for  having  blessed  him  with  a  son  of 
such  an  excellent  disixwition  for  learning,  and  a  verj'  grea^ 
zeal  for  piety.  Th<.'se  (lualifications  endeared  hini  greatly 
to  his  father,  who,  after  his  son  was  biiptized,  would  come 
to  his  IxKlsido  while  he  was  asleep,  and,  opening  his  bosom, 
kiss  it  respectfully,  as  being  the  temple  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 
When  the  persecution  raged  at  Alexandria,  under  Lsetuft^ 
governor  of  'Egypt,  in  the  tenth  year  of  Severua^  lieotudKli^ 


i:.  r  ;:  .  -  -:;'ri-.'>r  ..■■■r  _-:n?ii  him  n-^t  lo  forrak^  her.  and 
hii  ipi-T  i«-i!-iri?il'i«N^i  it  the  si^ht  of  ha  f»th«r'3  etaim. 
it'-  waa  f-itvrt!  t^^  l.-.'li  Qp  all  hLs  c!'«hpa  lo  oblige  him  lo 
stay  at  h.  ■me.  S\  n.'t  Vm^  abk  t-j  Jo  any  iDore.  he  «Tote 
a  letwr  t>">  his  fjrh<r>r  if  very  ni'mn^  terms,  stronglf  ei- 
hortlcg  hiiu  to  I<-.>k  vn  rhe  I'rnwn  that  was  offered  him 
with  eoorisB  anil  yiv.  aiMins  this  clause.  ■■  Take  heed,  ht. 
tbat  for  our  sik-^  wu  -lo  not  ch-in^e  yoar  mind,"  Leo- 
nides  was  ac^.r-lindy  Vii^heaJed  for  the  faith  in  202.  Ha 
estates  anii  iroiuls  h^inj  ail  ei>afi5eaied.  nnd  seized  for  the 
emperors  use.  his  wjiiow  wns  left  with  seven  ehildren  to 
maintain  in  the  pxrtsl  condiiion  imaginable;  bat  DiriM 
fVividence  was  both  her  comfort  and  support. 


LITZS  OV  TBK  UINTS. 


April  23.— ST.  GEORGE,  Martjr. 
f"^T.  Geobge  whs  bora  in  Cappadocia,  at  tlio  clow  of 
S-'  the  third  ceotury,  of  Christian  pan-nls.  In  early 
foulb  be  choee  a  soldier's  life,  and  soon  obtained  the  favor 
of  Diocletian,  who  adTaaced  him  to  the  grade  of  tribune. 
Whea,  however,  the  emperor  began  to  persccutu  the  Chris- 
tians, George  rebuked  him  at  once  sl^^rnly  and  o]>uii1y  for 
his  cmeitf ,  and  threw  np  his  commission.  He  was  in  con- 
Beqoence  subjecled  lo  a  lengthened  series  of  toruieiils,  and 
fln&Uy  beheaded.  There  was  something  so  inspiriling  iii  the 
defiant  cheerfulness  of  Hie  joun^  soldier,  that  every  Chris- 
tian felt  a  personal  share  In  this  triumph  of  Clirisliun  font- 
tude ;  and  as  years  mllcil  on  St.  tJi'orge  became  a  type  of 


successful  combat  against  evil,  the  slayer  of  the  dragon, 
the  darling  theme  of  camp  song  and  story,  until  "  so  thick 
a  shade  his  very  glory  round  him  made "  that  bb  real 
lineaments  became  hard  to  trace.  Even  beyond  the  circle 
of  Christendom  be  wae  held  in  booor,  and  m\Bd\nK  fiucv 


?iL 


UTTiA  mrnxKiAi.  [Area  M 

oMu  Uw^t  thoMelTM  to  em|)t  fnm  devoBtiM  Ika 
Uaaee  of  him  tht?  tuQcd  as  liw  ■*  Whice-lratsed  KnigU.'' 
TIm  deTotioa  to  St.  Gflorg«  is  one  of  Um  ttwet  Mxinu  and 
widdj  ^KAd  in  tbe  Cbordi.  In  tbe  Eftst,  &  dianji  of 
St.  U«irfe  is  aacnbed  to  CoasuntiDe,  ftad  his  name  ta 
InToked  In  tbe  maa  sscaeat  Ulmyies :  whilst  ia  tbe  Tesi, 
llali&.  EtarMlooA,  ValeDcis,  Amgon,  Gcaoo,  and  Ki^lsnd 
liave  cbosea  him  as  their  [latroo. 

Reflection. — "  What  shaU  I  say  of  fortitiide,  triUw^ 
whieh  neither  wicdtno  nor  justice  is  of  any  worth  i  Foni- 
lade  ia  not  of  the  body,  bat  is  a  conslancy  of  sool ;  wlvn- 
with  ve  ant  conqaerors  in  rigbteou£ut«s.  [utiipntly  beAT  all 
adversities,  and  in  prosperity  are  not  puffed  up.  IQitt 
fonitiidc  lie  laekj  who  is  overcome  by  priiie,  anger,  gircj^ 
druuki-iiui.-!».  ai^d  tliu  like.  Neither  hikve  tbey  fotlitnda 
wli'.i  «lien  in  n'lvr'Tsiry  iii^ike  shift  to  eseapo  nt  their  aoiA* 
fxi-  dr..- ;    ■•ii..  i  ■■I'l  *iiiiij,  'Fijiir  not  ilioee  wha 

kill  (III'  I".  I  ■^h-  .-'"[].'     In  like  manntc 

thuse  »l]o  :iii>  |iii:ri.(l  u|i  iv,  prijsjierity  and  aba^ndon  tbem- 
Sflvcs  tri  exi-wsm^  j<j\iidilj  t:itiiiol  be  called  strong.  For 
how  cHii  they  Iw  i;ulle<l  strung  who  cannot  hide  and  repress 
ilx'  )ji-iirt's  emotion  ?  Fortitude  is  never  conquered,  or  if 
cumiuirca,  in  not  fortitude.'— -SV.  Brano. 

April  24 ST.  FIDELIS  OF  StCMARINCEN. 

^T~T[nKi-is  wns  born  at  Sigmaringen  in  !JTT.  of  noble 
'-'—I  iHiLTuts.  Ill  liis  jouili  he  frequently  approached 
ilie  B,t(TiiinenIs,  visited  (ho  sick  and  the  |x>or,  and  spent 
inoR'iiver  many  hours  before  the  altnr.  For  a  time  he  fol- 
loH'rii  Iho  legiil  profession,  and  was  remurknble  tor  his 
luivouaey  o""  the  [xior  and  Ins  ruspeotful  lan}^age  towards 
liJM  ojiponeiils.  Finding  it  diflieidt  to  become  both  a  rich 
liiivjer  and  n  good  Christiiin,  Fidelis  entered  the  Capuchin 
(irdcr,  and  enibraeed  a  life  of  austerity  and  prayer.  Hair 
a/iirts,   imii-poitited  girdlca,  aM  d\6^^\vwc»  were  penanew 
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too  light  for  his  fervor ;  and  being  filled  with  a  desire  of 
m&rtf  rdoin,  he  rejoiced  at  being  sent  to  Switzerland  by  tha 
newly-founded  Con^regaiion  of  Propaganda,  and  braved 
every  peril  to  rescue  souls  from  liie  diabolical  lieresy  of 
Calvin.  When  prcaciiing  at  Seviit  he  was  fired  nt  by  a 
Calvinist,  but  the  fear  of  death  could  not  deter  liim  from 


proclaiming  divine  truth.  After  his  sermon  he  was  way- 
laid by  a  body  of  Pn)teitant8  headed  by  a  minister,  who 
attacked  him  and  tried  to  force  him  to  embrace  their  so- 
called  reform.  But  ho  said,  "  I  came  to  refute  your  errors, 
not  to  embrace  them  ;  I  will  never  renounce  Catliolic  doc- 
trine, which  is  the  truth  of  all  ages,  and  I  fear  not  death." 
On  this  they  fell  upon  him  with  their  polgnards,  mid  the 
Crst  martyr  of  Propaganda  went  to  receive  his  palm. 

Reflection. — Wc  delight  in  decorating  the  altars  of  God 
with  flowers,  lights,  and  jewels,  and  it  is  right  to  do  so ; 
but  if  we  wish  to  offer  to  God  gifts  of  higher  value,  let  us, 
in  imitation  of  St.  Fidelis,  save  Ibe  souls  who  \sa,i  tot  ^oa 


would  be  lost ;  1 
jewels  of  paraUisi 


>  sLaJl  oCcr  IIJiu.  as  it  nere,  ilie 


1 


0 


April  2ft.— ST.  MARK,  Eyangelift. 
T.  Mark  wm  oonverteti  to  the  Faith  by  tlie  Priric 


Ihe  Apuslles,  nliom  lie  aflerwurda  acciiiuivuii<M  to 
Rome,  acting  there  as  his  si-iiretary  or  inlerprviiT.  VVlien 
St.  Pet«r  was  writing  his  first  epistle  to  the  cburcttes  of 
Asia,  he  alTectionately  joins  wilh  his  own  enlutnlion  IlAt  l| 
o(  bis  fuitlifiil  (Kimpanion,  wbnin  lie  colls  *'  my  son  Mark.'' 
The  Roman  people  eutreated  St.  Mark  to  put  in  n  ritiug  for  I 


them  ilie  sul>stance  itf  St.  l'ci*'r's  tr(H|uetit  discourses  on 
Our  I/iril's  life.  Tiiis  ihe  Evaiiaelist  did  iimier  the  eye  and 
wilh  ihe  exprpM  saii<lioii  <if  tin;  a|).isilo.  ,ind  every  page  of 
his  hriot  but  graphic  pisin'l  s<>  Inire  the  impress  of  Si- 
Peter's  character,  thnt  the  Fathers  u.icd  lo  name  it 
"  Peter's  Gospel."  St.  Mark  was  iiow  seat  to  Egypt  to 
found  the  Church  of  Ale.'ianilria.  Here  his  disciples  be- 
came (he  wonder  of  U>e  ■woTV'i.  lu^  X'cicvt  \-vtHv  aod  asccii- 
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«ism,  so  that  St.  Jeroino  speaks  of  St.  Hark  as  Ihe  father  of 
the  anchorites,  who  at  a  later  time  thronged  the  Egypti&n 
deserts.  Here,  loo,  he  set  up  the  Unit  Cliristian  school,  tho 
fruitful  mother  of  mnay  illustrious  doctors  and  bishops. 
After  governing  his  see  for  many  yeara,  St,  Mark  was  one 
day  seizid  by  the  htathen,  dragged  by  ropes  over  stonee, 
and  thrown  into  prison.  On  the  morrow  the  torture  was 
re)>ented,  and  having  been  consoled  by  a  rlsion  of  angels 
and  the  voice  of  Jesus,  St.  Hark  went  to  his  reward. 

It  in  to  St.  Mark  that  we  owe  the  many  slight  touches 
irhich  oftL-n  give  such  vivid  coloring  to  the  Gospel  scenes, 
and  help  us  lo  picture  to  ourselves  the  very  gestures  aad 
looks  of  our  blessed  Lord.  It  is  he  alone  who  notes  that  in 
tbe  tamptation  Jesus  was  "  with  the  iMuists  ;"  that  He  slept 
in  the  boat  ''on  a  pillow  ;''  that  He  "  embracml  "  the  little 
children.  He  alone  preserveH  for  us  th(^  commanding  words 
'•peace,  be  still !'' by  which  the  storm  was  quelled:  or 
even  the  very  sounds  of  His  voice,  the  "Ephphetu"  and 
"Talitha  cumi,"  by  which  the  dumb  were  made  to  speak 
and  the  dead  to  rise.  So,  loo.  the  "  looking  round  about 
irith  anger,"  and  th3  "sighing  deeply,"  long  irojisured  in 
thft  memory  of  the  penitent  apostle,  who  was  himself  eon- 
TCTted  by  his  Saviour's  look,  are  here  rccoi-ded  by  his  fiiiih- 
fol  interpreter. 

Reflection. — Learn  from  St.  Hark  to  keep  the  image  of 
tbe  Bon  of  man  ever  before  your  mind,  and  to  ponder  every 
syllable  which  fell  from  His  lips. 

April  26.-8TB.  CLETUS  and  MARCELLINUS,  Popst, 
Martyrs. 
f-f  T.  Cletub  was  the  third  Bishop  of  Rome,  and  suc- 
F^  ceeded  St.  Linus,  which  circumstance  alone  shows 
faia  eminent  virtue  among  the  Brst  disciples  of  St.  Petor 
in  the  West.  He  sat  twelve  yean,  from  7ft  to  Kft.  1\a 
canon  of  tbe  Somsn  Masa,  Beds,  and  othei  ntan^rcAti^Xk, 


Ml  ijTTijt  ncTOKLU.  [afhu.  M 

style  bim  a  manir.     Re  was  baried  near  St.  Linus,  Id 
the  Vaiican.  and  hU  relim  still  remain  in  that  chnrch. 

St.  Marcellinuj:  sucoeeded  St.  Caius  in  the  bishopric  of 
Rnme  in  i9<i.  ahont  the  time  that  Diocletian  set  himwlf  np 


'■7  ii 

titr  :i  lii'iry.  iiikI  iiiiiii.in>ly  el.iiiii''<l  diviiio  linn.irs.  In  those 
BiiiriMV  (iiMfs  i.f  jiiT-ii-i'iilion  Miiri'eDicLUs  a.-iiiiired  Kreat- 
pliiry.  111.'  sill  ill  Sr.  IVti-r'.*  di.iir  cij-lit  years  tliree  months- 
and  uviTity-livi:  lUiys,  ilyiu.ij;  in  a04,  11  year  after  the  cnie^ 
|ifisi'r-iiitiiri  Uri'kc  mil.  in  ivliich  he  Kaiiie<l  much  honor.  Ha* 
!i;is  lit>'n  .-lylirii  u  niiirtyr,  though  his  blood  was  not  slied  ii^ 
ihiTjiiisecl'  rflisiion. 

Reflection.— It  is  a  fiimljiniOTital  mjisim  of  tlio  Christian  ' 
niiiriility,  nml  n  triiih  nhieh  Christ  lias  established  in  the- 
di'iii'rsf  Ir'i-ijis  ;ini1   ill  iiiiiiimrntlilc  passii^i's  of  the  Gospel, 
lh,-ir  ilif.TiK-s<.['..iitT.rii,-s  iiiiri  iinirtilk.itiori  are  the  road 
1.1   .■i,.nii.l   lili>s.      Tiii'v,    i)uT.'f.iri.'.   who  lejid  not   hero  ft   ■ 
erurilSnt  ritul  ni.irlilLrcl  1ir.>  an*  iinwortliy  ever  to  pa-wes9 
Ihn  iiiis|ieakiibli' jovaof  lli.^*  kiugiiimi.     Our  Lord  Himself, 
mir  niixlel  and  our  head,  wiilliiii  iti  tliis  path,  and  His  great 


Apostle  puU  us  in  miod  that  He  entered  into  UisB  only  bj 
His  blood  and  by  the  cross. 

April  37.— ST.  ZITA,  Virgin. 
E^'ITA  lived  for  forty-eight  years  in  the  serrico  of  Fatt- 
■^  *  nelli,  a  citizen  of  Lucca.  During  this  time  she  roso 
each  morning,  while  the  household  were  nalcep,  to  hear 
Mass.  and  then  toiled  tiicossantly  till  ni);lit  came,  doin;;  th« 
woric  of  others  as  ntiU  as  her  own.  Once  Zita,  absorbed  in 
prayer,  remained  in  church  past  the  usual  hour  of  her 
bread-makinfr.  ghe  hastened  home,  repronchiiiK  herself 
with  nt^Iect  of  duty,  and  found  tlie  bread  made  and  ready 
Cor  the  oren.  She  never  doubted  that  her  mistress  or  one 
4tf  her  servants  hod  liiieaded  it,  and  going  to  them,  thanked 
;  but  they  were  astonished.    No  human  being  had 


made  the  bread.     .^  del  c     is 

angels  ha'l  maiie  itdiiriiig  her  priyer 

ter  and  mistress  treated  her  as  a  mere  drudge,  white  twi 

CsUow-serrants,  naentiog  her  diligence  as  ft  le^roacb  to 
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thenia^lvea,  insulted  sod  eIraciL  her.  Zita  naitcd  (1 
■itfferiitgH  wiih  tboKP  of  Christ  ber  Lord,  nerer  obugiig 
the  BWeet  tone  of  her  voice,  nor  forgetting  bcr  t^enik  lad 
quiet  wayi.  At  length  Fniinelli,  seeing  the  enceess  kIuA 
Attended  her  undertaldneti,  gaTe  ber  chai^  of  bis  cliiliiTik 
and  of  the  hoiuiehold.  She  dreaded  this  dignitj  more  1h«n 
the  worst  humiliation,  hot  scmpidously  fulfilled  bcr  tros. 
Bj'  lier  holy  cconom;  ber  master's  goods  were  malliptlnJ, 
while  the  poor  were  fed  »t  his  door.  Graditally  ber  anfa!- 
ing  patience  eotiquored  the  jealousy  of  her  fellow-serrantj, 
and  she  liecame  their  advocate  with  their  hot-iempcrrf 
muster,  who  dared  not  give  way  to  his  anger  lieforp  Zila. 
In  Hie  end  her  prayer  and  toil  sanctiQed  the  whole  hoose, 
and  drew  down  upon  it  the  benediction  of  Ilearen.  Shft 
dicit  A.n.  127^,  iiiid  in  llic  mom('nt  of  her  ili'iLth  a  liright 
flliir  iiii[)c';inn;^  ;ii"ivc  iier  ultiu  showed  that  shi>  had  jraitied 
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a  series  of  creases  tried  the  reality  of  his  vocation, 
iiis  first  companions,  save  his  brother,  deserted  him ; 
>overeign  Pontiff  refused  him  an  audience  ;  an<l  it  was 
after  a  delay  of  seventeen  years  that  the  Papal  appro- 
m  was  obtained,  and  the  first  house  of  the  Passionists 
Oldened  on  Monte  Argentario,  the  spot  which  Our  Lady 
pointed  out.  St.  Paul  chose  as  the  badge  of  his  Order 
>art  with  three  nails,  in  memory  of  the  sufferings  of 
s,  but  for  himself  he  invented  a  more  secret  and  dura- 
sign.  Moved  by  the  same  holy  impulse  as  Blessed 
ry  Su.so,  St.  Jane  Frances,  and  other  Saints,  he  branded 
is  side  the  Holy  Name,  and  its  characters  were  found 
3  after  death.  His  heart  beat  with  a  supernatural  pal- 
ion,  which  was  especially  vehement  on  Fridays,  and 
leat  at  times  was  so  intense  as  to  scorch  his  shirt  in  the 
)n  of  his  heart.  Through  fifty  years  of  incessimt  Ixxlily 
,  and  amidst  all  his  trials,  Paul  read  the  love  of  Jesus 
ywhere,  and  would  cry  out  to  the  flowers  and  grass, 
1 1  be  quiet,  be  quiet,"  as  if  they  were  repmaching  him 
ingratitude.  He  died  whilst  the  Passion  was  being 
to  him,  and  so  passed  with  Jesus  from  the  cross  to 
y. 

ST.  VITAL  IS,  Martyr. 

T.  ViTAUS  was  a  citizen  of  Milan,  and  is  said  to  have 
l>een  the  father  of  Sts.  Gervasius  and  Protasius.  The 
le  providence  conducted  him  to  Ravenna,  where  he  saw 
iri.stian  named  Ursicinus,  who  was  condemned  to  loee 
head  for  his  faith,  standing  aghast  at  the  sight  of 
h.  and  seeming  ready  to  yield.  Vitalis  was  extremely 
»h1  jit  this  sjieetacle.  He  knew  his  double  obligation  of 
erring  the  glory  of  God  and  the  eternal  salvation  of  his 
hhtT  to  his  own  corporal  life  :  he  therefore  lK>ldly  and 
essfully  encourage]  Ursicinus  to  triumph  over  death, 
after  his  martyrdom  carried  off  his  body,  anii 


Tlio  Judg«,  wboae  ouat  «m  IWI- 
I  of  Litia,  cRiiW!>l  Viialm  lo  be  m>*- 
n  rlin  ruck.  Aod,  &ri«r  ofber  lonMtn, 

ki  W  li4inn)  nhvr  in  n  [ilure  called   the  Pkln-tttK,  IB  Bk- 

TCDtiiL      Ha   »if.\   V^ili'rin,  returning  fr 


His  Hp!-' 


limI  till  oaUi'd  (o  tlic  sacrifice  of  tnnt- 
K'uihI  III  mnkt'  our  livys  a  continued 
.■s  Ik  (itxi.  ami  to  perform  every  action 
11  of  siu-iirniv  Thus  we  sJmll  boili  live 
iTfi-i-ily  rfsiyiied  to  His  lioly  will  iD  »11 


April  29.-ST.  PETER,  Martyr. 
*x*s  I20:>  tin-  Kl..n..iH  nuivtvr  PcUt  was  boni  ut  Verona  of 
•^     liL'ri'iii-iil  |iari'iiis.     Hi-  woiil  lo  a  Catholic  school,  »zd 
bis  Uaniebeau  Hiicle  iiskpil  what  he  learnt.     '-  The  Crwd." 
answered  Pcler ;  "  I  believe  it\  Gixl,  Creator  of  Lcnven  tui 


ATKII.  S9.]  ISTMB  ur  TlIK  SAIimL  SCI 

earth,'*  No  persuasion  could  shake  his  faith,  and  at  flftMn 
he  received  the  liabit  from  St.  Dominic  himself  at  Bologna. 
After  ordination,  be  preached  to  the  heretics  of  I^omhardy, 
and  converted  multitudes.  St.  Peter  was  constantly  obliged 
to  dispute  with  heretics,  and  altliough  he  was  able  to  con- 
found them,  still  the  devil  took  occasion  thence  to  tempt 
him  once  against  faith.  Instantly  ho  hiid  n^course  to 
prayer  before  an  image  of  Our  Lidy,  and  heard  a  voice 
saying  to  him  the  words  of  Jesus  Christ  in  the  (i()8|m»1,  **  I 
have  prayed  for  thee,  Peter,  that  thy  faith  may  not  fail ; 
and  thou  shalt  confirm  thy  brethren  in  it.**  Once  when 
exhorting  a  vast  crowd  under  the  burning  sun,  tho  hi^rt^tics 
defied  him  to  procure  shade.  IIo  prayeilf  and  a  cloiul  ovor- 
ahailowed  the  audience.  In  spite  of  his  sanctity,  ho  was 
foully  slandered  and  even  punished  for  immorality.  He 
submitted  humbly,  but  coniplainiMl  in  prayer  ti>  JiHius  cruci- 
fied. The  crucifix  spoke,  **  And  I,  Peter,  what  did  1  do?** 
Every  day,  ns  he  elevated  at  Mass  the  prtK'ious  bIoo<l,  he 
prayed,  **  Grant,  I>oix],  that  I  may  die  for  Th«*e,  Who  for 
me  didst  dii>.'*  His  prayer  wtis  answercMl.  The  heretics, 
confounded  by  him,  sought  his  life.  Two  of  them  attacked 
him  as  he  was  returning  to  Milan,  and  struck  h'w  hoad  with 
an  axe.  St.  Prter  fell,  commended  liimself  to  (ichI,  dip|>ed 
his  linger  in  his  own  blood,  and  wrote  on  the  ground,  ^*  I 
believe  in  God,  Creator  of  heaven  and  earth.'*  Th«*y  then 
stabbe<l  liim  in  the  side,  and  he  receiverl  his  crown. 

Reflection. — From  a  boy  St.  Peter  lx)ldly  prr)feMH<Ml  his 
faith  among  heretics.  He  spent  his  life  in  preaching  the 
Faith  to  heretics,  and  receive<l  the  gloriou.s  and  long-de- 
sired crown  of  martyrdom  frf>in  hen^ties.  Wo  are  sur- 
rounded by  heretics.  Are  we  courageous,  firm,  zc*alouB, 
full  of  prayer  for  their  convcreion,  uufiiuching  i*)  our  pro- 
fession of  faith  ? 


ST.  HUGH,  Abbot  of  Ctuny. 

o£t.  Hugh  was  a.  prince  related  to  the  sovereign  hon 
y^  ot  the  dukes  ot  Burgundy,  mid  had  his  edncatit 
uniltT  the  tuition  of  his  pious  mother,  and  under  the  ca 
of  Hugh,  Bishop  ot  Aunerre,  his  great-unde.  From  b 
infancy  lie  was  exceedingly  given  to  prayer  and  meditatio 
and  his  life  was  remarkably  innoceot  and  tioly.  One  da 
bcarinL-  an  account  of  the  ivonderful  sanctity  of  the  monl 
of  Cluny,  under  St.  Odilo,  lio  was  so  moved  that  he  set  oi 
that  moment,  and  going  thilhcr,  humbly  begged  the  monn 
tic  habit.  After  .1  rigid  novitiate,  he  made  his  professic 
in  loan,  being  sixteen  years  old.  Hia  eitraordinary  virtui 
especially  bis  admimble  humility,  obedience,  charity,  swee 
ness,  prudence,  and  zeal,  gained  him  the  respect  of  tb 
whole  commuuity ;  and  upon  the  death  of  St.  Odilo.  i 
1040,  though  only  twenty-five  years  old,  he  succeeded  I 
the  government  ot  that  great  abbey,  which  he  held  si«t) 
two  years.  lie  received  to  the  religions  profession  Hugl 
Duke  of  Bnrgundy,  and  died  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  April 


n  IIM,  aged  eighty-five.     He  was  ca::3nizc<l  twelve  years 
iftcr  his  death  by  Pope  C'alixt  lis  II. 


April  30.-ST.  CATHERINE  OF  SIENA. 

aATHERINE.  the  iliiiiKlitt'i'  cif  »  liiiirilil)'  tnitli'Hiiiun,  Will 
DUHed  ii]!  lo  In-  the  >.'uiilt'  nii'l  giiiinluiri  uf  tin-  ('liiin^h 
.n  one  of  the  diirkesc  jx'riiHh  nt  its  hisl<iry.  Ilii-  fourtitiiitl. 
wntuiy.  As  11  cliilil,  pmyer  «iis  li.-r  ili'li^flit,  Sli.!  would 
iHjr  the  ■•  lliiil  Mary"  on  <;ai-h  Hiip  as  ^^n■  iiiciuiiii'it  the 
Itairs,  and  u:im  ;;r.iiir<'<l  in  rt'iviinl  »  vtKioii  nf  CljriNt  in 
^017.  When  but  wtveii  years  uliI,  hUk  uv.uU-  n  vow  of  vir- 
jinity,  mid  !irii'rH;irris  ciiilnn-d  biiti-r  jN'ru'-i'iiiiuri  for  le- 
CuaiiiK  lo  iimrry,  <fiir  Uin\  n»\t'.  Iiit  IlisHt'iirl  iji  i-xi'Unutin 
for  her  own.  <-oi[injiiiii<'iiti'<l  Ikt  with  Mis  own  Ii^iikIs.  ii[i<l 
stamped  on  her  body  the  jirint  of  His  woiimls.     Al  tin-  :it:ir 


of  lifii'.ii  .^b.;  mt.ri'il  ilio  Tliinl  Unlt-r  of  St.  Dnininic,  but 
continued  to  rcAJito  in  lior  fiiilit-r's  sho[>,  when-  sin-  united  a 
lifi-  "f  active  I'lmrlly  ui[li  rlii-  pruyf-r  of  11  i^mrt-nipUiliVA 
Saint,     from  lliis  (ilwcurt-  homi:  the  semiihie  virgm  waa 


^ 


May  U  -STS.  PH4UP  unt  iAMES,  AoceWs. 


-  F. 


jVWw  and  Uw  pn-i.hftia 


i3i.«*a  ■iisticles  o^  ChrsL 
o  'jA^Jiw  <>ir  L-rf  fooml 

s  i..-;u  anii  chanty  soa^t  lo  "in 
■-  IV-  have  foood  Him  uf  Tboni 
■ii4  ntw*,  l'»xtt  it  KaEUvcbi* 
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and  when  Nathaniel  in  wonder  asked,  "  Can  any  good 
come  out  of  Naiaretht"  Philip  simplj  answered.  "Como 
and  see.''  and  bronght  him  to  Jesus.  Another  cbaiaoler- 
iatic  saving  of  this  apostle  ia  preserved  for  ua  by  St,  Jubn. 
Chridl  ia  His  last  di»xiuTse  had  spoken  of  His  Father  :  and 
Philip  ejclaiTucd,  ia  the  fervor  of  bis  ibirst  for  God, 
"  Lord,  show  lis  the  Father,  and  il  is  enough." 
St.  James  the  Leas,  the  author  of  an  inspired  epistle, 


was  also  ono  of  the  Twelve.  St.  Pniil  tella  us  that  he  ivn9 
favoretl  by  a  special  appiirition  of  CI irist  after  the  Resur- 
rection.  On  the  di.spersion  of  the  apostles  amimg  the 
nations,  St.  James  was  left  as  Bishop  of  Jerusjilem ;  and 
even  the  Jews  held  in  such  high  veiierntiim  bis  pnrity, 
roortiliciition,  and  prayer,  that  they  named  him  the  Just. 
Tbe  earliest  cjf  Church  histori.ins  has  baruiiil  down  many 
tradilions  of  .St.  James's  sanctity.  He  wns  always  a  virgin, 
says  Hegcsippus,  and  consecrnlcd  to  Gixl.  IIu  drank  no 
wine,  wore  no  sandals  on  hw  feet,  an<l  but  a  single  gar- 
ment on  his  body.  He  prostrated  himBcK  so  much  Vn 
pra/er  Ihat  tie  skin  of  bis  IrneCH   was  hudeaed  \^«  at 
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ph    ••■\i  iii/M  ai'iijc,  llip  whole  bnint  of  the  Ari 

nniPi rill'  riMpiT-jr    r,ri!iTeil  the  Palriiirch   .it  Con- 

iitii><i|<l''  til  rl'i  nil.  Till-  wrclrlied  heresiareh  liwk  an 
l>  ll.rii  li-  liK'l  itlways  l...>lie\-o.l  na  Ilie  Chiireh  beli^v,*: 
I  ilii'  imiriiifh,  iiffiT  \!,'w\\  iisinR  pvery  rff.trt  to  nrnte 

V'T'T.  l>jul  ivri.iirM-  to  fiistinK  and  prayer.  Dial  (i(-l 

i)l>l  av.iil  fniiii  ilif  Chiiri'li  tlie  frinlilfiil  sacrilose.  Th? 
riiliiti  for  lh('  mAi-mtt  eWtMi'^e  t>\  K,t\Mi  \Wo  the  grMl 
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cburcU  of  S.iiict»  Sopbia.  The  hmsiiirch  and  his  pnH;r  Mt 
out  gliul  iiikI  ill  iriiiQipb.  But  before  ho  n>arlii>d  lh« 
cliurch,  Oi':iiU  Simile  bim  swiiily  niid  nwfully,  ami  tho 
dreaded  g;i<.-t'ilc):i-  w.-ts  averted.  St.  Albaiuwius  siood  uii- 
morc-d  apiinst  four  Koinan  eni|H'nira;  wna  Uiiiiiibed  flvo 
timi-a;  wiis  tlic  imit  of  every  insult,  ualunitiy,  and  wrong 
the  Ariiiiis  ('•itilcl  di-vj$e,  and  lived  in  c<iiist:int  ]wril  of 
dentil.  Tliiiii^'li  Itini  :ifl  ndaiiuiiit  in  di-reiioe  nf  ilio  Finlh, 
lie  vcus  nieek  aud  bumble,  pb-asnut  and  wimiinK  hi  am- 


verae,  belmeil  liy  his  flock,  uiiwi-aried  in  bibom,  in  tiniyor, 
in  mortificiitions.  nnd  in  ze.il  fnr  hdiiIr.  In  Ibe  yviir  ^73 
his  stormy  life  diMed  in  penei-,  miher  that  bis  |My)]i]e  wonld 
hnve  it  flo  lliaii  llial  Iiia  enemies  «'■■»>  wenry  nf  |)i-rNecuti!ijj| 
bim.  He  left  In  rbc  rinircli  the  whole  nnd  aneiinl  Fnilh. 
defende<]  ntid  expbiiued  i:i  u'ritinf>ti  rich  in  Ibnntthi  and 
learning,  clear,  k^riMi,  amt  stately  in  expn-minn.  He  ia 
lionored  as  one  'if  the  gre.ilcst   of  Itje  TKjclors  of  (he 

ReBection.— The  Callmlic  Fnilli,  wiya  Ht.  An(p»rt\w,,\» 
more  precious  far  tbaa  ail  the  riches  and  Itwkutck  tf 
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„„j«  and  greater  iban  «n  iis  boDo 

__  ^ , Tlita  it  )■  wliieli  uvn  einnecs,  five 

to  th«  blind,  mtocM  praiWiiU,  perfMla  tbe  joiU,  i 
n  of  DMiljn, 


May  a.-THE  OISCOVERT  OF  THE  HOLY  CROSS. 
^^OD  tiAriug  rrstored  pence  to  His  Cburch,  b;  t^ialtii^ 
^Sf    CotuAanUmt  tbe  Grval  (o  the  imperial  tLront.  tlmt   i 
ptotts  prtnoe,  wbo  bad  triatnphed  over  his  enemies  b;  tb*    i 
mlncohnu  |»<K»r  of  lb«  cram,   vas  very  dc«iroi»  o(  «fr    | 
pmsing  his  vMietMion  Tor  ibe  holy  places  whicb  had  been 
b<>iii>nHl  unil  Minclifled  by  tlie  presence  aiiJ  safferin^  ol 
or,'  '0,;;,  I  ';,  '.  .viipr  OH  enrih,  anil  nccordinglj  nednd 
!■  ■  :ir  fhnrcli  iii  (li«  oily  iif  Jernsalcm.    8L 

llrlvii.  Uk>  t!iii"'r.>r's  iiiollipr,  desiring  to  visit  tbe  holj 
pl^iivs  tlioTf.  iiml.Ttook  n  journey  iuto  Palestine  in  8H| 
ilimicti  ni  tli!ir  lime  near  eisiily  years  of  age  ;  andoDhff 
nrriv.il  ;it  ,l.Tus;ik'm  v.ts  inspired  with  a  great  dwn 
lo  find  llio  idfnlic;il  cross  on  which  Clirist  had  saCtatd 
f.ir  .>iir  sins.  But  thpro  was  no  mark  or  tradition, 
pvfn  nmnnjTii  the  Clirisiinns.  to  sliow  where  it  lay.  V» 
hcnllions.  <iiil  nf  an  aversion  lo  Christianity,  had  dMM 
what  [hi'V  conid  lo  ronci'a!  tlio  place  where  Our  Saviour 
WHS  buried,  by  licnpin};  on  it  a  great  quantity  of  stones 
nml  rubbish,  anil  building  on  it  a  temple  to  Venus,  TbeJ 
had,  moreover,  creeled  a  slalue  of  Jupiter  in  the  place 
where  Our  Saviour  rose  from  the  dead.  Helen,  to  carry 
out  lior  pious  design,  eoiisulled  every  one  at  Jerusalem  and 
near  it  whom  she  thought  likely  to  assist  her  in  findiog 
out  the  cross  -,  and  was  credibly  informed  thai,  if  she  ceald 
find  out  iho  Ge|iulL'hrc,  she  would  likewise  find  the  insim- 
ments  of  the  punishment ;  it  being  the  custom  among  tba 
Jews  10  make  a  hole  near  the  place  where  the  body  of » 
criminal  was  buried,  and  to  Ihrow  inio  it  whatever  be- 
hngLii  to  tiis  execulioTi.     TVie  'pvaus  empress,  therefore. 


MAT  >.]  LITM  aw  TRB  UIHTI.  SOS 

ordered  the  profane  buiMiogB  to  be  palled  down,  the 
statues  to  be  broken  in  pieces,  and  the  rubUsfa  to  be 
removed ;  and,  apon  digging  to  a  great  depth,  the  holj 
sepulchre,  and  near  it  three  croesee,  also  tbe  nails  which 
had  pierced  Onr  Savioor's  body,  and  the  title  which  had 
been  flied  to  His  cross,  were  found.  By  this  diecorery 
they  knew  that  one  of  the  three  crosses  was  that  which 
they  were  in  quest  of,  and  thiit  the  others  belonged  to  the 
two  malefactors  between  whom  Our  Saviour  had  been  cruci- 


fied- But,  as  the  title  was  found  separate  from  the  cross, 
it  was  ilitlicult  to  dititinguish  which  of  the  thn'e  crossi!3  was 
that  on  which  our  divine  Redeemer  connummiitcd  Ilia  sac- 
rifice for  the  salvation  of  the  world.  In  this  perplexity  the 
holy  Bishop  Macarius,  knowing  that  one  of  the  principal 
Isdics  of  tliu  city  lay  extremdy  ill,  nu^gestcd  to  the  em- 
press to  cause  the  three  ernsBCS  to  be  cnrricd  to  the  sick 
I>eraon,  not  donliting  but  God  would  discover  whicb  was 
the  cross  they  sought  for.  This  being  done,  St.  Uacarius 
Prayed  that  God  would  have  regard  to  their  laitb,  mi4, 
4Iter  his  prayer,  applied  tbe  crosses  singly  to  the  p&,ti«aV, 


; 


who  teas  immediately  and  perfectly  recovered  by  ihe  toudi 
of  <iDc  ot  tlid  three  crosses,  the  other  two  hnviiig  Ixiin  trinl 
witliuut,  efficl.  St.  Helen,  full  of  joy  at  having  found  tlie 
treasure  which  she  had  so  eiiruestly  sought  tind  so  highly 
eslecmed,  built  n  church  ou  the  spot,  snd  lodged  the  rruas 
there  with  great  TeneratiDii,  having  provided  an  e):tnu)^ 
dinnrily  rich  cose  for  it.  Site  afterwards  carried  parinf  it 
to  Ihe  Emperor  CouBtaiitiiie,  then  at  Couelantittople.  nho 
receiv<;d  it  with  great  venemiiou  ;  another  part  she  seui  or 
rather  carried  to  Borne,  to  be  placed  in  the  church  which 
she  had  built  there,  called  Of  the  Holy  Cross  of  Jerusairm, 
where  it  remains  to  this  day.  The  title  wiis  seat  by  il. 
Helen  to  the  same  church,  and  jiluced  on  the  top  of  nn 
arch,  where  it  was  found  in  n  case  of  lead  in  1493.  T)i« 
inscription  in  Hebrew,  Gi-eek,  and  Latin  is  in  red  letters, 
and  the  wood  was  whiifnwl.  Tims  it  was  in  1493  ;  bul 
these  colors  are  since  fiiOed.  Aliio  thi'  words  Jesus  and 
Jiuiitarum  are  eaten  away.  The  board  is  nine,  but  mufi 
have  been  twelve,  inches  long.  The  main  part  of  the  crosr 
St.  Helen  inclosed  in  a  silver  shrine,  and  commitlcd  it  lo  tbi 
care  of  St.  Macarius,  that  it  might  be  delivered  down  Ic 
posterity,  as  an  object  of  veneration.  It  was  nccordinglj 
kept  with  singular  care  and  respect  in  ihe  niagniftoeni 
church  which  she  nrid  her  son  built  in  Jerusaleni.  8l 
Paulinus  relates  th»t,  though  chips  were  almost  daily  cui 
off  from  it  and  given  to  devout  persons,  yet  the  sacrec 
— ooti  suffered  thereby  uo  diminution,  ll  is  afRrme<)  by  St 
Cyril  of  Jerusalem,  twenty-five  years  after  the  discovery 
that  pieces  of  the  crops  were  spread  all  over  the  earth  ;  bi 
compares  (his  wonder  to  Ihe  miraculous  feeding  ot  flv( 
thousand  men,  as  recorded  in  the  Gospel.  The  discover; 
of  the  cross  must  have  happened  about  the  month  of  May 
or  early  in  the  spring  ;  for  St.  Helen  went  the  same  yeai 
to  Constantinople,  and  from  Ihence  to  Rome,  where  shi 
died  in  the  arras  of  her  son,  on  the  ]8th  of  Angazt,  836. 


uvEa  OF  -rm  unmi 


ReSection. — In  evety  pious  undertakiiig  the  be^nnliig 
merely  does  not  Buffice.  "  Vboso  alisll  persevere  nnto  the 
end,  he  shall  bo  saved." 


May  4^8T.  MONICA. 
^"T^osici,  the  motbor  of  St.  Augustine,  was  born  In  833. 
^'^  Afler  a  girlhood  of  singular  innocence  and  ptety, 
she  n-as  given  in  marriage  to  Patritius,  a  pagan.  She  nt 
once  devoled  herself  to  hia  conversion,  praying  for  him 
always,  and  winning  his  reverence  and  love  by  the  holi- 


•eas  of  her  life  and  ber  affectionate  forbearance.  She  was 
rewiirded  by  seeing  biin  baptized  a  year  before  bis  death. 
Then  kn-  son  Angusline  went  astray  in  faith  and  man- 
ittn  her  prayers  and  tenra  were  incessant.  She  was  once 
very  nrgen(  with  a  learned  bishop  that  he  would  talk  to 
Iwr  mm  in  order  to  bring  him  to  a  better  mind,  but  be  de- 
clined, despairing  of  success  with  one  at  onee  so  able  and 
So  headstrong.  However,  on  witnessing  ber  pnt^erft  bxi& 
tears,  he  bade  ber  be  of  good  courage ;  for  it  nughl  wA  \a 
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[HAT  & 


tiN*  Ite  AOd  «t  Ibose  tMrg  should  perish.  By  going  U> 
9  ooaM  for  fi  time  free  himseK  from  his 
tnnitips  ;  but  he  could  nol  escape  from  her 
k  MMora[in8£iil  bim  like  the  providence  of 
i  hini  to  ItAly,  and  tber«  by  bis  marrel- 
■  sorrow  was  turned  iuto  joy.  At  Ostia, 
«■  ttieir  boaevwiJ  journey,  as  Augustine  nnd  his  molber 
MI  al  *  wliKlaw  pnarerstDg  of  the  life  of  the  blessed,  abe 
lurTM«l  to  him  nnd  snid,  "Son,  there  is  nothing  now  I  care 
for  iu  thb  life.  Vilml  I  shall  now  do  or  why  I  am  here,  I 
know  i«n.  The  one  renson  I  liad  for  wisliing  to  liugcr  in 
lhi»  liff  it  lillle  loiigiT  ttiis  Hint  I  might  SVQ  you  fl  Calholic 
Ctin^iiau  htfotn  I  dusl.  Tliis  has  God  granted  me  supeia-  , 
iKlndalitlv  lUMViii;;  j.ni  rejwl  eiirtlily  hjippiin-ss  to  become  i 
\i»  s<TV«ni.  WhAi  do  I  hi'r»' )  "  A  few  days  nfterwards 
&hi'  li.td  nil  Httaek  of  tevor,  null  died  in  the  yenr  387, 

ReBeciion.- li  is  iiiiiHissible  lo  set  any  bounds  to  what 
pcrsi'Vi-niii;  jinviT  iiiiiy  do.  It  givta  mnri  a  share  in  the 
l>]viui'  i.>ii\iitj»><i'ru-i',  ^1.  Augiislitte's  soul  lay  bound  id 
(lii>  Hi.'iuis  of  hi-n-!:j*  mul  ini|mrity,  bolii  of  which  hndbt 
lonii  hnbii  gnuvu   liivetinite.     They  vrero  broken  by  hi* 


May  5.-ST.  PIUS  V. 

H"«tNins  friiir  from  hisfifltvnlh  vour,  Michael Gbis- 


M 
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knil  us  cnrditm].  wu^  famous  [or  bis  intrepid  tlefeuoe  oFllw 
Cliurfh's  fuith  and  discijilitie,  and  for  the  sjwlless  pnritf 
of  Ills  own  life.  His  first  care  ns  Pope  was  to  refonn  the 
Roman  court  and  copitnl  by  Iho  strict  exjiniplo  of 
housthold  and  the  scvpre  puiiishmeiit  of  all  offenders. 
nest  endeavored  to  obtain  from  the  Catholic  jKiwers  ill* 
recognition  of  Iho  Trideiitine  decrees,  two  uf  ttbich  Iw 
wrgerilly  enforced— the  residence  of  bisbopa,  aud  theeJli'i 
lishment  o£  diocesan  se^owtm**-    ^«  ■nk»»»1  the  )li»»l 


lUT  Sl]  uvn  or  tbs  tuim.  in 

ftnd  Breriar;,  and  reformed  the  eccleaitutical  moaio.  Not 
was  he  leu  active  in  proteoting  tlie  Ctaurcti  without.  We 
gee  him  at  the  same  time  supporting  the  Catholic  King  of 
France  against  the  Huguenot  rebels,  encouraging  Uar^ 
Queen  of  Scots,  in  the  bitterness  of  her  captivity,  and  ex- 
communicating her  riTnl  the  usurper  Elizabeth,  when  the 
best  blood  of  England  had  flowed  upon  ibe  scaffold,  and 
the  measure  of  her  crimes  was  full.  But  it  was  at  Lepiinto 
that  tbe  Saint's  power  was  most  mmufcst :  there,  in 
Oct4]ber,  I5T1,  by  the  holy  league  which  he  bad  formed, 
bnt  stilt  more  by  bis  prayers  to  tbe  great  Motber  of  God, 


the  nged  Pontiff  crnshed  the  Oltoman  forces,  and  saved 
Christendom  from  tbe  Turk,  Six  months  later,  St.  Fius 
died,  having  reigned  but  six  yenrs.  St.  Pius  was  accus- 
tomed to  kiss  the  feet  of  his  crucifix  on  leaving  or  entering 
his  room.  One  day  the  feet  moved  away  from  his  lips. 
Sorrow  filled  his  heart,  and  he  made  acta  of  contrition, 
fearing  that  be  must  have  committed  some  secret  offence, 
but  still  be  could  not  kiss  the  feet.  It  WOB  aLltcTVUT^ 
fontid  that  tbojr  bad  beea  poiooaed  bj  Ka  enem;. 


"Tfer  tutm,  O  Ufd,ii  tbs  mtnmtta 
,  ikaoMt  «f  aOgnM:  (7  it  Ob  fiAUkri  W 
ta  wvkkiMM.  (lory  la  rfiuae,  Ufe  in  death.'— A 


■•f  ft.— VT.  iOHN  •ETORE  THE  LATIN  CUTE. 
I  tto  Jiv  Mv  0L  Jolio.  «bo  wu  the  only  goniriog 
afMll.aBi  KWMiMd  nil  lb»  eharchea  of  Asia.  n« 
"  "  UMi  sent  prisotiFr  to  ftome.    Tie 


■l.'iit  at  ill.'  sicht  of  lb'  vciier- 
nl)l.'  ,il,l  iii:,ii.  Iiiil  .oriilr'miu'.i  liim  lo  \k  C;ist  into  .i  valdm 
of  kiilin);  oil,  TlivniiinjT  iloulitlcss  Iioani,  wiih  srctt  iiiy. 
Iliis  iKirlviroua  siTili'Tict' ;  llio  most  oniol  tornii-tiis  seemtJ 
lo  liiiii  li|;ht  ami  most  a^ni'.iMr,  bifaitsc  thev  iroulJ.  hs 
li..|-p.l,  iinilfl  liim  fon-viT  10  liis  .liviiie  M.-iM.t  ami  .■vnioiir. 
Itiii  i;.«l  a<wi.(o,l  his  will  niul  crownod  \u>.  d^-sir,- :  He 
ooiiforr..,!  on  liim  lln'  iionor  niid  merit  of  man>ni.»n\.  but 
«iis)«i'ii.li\l  ilio  oiwratioii  of  iho  firt\  as  He  hmi  fornnTlj 
prosiTViii  till?  Ilirec  c^iWwn  ttow\V«tv  va  Wu  Bsbjioniia 


L 


m»ft — ' 


7.]  uvss  OF  ma  SAiim.  SMl 

furnace.  The  seething  oil  wm  changed  in  his  regard  into 
an  invigorating  bath,  and  the  Saint  came  out  more  re- 
freshed than  when  he  had  entered  the  caldron.  Domitian 
saw  this  miracle  without  drawing  from  it  the  least  advan- 
tage, but  remained  hardened  in  his  iniquity.  However,  he 
contented  himself  after  this  with  banishing  the  holy  apostle 
into  the  little  island  of  Patmos.  St.  John  returned  to 
Ephesns,  in  the  reign  of  Nerva,  who  by  mildness,  during 
his  short  reign  of  one  year  and  four  months,  labored  to 
restore  the  fad«^  lustre  of  the  Koman  Empiru.  This 
glorious  triumph  of  St.  John  hapix'ned  without  the  gnte 
of  Rome  called  Latina.  A  church  which  since  has  always 
borne  this  title  was  consecrated  in  the  sjimo  place  in 
memory  of  this  miracle,  under  the  first  Cliristian  em- 
perors. 

Reflection. — St.  John  suffered  above  the  other  SnintR  a 
martyrdom  of  love,  being  a  martyr,  and  mon*  than  a 
martyr,  at  the  ftnA  of  the  cross  of  his  divine  MmU'v.  All 
bis  Bufferings  were  by  love  nnd  compassion  iinprintfd  in 
bis  soul,  and  thus  shared  by  him.  O  singnhir  happincAfl, 
to  have  stood  under  the  cross  of  Christ  I  O  oxtnionlinnry 
privilege,  to  have  snff«.'nK]  martyrdom  in  tho  [HTsorj  of 
Jesos,  and  been  pye-witness  of  all  He  did  or  ondiircd  !  If 
natnre  rrn'olt  within  uh  against  suffering,  h-t  uh  fail  to 
mind  th<ise  words  of  the  divine  Master:  **Tlioti  knowest 
not  now  wherefore  ;  but  thou  .*halt  know  h#;n?aft*5r/' 

May  7.- ST.  8TANI8LA8|  Bishop,  Martyr. 

QfTAXL«LA3  was  bom  in  answer  to  prayer  when  his 
J^-^  parent*  were  advancfrd  in  age.  Out  of  gratitude 
they  educated  him  for  the  Church,  and  from  a  holy  priest 
he  became  in  time  Bish^^p  of  Cracow.  iVilcMla.s  fl.  was 
then  King  of  Poland — a  prince  of  goorl  disposition,  but 
spoilt  by  a  long  course  of  victory  and  success.  M\«t 
many  sets  of  last  mnd  erueltj,   be  outraged  tine  hYmA^ 


Hi  UTTLB  PtCTOBIAL  [MAY  T. 

kiugdom  b;  canying  off  tUe  wife  of  one  of  bis  nobles. 
Against  Ibie  pQblic  scaodal  the  chasl«  and  gentle  bisbop 
alono  raised  his  voice.  HaTini;  commeiided  the  natter  u> 
God,  he  wont  down  to  the  palace  aod  openl3'  rebnked  the 
king  for  liis  crime  against  God  and  liis  subjects,  aod 
thrcalenod  to  excomaiiinicate  him  if  tie  peraisied  ia  im 
ein.  To  slander  the  Saint's  character,  Boleslaa  sutwraed 
the  nephews  of  one  Paal,  lately  dead,  to  swear  that  Iheir 
uncle  had  never  been  paid  for  land  bought  bj  the  b 


for  the  Church.  The  Rniiit  stood  fearlessly  before  tbe 
king's  triljujial,  thi)ii)j;h  all  his  wiincsssis  forsook  hira,  and 
guaranteed  to  bring  llie  dead  man  to  witness  for  him 
wilhiu  three  days.  On  llio  third  day,  after  nianv  praytts 
and  tears,  he  raised  Paul  to  life,  and  led  him  in  his  grave- 
clo'hi's  In-fore  the  king.  Rileslas  made  a  show  for  n  wlide 
of  a  butter  life.  Soon,  howevor,  he  relapseil  into  the  most 
scandalous  exeesses,  and  tho  bishop,  finding  nil  remon- 
strance useless,  pronounced  liie  sentence  of  csconimunics- 
tion.  In  delianco  of  the  censure,  on  Way  8.  1079.  the  king 
went  down  to  a  c\n\pe\  wXictc  Vfee  XJaU^i'^  btmself  was 


8.1 

saying  Mass,  and  sent  in  three  companies  of  soldiers  to 
patch  him  at  the  alur.  Each  in  tnm  came  out,  saying 
they  had  been  scared  by  a  light  from  heaven.  Then  the 
king  rushed  in  and  slew  the  Saint  at  the  altar  with  his 
own  hand. 

Reflection. — ^The  safest  correction  of  vice  is  a  blameless 
life.  Yet  there  are  times  when  silence  would  make  us 
answerable  for  the  sins  of  others.  At  such  times  let  us, 
in  the  name  of  God,  rebuke  the  offender  without  foar. 

May  8^THE  APPARITION  OF  ST.  MICHAEL  THE 

ARCHANGEL. 

ris  manifest,  from  the  Holy  Scriptures,  that  God  is 
pleased  to  make  frequent  use  of  the  ministry  of  the 
heavenly  spirits  in  the  dispensations  of  His  providence  in 
this  world,  and  especially  towards  man.  Hence  the  name 
of  Angel  (which  is  not  properly  a  denomination  of  nature, 
but  ofSce)  has  been  appropriated  to  them.  The  angels  are 
all  pure  spirits ;  they  arc,  by  a  property  of  their  nature, 
immortal,  as  every  spirit  is.  They  have  the  power  c? 
moving  or  convoying  tlicmselves  from  place  to  place,  and 
such  is  their  activity  that  it  is  not  easy  for  us  to  conceive 
it.  Among  the  holy  archangels,  there  are  particularly 
distinguished  in  Holy  Writ  Sts.  Michael,  Gabriel,  and 
Raphael.  St.  Michael,  whom  the  Church  honors  this  day, 
was  the  prince  of  the  faithful  angels  who  opposed  Lucifer 
and  his  associates  in  their  revolt  against  God.  As  the 
devil  is  the  sworn  enemy  of  God*s  holy  Church,  St.  Michael 
is  its  special  protector  against  his  assaults  and  stratagems. 
This  holy  archangel  has  ever  been  honored  in  the  Christian 
Church  as  her  guardian  under  God,  and  as  the  protector 
of  the  faithful  ;  for  God  is  pleased  to  employ  the  zeal  and 
chanty  of  the  good  angels  and  their  leader  against  the 
malice  of  the  devil.  To  thank  His  adorable  gpodtveea  lot 
this  benefit  ot  Bib  merciful  providence  is  lb.\a  te«\.\N«\Vik* 


tkM  td  tUi  ^  rtm  anAMwrL    Aai^  tfhoK.  k  s  »- 
wrfrftl^ai.Wi(fciJ,i«>iiJii.iliiiil    lil»»*^ 

mT  WpMriM  to  boOd  actawb  to  hwfcMW— ll—»6«^ 

tlw  EtDivrur  rxim  IIL  ted,  cootnry  lo  Ipb  word,  pal  :« 
<i«lh,  for  rvbnllMB,  Ciaeratiiw.  a  KoBka  wavtor.  bs)t{ 
1  wttli  msonB  he  art  bhsi^  at  tbe  f«K  of  k. 


Ill  I  (Ml'.'      111). hiiiii'il  III  [■iiriiciilHr  uf  lljiss|WfiiiTgiuirJ- 

Mii  "i"l  I'l- ti'i-  I'l  Hi.'  riuiivli  iliiLl,  in  iho  iii'i-sct'iKiouuf 

Aiiii.liii.i.  Ill'  "ill  imnr'i'rully  siiiiiil  a|i  in  her  ilcfcnce: 
".^(  iliiii  nuicsliiill  Muliiii'l  vim'  iiji,  tho  grojil  i>rincp.  who 

.l.>llil.'lll  U>\-  (111-  rlilliilN'll  ,ir  lh>  llfCipli'.- 

Rpflcclinii.     SI.  Mlvliiii'l  is  ui't  only  iln>  jirolwior  of  The 
r/;im7i,  liiil  of  .'MTV  l'iu\il\v\  w\A.     VlwWteateJ  tbe  Ji'vil 
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by  humilitj :  we  are  enlisted  in  the  same  warfare.  His 
arms  were  humility  and  ardent  love  of  Qod  :  the  same 
must  be  our  weapons.  We  ought  to  ri'gard  this  archangel 
as  our  leader  under  Crod  ;  and,  courageously  resisting  the 
deTil  in  all  his  assaults,  to  cry  out,  Who  can  be  compared 
to  God? 

May  9.--ST.  QREQORY  NA2IANZEN. 

^H  BEGORT  was  bom  of  saintly  parents,  and  was  the 
^^  cho«en  friend  of  St.  Basil.  Tliey  studied  together 
at  Athens,  turned  at  the  same  time  from  tlie  fairest  worldly 
prospects,  and  for  some  years  lived  together  in  seclusion, 
self-discipline,  and  toil.  Gregory  was  rairiod,  almost  by 
force,  to  the  priesthood  ;  and  was  in  time  nuuht  Hinhop  of 
Nazianzum  by  St.  Biisil,  who  had  become  ArclihiHliop  of 
Caesarea.  When  he  was  fifty  years  old,  he  whh  flHmtMi.  for 
his  rare  gifts  and  his  conciliatory  disiMMition,  to  ho  Patri- 
arch of  Constantinople,  then  distracted  niui  laid  wiiHto  by 
Arian  and  other  heretics.  In  that  city  Ih*  hiborcd  v^ith 
wonderful  success.  The  Arijins  wunj  so  irritjit«'(l  at.  the 
decay  of  their  heresy  that  they  pursuo<l  the  Saint  with  out- 
rage, calumny,  and  violence,  and  at  h»ngth  rrHolv«*d  to  take 
away  his  life.  For  this  purpose  they  chose  a  rcKC)lnti;  young 
man,  who  readily  undertook  the  hacrih^giou.s  (;oinniishion. 
But  God  did  not  allow  him  to  carry  It  out.  He  >^as 
touched  with  remorse,  and  cast  himself  at  the  Saint's  feet, 
avowing  his  sinful  intent.  St.  Gre^^ory  at  onee  forgave 
him,  treatiMl  him  with  all  kindness,  and  r<KMMVed  him 
amongst  his  friends,  to  the  wonder  and  e<lifiaitio!i  of  the 
wliolo  city,  and  to  the  confusion  of  the  heretics,  wh^jse 
crime  had  served  only  as  a  foil  to  the  virtue  of  the  Saint. 
St.  Jerome  boasts  that  he  had  Mtt  at  his  U^at,  and  calls  him 
his  master  and  his  catechist  in  Holy  Scripture.  But  his 
lowliness,  his  austerities,  the  insignificance  of  his  person, 
and  above  ail  his  very  succc^ss,  drew  down  on  \\\m  >Xi% 
hatred  of  tbe  enemies  of  the  Faith.     Htt  waft  pet««^ul«^  \*1 


I'll  vily,  null  rotifcd  to  his  iititive  toim, 
11(1,  I  III  «'iis  iinrni-cfii!  poet,,  a  preacher 
Hill  III  ;  mill  nn  ii  l^llAlupio^  of  ihc  Faitb 
:>  niri utis,  iiud  SO  exAct,  tliat  be  is 

llln^l  iiv.'miiiio  oiirBnomiea."BAid8t. 
•iirsji ;  will  (hoiii  (ivpr  by  forbeamnce. 
il  l>y  ihi'ir  own  coiisi  'eiice,  not  br  oar 
It  iMuv  wiiliiT  tin'  lljr  tK*.  from  whicb 


.h;^':::;;:;:; 


10.     ST.  ANTONINUS,  B   hop. 

Ijtilo  Antony,  nshewiu  c^'kJ  fr\>«  hit 


.■fiiMti>\vi  ,-(  Mu^viUr  boUin-*s.  lie  1»?>^>J  tc  U. 
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test  his  sincerity  anil  penmTerancn,  told  him  hn  miMt  flriit 
learn  by  bi'Hrr  the  iKKtk  of  llie  Dccretnlii,  (»iiilkiriitiK*>:r<:rMl 
hntidred  pHj^nt.  TliiH  a|i[mreiilly  inijNMxiltl'!  Ifutk  wnn  tu:- 
cx>iiiiitiriliL-il  wiiliiri  twvlvo  Riontliii ;  (tnil  Aril'iriJiiiiii  r<f:<Tivifl 
the  coveted  liabit  in  hia  Mxliieiilli  year.  Wlnlc  ulill  itry 
yonnijc,  >ie  ftUed  sovcrHl  imprmniil  {umIk  hI  )ijn  'mifrr.  Mtid 
wu  coDBulted  on  queMtinnH  of  diffluiilty  by  liu-.  iii'Mt  Jintrnnl 
men  of  hia  day  ;  bcinf;  known,  for  hin  wnwh-.Tt-ii  itrrKkuo), 
as  *'  the  Couniielior."  He  wrof;  w.-v.-ral  work*  on  rli">l<jK} 
mid  history,  ati'l  luit  ra  rajial  Tli<:i'il'>i;iiih  ;ii  ttii  <''<ii[i':il  <>! 
Florence.  In  1448  he  was  (;'iiii[«ll.-'I  f,  ;■.■..(,»  ilift  (ir<!li- 
bishopric  of  that  ciiy  ;  nnd  in  iUiniUzur-j  •■:,{<. •■•i  t'^r  Uim- 
self  the  title  of  "the  Failwir  t.t  ii:'-  I'-y,.."  t'.r  all  I,-  Uml 
KitH  »t  ihijlrrlir-iioital.  St.  Aiit'ttiirii|.<  rii-M::  rir-iv-J  ;i[.  nUiti 
«iiich  was  itsktKl  tn  the  tjuiii';  of  Ici'l.     '■^  r.'  ;<  u--.  i.iul  w. 


t-i  V!.-^t':.'jSH. 


cnj,  uMtber  wm  gireo  kim  ;  by  rbon  be  Iraew  not.  Sis 
huawbotd  eooaiand  of  only  aii  penons ;  his  palace  con- 
tainnl  do  ptue  or  eoetJ}  famiiaiv.  aod  was  often  nearlj 
ib*tllule  of  the  DMess&rit.'s  of  life.  Hia  o4i«  mala  tras  ft« 
<lUFUtlf  bold  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  when  it  irould  tic 
liouglit  back  for  him  hj  aoiDe  vealiby  cilizeo.  He  died 
oinbmcing  the  tniciflx.  May  id,  1456,  of'en  repeiating  lbs 
wonU,  •■  To  sen'c  God  is  to  reign." 

Rejection.— "  Alms-deeds,"  says  SL  Aiigagtine,  "oom- 
jiriie  even-  kiud  of  Bervicc  rendered  to  our  neighbor  Who 
iieotU  sQcti  Auulonce.  He  who  8up|M>rts  a  bine  Bum 
bwtoiTR  Au  nims  on  him  wiih  his  feet;  be  who  guides  i 
Wind  tiinn  ilm^  him  a  charity  with  hia  eyes  ;  be  who  car- 
rii-9  ltd  invalid  or  an  ^lii  innn  u|mhi  his  shoulders  imiwrre 
T,>  l.iTii  ;in  nIms  iif  liis  3tn>ii>,th.  Hi^nco  none  nre  so  poor 
bur  rlii'V  ni:iv  Ik-sIow  au  alms  on  tlie  wealthiest  man  ill  the 

May  11. -ST.  MAMMERTUS,  Archbishop. 
^fi.  \[.\MMt:uTi -,  .\filil)isliiip  of  Vieiuie  iu  Daiiphiiie, 
h^  \^:l^  :v  [in-l;iii'  rvuijiviird  for  liis  sanctity,  leaniinb.'. 
uii.l  luinK'li's.  lit'  iii.'^Iiliiled  in  hisdioci^sc  the  fiisis  iiiid 
hN[i|>li,:iIi>.iLS  <:,\W-d  tho  [...nalirms,  on  llif  followii.i!;  oec;i- 
hiiJim.  Aliiiijilily  lioil,  lo  |iuiii.sh  the  sins  of  the  i>eople. 
vi.sit.-it  [hrin  with  wiir.s  ;iLul  oilior  publiu  calamities,  and 
awiiki'il  tlu'in  fiMui  tlu'ir  sjiirilual  lelliargy  by  the  terrors  o( 
iMMlii[iiiiki's.  tiros,  and  ravt'iioiis  wild  beasts,  wliieh  last 
wi'iv  sornitimi's  sit-ri  in  the  very  marliet-place  of  citi'S. 
Tht'.si' evils  the  iiri|iii>us  nscribeil  lo  blind  chance;  but  rc- 
lij!ii>iis  iiiul  )iL'udi.-iit  [lersons  (ynisidered  them  as  tolieus  of 
tlHMiivLii,.  ;.tij;cr.  «liii-li  threateued  Ihdr  entire  destruction. 
AmitUt  (hfsc  siMUij^-es,  Si.  Maiunierlua  r.Teived  a  token  oE  " 
liu-  liiviui'  nirivy.  A  tenible  tire  hai)p.'ned  in  the  eily  of 
Vifmu'.  whii'h  Uiflle.l  ihf  ffToris  of  men;  but  by  the 
/inircr's  of  lliu  gi««.l  Viistiov  X^w  ''"<;  o\\ ;>, svidden  weutosL 
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This  Diincle  strongty  effected  llie  miixla  of  the  peoplu. 
Tbe  ho]j  preUte  tuok  this  opportunity  to  mnVe  thuin 
Beoaible  of  the  necessity  and  olBcocy  of  lovout  prayer,  and 
fonaed  a  pious  deflign  oF  instituting  nn  niinnni  fuitt  nml 


snpplicntjnn  of  thiee  days,  in  which  nil  the  fnilhfitl  Hlioiild 
Join,  with  sinoere  compunction  of  heart,  to  apiHtaw-  ilis 
divine  indignation  byfnMinK,  prayer,  tears,  and  tho  con- 
fession of  sins.  Tlio  Church  of  Auvergiie,  of  wliinh  fit. 
^idooiiis  was  bishop,  ailopird  this  piiitu  institution  hnfon 
the  year  475,  and  it  tiocame  in  a  very  short  time  a  unl- 
vtmd  practice.    St.  MnmiDerttiB  died  about  tbe  year  477. 

Reflection. — "Enow  ye  that  the  I/inl  vill  htriir  your 
prayera.  if  yon  continoe  with  perseverance  in  faitlings  and 
prayers  in  thesi;{lit  of  the  Lord"  (Judith  iv.  llj. 

May  13.'  ST.  EPIPHANIU8,  Archbishop. 
^T.  EpiPUAStn  was  bom  about  tbe  year  810,  In  I'alea. 
^^       tine.    In  his  youth  be  be|pin  tbe  study  of  th«  lloly 
Scriplures.  embraced  a  monastic  life,  and  ««ivl  \n\<>  IL^ijV" 


370  l.ITTl.K   PICTOBIAl,  [HAT  13. 

to  perfect  himself  in  tbe  eierciHM  of  that  stiUe,  in  the 
deserts  of  that  country.  Ho  returned  to  Pnlestitie  HboD! 
the  year  383.  nud  built  a  monoElcry  Dear  Ibe  place  of  hia 
birth.  His  labors  iit  tlie  exercise  of  Tirlue  aeeined  to  some 
to  surpass  hU  etroogtb;  but  his  apologir  alirajs  tm: 
"  God  gives  Dot  the  kingdom  of  beaven  but  on  condiiioo 
that  we  labor ;  and  all  we  can  do  bears  no  pi-oportion  1o 
such  a  crown."  To  his  corporal  austerities  he  added  aa 
indefatigable  application  to  prayer  and  Mudy.     Most  books 


nd  IhriHijrh  his  hands  ;  and  lie  iriiprovid 
himself  very  much  in  le.iniing  l>y  his  tnivi'ls  into  many 
purls. 

AUhoii^-h  the  skilful  direclnr  of  many  others,  .-Jt.  E|>i- 
pliiinins  torik  the  trvcut  St.  Hibrion  as  liis  tnaslvr  in  ft 
siiiritnal  lift;,  and  (>iijnye<1  llic  happiness  of  his  direction 
and  intimate  aeiiuiiintaiicc  from  the  year  3:S3  to  S.iQ.  Tli« 
reputation  of  bis  virine  mado  St.  Epiphniiin^  known  [o 
disliiTit  countries,  and  alxiut  thu  year  367  he  was  cho*i-n 
3ishop  of  Palnmis  in  Cyprus.  But  ho  Still  wore  the  mo- 
nastic hahit,  and  conUnvn;il  to  govern  his  monaslery  in 
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Palestine,  which  he  visited  from  time  to  time.  He  some- 
times relaxed  bis  ansterities  in  favor  of  hospitality,  pre- 
ferring charity  to  abstinence.  No  one  surpassed  him  in 
tenderness  and  charity  to  the  poor.  The  veneration  which 
all  men  had  for  his  sanctity  exempted  him  from  the  per- 
secution of  the  Arian  Emperor  Valens.  In  876  he  under- 
took a  journey  to  Atitioch  in  the  hope  of  converting  Vitalis, 
the  Apollinarist  bishop;  and  in  882  he  accompanied  St. 
Paulinus  from  that  city  to  Home,  where  they  lodged  at  the 
house  of  St.  Paula ;  our  Saint  in  return  entertained  her 
afterward  ten  days  in  Cyprus  in  885.  The  very  name  of 
an  error  in  faith,  or  the  shadow  of  danger  of  evil,  affrighted 
him,  and  the  Saint  fell  into  some  mistakes  on  certain  occa- 
sions, which  proceeded  from  zeal  and  simplicity.  He  was 
on  his  way  back  to  Salamis,  after  a  short  absence,  when  he 
died  in  403,  having  been  bishop  thirty-six  years. 

Reflection. — **  In  this  is  charity  :  not  as  though  we  had 
loved  Gknl,  but  because  He  liath  first  loved  us." 

May  13.— ST.  JOHN  THE  SILENT. 

fjToHN  was  born  of  a  noble  family  at  Nicopolis,  in  Armenia, 
e/  in  the  year  454  ;  but  be  derived  from  the  virtue  of  his 
parents  a  much  more  illustrious  nobility  than  that  of  their 
pedigree.  After  their  death,  he  built  at  Nicopolis  a  church 
in  honor  of  the  Blessed  Virgin,  as  also  a  monastery,  in 
which,  with  ten  fervent  companions,  he  shut  himself  up 
when  only  eighteen  years  of  age,  with  a  view  of  making 
the  salvation  and  most  perfect  sanctification  of  his  soul  bis 
only  and  earnest  pursuit.  Not  only  to  shun  the  danger  of 
sin  by  the  tongue,  but  also  out  of  sincere  humility  and  con- 
tempt of  himself,  and  the  love  of  interior  recollection  and 
prayer,  be  very  seldom  spoke  ;  and  when  obliged  to,  it  was 
always  in  a  very  few  words,  and  with  great  discretion. 
To  his  extreme  affliction,  when  be  was  only  twenty-eight 
years  old,  the  Archbishop  of  Sebaste  obliged  Vi\m  \a  ^\\ 
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his  retreat,  nnd  ordamctl  liim  Bishop  of  Coloniao  in  Araie- 
nio,  iu  4S3.  In  tbid  digiiity  John  pn^crvod  alwaja  ilie 
same  spirit,  nnd,  us  niucii  as  vas  compatible  with  ilie 
duties  of  hia  charge,  coii[iaued  his  monastic  nnsteriti«s  and 
exci'Dises.  Whilst  he  was  wnlcbing  one  night  in  prayer, 
he  BBW  before  him  ii  bright  cross  formed  iu  tho  air.  »iid 
heard  a  voice  whicli  said  to  him,  "  If  tiiou  dcsin-st  to  be 
saved,  follow  this  light."  It  seemed  lo  move  before  him, 
nnd  nt  Uinglh  point  out  to  the  monastery  of  S 


Bciu-  s; 


which  nt  ihiit 


I  ilie  sncrifico  was  which  Gtui  requinJ 

nri:;li boring  monastery  oE  St.  Siikis. 
ciniiained  one  hnndred  nnd  fifty  ferii'iii 
John  was  ibcn  rhirty-eijrht  years  oli'i.  Afier 
living  tliere  nnknown  for  some  years,  fetching  water.  I'ar- 
ryinj-  sihlics,  and  doing  other  menial  wnrk,  St.  Siib.is, 
judging  bini  wonby  to  be  proniotcd  to  the  priesihotpil, 
presented  him  to  t)ie  Patriareb  Elias.  St.  J.ihn  J.xik  the 
patriarch  aside,  iiiul,  liaving  obtained  from  bim  a  promise 
of  secrecy,  said,  "  Sartiet,\  V.\.\e  been  ordaiueil  bishop: 
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but  on  account  of  the  moltitudc  of  my  Bins  have  fled,  and 
am  come  into  tbis  desert  to  vait  the  visit  of  the  Lord." 
The  patriarch  was  startled,  but  God  rcvcalod  to  St.  Sabas 
the  state  of  the  affair,  ^'hereupon,  cikliiug  for  John,  he 
complained  to  him  of  his  unkindness  in  concealing  the 
nifittor  from  him.  Finding  himself  discovered,  John 
nislied  t''  quit  the  monastery,  nor  coutd  St.  Subas  prevail 
on  him  to  ediy,  but  on  a  promise  nevt-r  to  divulge  the 
secret.  In  llic  year  503,  St.  John  withdrew  into  a  neighbor- 
ing n  ildemrss,  but  in  510  went  back  to  tlie  monastery,  and 
confineil  himself  for  forty  years  to  his  coll.  SI,  John,  by 
his  example  and  counsels,  condncted  many  fervent  souls  to 
God,  and  continued  to  emulate,  as  much  as  this  mortal 
state  will  allow,  the  glorious  employment  of  the  heavenly 
spirits  in  an  uninterrupted  exercise  of  love  and  praise,  till 
he  parked  to  tlieir  blessed  company,  soon  nftir  the  year 
558  ;  having  lived  seventy-six  years  in  (tie  desert,  which 
had  only  been  interrupted  by  Ihe  nine  years  of  his  episco- 
pal dignity. 

Reflection. — A  love  of  Christian  silence  'n  a  proof  INnt  a 
sonl  makes  it  her  chiefeat  delight  to  be  iiccupied  on  God, 
and  finds  no  comfort  like  that  of  conversing  with  Him. 
This  is  the  paradise  of  all  devout  sonl.i. 

May  14.— ST.  PACHOM1US,  Abbot. 
*y's  the  beginning  of  the  fourth  century,  great  levies  of 
i-L|  iroops  were  made  throughout  Egypt  for  the  service 
of  Ihe  Boman  emperor.  Among  ihc  recruits  was  Pacho- 
mius,  a  young  hcnthen,  then  in  his  twcnty-Arst  year.  On 
bis  way  down  the  Nile  he  passed  a  village,  whoso  inhabi- 
tants gave  him  food  and  money.  Marvelling  at  this  kind- 
ness, Pachomius  was  told  they  were  Chrisiiuns,  and  hoped 
for  a  reward  in  the  life  to  come.  He  then  prayed  God  to 
show  him  the  truth,  and  promised  to  devote  his  life  lo  Hin 
aerrice      "^"  being  discharged,  be  retunwl  lo  tvOinaVSwi 


ff» 


[•t. 
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Till^e  ia  Egypt,  where  he  waa  instmcted  and  baptized. 
Infitend  of  going  home,  he  sought  Palemon,  an  aged  soli- 
tary, to  learn  from  him  a  perfect  life,  and  with/great  joy 
embnttwd  the  most   severe  nosterities.     —    -     -     - 


breid  and  wattr  "inc  a  daj  in  summer  -tnd  ( 
di\a  111  iviiiter  soniclimts  lhL\  idded  herha  but  miied 
aslics  wilh  them  Tlie}  o  \\  slept  one  hour  each  nig^il 
and  tins  short  repose  Paehomius  took  sitting  upnght  with- 
out siip|iort.  Tlirce  times  God  revealed  to  him  that  hewai 
to  foTind  a  religious  order  at  Tabenna  ;  and  an  angel  gave 
liiiu  n  rule  of  life.  Trusting  in  God,  he  built  a  raounslerr. 
nllhoiigh  lie  had  no  disciples;  but  vast  multitudes  snot 
flocked  to  him,  and  he  trained  Ihcm  in  perfect  detachment 
from  creatures  and  from  self.  One  day  a  monk,  by  dint  of 
great  exertions,  contrived  lo  make  two  mats  instead  of  t):e 
Olio  ivliich  was  the  nsuiil  daily  task,  and  set  them  botli  oiu 
in  front  of  liis  eeli.  that  Pachomius  might  see  liov  diligfM 
he  had  l)cen.  But  the  Saint,  jierceiving  the  ™nglorv 
which  had  prompted  ihe  net,  said,  "This  brother  li*3 
Caten  a  great  dea\  oE  pa\\\a  Uuto  wvotvi\vi%  till  night  to  gira 
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his  work  to  the  devil."  Then,  to  cnro  bim  of  his  delnuon, 
Pachomioa  impooed  on  him  u  a  penance  to  keep  his  cell 
for  five  months  and  to  taste  no  food  but  bread  and  water. 
Bis  TJBiona  and  miracles  were  innumerable,  and  he  read 
all  hearta.     Bis  holy  death  occurred  in  S46. 

RefltcUon. — "To    live    In  great    simplicity,"    said  St. 
Fachomins,  "  and  in  a  wise  ignorance,  is  exceeding  wise." 

May  19.— ST8.  PETER  and  DI0NY8IA. 

IN  the  Decian  persecution  the  blood  of  the  Christians 
flowed  at  lAmpeacus,  a  city  of  Asia  Minor.  St. 
Peter  was  the  first  who  was  led  before  the  proconsul  and 
condemned  to  die  tor  the  name  of  Christ.  Young  though 
he  was,  he  went  joyfully  to  his  torments.     He  was  iKiiind 


to  a  wheel  by  iron  chains,  and  his  bones  were  broken,  but 
he  raised  his  eyes  to  heaven  with  a  smiling  countenance 
and  said,  "I  give  Thee  thanks,  O  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  be- 
cause Thou  bast  given  me  patience,  and  mad«  me  "i'vcMitV- 
oas  aver  tbe  tjnnt, "    The  proconaal  uw  how  Utfle  aiiftw- 
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M.-Lj   1C.     ST.  JOHN    NEPOMUCEN. 

r>        , I .,    ..    N..|,.,miic  ill    B.,bTM.a.      In  jtesIi- 

1.1. !■■  II, M  ...u  ..,T„i..|    liiij,    II.  (Mid;  ,-ih.i   lii>  lioly  Ilf.■:l^  .1 

III''  J.iiij"jiii    \1 1'luThlii^,  wluTu    lu^  conviTteii  uumiH't^  by 
/iIm  (i|i';hIiIiik    iiiiil  I'xmu^iV,     Miwiw^s^  vVcwi  Vim  sou^lil 
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his  fidt-jce  was  ihe  empresB,  who  siidered  much  from  her 
faoBband's  nnfoundni  jenlous;-.  St.  Jolm  taught  her  to 
bear  her  cross  with  jo,v ;  but  her  piety  only  incensed  tho 
emperor,  and  he  tried  to  eitort  ber  confrasions  from  the 
SaiDt.  He  threw  St.  John  Into  a  dungeon,  but  gninod 
Dothing  ;  then,  inviting  him  to  his  palncc,  he  promisiHl  him 
riches  if  he  wonid  yield,  and  threatened  dcnth  if  he  re- 
fused. The  Saint  was  silent.  He  was  raclicd  ami  burnt 
vith  torehes;  but  no  words,  save  Jcstis  and   Mary,  tv)] 


from  iiis  lijJR.  At  liist  set  free,  hoR|H:nt  hiKlinx-  in  |in-iii-h- 
iug.  and  |ire|j;irin;(  for  ihi^  di-aili  lii!  ktirw  In  l»i'  tit  hiin'l. 
On  Ascension  Eve.  Miiy  lA.  Wenecfhi:*.  nflcr  »  lltiiil  und 
fniitlc'^.';  aiiempt  to  move  hiri  constiitiey.  onli-ri'd  him  In  Im 
.  Vii.st  into  the  river,  and  tlmt  iiiglit  the  niariyr'M  Imtids  and 
'  Icex  were  Umnil,  iind  be  was  thrnwii  (nun  Ihe  briilue  of 
Prucnc-  Asbcdii-d,  a  bravtiily  light  «liiriirij;nn  lhf«iiti)r 
dis<i)Vt'r»Kl  rhe  body,  which  was  burial  wiib  the  luiiuini 
due  to  a  Saint.  A  few  years  later,  Wt-ncesliis  w»m  cli'ijoxnd 
by  his  own  snbjects,  ami  died  an  impenitent  awA  TOiMiW-Xte 
iloii/j.    In  1618  tba  CalviDtst  aad  Hnwite  w\&wn  ol  \b« 


AaMNm  fcysvtai 

hWiwiMfiiB.  wmlm  wm  m»  •■  ike  m  «f  ^  taui^ 

■fcnwB  CM  iiyiBMt  tfcaw  faaAwl  awl  ihuly  jwn  aBcr 
>lriD«  remaiocd  ia«orrap<.  ibe  toogv* :  tfaoi  ctill,  in  ■flfri, 

•  ...■:  ■  '  ■.  -  r-T'.iT..  'r-a'i',f~i  ui  t'>  prefer  torture  sod 
'!.,i:--.  ■  ,  <.;T-:,';  :._■  't,^  i.r--,'.t..r  titli  oar  tongue.  How 
mar.;,  r.ri.'-.  •■:ii  :.   li.r-  '!■>  '.va  f.irfeil  grace  and  atrenglh  bj 


May  I7.-ST.  PASCHAL  BAYLON. 

BUfjM  a  ':liilii  I'n-<:lial  spfTn.s  to  have  licen  marked  onl 
f'lr  III',-  ni-rtiei!  i>(  (.iin\ :  and  amidst  lii.'i  daily  lalxm 
lio  f'litinl  uitip.  I')  inxlnict  and  evangelize  the  rude  herds- 
nii'ii  ivhn  k"pt  ilicir  fli«,-k.s  on  tKc  lulls  of  Aragon.  Attb« 
ji;;o  ijf  l«iTiiy.ffnir  he  entered  ilie  Franciscan  Order,  in 
wliirli,  liin*'i:vt;r,  he  remained,  from  hurailitj,  a  simple  lav- 
iiroiliT,  and  ociMipied  himself,  by  preference,  with  the 
roiij,'li"'Ht  and  inost  wrvile  tasks.  He  was  distinguished  by 
an  [ii'di'iif.  love  and  ilevulion  lo  the  Blessed  gaeratncnt.  He 
wiMild  ftpend  lii>ni*K  iin  Uis  knees  before  the  labernade — 
■  iftr'n  hii  iva.s  raJM'd  rrmn  the  ground  in  the  fervor  of  bij 
pniyer-  iiuil  iliere,  from  the  very  and  eternal  Truth,  he 
drew  nneh  Hlorea  of  wi.idoni  tli.it,  nnlettered  as  he  was.  be 
wnn  ei milted  by  nil  ,i  ni^iMer  in  lhcolog:y  and  spiritual  ^i- 
niiei:  HNorlly  after  Uia  profession  he  was  caile<l  to  Paris 
(Ml  JdiniiiKM  coiineelM  v(\\\\  \»\?,  C)t4«.    TW  V*ir.«^  wii 
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fall  of  peril,  owing  to  the  hostility  of  the  HugaenotA,  who 
were  namerooa  at  the  time  in  the  south  of  France  ;  and  on 
four  separate  occasions  Paschal  was  in  immiQeat  danger  of 
death  at  the  hands  of  the  heretics.  Bnt  it  was  not  Qod's 
will  that  His  servant  should  obtain  the  crown  of  martyr- 
dom which,  though  jailging  himself  all  Qoworthy  of  it,  ha 
80  earnestly  desired,  and  lie  returned  in  safety  to  his  con- 
vent, where  he  died  in  the  odor  of  sanctity.  May  15,  in93. 
Aa  PuAchal  was  watching  his  sheep  on  the  mountain- 
side, he  heard  the  consecration  bell  ring  out  from  a  church 


in  the  valley  below,  where  the  vlliagere  were  assembled  for 
Mass.  The  Snint  fell  on  his  knees,  when  suddenly  there 
stood  before  bim  nn  angel  of  God,  bearing  in  bis  hands  the 
Sacred  Host,  and  offering  it  for  his  adoration,  Leam  from 
this  how  pleasing  to  Jesus  Christ  are  those  who  honor  Him 
in  this  great  mystery  of  His  iove  ;  and  how  to  them  espo- 
ciollf  this  promise  is  fnlfllled :  "  I  will  not  leave  you 
orphans  :  I  will  come  unto  you  "  (John  xiv.  IB). 

Reflection. — St.  Paschal  leaches  ns  Dever  to  Aotter  &  &K] 
to  pM«  wUhoat  Tkitiag  JeauB  in  tbe  narrow  cbam\iet  -ii^wc« 


iiiiil  ^■■•■:i];l'  .'III  ri'i:i''t  r'-lwl  in  wlirle.  who  trampiod  oiil  (lis 
fir..  Kiirl  ;,L'.^:i.  -.  T  frc-  t),-  yiJiithful  niarlvr.  ])r(«>liiiiiif'i 
lii~  f;.iili  III  v\,y\>i.  ^^;,,-  l,^,,ti^i-,l  \viili  hi- ivIioU^  family,  ami 
Hhi.ril;  .-ifi.T  «ot.  ih.-  nmriyr'-  erown  liinisvlf.  Vi'iiniiiiiis 
M-;,,-  ih.'ii  i-iirriiii  U'f'-n-  \\\--  Kovmiiir,  who,  iiniiblc  to  ni:ike 
liiiii  ri  ti'iiinri'  his  faiiii,  i-a<i  liiiu  into  prison  with  an  afKis- 
Niii;  11  /ill  Viiiiily  strnvi'  to  lpT\\\rt  l\vm.  The  governor  then 
'iriliTi-ii  his  Iwth  and  jaws  ui  \w  \i'c«Vw\,  ».wWiij&\ms, 
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thn:)wu  ir.to  a  f.;rn.v>^.  fr-'in  ^v].•;.•h  ih»?  ar.c»^l  o:^^^  more 
cleiivereii  bira.  The  Sa:iii  was  airain  It-ii  bi-fore  the  juilge, 
who  at  sig:bt  of  him  fell  headlong  from  his  seat  and  ex- 
pired, cning,  *'  The  God  of  Venantius  is  the  true  God  ;  let 
us  destroy  oar  idols/*  This  circumstaiice  being  told  to  the 
goTemor,  he  ordered  Venantins  to  be  thrown  to  the  lions  ; 
but  these  bmtes,  forgetting  their  natural  ferocity,  cronclied 
at  the  feet  of  the  Saint.  Then,  bv  order  of  the  tyrant,  the 
young  martyr  was  dragged  through  a  heap  of  brambles  and 
thorns,  but  again  God  manifested  the  glory  of  His  servant ; 
the  soldiers  suffering  from  thirst,  the  Saint  knelt  on  a  rock 
and  signed  it  with  a  cross,  when  immediately  a  jet  of  clear, 
cool  water  spurted  up  from  the  spot.  This  miracle  con- 
verted many  of  those  who  beheld  it,  whereupon  the  gov- 
ernor had  Venantius  and  his  conyerts  beheade<l  together 
in  the  year  250.  The  bodies  of  these  martyrs  are  kept  in 
the  church  at  Camerino  which  bears  the  $aint*s  name. 

Reflection. — Love  of  suffering  marks  the  most  perfect 
degree  in  the  love  of  God.  Our  Lord  Himself  was  consumed 
with  the  desire  to  suffer,  because  Ho  burnt  with  the  love  of 
God.  We  must  begin  with  patience  and  detachment.  At 
last  we  shall  learu  to  love  the  sufferings  which  conform  us 
to  the  Passiou  of  our  Redeemer. 

May  19.— ST.  PETER  CELESTINE. 

*v  |*s  a  child,  Peter  had  visions  of  our  blessed  Lady,  and 
c*^-*^  of  the  angels  and  saints.  They  encourage<l  him  in 
his  prayer,  and  eluded  him  when  ho  fell  into  any  fault. 
His  mother,  though  only  a  poor  widow,  put  him  to  school, 
feeling  sure  that  he  would  one  day  bo  a  Saint.  At  the  age 
of  twenty,  he  left  his  home  in  Apulia  to  live  in  a  mountain 
solitude.  Hero  he  passed  three  years,  assaulted  by  the 
evil  spirits  and  beset  with  temptations  of  the  flosh,  but 
consoled  by  angels'  visits.  After  this  b\B  Bec\\mo\\  ^«d^ 
\uYBded  by  disciples,  who  refused  to  be  sent  ava^  \  atA  >l\a 
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of  four  miiiiilw,  Peter  siimmoiRii  the  cardinals  to  his  pws- 
eiiCr,  ami  wilciniily  n'sigiu-U  liis  trust.  St.  Peter  biiili 
hitniu'lf  A  Imtirded  cell  in  his  pnliicc,  and  there  continued 
hiH  hunniCs  life;  ami  when,  lest  his  simplicitj'  might  be 
taken  niivaiitiitte  of  to  diBtract  tlio  peace  of  the  Church,  he 
WHH  put  iiTider  ftminl,  ho  saii!,  "  I  desired  nothing  but  a 
eell,  iind  a  cell  they  have  given  me."  There  he  enjoytd 
hlH  fiiniier  hiving  intimacy  with  the  saints  and  angels,  and 
■nii(£  llio  l>ivino  praises  almost  eontinually.  At,  length. 
(MJ  Wliil-WNinliiy,  he  told  his  guards  he  should  die  within 
tlw  tvuek,  mid  imHied\i\lB\'s  UW  \\\.    "a*  tecfcv*^  '.lie  last 


■U.T  SOi]  una  or  ram  tuMn.  SS8 

Htcnunents;  and  tbe  following  Saturday,  as  he  lloiahed 
the  eoDclnding  tbtm  of  l>ndB,  "Let  ererj  spirit  bleu 
the  Lord  I "  he  closed  hla  eyes  to  this  world  and  opened 
them  to  the  Tiuon  of  God. 

Reflection. — "Wboeo,"  says  the  Imitation  of  Chritt, 
"  withdraweth  bimseU  from  acquiutit*acee  and  friends,  to 
bim  will  Qod  draw  Dear  with  His  holy  angels." 


May  20.— ST.  BERNARDINE  OF  SIENA. 

IN  1408  St.  Vincent  Ferrer  once  anddenly  intermpted 
bis  Hemton  to  declare  that  then  was   among  hia 
bearers  a  young  Franciscas  who  would  be  one  day  a 


(j«ater  preacher  thnn  himself,  and  would  be  set  before 
him  in  honor  by  the  Cbnrch.  This  unknown  friar  was 
Bemardine,  Of  noble  birth,  he  had  spent  hia  youth  in 
works  of  mercy,  and  had  then  eniered  religion.  Owing  to 
a  defective  orterance,  his  sacceas  as  a  preacher  at  fint 
seeme^i  doubtful,  but,  by  the  prayers  of  Our  Lady,  this 
obstacle  was  miraculously  rumored,  and  Bemsi^iM  be^n 
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an  apoatoUie  which  lasied  tliirtj-eight  years.  Bv  hit 
burning  words  add  by  the  power  of  Ihe  Holy  Name  »! 
Jesus,  which  he  diaphiyed  on  « tablet  nt  the  end  <if  h^s5e^ 
moiis.  he  obtnined  miraculous  conversions,  and  reformed 
tbu  greater  pitrt  of  Italy.  But  this  success  had  to  be 
exalted  by  the  cross.  The  Saint  wns  denounced  as  i 
berelic  and  his  devolion  as  iddalroua.  After  luauj  tri&is 
he  lived  to  see  his  innocenco  proved,  and  a  Insiiug  mcmu^ 
rial  of  bis  work  established  in  a  church.  Tlie  Feast  of  U* 
Holy  Nnme  coinmeinornteR  at  once  his  sufferings  and 
triiioipli.  Ht>  died  ou  Ascension  Eve,  1444,  wliita 
bri'ibren  ivere  chanting  the  anliphon,  "  Faiher, 
maiiifi'sted  Thy  Nnme  lo  men."  Su  Beniaiiline,  ■mbm*- 
yoiuii.  iiiKleriook  Tho  chaise  of  a  holy  old  Koman,  A  nte' 
tioN  •>)  iii^.  wild  hail  liccn  left  dcstitUtE-.  She  wns  bflnd 
iiiiil  I»t1vh1iIc(i.  mill  durinj^  lier  long  illness  couM  only 
Hirer  ihi-  Ili.ly  N;imi-.  Tiie  Siiint  watched  over  her  tUlsba 
liiMl.  am!  llius  lr;irrird  Ilie  dfvoiion  of  Lis  life. 

Reflection— U't  us  l.^arn  frmn  llie  life  of  St.  Bemardine 


May  21.-ST.  HOSPITIUS,  Recluse. 
Q^T.  li(i»Tnr^  shut  iiiniself  up  iii  Ilie  rnins  of  an  old 
^5  loiviT  near  Villafraiica,  one  le.ngtie  from  Nic-e  in 
Provi'uci'.  He  jiiiiicd  liiniself  wilh  a  heavy  iron  chain  aud 
lived  on  bread  and  dales  only.  During  Ix-nt  he  n><iouhW 
his  austerities,  and,  in  order  to  conform  bis  hfe  mon' 
closely  !"  that  of  the  anchoriios  of  Egypt,  ate  iiolhiiig  liut 
roots.  For  bis  great  viriuw  Heaven  honored  him  with 
tlie  gifts  of  prophecy  and  of  miracles.  He  fori'toid  ilie 
ravages  which  the  Lombards  would  make  in  Gaul,  Thi« 
barbari:ins.  having  conic  lo  the  tower  in  which  llospitias 
lived,  aial  seeing  the  chain  with  which  he  was  Iwnnd.  mis- 
took him  for  some  criminal  who  was  there  imprisoned. 
Oil  questioning  the  SaUit,  he  acknowledged  thai  be  was  a 
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great  sinner  Knd  antronbf  to  lire.  Whereupon  one  of  the 
Boldiera  lifted  )ii«  mrord  to  Mrike  him  ;  but  Uml  iliil  not 
desert  His  fnlihrnl  M'tvunt :  ilie  s-'Miir'fi  iirri)  ellfllfiiHl  and 
became  uumli.  and  it  wnji  n'-t  uniil  ll>is|iitiii.s  niadt;  tlie 
sijcii  >>f  the  fip.w  liver  it  tluit  tli-.-  111:111  ni^uertii  llie  um 
of  ii.  Tii»  -'.Itlier  cnibniwil  Clirisiijttiiiy.  rt-nouitced  the 
vnt'.il.  ati'l  |M>«il  till?  r>'->t  of  his  ilavs  in  MrrvitiK  G'xl. 
Wheu  i>iir  Saint  f<rlt  Iliut  \iii  lii^t  hour  w.i.t  tietirinif.  he  took 


off  hi-s  chiiiii  and  kn.-lt  in  i.niy.T  fr.r  a  Im.^  iinii>.  Tlin,. 
Btrr'ti.'liiii^r  him:ielf  (in  11  little  Uiuk  of  eiirtti.  Iiu  calmly  pivu 
itp  his  soul  to  God,  on  the  31st  of  May.  fl«l. 

Reflection— If  we  do  not  love  iH-iiitenci-  fur  its  own 
Bake,  let  us  love  it  ou  Hcconiit  of  <iiir  sins ;  for  we  shonk' 
"  work  out  (lur  silvation  in  fwir  mid  tivinltlin)i." 


May  33.  -  ST.  YVO,  Confstsor. 
IlELom,  drscenddl  fnun  a  n"lilir  ami  viminu* 
ly  neur  Tregaier  in  Briilaiiy,  wiw  Imni  in  lir,a. 
Bge  he  Bi-iii  lo  I'yriR,  and  &U^:T'Ka,Ti)A 


e- 


At  fourteen  years 
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mind  and  bodv.  iim'  !•;  a  innr  Jiiii.  ifTVf-i,:  prrpnraiinii. 
He  "Was  appciiriiei;  fKTiesiasiicvii  ludsr*-  ror  tin  ilu-^rmr  o: 
Reuiie*.  Si.  Tt'-  prMi;»OTcL  in-  i■TT)li:lll^  uiu.  miji-ws.  (\r- 
fended  Tin  T»'^'»r.  Siii"i  admiiiisTrrciC  lusiif*-  :■  it  .  w.:i.  ar. 
imjianialiry.  apriiicaTioi..  aiii";  toijarriios-  w  Jiic!!  p-.'tii)«»»;  hini 
the  ptnKi-Tril.  ever.  <:■:'  infjft*  "win  ins:  :inir  fniisrs  Hr 
was  Fumamed  in*-  hdvi-naitt-  ain:  ifiwyrr  r.:"  liu  inMir  lie 
bull:  h  boufie  near  hl^  owi.  for ;»  hnsiiiUii  of  thi  thvit  hjm'i 
sick  :  be  wasbt^d  iLeir  it^i,  c;iwins«»ii  irif-::  u!i»«  rs.  srrvfMl 
them  ai  table,  and  a!e  hizusflf  ouiv  th*  srr:l1l^  wriul,  :nr\ 
had  left.  He  di.striDuffd  ln>  o<»n;,  or  tin  T.riot-  lur  wlnol. 
he  sold  it.  amon;:  tiie  jKnir  iir.niodi.'iTe'ix  .'ifrrr  :iii  bj«rvrsi. 
When  a  certait  [»ersoi.  ti^iieav.in-u  ToTK-rsuMiJi  ).'.n.  t.-  loop 
it  some  mouih*>.  xiiu:  h*  ni;rrl.T  s*  I";  i;  a*  :i  >M-ti(r  v^Dct .  ho 
answered.  "1  kDnn  ii<i:  wiiciLrr  1  sluJ.  in  ilici  :i.iv«  t«» 
give  it."  AiiOilitT  iinie  tm-  s;injt  i^t-rsnT.  sjiui  i«  Ir.m.  "1 
hare  gained  a  iif:b  by  ]i<-i'p:ijp  ji-.y  r'»n..'"  •  l^iii  1."  n* 
plied  the  Sft  int.  "a  'imndrfili'i.ti  )•>  l^muc  i:  iminc'.ictiol) 
away.""  Purine  ibe  1>mii  nf  lou:'.  in'  fil;  lji>  >!n'!i::!.  ;':.:1- 
ingbim:  yet,  far  fruni  itiiatinp  aiivthinc  i:.  li!>  au>:<:'!:!<^>i. 
he  tbonirbt  bimwOf  nbliir<'«l  i:*  n*ii<ii.:ilc  li]>  fc-rvi-y  .i,  pro 
portion  aa  be  ad  van  ct'd  nran  r  lo  cnriiirx.  O:;  ;ln  <  vo  of 
the  Ascension  be  pwacbevl  lo  iiis  ]mo}i1c.  saiil  M:is»*,  K  'uc 
upbeM  by  two  jH'fsons  ainl  ^uvi-  ailvi<v  i»«  ;»'.i  \Alit^  iu\ 
dre.-*sed  th'.'mst'lTi'^  to  liim.  AfUT  tins  In*  lux  i1.^\mi  »»]i  1ii»* 
be<l,  whioli  was  a  luirflle  of  twiirs  plaiioil  toci'tlnr.  nyu]  n». 
ci:ived  thiOasl  sa<Taments.  Fn»m  that  moiiK  i:i  lu^  «Mit«M* 
tained  bimst'lf  with  (iikI  alone,  till  bis  sonl  wi^nl  ti\  pnvmtss 
Him  in  His  glory.  Histioath  bapix  iicd  on  \\\o  T.nli  t.r  May, 
1303,  in  tbe  fiftieth  year  of  liis  a^r. 

Reflection. — St.  Yvo  was  a  Saint  amidst  \\\o  danL'^M^  of 
the  world  ;  but  be  prescrvinl  his  virln««  nntainh'il  imlv  by 
arming  bims<^lf  carefully  nKainst  thiMu,  liy  efuivcrHlnK  hh 
siduously  with  Go<l  in  prayer  and  bnly  niiHlitatinn,  iiinl  by 
most   watchfully  shunning'  tha  HnareH  of   \)\v\  rn\\\\i\\\\^. 


as  Mbr  BMM  arT  TMap  aw  iHOMSmf :  and  tt»  «1    I 
of  It. 


May  33— ST.  JULIA,  Vi«K  ■■i^. 

^     Iha  dtx  wa«  taken  b;  Qenserie  in  4M,  ns  Mdd  Ear 
a  mUvo  (o  a  paft»i  nwrcbant  of  Syria  niTil  Fiw  Mmi 


i'h,-,>vtnliii-.>.  ;iiui  i-ciiii-iici-  sh,-  foiuui  a  liiin'i'ies.*  an.i  c.^m- 
.\.-\.-U:\  (..  i-My.^r  ;.M,1  mi.iii>i:  !).v.ks  .^f  pivtv.      Her  EiA.-=:v:. 

o.vJ  sii.'h.iT,  ;r.;.|  Kv:ii  ou  sli.»i>'  xc  join  ite  rdjrsTii  :'  l^ 
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tance,  because  she  would  not  be  defiled  bf  the  sapentltloua 
ceremonies  which  she  openly  reviled.  Felix,  the  governor 
of  the  island,  who  was  a  bigoted  pagan,  asked  who  this 
woman  was  who  dared  to  insult  the  gods.  Eusebias  tn- 
formed  him  that  she  was  a  Christian,  and  that  all  his 
authority  over  her  was  too  wealc  to  prevail  with  her  to  re- 
nounce her  religion,  but  that  he  found  her  so  diligent  and 
faithful  lie  could  not  part  with  lier.  The  governor  ofFerecl 
him  four  of  Ills  best  female  slaves  in  exchange  for  her. 
But  the  merchant  replied,  "  No;  all  yon  ore  worth  will  ixit 
parchase  her ;  for  I  would  freely  lose  the  most  valiuihle 
thing  I  have  in  the  world  ratlier  than  l>e  deprivt-d  of  her." 
However,  the  governor,  while  KusehiiiH  vm  drunk  and 
asleep,  took  upon  him  to  compel  her  tosiieriflei;  to  bin  (puis. 
He  offernl  to  procure  her  liberty  it  hIio  would  coiiipl}'. 
The  Saint  mnUe  answer  tlint  she  Wiis  ax  free  ns  hIic  di»tin:(I 
to  be  as  long  na  she  w.is  allowed  I'l  8";rvo  Jesus  CUr'mt. 
Felix,  thinking  himself  derided  liy  her  undituiili-d  and  reso- 
lute air,  in  a  transport  of  rage  cimseil  her  to  be  struck 
on  the  face,  and  the  hair  of  her  bend  to  be  torn  oft,  and, 
lastly,  ordered  her  to  be  hanged  on  a  cross  till  she  expired. 
Certftin  monks  of  the  isle  of  (iorgon  curried  off  tier  biMly ; 
but  in  763  Desiderins,  King  of  JjiimbHrily,  removed  her 
relics  to  Brescia,  where  her  memory  is  celebrated  with 
great  devotion. 

Reflection.— St.  Julia,  whether  fnie  or  a  slave,  whether 
in  prosperity  or  in  adversity,  was  equally  fervent  and  de- 
vout. She  adored  all  the  sweet  designs  of  Providence; 
and  far  from  complaining,  she  never  ceased  to  praise  and 
thank  God  under  all  His  holy  appointments,  making  Ihem 
always  the  means  of  her  vinuc  and  sanctificatioD.  God, 
by  an  admirable  chain  of  events,  raised  her  by  her  fidelity 
to  the  honor  of  the  saints,  and  to  the  dignity  of  a  virgin 
and  martyr. 


-  STS.  OONAT1AN  knd  ROCATIAN,  Martin. 


<=> 


i.-^i   ih.- 


.a,.::r„l  i; 


-,-.  ::.  !,M  a  nioM  ftiifyiiiir  life,  :<u< 
■  ■■■v.v-Tl  othvrs  10  faJih  in  I'bn-r. 
.-,-  ..-..  n-„s  n.-it  abk'  i,>  rt'si.^i  ;h. 
!  ■>■:.:,.!  !h,-f,in-e,>f  his>lijv.>iiui^s, 
:..--~i.  Biii  thf  birhop  hxiviiii:  wiih 
}.;ir.fr:f  for  fear  of  ihe  perst^ui ion, 
I  ;vt'  ii;;H  Kierauifnt,  tmt  was  slm.-i;} 
.,-.-1 ;  f'lr  hf  (JpfL-irpd  liimsolf  a  nirt;- 
I  i-:iil>Mi'i'  Tlini  siierti]  pri)f<'ssii>n  w.v 
lo  l--(s>mi'  a  i-,i;i.;i:;a;i'  f-r  nuinytilom.  IKiiiaiiiiu  w;is  im- 
iv.i,h.-.l  for  i.n.f,'^fi!;-  1.  niMf  a  ChHsliau.  and  f..r  having 
w;tinlTa\vn  oih'-r?.  ]  .irtii  Mlarly  his  lirother,  :nini  tiii'  ni^r- 
sliiji  fif  ibe  pMU.  Iiipii.in;in  "as  iliorefore  np[irthi'ni!iii. 
anil  Laving  b-iUlly  fniifi^Mii  t'lirist  Iwfiire  the  governor. 
WiLS  cast  iul.i  prison  an.l  l.^.U-d  »iih  [n>ns.  Rf>r<"ia'i  '"^' 
fl)*t  brouj:lit  before  ilie  \irefect.  who  endeavored  first  iJ 
gain  liitn  by  flxttlcring s'peetXie?., \i\A tiviftlTO^V^ia.  iuflesible, 
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■ant  taim  to  prison  with  his  brother.  Rogntian  grieTed  thkt 
ha  hftd  not  been  able  to  receive  the  Sacrament  of  Baptism, 
and  prajed  that  the  Iciu  of  peace  which  liia  brother  gave 
him  migbt  supply  i(.  Donatian  also  prayed  for  him  that 
hia  faith  might  procnre  for  him  the  effect  of  Baptism,  and 
tha  eltDslon  of  his  blood  that  of  Ihe  Sacrament  of  ConBrma- 
tion.  Tbej  passed  tbnt  night  together  in  fervent  prayer. 
Tbe7  were  the  nest  day  called  for  again  by  the  prefect,  to 
whom  thej  declared  that  thi'y  were  Ttaily  to  suffer  for  the 
name  of  Christ  whatever  torments  were  prepared  for  tliem. 
By  the  order  of  the  inhuman  judge  they  were  first  stretched 
on  the  raclf,  afterwards  their  heads  were  pierced  with 
lances,  and  lastly  cut  off,  about  the  year  S87. 

Reflection.— Three  things  are  ))lcasing  nnfo  Ood  and 
man  :  concord  among  brethren,  the  love  of  parents,  and  the 
onion  of  mnn  nnd  wife. 

May  25.— ST.  GREGORY  VII. 

©REGOEV  VII.,  by  name  HilJclirnnil,  was  bom  In  Tus- 
cany, about  the  year  1013.  He  was  educated  in 
Rome.  From  thence  he  went  to  France,  and  became  a 
monk  at  Cluny.  Afterwards  he  returned  to  Rome,  and  for 
many  yearn  filled  high  trusts  of  the  Holy  See.  Three  great 
evils  then  afflicted  the  Church :  simony,  concubinage,  and 
the  custom  of  receiving  investiture  from  lay  hands. 
Against  tlieac  three  corruptions  Gregory  never  ceased  to 
contend.  An  legale  of  Victor  II.  he  held  a  Conncil  at 
Lyons,  where  simony  was  condemned.  He  was  elected 
Pope  in  1073,  and  at  once  called  upon  the  pastors  of  the 
Catholic  world  to  lay  down  their  lives  rather  than  betray 
the  laws  of  God  to  the  will  of  princes.  Kome  was  in  retwl- 
lion  through  the  ambition  of  the  Cenci.  Gregory  excom- 
municated them.  They  laid  hands  on  him  at  Christmas 
during  the  midnight  Mass,  wounded  him,  and  ca&l  \i\m  \Ti\a 
prison.    Tbt /allowing  da/ he  was  reacned  by  tin  peo^te. 


LtTTMt  ncTomitx. 


Noit  urmn  hi*  oonflict  with  Benrj  IT.,  Enpnt 
innriy.  Thin  monArcb.  after  opealf  reUfeiog  ioi 
priili-ixltxl  t<i  dnpone  the  Pifpe-     Gregory 


Hk|v.-:'^7#5 

^>i 

i 

^ 

lli.Tni|"T..r      III-,  -iil.jirrs  (iinicil  nfjaiiisl,  him,  .ind  ,i1  lasl 

111'  si.iiKlii   alis.il of  CrcK'orv  lit  Calms';;!,      liul  lie  liiil 

li.il     |i.irHrvrii'  III'    set    ii|i    Itri    .iTilipopi',    iKi.i    li«>ici;i?ii 

:iii'U.iiy  in  lliiTiiHlli- iif  S[,  Aii!.'clii.  Tlic  a«c>ii  i>onIiffK.i3 
ililijTi'.l  til  lli'ii.  mill  "11  M;iy  -ir,.  109,1,  iilmiii  i|n.  scveniy- 
.■■.■.niil  yriir  of  liis  life  iiiiii  llu-  luclfrli  vear  of  his  [lonlili- 
.•a1.',  CiivpitA  ■■iilri-ril  iiilii  his  ri'st.  His  last  wi mis  were 
rail  i-r  a<li\mr  uis<liiiii  and  )iari.'iic('.  .U  he  was  dyiiis. 
Ih'shi.I.  -I  hiiv.'  lovriijiistiri'anil  h;ite(i  iniiiuity.  iherefore 
111 1  i-\l1i.."     Ili^  faithful  ;itifiui;.iil  misiveml.  ■■  Vk'ar 

;ivi'ii  llii-  (liiiilih's  fur  an  iiilnTiliinei',  and  the  ulloriooet 
■liilsof  tluM'arth  for  IliV  i.os>;i.'ssioii." 

Reflection,-  ICiKhi  luitiiii'f.l  yi-ars  are  [lassini  sim-e  S[. 
:ir.>ti.iy  ilii-ii,  i.ial  ins  sw  ilie  same  (.■onllift  r.-iicw..Hi  t^'toN 
uir  cvi's.      l.i't  us  \yuru  Uvim  \m\\ rv. ■yiffec  any  (>ei50c'Ji:oii 


■vorlc  or  The  sTATft.  T«;hfT  :>»ftTj  hoiTRj  the  i-i|rht« 
ilx  Sec. 

£»  May  26.-ST.  PHILIP  NCRk 

*«^HILIP  was  OTie  of  iho  i^oKio  lino  of  Sjunrj^  rAi«\?  np  by 
«*— ^  God  in  The  sixt^^riTh  conturr  to  c*mi5kMo  s^r\A  Now 
Hit  Church.  After  a  childho»>i  of  anpt'ho  boA«iy  tho  H*"^ 
Spirit  drew  him  away  from  Florence,  tho  pl«<v  of  his  hirlh. 
showed  him  the  world,  that  he  mi^t  frooly  roni^nioo  iu 
led  him  to  Rome,  modelled  him  in  mind  and  h<vin  aiu)  wilU 
and  then,  as  by  a  S(H>ond  IVnUxswt,  came  down  in  visiNo 
form  and  filled  his  S4iul  with  li^ht  and  )vai^  and  joy.  H^ 
woald  have  gone  to  India,  but  (it>«l  n^orvotl  him  U^r  Rome. 
There  he  went  on  simply  from  day  to  day.  drawing;  nowU  to 
Jesus,  exercising  thorn  ii\  niortiHoation  and  rharity.  nnd 
binding  them  together  by  rluvrful  dovt>tionM  ;  thus,  iincon- 
scioasly  to  himself,  undtT  tho  hiinds  of  Mary.  i\s  lit*  naid, 
the  Oratory  grew  up,  an<l  all  lionio  was  p«»rvatlod  and 
transformed  by  its  spirit.  His  lifo  was  a  rontiniioiis  ntim- 
cle,  his  habitual  state  an  ecstasy.  IIi«  rca<l  tho  hiMirts  of 
men,  foretold  their  future,  knew  thi'ir  eternal  dt'sliny. 
His  touch  gave  health  of  )K)dy  ;  his  vi^y  hMik  eahned  mouIm 
in  trouble  and  drove  away  temptatifUiM.  Ilo  wat  liny, 
genial,  and  irresistibly  winning;  neither  insull.  nor  wrong 
could  dim  the  brightn*\s.H  of  his  Joy. 

Philip  lived  in  an  atmosphere  of  suimhitH^  and  f^lmln^M 
which  brightem*fl  all  who  came  ne/ir  him.  *'  Whi'ti  I  mefc 
him  in  the  street/'  s;iys  otn*,  '*he  would  pat  my  chovU  nut] 
.say.  'Well,  how  is  I>on  iVlhrgrino?' and  N-avf*  rne  H*f  full 
of  ;oy  that  I  could  not  u-U  which  -Mty  I  waat  K'»'"1(" 
(r'u*"r^  .*aid  that  wh'-n  he  playfully  pullc/|  I  heir  hair  or 
thr.r  ears,  their  hearts  wMild  l^iund  with  J'^y,  Mffrr;)o 
Al:;er-  fr!:  MTsch  overfl'jwinjf  gladne^^  in  hi^  pre^/'Tic*^  fh^f. 
L^  -a.-i  ?h;I  p'^i  Tf^,m  wm  a  fiara/li-ie  on  eart\i  VK>rr\7A(« 
de  3iC^uimi  wcfoUIgoig^  MdMSM  or  p*'r]Ap.xi\j  %iA  tiUti«\  «^ 


liki;  th^  first  Cliristinns.  in  glaUiies-i  o(  lieart.  lie  ivMl  ilii^ 
Wiis  Ilif  (rue  filial  spirit ;  tliis  exjinnds  llic  soul,  glcing  it 
lilivpty  ami  [Mrfectinn  in  nclioTi,  power  over  U'lnptalions. 
arnl  fiill'Tiiid  !'■  iwi-sovithiicc. 

ST.  AUGUSTINE,  Apostle  of  England, 
"•y  I'r'iUBTiNE  was  prior  ot  tlic  uioiiaslcry  of  SI.  Andrew 
iJr-^     Oil  i)<i'  (.'u'liiiii.  mill  ivas  npi>ointed  by  St.  t! 
Ill"  (irfnt  tliiet  of  l\vo  inias\oi\ariea  wliom  lio  sent  to  Eiig- 


■ftor; 
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St.  Augustine  and  his  companions,  having  heard  on  their 
journey  many  reports  of  the  l>arbari8m  and  ferocity  of  the 
pagan  English,  were  afraid,  and  wished  to  turn  back. 
But  St.  Gregory  replied,  **Go  on,  in  God's  name!  The 
greater  your  hardships,  the  greater  your  crown.  May  the 
grace  of  Almighty  God  protect  you,  and  give  me  to  see  the 
fruit  of  your  labor  in  the  heavenly  country  !  If  I  cannot 
share  your  toil,  I  shall  yet  share  tjje  harvest,  for  God 
knows  that  it  is  not  good-will  which  is  wanting.''  The 
band  of  missionaries  wont  on  in  obedience. 

Landing  at  Ebbsfleet,  between  Sandwich  and  Riunsgate, 
they  met  King  Ethel bort  and  his  thanes  under  a  great 
oak-tree  at  Minster,  and  announced  to  him  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ.  Instant  and  complete  success  attended  their 
preaching.  On  Whit -Sunday,  596,  King  Ethel  Ixjrt  was 
baptized,  and  his  example  was  followed  by  the  greater 
number  of  his  nobles  and  people.  By  <legrees  the  Faith 
spread  far  and  wide,  and  Augustine,  ns  Papal  legate,  set 
out  on  a  visitation  of  Britain.  He  faile<l  in  his  attempt  to 
enlist  the  Britons  of  the  west  in  the  work  of  his  apostolate, 
through  their  obstinate  jealousy  and  pri<le  ;  but  his  success 
was  triumphant  from  south  to  north.  St.  Augustine  died 
after  eight  years  of  evangelical  labors.  The  Anglo-Saxon 
Church,  which  he  founded,  is  still  famous  for  its  learning, 
zeal,  and  devotion  to  the  Holy  See,  while  its  calendar  com- 
memorates no  less  than  300  Saints,  half  of  whom  were  of 
roval  birth. 

Reflection. — The  work  of  an  apostle  is  the  work  of  the 
right  hand  of  G04I.  He  often  chooses  weak  instruments 
for  His  mightiest  purfjoses.  The  most  sure  augury  of  last- 
ing success  in  missionary  labor  is  obedience  to  superiors 
and  diffidence  in  self. 


■L             I.        i  I     I      WT     ir  f        1    k    s       n 

e                    r        I  i     l   rtuel  t    n  o          r      f  NtPt 

M           I  ),'      \  1.  Fl  r  nc      M       1        l'i-4       te 

c!      1.   I  I    r             l  I    r               H       of  \Ur    MicJ    « 

cni.              Tiwkin  Tffpr 

<1               1  1    r  1  f*-  I  f  r  I            a  1  f      f    «  nan  e  for 

K              ho  of  I          f       r  L  re]  ^^I      r  ^  hw 

f    rf     ■%  t.       *■      w      ob  i          ob-er  ant 

of  (i     re   1  umlle  \           ^   \  ■v  4\wi.^tceot  refer 
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enoe  for  the  leligioii*  life.  She  lored  poTerty  and  suffer^ 
iogy  and  hungered  after  Oommnnion.  The  day  of  Com- 
mimion  she  called  the  day  of  love.  The  charity  that 
bomed  in  her  heart  led  her  in  her  yonth  to  choose  the 
honae  of  the  Carmelites,  hecanse  the  religious  therein 
oommnnlcated  every  day.  She  rejoiced  to  see  others  com* 
notonicate,  even  when  she  was  not  allowed  to  do  so  her- 
self;  and  her  love  for  her  sisters  grew  when  she  saw 
them  receive  Our  Lord. 

God  raised  her  to  high  states  of  prayer,  and  gave  her 
rare  gifts,  enabling  her  to  read  the  thoughts  of  her 
novices,  and  filling  her  with  wisdom  to  direct  them  aright. 
She  was  twice  choeen  mistress  of  novices,  and  then  made 
superioress,  when  Qod  took  her  to  Himself,  May  25,  1607. 
Her  body  is  incorrupt. 

Reflection. — St  Mary  Magdalen  of  Pazzi  was  so  filled 
with  the  love  of  Qod  that  her  sisters  in  the  monastery 
observed  it  in  her  love  of  themselves,  and  called  her  *'the 
Mother  of  Charity  *'  and  ^'  the  Charity  of  the  Monastery.'* 

VENERABLE  BEDE. 

VENERABLE  Bede,  the  illustrious  ornament  of  the 
Anglo-Saxon  Church  and  the  first  English  histo- 
rian, was  consecrated  to  Qod  at  the  age  of  seven,  and  in- 
trusted to  the  care  of  St.  Benedict  Biscop  at  Wearmouth. 
He  became  a  monk  in  the  sister-house  of  Jarrow,  and  there 
trained  no  less  than  six  hundred  scholars,  whom  his  piety, 
learning,  and  sweet  disposition  had  gathered  round  him. 
To  the  toils  of  teaching  and  the  exact  observance  of  his 
mle  he  added  long  hours  of  private  prayer,  and  the  study 
of  ever}'  branch  of  science  and  literature  then  known.  He 
was  familiar  with  Latin,  Greek,  and  Hebrew.  In  the 
treatise  which  he  compiled  for  his  scholars,  still  extant,  he 
threw  together  all  that  the  world  had  then  &Iot«^  Va 
history,  chronolcgy,  physic^   music,   phUoaopYi^^  V^^^ 


[■UTK. 


■lithoMtk,  and  iiMdioiD«.  !□  bs  Ecclesiantcal  Htsurf 
tut  bai  lert  lu  beaoufnl  lives  of  AagitiSmxoa  Sainu  ud 
boly  Fmhen,  wttile  bis  commentaria  on  iht>  Boljr  Sctipt- 
um  are  still  in  lue  br  the  CltDich.  It  wan  lo  Um  and;  of 
Ibe  Dii-inc  Word  Ibst  be  d«TOt«d  iti«  vliule  e»«tS7  '>'  ^ 
fool,  aod  at  time*  bts  cnaiMinction  iras  so  otvrjiuwfiTtii; 
that  bis  Toice  (cvnld  brexk  with  weeping,  wbilr  tbe  Min 
of  his  scholars  miDgled  vith  his  oirii.  Be  bad  little  .lid 
from  othm.  and  during  hU  later  yeitn  snllcrnl  Iiota 
coDSI.-itU  illness  ;  jet  he  worked  and  prayed  up  to  his  last 

Tbe  Saint  irns  employed  in  tr&ntilating  the  Goqw]  at  St. 

.Ii)l)ri  fnmi  itir  (iii^i'k  up  lo  llie  ti^uir  o£  his  deaib.  which 
look  lihii'i^iin  Asi'.'u-iiiii  Ii;iy,  a,d.  7:!o.  ■■  lie  spt'iit  Ihanlay 
joyfully,"'  »Ti('-s  oiii"  of  his  M-I]iil;irs.  And  in  the  erening 
thr  l>'<y  will)  alii'ii<l<'<l  l.im  said.  "  De:\r  tuiister,  there  i^ 
yet  'iiiL-  M'lil.Tic-  imnritien."'  llf  Jins^nvivd,  "  Write  il 
(jLiurkly,"  Pn-srnlly  the  y.iiilh  s;iid.  "  Xow  it  is  wriHen." 
Ill-  rv|ilii-i).  ■■(Jimdl  tliou  hast  said  the  truth — mmun- 
iixitum  i.st  ;  lake  my  liead  into  Ihy  hands,  tor  it  is  verj 
pleiiMtrit  111  uu-  to  sit  fa';:iis  my  old  pniying-plsce,  and 
ttiere  lo  c'all  ii|...n  my  Failier.''  And  so  on  llie  Boor  of  bis 
eell  111-  Nint:.  "Cilory  he  lo  the  Father,  Son,  j.nd  Holy 
CluLst:'"  anil  just  as  he  said  '■  Holy  Ghost, '- bo  breathed 
liis  last,  ;inil  u'eiil  to  the  rciilnis  iibuvc. 

Reflection.  —  "  Tho  niorn."  siiys  (he  IiPitati-m  of  Chriii, 
"a  iL];iiL  is  iiiiiU'd  within  himself  and  interiorly  simjOe. m 
niiuh  llii'  more  and  deeper  things  doth  ho  tinderitauJ 
witlnml  hilii-r  ;  for  he  recelveth  llie  ligiit  of  undorslaudiug 


jS- 


May  28.-ST.  GERMANUS,  Bishop. 
(iKUMvsi'si.  the  glory  of  the  Church  of  France  it 
ihe    sixtli   eenUiTV,   was  Iwrn  in   the  territory  of 
I,  abiHil    the    jeiiv    4fta.    \\\  \\i!.  ■jisaA-v  \\i  ■*tt4  con- 
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spicuoQS  for  biB  fervor.  Being  ordained  prieet,  he  was 
nuide  abbot  of  St.  Sjmpborian's  ;  be  was  favored  at  that 
time  with  the  gifts  of  miracles  and  prophecy.  It  waa  hia 
custom  to  watch  the  great  part  of  tbe  night  in  the  cbnrch 
in  prayer,  whilst  hia  monks  slept.  Oue  night,  in  a  dream, 
he  thought  a  venerable  old  man  presented  him  with  tbo 
keys  of  the  city  of  Paris,  and  said  to  him  that  God  com- 
mitted to  bis  care  the  inhabitants  of  th.it  city,  that  he 
EboDtd  save  them  from  perishing.     Four  years  after  thia 


divine  a'Inionilion,  in  534,  happening  to  beat  Paris  when 
that  ai«  Ijocaine  vacant  on  the  deniise  of  tbe  Bishoj)  Guiie- 
bius,  he  was  txalled  to  the  eiiisciii>al  cliair,  tliough  hw  en- 
deavored by  many  tears  to  decline  the  charge.  His  pro- 
motion made  no  alteration  in  hia  mode  of  life.  Tbe  snmo 
siiuplicitv  and  frugality  appeared  in  hia  dress,  tabic,  and 
f  nniiture.  His  bouse  was  perpetually  crowded  with  the  poor 
and  the  afflicted,  and  he  had  always  many  beggars  at  his 
own  table.  God  gave  to  his  sermons  a  wondec[ii\  \u&vlci^<m 
over  tbe  minda  of  sU  ranks  of  pcoplo  ;  ko  tbal  \^\&  Iaka  d 


r  rnUp  vmm  m  m  vmf  ifeMt  timu  quite  ebaoged.  1 
iUiai^  <A*  dl  An  had  been  ftD  ambitioni,  ' 
f»am,  W  ^Mhi^  MKicrted  bj  the  siTt«tn« 
|MM^M  AMsan  rf  tte  Gmhi,  And  foQoded 
IWMB  MMMMm^  ib4  HBl  Urp  sams  of  mooe; 
R  to  dtaoAMad  UBODg  the  indigeoL 
»ImB  aMbiivar  that  aMland 
1  tfca  gnat  duties  of  hit 
r  4(  Nb  M»;  Mr  did  the  wvabiesB  to 
4hM>  U>  mmtmd  navHakHl  KdacRl  him  make  him 
^AaiM-  n;nain«  »  4*  JWtaMBidaa  of  bis  penitential  iifc, 
kt  **iiiil.  hr  ?*>AM(Mt4  ks  ttmv  *s  bf>  approached  nmm 

'  "*■;   -  ;~i.  ■---■      .  -  ■.'  >;iiin   nintinued  bis 

it.'.--  ■■•-■...    .:'  ^  ■  :,rj  r;i  he  was  called  lo 

-V-  ■      -     ;,    -  ,  :.-  ..  : . ,  e-:^  „:'  May.  576.  being 


-ST.  CTRIL,  Martjr. 


F.t   «.tf  Uatitiai.a  1 


tii  1 


ti  j..y. 


hf..-.      w'hci;  iiis::i-.hvr  :ii  h:s  fury  nirmii  i.im  oiii  ofd^xrs^ 
h-:  ^.'tid  In-  Lad  I1.15S  liitii'.  Slid  would  nitivf  a  gri-:it  reivcu- 

l«.Tu^;  inslt-ad. 

S'^jii   atier,  he  was  brought   before  ibo   niagiirraic  on 
atxntijit  of  Ilia  faitli.     ^'i  Uireavs  4:ou\A  \suO&.«  Vum  sbuir  n 
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sigo  of  fear,  and  the  judge,  pitying  perhaps  hia  tender 
fears,  offered  him  his  freedom,  assured  him  of  bis  father's 
forgiTenesB,  and  besought  him  to  retam  to  bis  home  and 
JDheritaoce.  But  the  blessed  youth  replied,  "I  left  mf 
home  gladlf,  for  I  have  a  greater  and  a  better  which  is 
Trailing  for  me."  He  was  filled  with  tlie  same  beavenlf 
desires  to  the  end.  lie  wns  taken  to  the  fire  as  if  for  exe- 
cution, iind  was  then  brought  back  and  re-eiRintned,  but 
he  only  protested  against  the  cruel  delay.  Led  out  to  die, 
he  hurried  on   the  executioners,  gazed  unmoved  at  the 


Reflection.— Ask  Our  Lord  to  make  all  earthly  joy  in- 
sipid, and  to  All  you  with  the  constant  desire  of  heaven. 
This  desire  will  make  labor  easy  and  suffering  light.  It 
will  make  you  fervent  and  detached,  and  bring  yon  even 
here  a  foretaste  of  that  eternal  Joy  and  peace  to  which  yon 
are  hastening. 


r. 


.1  :l  Di-TniiHy  iiri'l  lri..>:.ni:irL.,n.  Tlirtv  councils 
111  :it  Anti-i.-li  tr,  .■(-■iiiiin.:  his  cati.-f,  :ti..l  in  ibe 
-■■  iiil.li'.l  }ii  -Jill,  U-iii;;  cl'-firly  couvii-tttl  .if  heTMJ, 
iiirl  iiy.iiiy  •..■aiiii.ilriii.,  crimps,  he  was  oxcumniiini- 
.iL<l  'l.-|.i.-.il,  ;ii]-l  DoiiiDiis  W.13  siibstitiiieU  in  lii-' 
A.  ]';iiil  >iill  krjit  iio,-i.-iowion  of  iho  cpiswial 
.III'  S;.ihl  li.nl  ri'i-i.iirvc  k.  ilio  Eni[«Ti'r  Aiin'iiM. 
r.iiL-li  H  pii!:.iii,  tiiivr  iin  iinlcr  that  Iho  lumse  sh.iaid 
In  Mill  I.,  ^^hom  tlio  bishops  of  I'.oiuu  Hiid  lulr 
■  I  ii  'lln'  iHTKi'ciKiiiu  of  Aiiretiau  breaking  onl, 
X,  fiMiVss  'it  i\ni\get,*\'rev.^lwne(l  ihe  weak,  I'n- 
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ooumged  all,  baptized  the  catechamens.  and  continiied  to 
exert  himself  in  convening  infidels  10  the  Faith.  He  him- 
self obtained  the  glorr  of  martyrdom.  He  goTemed  the 
Church  five  years,  and  |>a5sed  to  a  glorious  eternity  in  274. 

Reflection. — The  example  vf  Our  Saviour  and  of  all  His 
saints  ought  to  ei^eourage  us  under  all  tri;ils  to  suffer  with 
patience  and  even  with  joy.  We  shall  soon  Itegin  to  feel 
that  it  is  sweet  to  tread  in  the  stefxs  of  a  God  man.  and 
shall  find  that  if  we  courasreously  take  up  our  crosses,  He 
will  make  them  light  by  sharing  the  burden  with  us. 

May  31.— ST.  PETRONILL\  Virgin. 

*  J  I'MOXG  the  iliscipl<-s  of  the  ay^isiles  in  the  primitive 
ck^^  age  of  saints  this  holy  virgin  shone  as  a  bright 
star  in  the  Church.  She  lived  when  Chrisiians  were  more 
solicitous  to  live  well  than  to  writt.*  much  :  ihoy  knew  how 
to  die  for  Christ,  but  did  not  ctMupile  long  lHX»ks  in  which 
vanity  has  often  a  greater  ^hare  than  charity,  llcnco  no 
particular  account  of  her  actions  has  bt»en  han«U'd  down  to 
US.  But  how  eminent  her  sanctity  was  we  may  judge  fnmi 
the  lustre  by  which  it  was  distinguishtnl  among  aiK>stle3, 
prophets,  and  martyrs.  She  is  said  to  have  lK.»en  a  daugh- 
ter of  the  apostle  St.  Peter;  that  St,  IVtcr  was  marricil 
before?  his  vocation  to  the  aptv>tleship  we  learn  from  the 
Gospel.  St.  Clement  of  Alexandria  assures  us  that  his  wife 
attained  to  the  glory  of  martyrdom,  at  whieh  Peter  him- 
self encouraged  her,  bidding  her  to  romemlxT  Our  Lonl. 
But  it  seems  not  certain  whether  St.  Pelronilla  was  nioro 
than  the  spiritual  daughter  of  that  aix>slle.  She  flourislietl 
at  liome,  and  was  buried  on  the  way  to  Ardea,  where  in 
ancient  times  a  cemetery  and  a  cliurch  bore  her  name. 

Reflection. — With  the  saints  the  great  end  for  whieh 
they  lived  was  always  present  to  their  minds,  and  they 
thought  every  moment  lost  in  which  they  did  i\c\.  mi\V^ 


J-~*  I.  -ST.  JUSTIN,  Martyr. 
(^7  ;-.->..  -^  .-...^  ■..  -„.:M':m-uT.i,i  N^aHiSin 
fJ  >,.L....r:A.  :>-.  ..:  T;..-  i-.ir  J.W.  He  was  n-ell  eJ"- 
c,,:---:,  ,ia.:  irive  l/.T-ii'.:  ;.i  ihr-  Mudy  of  jkliilosoplij"'  •'"' 
;i".j..s-i  w;:a  ..nt  ..■'■;.>,■:.  iba!  he  niit:in  loam  tlie  knon-Miw 
of  1.;.-!.  Hi-  '-■:ij!i:  !ii:*  kr.-mUiL-f  anumg  lUe  frtiKcnJini 
s.^j.>-.:s  .-.f  i.h:;.-^i>:.hy.  Un  aUMVji  in  vain."  till  at  I;ist  G.>d 
bini^.-lf  aT.].:M-..-.i  iik>  liilr^t  »liioh  He  ha.i  crenled.  One 
day.  wliile  Ju^iiiii  wa,-  wiilkiiii:  by  tlio  seashore,  uieiiitatinjt 
on  Ibe  tliougbt  i.if  God.  an  okl  man  met  him  nnd  questions*' 
liiin  on  tbe  subj^'t  of  his  doubts  :  nnd  wb^n  he  bad  mait 
■liittia  confess  that  xXxa  5t\\u!»^Uers  taught  nothing  ctnain 
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about  God,  he  told  him  of  the  writings  of  the  inspired 
prophets  and  of  Jesus  Christ  Whom  they  announced,  and 
bade  him  seek  light  and  understanding  through  prayer. 
The  Scriptures  and  the  constancy  of  the  Christian  martyrs 
led  Justin  from  the  darkness  of  human  reason  to  the  light 
of  faith.  In  his  zeal  for  the  Faith  he  travelled  to  Greece, 
Elgypt,  and  Italy,  gaining  many  to  Christ.  At  Kome  he 
sealed  his  testimony  with  his  blood,  surrounded  by  his  dis- 
ciples. '*  Do  you  think,"  the  prefect  said  to  Justin,  **  that 
by  dying  you  will  enter  heaven,  and  be  rewarded  by  God  ? " 
**I  do  not  think,"  was  the  Saint's  answer;  **I  know." 
Then,  as  now,  there  were  many  religious  opinions^  but  only 
one  certainty — the  certainty  of  the  Catholic  faith.  This 
certainty  should  be  the  measure  of  our  confidence  and  our 


Reflection. — Wo  have  received  the  gift  of  faith  with 
little  labor  of  our  own.  Let  us  learn  how  to  value  it  from 
those  who  reached  it  after  long  search,  and  lived  in  the 
misery  of  a  world  which  did  not  know  God.  Let  us  fear, 
as  St.  Justin  did,  the  account  we  shall  have  to  render  for 
the  gift  of  God. 

ST.  PAMPHILUS,  Martyr. 

r^T.  Pamphilus  was  of  a  rich  and  honorable  family, 
y^  and  a  native  of  Berytus,  in  which  city,  at  that  time 
famous  for  its  schools,  he  in  his  youth  ran  through  the 
whole  circle  of  the  sciences,  and  was  afterward  honored 
with  tike  first  employments  of  the  magistracy.  After  he 
began  to  know  Christ,  he  could  relish  no  other  study  but 
that  of  salvation,  and  renounced  ever>'thing  else  that  he 
might  apply  himself  wholly  to  the  exercises  of  virtue  and 
the  studies  of  the  Holy  Scriptures.  This  accomplished 
master  in  profane  sciences,  and  this  renowned  magistrate, 
was  not  ashamed  to  become  the  humble  scholar  ot  P\^t\\is^ 
the  successor  of  Origen,  in  the  great  catecbet\ca\  «c\voc\  ol 
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Alexandrin,  He  nfterwaril  made  CjoBarea,  in  P&I«etiD^ 
his  residence,  where,  nt  liis  private  expense,  hv  colleclt^  » 
great  library,  nhicb  lie  beston'od  on  the  chnroh  of  Ihsi 
city.  The  SainI  esUiblisbed  there  also  a  public  achool  of 
ucrod  tiierature,  and  to  bis  labors  the  Chiirtb  ims  indebled 
(or  a  most  correct  edition  of  ihe  Holy  Bible,  which,  wiib 
iufiniie  e«rfl,  he  tmuacribed  himself.  But  nothing  was 
more   remarkable    in  this  Saint  thiin    his  extraonlinarj 


hiimihiy.  His  iwieriinl  isi:.ii>  b.'  ni  1i-ii;;(h  'lislribiiinl 
RiuDU^  the  poitr ;  ruwitrds  his  slaves  and  duinfi^tic.~  liis  Iir- 
havior  was  iiln'nya  tbiU  uf  a  brother  or  a  tender  fadicr. 
He  led  a  nioKl  aiistcTC  life,  st-qiiestered  from  lh.e  world  .luJ 
its  eom|iftny,  and  was  indefaligabie  in  iiibi>r.  Pudi  a 
Tirluo  was  his  a[i|>ri'iiric'eship  to  thp  grace  of  luanyniflia. 
In  the  year  307,  Uvbimiis,  Iho  cruel  governor  of  Palesiiiie, 
canscd  him  to  bo  apprehended,  and  commanded  liim  in  be 
most  inlimuanjy  tormented.  But  the  iron  hooka  wbieb 
tore  the  martyr's  sides  ser\-ed  nnly  to  cover  the  judge  with 
conrii.iion,  AtUr  tliis,  tlie  Saint  remained  almost  l"o 
J'eiirs  in  prison.      Vrl»an\\s,  \\\fi  spKCTa^n.'^i.v^  lv\raself  f*- 


\ 
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headed  by  an  order  of  the  Emperor  Maximinas,  but  waa 
succeeded  by  Firmilian,  a  mnn  not  less  barbarous  than 
bigoted  and  superstitious.  After  several  butcheries,  he 
eaused  St.  Pamphilua  to  be  brought  before  him,  and  passed 
sentence  of  death  upon  him.  His  flesh  was  torn  off  to  the 
very  bones,  and  his  bowels  exposed  to  view,  and  the  tor- 
ments were  continued  a  long  time  without  intermission, 
but  he  never  once  opened  his  mouth  so  much  as  to  groan. 
He  finished  his  martyrdom  by  a  slow  fire,  and  died  invok- 
ing Jesus,  the  Son  of  God. 

Reflection. — A  cloud  of  witnesses,  a  noble  army  of  mar- 
tyrs, teach  us  by  their  constancy  to  suffer  wrong  with 
patience,  and  strenuously  to  resist  evil.  Tlie  daily  trials 
we  meet  with  from  others  or  from  ourselves  are  always 
sent  us  by  Grod,  Who  sometimes  throws  difficulties  in  our 
way  on  purpose  to  reward  our  conquest ;  and  sometimes, 
like  a  wise  physician,  restores  us  to  our  health  by  bitter 
potions. 

June   2.— STS.    POTHINUS,    Bishop,    SANCTUS,    ATTA- 
LU8,  BLANDINA,  and  the  other  Martyrs  of  Lyons« 

*v  I^FTER  the  miraculous  victory  obtained  by  the  prayers 
fj^^  of  the  Christians  under  Marcus  Aurelius,  in  174, 
the  Church  enjoyed  a  kind  of  peace,  though  it  was  often 
disturl>ed  in  particular  places  by  popular  commotions,  or 
by  the  superstitious  fury  of  certain  governors.  This  ap- 
pears from  the  violent  persecution  which  was  raised  three 
years  after  the  aforesaid  victory,  at  Vienne  and  Lyons,  in 
177,  whilst  St.  Pothinus  was  Bishop  of  Lyons,  and  St. 
Irenaeus,  who  had  been  sent  thither  by  St.  Polycarp  out  of 
Asia,  was  a  priest  of  that  city.  Many  of  the  principal 
Christians  were  brought  before  the  Roman  governor. 
Among  them  was  a  slave,  Blandina :  and  her  mistress,  also 
a  Christian,  feared  that  Blandina  lacked  strength  lo  bx^^^ 
the  torture.    She  waa  tormented  a  whole  day  l\ito\x^>>a^X» 


It  all  via  ja;  tin  tbe  execDtionen  g&ra  v^ai 
ooldoae.     Red-bol  pUUes  w 

of  VJemie.  tni  bis  bodr  In 
oat  gnal  won,  moA  be  looked  no  toniwr  Viki<  n 
n  tbe  KidBl  of  his  tortoras  h«  was  "bedeoed  tai 

\ij  Ifae  nreaiB  ot  beaTenlr  water  which  Ooin  ■ 
Oe  aide  of  Ctinst."  Meatiiiiii«,  mAnj-  confesofl  i 
kipt  in  iviKWi,  and  with  Ifaem  were  inicc  who  I 
ban  t«n&ed  tnio  apouasj.      Even    the    faeath«ni 


T.  ;ne  ChrJsriars  who  were 
Mis,  3n-.i  iht>  misfry  nf  the 
:>-si.-r¥  l.r.>Ti;;liI  back  iIkim 
.."^  ■■  :h.it  Virgin  Mrth^r," 
■iT^-   :>^  aj.-;,jii   in  Dinat. 

■H'-.z  --^r  viv.inirt-r  brother 


_">  ■j';  Clirstians  were  eallai 
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to  sweeten  goffering,  to  temper  earthly  delight,  till  we  enter 
into  the  joy  of  Our  Lord. 

June  3.— ST.  CLOTILDA,  Queen. 

fr>fT.  Clotilda  was  daughter  of  Chilpcric,  younger 
^^  brother  to  Gondebald,  the  tyrannical  King  of  Bur- 
gundy, who  put  him  and  his  wife,  and  his  other  brothers, 
except  one,  to  death,  in  order  to  usurp  their  dominions. 
Clotilda  was  brought  up  in  her  uncle's  court,  and,  by  a 
ainguUir  providence,  was  instructed  in  the  Catholic  religion, 
thoagh  she  was  educated  in  the  midst  of  Arians.  Her  wit, 
beauty,  meekness,  modesty,  and  piety  made  her  the  adorn- 
tioQ  of  all  the  neighboring  kingdoms,  and  Clovis  I.,  sur- 
named  the  Great,  the  victorious  king  of  tlie  Franks,  de- 
manded and  obtained  her  in  marriage.  She  honored  her 
royal  husband,  studied  to  sweeten  his  warlike  temper  by 
Christian  meekness,  conformed  herself  to  bis  humor  in 
things  that  were  indifferent,  and,  the  Ijetter  to  ^ain  his 
affections,  made  those  things  the  subject  of  her  discourse 
and  praises  in  which  she  knew  him  to  take  the  gn^atest  do- 
light.  When  she  saw  herself  mistress  of  his  heart,  she  did 
not  defer  the  great  work  of  endeavoring  to  win  him  to  (Jod, 
but  the  fear  of  giving  offence  to  his  people  made  him  delay 
his  conversion.  His  miraculous  victory  over  the  Alemanni, 
and  his  entire  conversion  in  496,  were  at  length  the  fruit  of 
our  Saint's  prayers.  Clotilda,  having  gained  to  God  this 
great  monarch,  never  ceased  to  excite  him  to  glorious  ac- 
tions for  the  divine  honor;  among  other  religious  founda- 
tions, he  built  iii  Paris,  at  her  request,  about  the  year  Till, 
the  great  church  of  Sts.  Peter  and  Paul,  now  called  St. 
Geneviev(j\s.  This  great  prince  died  on  the  27th  of  No- 
vemlxT,  in  the  year  511,  at  the  age  of  forty-five,  having 
reigned  thirty  years.  His  eldest  son,  Theodoric,  reigned 
at  Rheims  over  the  eastern  parts  of  France,  Chxlomir 
reigned  at  Orleans,  Cbildebert  at  Paris,  and  C\o\VL\Tt\.  ^\» 


■.T  :j.tu.  ai.il  iltp.iri^iJ  luibe 


um  or  THS  SAnrra. 


Juns  4.— ST.  FRANCIS  CARACC10L0. 

BRANCis  vTiia  born  in  th?  kiiigtlom  of  N]ipk>s.  of  the 
prince])'  family  of  CnrHcciolo.  In  cliildliotxl  he 
sbuoned  all  Ainusenieiits,  recited  Ilic  Rosnry  ivguliirly.  nnd 
loved  to  ^isit  the  Blessed  Sncrnment  and  to  distribute  liis 
food  to  the  poor.  Au  attnck  of  leprosy  taught  hlui  llie 
Tilenesa  of  the  haman  body  and  the  rnnity  of  the  norid. 
Almost  miraculously  cured,  he  renounced  his  homo  to 
Etudy  for  tht-  priesthood  at  Naples,  n-Iierc  he  si>ont  his 
leisure  hours  in  the  prisons  or  visinng  the  Blessed  Sacra- 
ment in  unfrequented  churches,  Gmi  called  him,  when 
only  twenly-five,  to  found  jin  Order  of  Clerks  Bi'sular, 
nhusc  rule  iras  that  each  day  one  father  fiisti'd  on  liii-ad 
and  n'nter,  another  took  the  diitcipline,  a  third  wore  a  hair- 
shirt,  while  tliey  nltrays  watclii'd  by  turns  in  ])cr|ielual 
adoration  before  the  Blctiscd  Sacrament.  They  took  the 
usual  vons,  adding  a  fourth — not  to  desire  dignities.  To 
establish  his  Order,  Francis  undertook  many  JouTytft-ji 
through  Italy  and  Spain,  on  foot  and  withoat  mone)',  coi^ 
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«Mm  yamMa  iMMl  »f  liio  nlRlit  pmrtajrh^^va 

l^iMi*  U>v«     Hui  It  WM  tMtnM  Uw  BhanA  i 
fWWMi-ia  4ii  kM  tUuiM  Unt  111*  tiM«  a      ~ 

mu   >M   ki>   (mw  l*l»m   llin   UlmrnwJr.    and    ^m^^I^ 

•Vt-VM<<i|S^  u  .iMi*  ilu^.timl  by  hii.i^rnitl  Siv.  -  A*  ^a  4 


j..,.o   :>.      nl.   BONIFACE,   Biihop,   Martyr. 

!i',',l,  ,,..',. ..I      II,  ,- H.ltlu.  I ,M...-VMf  K,'cmin.sUT..ii..'l 

«,i..  (I li.uM.-.l  l>.i    ln-.,i|,..,i„li..  «ork,       IIU  liM  MU-n)l^ 

t..  r.iiixil   ll.r  iMi^i.ri^  in  HmUjiii.I  Uj>v  iiit:  faiU'iI,  )i<' n<'Lit  [>' 
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It  was  »  slow  snd  daugproiu  tusk ;  his  own  life  wtu  hi  wu- 
Aant  peril,  while  hb  flock  wks  ofton  ivtlui-txl  ti>  ntijn'l 
povert  V  by  the  w&ntlering  robber  hKiiiK  Y»>l  hi*  t^mrnKO 
neror  fl»^cd.  He  bcg^a  with  Ituvariu  niul  TtiuriiiKiH, 
neit  visiied  FrieftlHiid,  then  pftMe«l  ou  U>  Htvuu<  mul  Siixiiiiy, 
eveiywbvre  desiroyirii;  the  idol  tei»)>lcH  imd  miMinit  I'hiin'ht-ii 
oti  their  site.  He  endenvoreil,  a«  fur  im  )Hitwilih'.  tti  iimku 
every  object  of  idolatry  etHitriimte  in  whih'  way  li>  thti 


glory  i)f  God:  iin  oiiu  occasion,  Imv-hii;  i:iii  dnnri  nii  tin- 
in<;ii»eoak  which  was  conscerati-tl  to  Jii|)ilrr,  hi-  iiHi-d  liio 
tree  in  building  u  church,  whidi  ho  d<-ili<.-iitcd  to  Ihi;  I'riiKit 
of  the  ApiKttles.  IIu  wan  miK  nt-allt-il  lo  Itoim-,  rimnn. 
cr.Ued  Bishop  by  the  I'<>|k>,  iimi  r>-tiiriic!d  In  cxtcuil  nnd 
organize  IIik  miiig  German  Church,  With  diligi-iil  I'arn 
he  reformeil  abusefl  atnoug  Ihi;  rsLinting  Hurny.  niiil  iitlab- 
lished  religious  houKea  ilimugiiont  thn  land.  Ai  li'iiijih, 
feeling  his  inflrmiiles  iucreaif-,  and  fearful  of  I'Minic  hii) 
inarfyr's  crown,  BoolfaL-o  affx^iiitcd  a  mi<;i:f«wiT  Vi^  \v\» 
moaastlery.  and  aet  out  to  conrert  a  fnmli  \k^\\  UftM. 


in  ISTTIM  PICTOBUI. 

While  St.  Bonifiice  was  wailing  to  administer  Confirm*-  I 
tion  to  some  newlj-lmpiiEed  Chriatiau^,  a  trtx^  of  [wgua 
Arrived,  armed  with  sworda  and  spenrx.  His  attendanu 
would  haye  opiiosLHl  tliem,  but  tlie  Baint  said  lo  bis  fol- 
lowers: "My  cliildren,  c«aae  your  resistnnco:  the  long- 
e^ipeettsl  daj  is  como  ut  liisl.  Scripture  Torbida  iia  lo  resist 
evil,  hei  113  put  our  hope  in  Ood  :  He  will  save  our  soula." 
Scarcely  had  he  censed  spealtlng,  when  the  barbarians  M 
upon  him  And  slew  him  with  all  bis  attendaoti^  to  tin 
number  of  fifty -two- 
Reflect  ion.— St.  Boniface  teaches  ns  bow  the  love  of 
Christ  fhnii'.'e.s  all  tliiiijp.  It  was  for  Christ's  sake  that  he 
ti)il.><l  fur  .■;i)iils.  |>n'f<;rniii,'  iioverty  lo  riches,  labor  to  resl. 
KUlTfriii;:  to  |j|,'asuri;,  death  to  lify,  that  by  dying  he  might 
livun.tli  ('lin>i. 

June  6.-ST.  NORBERT,  Bishop. 

Of  iiolili'  rank  ami  rare  tak-iits,  Norbert  jtassed  a  most 
piling  yoiitli,  and  enteri'd  llie  ecclesiastical  state. 
By  II  iilrarigt!  citntradictiim,  his  conduct  now  becatne  » 
scandiil  to  his  sjicred  calling,  and  at  the  court  of  tiie  Em- 
p,-mr  Henry  IV.  he  led,  lilie  many  clerics  of  that  age.  3 
life  of  di.isipaiiiHi  and  luxury.  One  day,  wben  ho  «.i^ 
thirty  years  of  age.  he  wa.s  (hriiwn  half  dead  from  liii 
hm-si'.  and  nn  recovering  his  Jietises,  ri'Solved  ujkui  a  nrir 
life.  After  a  severe  and  searc-hitig  pri'paration,  he  vas 
ordained  |iriest.  and  Ix'gan  lo  expose  the  nbust-s  of  his 
(iriier.  Silem-ed  at  first  by  n  li>cnl  council,  lie  obtaiiiwl 
the  I'lipe'.s  saiieliiiii  and  ]ireaclicd  [lenaiico  to  listening 
crowds  in  Fniiiee  and  the  Nclhcrlunds.  In  the  wild  v.ifc 
of  Pri'-rniinl  re  lie  (;ave  la  some  trained  disciples  the  nilt'  of 
Si.  Austin,  and  a  while  huhit  to  denote  ihe  nugelic  purity 
pioi.er  to  the  iirieslhoo.1,  Tlie  Canons  Regular,  or  I'rr- 
t/i'iiixlruleiuiiimn.  \\&  Ww'i  were  called,  were  to  iiiiite  the 
active  worlc  of  t\ie  co\uiW^  ft\w%"i  'sNW  ^^il'a  tMi\%a.'.i(jii»  ot 
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the  monaslic  life.  Their  fervor  renewed  the  spirit  of  the 
prieithood,  quickened  the  faith  of  the  people,  and  drove 
ODi  heresj.  A  vile  heretic,  named  Tankelin,  Appeared  at 
Antwerp,  in  the  time  of  St.  Vorbert,  and  denied  the  realitf 
of  the  priesthood,  aod  especially  blasphemed  tlio  Blessed 
Eucharist.     The  Saint  was  sent  for  to  drive  out  the  pest. 


By  his  buniiog  words  he  expneetl  the  impostor  and  re- 
kindled the  faith  in  the  Blessed  Sscrnment.  Many  of  the 
apostates  dad  proved  their  contempl  for  tlie  Blesse<l  Sacra- 
ment by  burying  it  in  flllhy  places.  Norbert  bade  them 
search  for  the  Sacred  Hosts.  They  fonnd  them  entire  and 
nninjured,  and  the  Saint  bore  them  back  in  Iriiimph  to  the 
tatxTiinclc.  Hence  he  ia  generally  painted  with  the  mon- 
strance in  his  hand.  In  1126  Norlwrt  found  himself  ap- 
puintetl  Bishop  of  Uagdebni^  ;  and  there,  at  the  risk  of  his 
life,  he  zealously  carried  on  his  work  of  reform,  and  died, 
worn  out  with  toil,  at  the  nge  of  nfty-three. 

Reflection.— Tteparation  for  the  injuries  offered  to  t\v% 
Blessed  BMrament  waa  the  aim  of  St.  SoibeTt'&  ^t^eX  v(n>L 
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of  reform — in  himself,  in  the  clergy,  and  in  tbe  CaitlitaL 
How  much  does  our  present  worship  n^ir  for  oar  o 
put  irrcvcrencea,  and  for  the  outrages  offered  by  otbert  to 
tbtt  Blt^ssi-d  Euchnrist? 


Juna  7.-ST.  ROBERT  OF  NEWMIHSTER. 

IN  1IH2  Robert  was  a  monk  at  Whiibj,  England,  when 
nen-a  arnved  tlmt  iliirteen  TeliKiuitii  bad  ltc«D  vioUdiI;  , 
expelled  from  the  Abbey  of  St.  Uaiy,  in  York,  for  bating  ; 
projK)si'd  to  restore  the  alriot  Beoedictine  rule.  He  al  once 
si'l  out  to  join  them,  and  found  them  on  Ibe  banks  of  tbs 
Ski.'lil.  ni'iir  Rijion,  living  in  the  midst  of  winter  in  a  hnt 
niiiil,'  of  hiinll.'s  ;ti.<l  voKf.'il  n-itli  tiirf.  In  th,-  sprin?  lliov 
iillilMC.^l  llii>iii-i-lv,s  ti)  S\,  IVnianis  rrf..rni  :u  Chiirvriim. 
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AhlH'v.  Ill  llilT  iijiyiiiil|>li,  jtaroii  of  Mi.ipfili.  was  so 
.■iliMcd  l.y  Ihf  .■\iiiii|>U'  "f  the  nionks  iil  Fonnliiiiis  thiit  he 
hiiill  ilii'iii  A  nii>ii;isUTy  in  XoMliiimU'rLiiiii,  (mIIi-iI  NVw- 
miiisl.T,  of  -vliirli  SI.  KuIhtI  hrranio  iihboL  The  llolllU-SS 
of  Ins  life,  .'vrii  nimv  ih:m  bis  words.  giLi<iftd  bis  brotliren 
ic>  |.,Tfiriioi,,  :ih,i  wiiliiii  [he  nt'Xt  Itn  years  three  ne" 

cciiir.'sof  lioliii,.,-^s  ill  olhi>r  pnrts-  The  iibslineniv  of  St. 
IIoIktl  ill  ii'f.rlory  i.li.ne  siiflii-ed  lo  mainl.iiii  the  niorlifipd 
spirit  of  (he  eonimiinily.  One  Einter  Day.  bis  stomach, 
wcukc'tii'i!  by  the  fast  of  Lent,  could  lake  no  food,  and  he 
at  Jii.-il  eoiisi'nti'd  to  try  to  eal  some  bteai!  sweetened  niih 
honey.  Ili-fore  it  was  brooKhl.  he  felt  this  relaxatino 
would  In:  a  dangerous  esample  for  his  suiijefts,  and  sent 
the  fooii  nni<nii;hed  to  the  [Hior  at  the  gate.  The  plate  w.is 
receiviHl  by  it  young  man  of  shining  countenance,  who 
-•itmiglitway  tlisapiwavei.     >A  V\vft  atmmeal  the  plate  de- 
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soeiided  empty,  and  by  itself,  to  the  abbot *s  place  in  the 
refectory,  proving  that  what  the  Saint  pncrificed  for  his 
brethren  had  been  accepted  l»y  Christ.  At  tit e  moment  of 
Rolx^rt's  death,  in  1159.  St.  Godric,  the  hermit  of  Finchale, 
saw  his  soul.  like  a  gloU*  of  fire,  borne  up  by  the  angi^Is  in 
a  ]>athway  of  light :  and  as  the  gates  of  heaven  oiwn<Hl 
before  them,  a  voice  repeated  twice,  **  Enter  now,  my 
friends." 

Reflection.— Reason  and  authority  prove  tliat  virtue 
ought  T<»  U.'  i»nictise<l.  But  facts  alone  prove  that  it  is 
practised:  ainl  this  is  why  examples  have  more  iK)wer  to 
move  our  sr>ul>.  and  why  our  individual  actions  are  of  such 
fearful  imp«)rtance  for  others  as  well  as  for  <»ursi'lves. 

ST.  CLAUDE,  Archbishop. 

^SJ^'HE  province  of  Eastern  Burgundy  re<M*iv(Ml  great  lustre 
^^  from  this  irlorious  Saint.  He  was  liorn  at  Saliim, 
aliout  the  vear  G03,  and  was  l>oth  the  uhmIcI  and  tlie  oracle 
of  the  clergy  of  Besan^on,  when,  ujKm  the  <leath  of  Arch- 
bishop Gervaise,  about  the  year  6H3,  he  was  chosen  to  Im) 
his  successor.  Fearing  the  obh'gations  of  that  charge,  he 
fle<l  and  hid  himself,  but  was  di.scovered  and  compillcd  to 
take  it  upon  him.  During  seven  years  he  acquitted  him- 
self of  the  pastoral  functions  with  the  zeal  and  vigilance  of 
an  a]>ostle;  but  finding  then  an  opportunity  of  n^signing 
his  see,  which,  out  of  humility  and  love  of  solitude,  he 
had  always  s<jught,  he  retired  to  the  great  monastery  of 
St.  Oyend,  and  there  took  the  monastic  habit,  in  690. 
Violence  was  used  to  oblige  him  soon  after  to  accept  the 
abVjatial  dignity.  Such  was  the  sunctity  of  his  life,  and 
his  zeal  in  conducting  his  monks  in  the  paths  of  evangel, 
ical  i>erfection,  that  he  deserved  to  Ixj  conj pared  to  the 
Antonines  and  Pachomiuses,  and  his  monastery  to  those  of 
ancient  Egypt.  Manual  labor,  silence,  prayer,  reading  of 
pious  books,  especially  the  Holy  Bible,  faaUnf^,  ^tftXfiVcoi^^ 


H'. 


e  a.-ST.  MEOARO,   Bishop. 

■  I.-  ■■f  ■•■'-■:  nv'!-i  illustrious  pnlatesoflto 
Frrir,..-  it  [!i.-  >iiih  i-entury.  irasboniof 
;■■  f.iniily.  ■.it.  Salt^ncy.  aliouc  the  yearlST. 

■  --i  h"  i.riiirtd  the  moat  lender  coDi]iW- 
■.  '  >ri  ••iv:  ooeasion  he  gavo  his  ccat  W» 
1:111.  ;iiiil  whi'n  n.ske<l  why  he  had  done  K, 
I  ih'-.  misery  of  a  fellow- member  in  fTirist 
ili;tt  he  could  not  help  givitig  him  part  of 

Ifi'ini;  promfted  lo  the  priestl»>od  in  llir 
r  of  (lis  nge,  he  became  a  bright,  oniami'nl 
rdiT.  He  preached  iho  word  of  Goii  ti'li 
ti  linir.\i«\V\\ft\wKrt%(i^\,'c*,MWEt  hnrdened; 
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mnd  the  inflneoce  of  Lis  pxamplif,  bv  wliicli  he  enforced 
the  precepts  vliich  he  delivered  from  the  pulfiit.  seemtil 
irresistible.  In  530.  Alomer,  the  iliineenih  bishop  of  that 
country,  dying,  St.  Medard  vas  tniniitmoDsly  chosen  tr<  fill 
the  see,  and  nas  onnsecraTed  by  ^[.  Remigius.  who  bad 
baptized  King  Clovis  in  406.  nod  w.is  then  exceeding  old. 
Oar  Saint's  ncir  dignity  did  not  make  him  abate  atiything 
of  hia  atialerities,  and,  tbough  nt  that  time  H-veniy-two 
yemn  old,  be  ihonght  himself  obli^td  to  redouble  his 
Isbon.  Though  his  diocese  was  very  wide,  it  Mv-nied 
cot  to  ButSce  for  his  zeal,  which  could  nut  be  c<.'i!liiied : 
vbererer  he  saw  the  opportunity  of  advancing  the  honor 
of  God,  and  of  aboliiihiiig  the  remains  of  idolatry,  he  uver- 
c«me  all  obstacles,  niid  by  hiii  zealous  labors  and  tuiracleB 
the  rays  of  tlic  GrRii^'l  dLS[it-lIttl  thi-  Bi\>\>  -l  idnlairy 
throughout  the  whole  extent  of  his  dincese.      Wbiil  reii- 


(It-n-d  this  ta.sk  luuii!  difficult  and  perilou.t  vras  the  savage 
and  tierce  <Ii,spc(^il ion  of  ibe  ancient  inhabitaiiis  of  Flan- 
ders, who  Were  the  most  ImrliaroiiH  of  all  the  iiationa  dt 
the  Gauls  and  Franks.     Our  Saint,  having  compVetcA  X\iia 
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great  work  in  Flanders,  returned  lo  Noyon,  where  k 
Bhortly  ftfler  (ell  sick,  and  soon  rested  from  Iiis  L-tbon  il 
an  advanced  age,  in  545,  The  whole  kingdom  laraenttJ 
his  dealh  as  the  loss  of  their  common  father  and  proi^cidT-. 
Bis  bodj  nns  buried  in  his  own  cathedral,  but  the  iimii> 
miracles  wrought  at  his  tomb  bo  moved  King  CiotaiMXhii 
be  translated  The  precious  remains  to  Soissons. 

Reflection,^ The  Church  takes  delight  in  styling  her 
founder  "  TuE  auiable  Jesus,"  and  He  likewise  ssjs  of 
HimselF,  "  1  am  meek  and  humble  of  hearL" 
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ne  9.— STS.  PRIMUS  and  FELICIANUS,   Martyrs. 

ir-sE  1«-o  martyra  were  lirotliers.  and  iive.i  iii  R*M 
IowumJ  the  latter  [uirt  of  the  tliini  century.  fi« 
yeai^,    mutually  i>ncmirncins    e.ieh    other    in    thi' 


practice  of  all  gooil  woi-ks.  They  KTiurJ  to  [u.>>ol-:^  u.;'i- 
ing  but  for  the  poor,  anil  often  apeut  both  uighis  aud  liijs 
wi'tli  the  couEessots  \q  \.\ie\i  iuuftSEni*,  ot  M,  the  places  of 
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their  torments  and  execution.  Some  they  encouraged  to 
perseverance,  others,  who  had  fallen,  they  raised  again, 
and  they  made  themselves  the  servants  of  all  in  Christ, 
that  all  might  attain  to  salvation  through  Him.  Though 
their  zeal  was  most  remarkable,  they  had  escaped  the 
dangers  of  many  bloody  persecutions,  and  were  grown  old 
in  the  heroic  exercises  of  virtue,  when  it  pleased  God  to 
crown  their  labors  with  a  glorious  martyrdom.  The 
pagans  raise<l  so  great  an  outcry  against  them  that  they 
were  both  apprehended  and  put  in  chains.  They  were  in- 
humanly sc()urged,  and  then  sent  to  a  town  twelve  miles 
from  Rome  to  be  fartlier  chastised,  as  avowed  enemies  to 
the  gods.  Th<?ro  th«»y  were  cruelly  tortured,  first  both  to- 
gether, afterward  separately.  But  tlie  grace  of  God 
strengthened  them,  and  they  were  at  length  both  beheaded 
on  the  9th  of  June. 

Reflection. — A  soul  which  truly  loves  God  regards  all 
the  things  of  this  world  as  nothing.  The  loss  of  goods,  the 
disgrace  of  the  world,  torments,  sickness,  and  other  afflic- 
tions are  bitter  to  the  senses,  but  appear  light  to  him  that 
loves.  If  we  cannot  bear  our  trials  with  patience  and 
silence,  it  is  because  we  love  God  only  in  words.  **One 
who  is  slothful  and  lukewarm  complains  of  everything, 
and  calls  the  liglitest  precepts  hard,'*  says  Thomas  k 
Keropis. 

8T.  COLUMBA,  or  COLUMKILLE,  Abbot. 

jQf  T.  CoLUiTBA,  the  apostle  of  the  Picts,  was  born  of  a 
^^  noble  family,  at  Gartan,  in  the  county  of  Tyrcon- 
nel,  A.D.  521.  From  early  childhood  he  gave  himself  to 
God.  In  all  his  labors — and  they  were  many — his  chief 
thought  was  heaven  and  how  he  should  secure  the  way 
thither.  The  result  was  that  he  lay  on  the  bare  floor,  with 
a  stone  for  his  pillow,  and  fasted  all  the  year  toutvOl  \  ^^X. 
the  swectDfi»  of  bis  couDteD&uce  told  of  Ibe  \\o\^  «o\iV% 


I  »  4i^  h*  was  antiring  n  g>^ 
1^      .lAcr   b«  bad  beon   mIi 
and  in  s«s  tit 
h«  fotttided  m  buadni 
.  who  ID  gt»tiind«   ^ 
SL  Colnmbtt  foombd 
«f  J^M»tolio  BUBSiM- 
Oobksl  resUDgitea 
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June,  A.D.  597,  he  said  to  his  disciple  Dior m it,  '*  Tills  day 
is  called  the  Sabbath,  that  is,  the  day  of  rest,  and  such  will 
it  truly  be  to  me  ;  for  it  will  put  an  end  to  my  liilxim.** 
Tlien,  kneeling  before  the  altar,  he  receive<l  the  Viaticum, 
and  sweetly  slept  in  the  J^rd.  His  relics  were  carricNl  to 
Down,  and  laid  in  the  snme  shrine  witli  thu  IxjdifH  of  St. 
Patrick  and  St.  Brigid. 

Reflection. — The  1  hough t  of  the  world  to  come  will 
always  make  us  happy,  and  yet  strict  with  ourmrlvifs  in  all 
our  duties.  The  more  i)erfect  we  become,  the  H<M)ner  shall 
we  behold  that  for  which  St.  Columba  sighed. 

June  10.-8T.  MARGARET  OF  SCOTLAND. 

^ofT.  Margaret's  name  signilK's  '*  pt*jirl ; "  *'a  titling 
y^  name,"  says  Theodoric,  her  conf<»«Kor  and  her  llriit 
biographer,  '*for  one  such  as  she.*'  Her  soul  was  like  a 
precious  pearl.  A  life  spent  amidst  the  luxury  of  a  royal 
court  never  dimmed  its  lustre,  or  stole  it  away  from  Him 
who  had  bought  it  with  His  blood.  She  wjis  the  grand- 
daughter of  an  English  king  ;  and  in  1070  she  iMHmnie  the 
bride  of  Malcolm,  and  reigned  Queen  of  Scotland  till  her 
death  in  1093.  How  did  she  become  a  Saint  in  a  i)OHition 
where  sanctity  is  so  difficult?  First,  she  burned  with  zeal 
for  the  house  of  God.  She  built  churclHW  and  monasteric^s; 
she  busied  herself  in  making  vestnxtntH ;  she  could  not 
rest  till  she  saw  the  laws  of  Gcxi  and  His  Church  ol>served 
throughout  her  realm.  Next,  amidst  a  thousand  cares, 
she  found  time  to  converse  with  God — ordering  her  piety 
with  such  sweetness  and  discretion  that  she  won  her  hus- 
band to  sanctity  like  her  own.  He  used  to  rise  with  her 
at  night  for  prayer ;  he  1ove<l  to  kiss  the  holy  books  she 
used,  and  sometimes  he  would  steal  them  away,  and  bring 
them  kick  to  his  wife  covered  with  jewels.  Lastly,  with 
virtues  so  great,  she  wept  constantly  over  her  ftU\«^  t^wd 
begged  ber  confessor  to  correct  her  faulta.    ft\.  "NL^itv^wcvX. 


l  FlCTORLAl. 


did  not  neglect  her  duties  in  the  world  becaaae  she  *« 
not  of  it.  Never  was  »  better  mother.  She  spared  m 
pBins  in  liie  cdQcalion  o£  her  eight  children,  and  thai 


sanctity  was  (he  fniil  of  her  jiriulence  and  her  zeaL  Never 
1    It       1  he  «as  the  most  trusted  counsellor 

[I  11  1  i  1  laton'il  for  the  material  iniprore- 
f    I  t         But.  in  the  midst  of   [he  world's 

ill,  1  I  -d  f  r  the  belter  country,  and  accepted 

It!  1    M      (  n  her  denth-bed  she   received  the 

n  th  t  b  1  1  d  and  her  eldest  son  were  slain  in 
b  til  Ilk  1  Cod,  Who  had  sent  this  last  nfflictioD 
1      I  r     I  s.     After  n;eeiving  Holy  Vinticom, 

1  I     t    fi  ll     prayer  fnini  the  Mi::.s,-il.  "O  Lord 

J  (I      t    Wl      I      Thy  death  didst  give   life  to  the 

w    11    11        n  \t  the  words  "deliver  me,", ■iftj-s  her 

b  t  pi  1  t  k  1  cr  departure  to  Christ,  ibo  Author 
of  trui,  Iibcrtj. 

ReHection. — .\11  perfection  consists  in  keeping  a  guard 
upon  the  heart.     Whetc^cc  ■«eKro,-«ft'sca\aBk.<>,  asoUtpJ« 


in  our  lipfirls,  detiich  ourselves  fnim  tlie  world,  and  con- 
verse Fumiliarly  with  God.  Let  us  take  St.  Margiirot  for 
otir  example  and  encouragement. 

June  11.— ST.  BARNABAS,  Apoctls. 
Vjii'e  read  that  in  the  first  days  of  the  Church,  "tha 
"-^  multitudo  of  believers  liatl  but  one  heart  and  one 
soul;  neither  did  any  one  say  that  aught  of  the  things 
which  he  possessed  was  his  own."  Of  this  fervent  com- 
pany, one  only  is  singled  out  by  name,  Joseph,  a  rich  Levite, 
from  Cypros.  "  He  having  land  sold  it,  and  brought  the 
price  and  laid  it  at  the  feet  of  the  apostles."  They  now 
gave  him  a  new  name,  Barnabas,  tbe  son  of  cousolatioa. 
"  He  was  a  good  man,  full  ot  tbe  Holy  Ghost  and  of  faith. 


] 

^^Hvil^^^H^HfeBK'i^^^l 

'^^                     ^■^-'■^  ctk^^^^S^H 

and  was  soon  chosen  for  an  important  mission  to  the 
rapidly-growing  Church  of  Antioch.  Here  he  perceived 
the  great  work  which  was  to  be  done  among  the  Greeks,  so 
he  hastened  to  fetch  St.  Paul  from  hisretiremftnl  &\.'^&'n.'(\%. 
It  was  at  Aatiocb  that  tbe  two  Saints  weie  ca\\«d  V>  'Coft 


Ei-BBim 

4pd>xrraaBp4nwi.  tr.  V  tai  thrlikB 

■MB  af  Hen,"  eallin; 

TWSv»tatnyelieJ 
^11  iifciiTl.  in  1  iln 

-  Ki>ai>dmat  •bu  cf 
li:.ie  Cbnich,  from 
■:  111  o2r  sirHC&. 


ST.  JOHK  Of  ST.  FACOHOCt 

'.■■-I     :i-    S^     r i  12.111  II P7-   ,:,    >;iiiB,      At  U 

!..  n-u  ,*■-.-,•-„:  N.iiffir'ts  :c  ;l>e  ^oceseci 
-■■■:--.:,fiif^  i.f  iiif  piiiisi'ivriw'  fc-nvdbiato 
-.-!■■  (Hi.  i-ii!ir.f..  »-iitirciii-siiidltji»d»i]j. 
i'i--i(:--i.       Ji'-PT  tji»   M-s:adi!»J  iImiSL'VLT 


1. 1  .•F.vr^-c.  -.h,  Ad..T 


jmx  13.]  Livu  or  thb  saints.  887 

He  bad  n  special  ^ft  of  reconcilinf;  (lifTiirenccn,  and  was 
ennbk-d  to  put  an  end  to  (he  qimrrelK  iin<l  fiijils  among 
nolflemen,  at  tliat  period  very  common  and  falnl.  Thtt 
boldness  shown  by  St.  John  in  reproving;  \'nx  uniliingertnl 
his  lire.  A  powerful  noble,  hnvinj;  been  eiirntctcd  by  lliu 
Saint  for  oppressing  his  vaMsIs,  Heiit  two  awuuMiiis  to  slay 
bitn.  The  holiness  of  the  Saint'x  ati|Mrcl,  however,  causrtl 
by  ilJAt  f>e<tce  which  conlinually  mKned  in  bin  soul,  sirnck 
such  iiwe  into  their  minds  that  they  eonl'l  not  excciile 
their  purpose,  but  humbly  besought  his  forgiveness.     And 


the  nobleman  himself,  falling  sick,  was  lin>ii;;lit  to  r<-pent- 
a&ce,  and  recovered  liis  health  by  the  prayers  of  the  Saint 
whom  he  hail  endeavored  to  murder.  He  was  aliw  most 
zealous  in  denouncing  those  hideous  vices  which  aiv  a 
frnitfulBOurceof  strife,  and  it  was  in  defence  of  holy  purity 
that  he  met  hb  death.  A  lady  of  noble  birth  but  evil  life, 
whose  companion  in  sin  -St.  John  had  converte<l,  cmtrived 
to  administer  a  fatal  poison  to  the  Saint.  After  several 
months  of  terrible  sufleriiiK.  home  with  unvarying  palwwjt, 
8t.  Jobn  went  to  Ium  rewttnl  on  Jooe  11. 147ft. 


4 


MS  UTTL£  nCtOBIAL  [ntxB  U.      I 

RcSectiM).— AH  tan  deetre  pe«ce.  but  thoM  atoaa  eiijoj 
II  who.  liko  8t-  John,  ate  cotnpleteljr  desd  to  tbemMlno,    ^ 
am)  lore  to  bear  all  tbiii^  for  CbruL. 

Juna  ta.— ST.  ANTONY  OF  PaDUA.  i 

IK  1231  m.  Francis  b«1d  »  geaeral  cliapt«r  xt  AmUj:  1 
when  the  othere  disperseil,  there  liD^rnl  behind,  lA" 
koowTi  AQil  licglected,  &  poor  Portugnese  friar,  resolved  M 
ask  for  nod  lo  refnse  QOtUiQj;.  Kiiie  months  lAt«r,  Fts  Afr 
lonio  rose  under  obedience  to  preach  to  the  religious  MwiBt' 
blwl  at  Forli,  when,  as  the  diacourae  proce«ded, 
llammer  of  Heretics,"  "  the  Ark  of  the  Teatuneu^"  "^ 
eldest  sou  of  St.  Fraucis,"  stood  revealed  ia  all  bis  iiiiiiiiW|L: 
leariiiiig,  and  eloquence  before  iiia  rapt  and  astooiabed 
bn.'ilinTi.    Dfw.iiil  fr.nn  e;trlicsl  VimihiM  limytT jindstndj 

:lrr,..:'.    ■■.■    •      :  :.■  -.:  :'     I".  :■;■■    .■  ■]    \.-    ];.i'..„.„s.  aa  hi» 

exatiipli'  .jf  Ibc  (irs!  fivu  FranciscHU  martyrs,  lo  put  on  tbei^ 
habit,  aiui  preach  the  Fiiiih  to  the  Moore  iu  Africa,    DenietX 
a  m.irtjr's  palm,  and  enfeebled  by  sickness,  at  the  age  a^ 
twenlyseven  ho  was  taking  silent  but  merciless  revengt^ 
Upon  himself  in  the  humblest  ofBcea  of  his  commuDity. 
From  lliis  obscurity  he  wna  now  called  forth,  and  for  nine-'^ 
years  France,   Italy,  and  Sieily  heard  his  voice,  saw  his 
miracles,  and  men's  hearts  turned  to  God.     One  night, 
wlien  St.  Antony  was  staying  with  a  friend  in  the  city  of 
Padiin,  his  host  saw  brilliant  rays  streaming  under  the 
door  cif  the  Saint's  room,  and  on  looking  through  the  key- 
hole ho  beheld  a  little  Child  of  marvellous  beauty  standing 
u)>on  a  book  which  lay  open  upon  the  tabic,  and  clinging 
with  both  arras  round  Antony's  neck.     With  an  ineffable 
sweetness  ho  watehed  the  tender  caresses  of  the  Saint  and 
his  wondrous  Visitor.     At  last  the  Child  vanished,  and  Fra 
Antonio,  opening  the  door,  charged  his  friend,  by  the  love 
of  Him  Whom  he  had  seen,  to  "  tell  the  vision  to  no  man  " 


u  long  M  he  was  alive.  Suddenly,  in  1231,  our  BaXxtVu 
Met  apcMtoUte  nas  clomd,  and  the  roices  of  children  wen 
baud  crying  slung  the  slrcels  of  Padua,  "  Our  father,  St 


Antony,  is  dewl."  The  folioving  year,  the  church-Ix^ll.t  of 
LisboD  rang  without  ringrnt.  while  at  Ri^me  onn  of  ita 
BOns  was  inscribe<l  amnng  the  .SninrM  of  (iod. 

Reflection. — Let  us  lore  to  pray  and  labor  ntiiu>«n,  and 
cherish  in  the  secret  of  oiir  lieartit  the  graces  of  (iod  and  the 
growth  of  our  Immortal  sfiuls.  Like  St.  Antony,  let  ua 
attend  to  thi.->,  and  Iriive  the  rc.it  to  (i'lil. 


Jur.*  14.-aT.  BASIL  THE  GREAT. 


.I  bnithf-ra 


j^T.  B.»siL  KHA  l«rii  ill  .W.i  Minor.  ' 
i-^  iH-oam^  bishofH,  iitid,  togfthtir  with  bin  mnlliiir  and 
sister,  are  hi>non.Hl  a*  Sjiints.  Ho  Htiidii^l  with  great  nuc- 
cess  at  Atlit'iis,  when?  hti  frirnicl  witli  St.  <.trfgi>ry  N,izian- 
zen  the  roont  tt-ndur  friindship.  Hi!  ihi^n  taught  oratory  ; 
but  dreading  the  honors  of  the  world,  ho  giifc  U[i  all,  and 
became  the  father  ot  the  monastic  life  ia  tbeYaU..    Tte 


880  LtTTLE  ncToniAi.  [Km  li  I 

Arian  heretics,  aiipporteil  by  Ibe  i^iurt,  were  Uiea  pen*'  I 
ciiting  tbe  Charoh  ;    aiul   Basil  was  eumuioncd  Irom  his  I 
retiremeot  by  bis  bisbup  1o  give  aid  a^aiost  them.    Bi  1 
energy  and  zeal  soon  iiiiiigat«d  too  disorders  o(  tbe  Chnn^  I 
nnd  his  solid  nnil  I'loquent  words  silenced  tho  lieretics.   On 
[Ii<>  Jenlh  oC  Eusebiua,  be  was  chosen  Bishop  of  CasarfA- 
His  commanding  cbnracter,  ]m  firmness  and  energ.  his 
lenrniiig  and  eloqueni-e,  aDd  not  less  bis  buinility  nndtbe 
exceeding  austerity  of  his  life,  made   him  a  model  for  j 


bislmps.  Wlien  St.  Biisil  wiis  retjuired  to  admit  the  Arians 
to  Communion,  tlu'  iircfoci.  finding  thai  soft  words  had  i» 
clTect,  sniil  lu  him,  "  Are  you  mad,  that  you  resist  the  will 
before  which  the  whole  world  howaJ  Do  you  not  dre»d 
the  wrath  of  the  emperor,  nor  exile,  nor  death?"  ■■Ko." 
snid  Basil  calmly  ;  "  lie  who  lias  nothing  10  lose  need  not 
dread  loss  of  goods;  yon  cannot  exile  me,  for  the  wlwls 
earth  is  my  home ;  as  for  death,  it  would  be  the  greatest 
kindne.ss  you  could  bestow  upon  me  ;  torments  cannot 
bhTm  mo  ;  one  blow  would  end  my  frail  lite  and  my  suffer- 
together."      ""Sever,"  siu4  \\\e  i^"c«\ft<i(,.,"\b»i.»jiXO'i* 


:  16.]  UTX8  OF  VBM  flAJHTB.  881 

d  to  address  mo  thus.  *' Perhaps,**  suggested  Basil, 
a  never  before  measured  your  strength  with  a  Chris- 
bishop/*  The  emperor  desisted  from  his  commands, 
kisirs  whole  life  was  one  of  suffering.  lie  lived  amid 
>u;4ies  and  misunderstandings  and  seeming  disappoint- 
ts.  But  he  sowed  tlie  seed  iKhicli  bore  goodly  fruit  in 
lext  generation,  and  was  God's  instrument  in  beating 
:  the  Arian  and  other  heretics  in  the  East,  and  rcstor- 
:he  spirit  of  discipline  and  fervor  in  tlio  Church.  He 
in  879,  and  is  venerated  as  a  Doctor  of  the  Church. 

eflection. — *'  Fear  God,**  says  the  Imitation  of  Christy 
id  thou  shalt  have  no  need  of  being  afraid  of  any 


»i 


>  15.-8T8.  VITUS,  CRE8CENTIA,  and   MODE8TU8, 

Martyrs* 

''nxTS  was  a  child  nobly  borUf  who  had  tho  liappiness  to 

be  instructed  in  tlic  Faitli,  and  insj)ired  with  the 

t  perfect  sentiments  of  his  religion,  by  his  Christian 

le,  named  Crescentia,  and  her  faithful  husl>and,  M(xlcs- 

His  father,  Ilylas,  was  extremely  inceiistKl  when  ho 

>vered  the  chihl's  invincible  aversion  to  idolatrv ;  and 

ing  him  not  to  be  overcome  by  striix^s  and  such  like 

tisemonts,  he  dclivere<l  liim  up  to  Valerian,  the  gov- 

r,  who  in  vain  tried  all  his  arts  to  work  him  into  com- 

ice  with  his  fatlier's  will  and  the  emperor's  e<licts.     Ho 

pefl  out  of  their  liands,  and,  tojretluT  with  Crescentia 

Mo^lestus,  flrd  into  Italv.     Tiiev  there  met  with  the 

11  of  martynlom  in   Lucania,  in  the  pt^rsccution  of 

letian.      The  heroic  spirit   of  martyrdom  which  we 

ire  in  St.  Vitus  was  owing  to  the  early  impressions  of 

r  which  he  receivc<l  fmm  the  k^ssons  and  example  of  a 

lous  nurse.     Of  such  infinite  importance  is  the  choice 

irtuous  preceptors,  nanes,  and  servants  about  cYiMx^iu 


D^  Mri  tar  tto  spirit  at  liMO^mtt. 


■-H.--       "^     .  1  '_-..-  iii'U  l;iiil.  fiiriia'r  gra«> 

Mv  >  «;■,■  I.-;,'    '  a;5;i«;i/rtit»"L  nlti)  a  *"ml  impmvES  diilj 
:mm^  'dwi^  A^  i-»rs  In  (b^  hei^lii  iif  Clirtsiian  virtue  oflai 

J«n<  te.    ST.  JOHN  FRANCIS  REGIS. 

^tx  i"»\  k'ncil-  R»iL*  was  Uirn  in  Ijiuguedoc, 
^^  l.i!»7.  rpi'in  his  ieniifn?s[  ywrs  he  showed  m- 
d»iios  (•[  tiiic-iiiiiuni  sanctiiy  by  hia  innocpnco  of  life 
in«<l<sty.  auil  K>v.'  .it  j.ra>-.-r.  At  the  aj^  of  eighti?eti  b 
entered  Ihi-  SK'ifty  >if  Ji'slis.  As  soon  as  hb  sluiiiei  wei 
(ivcr,  ho  gnvf  iilinwlf  etiiirelf  to  Che  salvatitm  of  son! 
This  wirit*T  he  epi'iil  in  euiintry  missiiMis.  prinoipally  i 
ini'Tintnin  "■?  ■'iftriHs;  nnrl  in  spiw  of  the  rigor  of* 
woflUiiT  an'l  the  ii,iioriii]i-o  and  TOaghm>M  of  the  irJufc- 
tnnlM,  lie  \abatfd  «\\\\  awcU  %\u»ea.  \lia.t  ho  gained  b- 


JDSK  18.]  Lim  or  tkx  uisib.  Itt 

nnmenible  aonls  to  God  both  from  hereey  and  from  a  fawl 
lifs.  Th«  sammer  be  gave  to  tbe  towns.  There  fais  time 
was  taken  np  in  Tuiting  hospitals  and  prisons,  in  preaching 
and  instrncting,  and  in  assisting  all  who  in  any  war  stood 
in  need  of  his  services.  In  his  works  of  mere;  God  often 
helped  him  by  miracles.  In  XoTember,  1637,  the  Saint  set 
oat  for  his  second  mission  at  MartLes.  His  road  lay  across 
valleys  filled  with  snow  and  over  monntains  fraicn  and 
precipilons.  In  climbing  one  of  the  highest,  a  bush  to 
which  he  was  clinging  gave  way,  and  he  broke  his  log  in 
tbe  falL  B;  the  help  of  his  companion  he  accomplished 
the  nmaining  six  miles,  and  then,  instead  of  seeing  a  sur- 
geon, insisted  on  being  taken  straight  to  the  confessional. 
Then,  after  several  hours,  the  cunite  of  the  jmrish  found 
bim  still  scnted,  and  when  his  leg  was  examined  the  frac- 


ture was  found  to  be  miraculously  healed.  He  was  so  in- 
flamed with  the  love  of  God  that  he  seein'^  .to  breathe, 
fbinlc,  Bpeak  of  that  alone,  and  be  pfTered  up  the  Holy 
Sacrifice  with  such  attentioD  and  fenot  fbat.  t\ioHi  ^^tf> 


It  it  oaald  nui  Imii  fed  totuettaag  of  die  fife  wA 
I  bunted.  AflfT  IwdFe  ftmxs  of  tmocMiiic  h^at, 
ff^tt-Mund  hia  iKire  and  iuKn^it  shlI  Ui  lus  Cm&K,  it 
th«  «ge  of  fortj-fonr. 

Reflection. — VhEn  St.  Joba  Fnoda  was  smefc  m  ^ 
he*  by  a  siDDer  trhom  be  was  tcpniviag,  he  lepB^  "U  . 
you  only  kupw  me,  yuQ  voold  pve  nw  maeh  ibur  dM  J 
tkaL"  UU  iDockD<«s  convencidUte  nui,  utd  it  is  intUta 
qiirtt  ttafti  be  icxK-hes  ua  to  win  sonb  to  God.  Bb*  tat  I 
Bigbt  we  do  if  we  oould  forgft.  mir  own  wants  i>  nnMti- 1 
bering  those  of  others  ^nd  ;>at  our  trust  in  God  1  * 

June  I7^ST.  AVITUS,  Abbot. 


'  faabit.  logethcr  Willi 
!St.  r;ii:ui-.  id  ilic  jihU'V  'if  Menai.  at  ihai  lime  rerysiMll, 
iiioii::li  ;,fii-r»Mni  i-nrifiiiii  bv  Queen  Brutiehault,  and  tijr 
^i  lii.ii.T.  Hi>lii.ii>(if  nermnnt.  The  iwo  Saiuts  soon  after 
r-'iijriii-,l  t-  Mwy.  ;.  f;imous  abliey  siiuauni  a  leaeue  and» 
liiilf  t-liiH-  Urli-;iiis.  li  wiis  fniiiicied  lo«ard  tb,-  eiul  of  ibe 
Tfinn  of  Cl-.VLs  1.  by  Si.  Eii=i.]L-mi,  »  b..ly  j.n.-i-t.  huNi^r^d 
on  ll..-  IJlii  of  Jam-,  ami  bis  nf|itn'iv  Si,  M;txiniJii  or  Sle*- 
mill.  «bo,.r  D.'iiiif  ilii^  luotiiLstcry.  wbii-h  i>  rion  of  ihf 
(■i>i.Tri,-,ii  t.Jnk-r.  Wars.  Mmiy  call  Si.  Mrt\iiii;ii  iLe  fiw 
jiblM.i,  oih.TS  SI.  Eu^l)i(■iu-MbefiM.  St.  Maxiiuin  ibe  s,^.nJ. 
and  Si.  .\viMis  ih-  tbirci.  Bill  our  Saint  an'i  Si.  Cito 
•iii..if  noi  a  Imp  siay  at  Mist-y.  Ibougti  Si.  Mi.siu.iii  >.-av( 

Si.  Avitns,  wbo  ba<l  siiwwded  St.  Sfasimin.  S'i.>ii  after  rr- 
Bi){n>'ii  thu  ablmcy.  and  with  Si.  Caliiis  livp<i  a  recluse  io 
tin;  U-rriliiry  now  called  Diumi-i.  on  the  frontiers  of  Li 
PcrL-he.  Otlicrs  Joining  them,  St.  Caltiis  iviire-l  ini"  i 
f'ln.'St  ill  Maine,  and  King  C'loiaire  built  a  chureb  nnJ 
moil! LSI (Ty  for  SI.  Aviliis  and  lii«  eom|>aiiioiis.  This  is  at 
Present  a  BeiioUiclint  n«uuer\ ,  eaUtd  St.  .Vs-y  of  Ctiateau- 
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dan,  and  is  sitnatod  oa  the  Loire,  at  the  foot  of  Qie  bill  oA 
which  the  town  of  Chateaudun  ia  built,  in  the  diocese  of 
Chartres.  Three  famous  monks,  Leobin,  afterwards  Bisbc^ 
of  Cliartres,  Euphroniiis,  and  Rnaticns,  attended  onrBaint 


to  hU  happy  dculh,  whiuh  hnppencd  ftbout  the  year  530. 
Hia  body  was  carried  to  Orleans,  and  buried  with  great    ■ 
pomp  in  that  city. 

Juna  18.— 8T8.  MARCUS  and  MARCELLIANUS,  Martyrs. 
^TkAKcuB  AND  Mabceujan'us  were  twin  brolhers  of  an 
r''^t  illustrious  family  in  Rome,  who  had  been  con- 
verted to  the  Faith  in  their  youth  and  were  honorably  mar- 
ried. Diocletian  ascending;  the  imperial  throne  in  384,  the 
heathens  raised  persecntions.  These  martyrs  were  thrown 
into  prison,  and  condemned  to  he  beheaded.  Their  friends 
obtained  a  rmpite  of  the  execution  for  thirty  days,  that 
they  might  prevail  on  them  to  worship  the  false  gods. 
TranquillinoB  and  Uartia,  their  afflicted  heathen  ^Y«:tA&, 
in  company  witb  tbeir  sons'  own  wWea  and  \.\\e\i  WCCua 
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bflbes,  endenvo  ed    n  to  h  id  b      h    mos    teoder  en- 

(renlips  and  Uwra  **  'st  .is.  au  an  oStc<^  of  the  Ma- 
peror"8  housebo  d  coming  o  Rome  soon  after  their  cm- 
miimcnt,  daily  vis  ed  and  ncouraged  hem  The  i^^iieuf 
the  confereaow  wus  bo  happ^  o  rs  n  of  the  UUier, 
molhi>r,  and  wi  s  also  of  h  eoe  ra  oa,  the  pnblic  npstet, 
and  siK>n  after  of  C  roma  u  he  j  gt  «fao  ae  the  Siusb 
at  liberty,  and  abd   a  ng    he  magi    racv  re  rod  into  Ifat 
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^'  Persecution  shows  who  is  a  hireling,  and  who  a  tme 
pastor/*  says  St.  Bernard. 


June  19.~8T.  JULIANA  FALCONIERI. 

WuLiAXA  Falcoxieri  was  \x>vn  in  answer  to  prayer,  a.d. 
el     1270.     Her  father  built  the  splendid  church  of  the 
Annunziata'iu  Florence,  while  her  nncle.  Blessed  Alexius, 
became  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Servite  Order.     Under 
his  care  Juliana  grew  up,  as  he  said,  more  like  an  angel 
tiian  a  human  being.    Such  was  her  modesty  that  she 
nerer  used  a  mirror  or  gazed  upon  the  face  of  a  man  dur* 
fng  her  whole  life.    The  mere  mention  of  sin  made  her 
shudder  and  tremble,  and  once  hearing  a  scandal  related 
she  fell  into  a  dead  swoon.     Her  devotion  to  the  sorrows 
of  Onr  Lady  drew  her  to  the  Servants  of  Mary  ;  and,  at  the 
age  of  fourteen,  she  refused  an  offer  of  niarriagfN  and  re- 
oeived  the  habit  from  St.   Philip  Bcnizi    himself.      Her 
sanctity  attracted  many  novices,  for  whose  din»ction  she 
was  bidden  to  draw  up  a  rule,  and  thus  with  reluctance  she 
became  foundrt»ss  of  the  '*  Mantellate."    She  was  with  her 
children  as  their  servant  rather  than  their  mistress,  while 
outside  her  convent  she  led  a  life  of  apostolic  charity,  con- 
verting sinners,  reconciling  enemies,  and  healing  the  sick 
by  sucking  with  her  own  lijw  their  ulcerous  sores.    She 
was  sometimes  rapt  for  whole  days  in  ecstasy,  and  her 
prayers  save<i  the  Servite  Order  when  it  was  in  danger  of 
being  supprcss<Ml.    She  was  visited  in  her  last  hour  by 
angels  in  the  form  of  white  doves,  and  Jesus  Himself,  as  a 
beautiful  child,  crowned  her  with  a  garland  of  flowers. 
She  wasted  away  through  a  disease  of  the  stomach,  which 
prevented  lier  taking  food.    She  bore  her  silent  agony  with 
constant  cheerfulness,  grieving  only  for  the  privation  of 
Holy  Communion.    At  last,  when,  in  her  seventieth  year, 
she  had  sunk  to  the  point  of  death,  she  begged  to  be  aWo^t^ 
once  more  to  see  and  adore  the  Blessed  SaiCtameTit.    \X  ^«s^ 


:  ij!i 
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the  sect  of  the  Acopljali.  Slio  enili-iiviirir<l  to  win  Silverjiu 
over  to  her  jntcn-nt.  iind  wnXc  hi  hiiti.  unkriiie  Unit,  lie 
abould  acknowIf<lf!<;  Anthinius  lawful  1iiKliii|>.  or  rcimir  in 
persTm  to  Constant inopli.-  anil  rt'ilxamiiii-  hi*  raiisi-  cm  l)io 
spot.  Wittiout  tliR  li-a^t  hmitalinn  i>r  il<-liiy,  SilvcriiiH  ni- 
tnnied  tier  a  short  niiiiwcr,  )>y  »'lii(.-li  \m  jH-n'iiiiiturily  mvn 
ber  to  umlerstanil  thai  In;  ik-IiIht  ixiilil  nnr  wi.iil<l  hIh-v  Iiit 
unjuBt  (lemanils  anil  tx-tniy  ilu'caiiiK'  nt  ili<-  railiolii'  Uilih. 
Ttie  cmprcsR,  finding  that  sin;  crnild  txiHir  iiotliini;  (r-m 
him,  resolved  to  Inivc  hitii  doimsfil.  Viuilnis.  iin-lid<-iM-(iii 
of  the  Roman  Cliun-li,  n  man  of  addn-^.  rni;.  tIk-fi  at  I'nn- 
stantiDoplp.  T"  him  tlift  t-niiin-u  madi-  Iki-  a]>|.li<-ati<>M, 
and  finding;  him  liikm  )>y  tin-  iMiit  of  ;iial>jri-.|j,  [inntii-Jil 
tomaku  tiim  1'<>Ih-.  and  to  tx-Htou-  on  lilni  .-"v-n  liiiriilml 
pieces  of  r^ild.  pnividi'd  hi^  wonlil  i'ii^':i:;i-  liiNi~i-tt  to  ciin- 
demii  the  (.'ciiiiLcil  lit'  L'hiilinrdon  nnrl  ti-i-i-:\i-  to  t'oNiiiiutiinii 


the  Eliri.1'  .l.'iHisi'l  Kiiiyliiiin  [lai  rinn-ht.  .\ntl.linLi> 'if  Coi,- 
Btantiii<.]>l.'.  S'vcnix  of  Aniiooh.  and  TIk-hIo.-iii^  of  Al<'xan- 
driu.  Tht;  unha|)iiy  \'ii;iliiir^  liiivinir  as:i<^nl<il  Vi  \\\vi*\  im^- 
diljoiu,  tbe  foipms  sent  him  Ui  Roini.-.  u\iurK'-A  VttXi  % 
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niried  him  off  after  three  months.  Ho  died,  reppstiag  tbe 
Holv  Xame.  a  little  nfter  midnight  between  the  20 1 h  and 
Sl$t  of  Joue,  on  the  octnve-day  of  Corpus  Christi,  being 
nuhcr  more  than  I  went  y- three  years  of  a^. 

Rede cUon.— Cardinal  Bcllarmine.  the  Saint's  confessor, 
iMtiGed  that  be  had  never  mortally  offended  God.  Yet  he 
dttstised  his  body  rigorously,  rose  at  nighi  to  pmy,  and 
died  mAny  t««rs  for  his  sins.  Pray  that,  not  having  f<^ 
lowed  his  innocence,  yoD  may  yet  imitate  his  penance. 

Jum  39.— ST.  PAULINUS  OF  NOLA. 

*15jAnjNr8  iTBs  of  a  family  which  Ixwisied  of  a  long  iine 
t^—  pf  sennlors.  pn-fects.  and  eonsiils.  He  was  ednralfd 
with  K"''"  eiiri'.  :iiid  his  p'uius  and  viiiqueuce,  in  prose 
and  vi'rsi.-,  wert'  ihv  adniiraiion  of  St.  Ji'ri>me  aod  St.  An- 
gn.Mino.  Ml-  h;i<l  ni'ir-.-  ihiui  doiihW  hi.s  wealth  by  mar- 
riai;.',  .-.ii.l  w.i-  ..n,-  ..f  tl.o  for(>ni<»=t  men  of  his'  time. 
Tluni::!!  h,'  ":is  rh.-  .[...sen  friend  of  Sninls.  and  had  a  jyreal 
dfvi.ii-i  In  Si,  Ffljs  of  Nola.  In?  ivas  slill  only  a  catechu- 


Hinis. 

■If 

aloi 

.ir  the  wa 

V  of  SOI 

rrowi 

;  an.. 

1  Iriali 

s.      He  rereiTrf 

ba,..i.s 

ni. 

wi 

(h.lrew  ii 

no  Si>a 

ill   I< 

1   U' 

alone 

.   and  then,  in 

1^ 

!'•"" 

h  his  h..l 
rs  of  the 

\y  wife, 

sold 

all 

iliHr 
iitiiig 

vast  estates  in 
ihfir  proceeds 

so  pri, 

i.li' 

iitl; 

,-  Ilial  St. 

Ji-romc 

SHIS 

Eiis" 

and  West  wer.'  filled 

with  1 

alii 

IS.      il,.  « 

a.s  Ilieti 

o^h^ 

ined 

pric-M 

.and  retired  to 

No!a 

in 

r.t 

iiiiviTiia. 

Th.re 

he  n-hiiil 

t  th.' 

C-hureh  oi  SI. 

Feli.x 

wi 

111    L 

rr.at  mai: 

llifte.'iiL'i 

i\  and  ser 

ved  it 

nishrandday. 

livii.^' 

.1 

lif.. 

i.f  <'.>:ireii 

iieah,ii; 

■aiiil 

1  toil. 

In  409  hen-OS 

chosi'i 

1  1 

lish. 

.p.  ami  fo 

■r  nioTV 

iliiin 

thin 

y  je.ii 

-s.'io  mle.l;Lsio 

be  eonspictions  in  nn  ajri'  hlfs>eil  wiili  many  grear  and  nise 

W^ps.     SI.   Gr^'ory  the  tireal   l.'lls   lis    lliat    when   the 

■RMbIs  of  Africa  had  inaile  a  descent  on  Catn^Ukiiia.  Pan- 

^W*"it  all  he  had  in  relieving  the  distress  of  his  pctiple 

■Woeming  them  fi(.msU\-eTv,     .\t  lost  there  eainea 


13.]  LIVES  or  Tni  a&nrra.  818 

idow  ;  iier  only  son  had  been  carried  off  by  the  aon- 
of  the  Vandal  king.  "  Sack  oa  I  have  I  give  thee,** 
ho  Saint  to  her ;  "  we  will  go  to  Africa,  nod  1  will 
lyself  for  jour  son."  Having  overborne  her  resJst- 
they  vent,  and  Paulinus  was  accepted  in  {ilace  of  the 
's  MQ,  and  employed  as  gardener.  After  a  time  the 
onnd  out,  by  divine  interpoairion,  that  his  son-in- 
ihive  was  the  great  Bialiop  of  Nola,     He  st  once  set 


•ee,  granling  him  also  tlie  freedom  of  nil  the  lowns- 
f  Xol.i  who  were  in  slavery.  One  who  knew  him  well 
le  was  meek  as  Moses,'  priestlike  as  Aaron,  innocent 
our),  tender  as  David,  wise  as  Solomon,  apostolic  as 
loving  as  John,  cantious  as  Thomas,  keen-sighted  as 
;n.  fervent  as  Apollos.  He  died  a.d.  431. 
lection.—"  Go  to  Campania."  writes  St.  Augustine  ; 
«  study  Pnulinu.s.  that  choice  servant  of  God.  With 
generosity,  with  what  still  greater  humility,  he  has 
from  him  the  burden  of  this  world's  grandeurs  to 
)n  him  the  yoke  of  Cljrist.  and  in  Hia  wcv'vm  Yuiii 
t  and  unobtruaive  his  life  '.  " 


TBTj^LTSLz:: 


ieM- «f  God— her  mollHt 
tand  anMOg  ib«  Sfeiats- 
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TliI  Kiiiir  of  Nortlmniliriii.  pr^ssi^l  his  suit  i^jHiii  her^'tii 
lucli  ctip'mt^  tlini  she  wiif  furrod  into  a  seconil  mam.!?' 
tier  life  Jil  hi=  Pinirt  was  Ihnl  of  an  nR'etio  rather  ttuini 
^iii>ea ;  she  lived  with  him  not  as  8  wife,  bat  as  a  si^'-f 
irni,  ritiscn'iiiEn  scnipiunits  rt'eularily  of  iliiJ.'ipliiiP.  Jprr^C'-J 
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Abbey,  Tbicti  iras  tben  under  the  rule  of  St.  EbbA,  aixl 
receired  tbe  veil  from  Ibe  bands  of  St.  Wilfrid.  As  soon  u 
Etheldrpda  had  left  the  court  of  liur  liusbnnd,  be  repented 
of  having  consented  to  her  depariure,  and  folloired  her, 
meaning  to  bring  her  back  by  force.  She  took  refuge  oh  ■ 
hendland  on  ihe  coast  near  Coldinghain  ;  nnd  bere  a  mim- 
cle  took  place,  for  tbe  waters  forced  themAetves  n  pnasaga 
round  the  hill,  barring  the  further  advance  of  Egfrid.  Tbe 
Saint  remained  in  this  island  refuge  for  seven  dayti.  till  tbe 
king,  recognizing  the  divine  will,  agreed  to  leave  her  in 
peace.  Ood,  Who  by  a  miracle  confirmed  the  Saint's  voca- 
tion, will  not  fail  us  if,  with  a  single  heart,  we  elect  for 
Hiui.  In  GT'3  she  lelunicd  to  Ely,  and  founded  there  a 
doable  monastery.  The  nunnery  she  governed  herself, 
and  was  by  ber  exnniiile  a  living  mle  of  perfection  to  ber 
MsteiB.  Some  time  after  her  dealli,  in  679,  her  Ixxly  was 
found  incorrupt,  and  .Si.  Bedo  rcconls  many  miracles 
vorked  by  ber  relics. 

Reflection.— Tlie  soul  cannot  truly  serve  Ood  while  it  Is 
lart^ved  in  ;lic  distmclions  and  pleasun-s  of  tbe  world. 
Etbeldre<la  knew  this,  and  chose  rather  to  be  a  servant  of  . 
Christ  her  Lord  than  the  mistress  of  an  earthly  court. 
Besolve,  in  whatever  state  you  are.  to  live  al>solntely  de- 
taebed  from  the  world,  and  to  separate  yourself  as  much  as 
possible  from  it. 

June  34.— ST.  JOHN  THE  BAPTIST. 
^f^HE  Ijirth  of  St.  John  was  foretold  by  an  angi'l  (if  the 
^— '  Lord  to  hi.s  father,  Zaehnry,  who  was  offering  in- 
cense in  liie  Temple.  It  was  the  office  of  St.  John  to  pre- 
pare the  way  for  Christ,  and  before  he  was  bom  Into  tbe 
world  he  began  to  live  for  the  Incarnate  God.  Even  in  the 
womb  lie  knew  the  presence  of  Jesus  and  of  Mary,  and  he 
leaped  with  joy  at  the  glad  coming  of  the  Son  ol  m&Xk.  \ii 
his  youtli  be  renmaed  Aidden,  because  He  f oi 'Vn^om  ^a 
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vmited  wu  hidden  also.  Bat  bcfon  Ohrisfa  public  life 
began,  a  dtTioe  impulse  led  St.  John  iuto  the  desert ;  tb«ie, 
vitb  locoxis  for  his  food  aiid  baircluih  on  his  skin,  insi- 
leoco  and  in  prayer,  be  cbasteocd  his  own  souL  Then,  u 
cromls  biuke  in  upon  his  solitude,  he  warned  tfa«m  to  flee 
tnta  the  wrath  to  come,  and  gave  them  tbe  baptism  of 
penanee,  while  ibe;  confessed  their  sins.  At  last  there 
stood  in  ibe  crowd  One  Whom  SL  Jofan  did  not  know,  till  a 
Toioe  wiitain  told  him  that  it  was  his  Lord.     With  the  bap- 


tism iif  Sr.  Jiilni,  i.'liri>l  lM.i;;iii  lii.s  pen.ince  fur  ilu'  sin.s  uf 
His  |>|.o|,k^  and  SI.  .[„l)n  saw  i)if  Holy  (^lio.*t  dt-smid  io 
lm.ijly  i„rm  iipot,  IMni.  Tli.-ri  tlic  Siiinis  «-..rk  wa.s  <Um: 
llo  hail  hut  tii  p-'iiit  liis  own  ilisi'jplt-s  to  tbe  I.inth,  lie  iud 
Ijiil  io  decrease  a.s  Christ  increased,  lie  saw  .-^ll  intm  le.ive 
him  and  ^o  afier  Christ.  ■'  I  loM  .von."  he  said,  '•  thai  I 
Hin  not  (he  Christ.  The  friend  of  the  HriiU'groom  rojoiccth 
IwaiL-ie  <>i  (ho  Brlrli'trrooni's  voice.  This  my  joy  iberefore 
is  fallilh-d."  St.  Ji.lin  had  been  cast  into  ihe'fi.nresaof 
iliichiLT\is  by  a  wi)vll\\ess  Ut-.m^  \i\\u«5  erinics  he  liad  re- 
buked, and  he  vriia  Io  rcmam  Uwtc  W\\\\(i■«a&\lO.\'^l!^9i,l^. 
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the  will  of  a  girl  who  danced  before  this  wretohed  king. 
In  this  time  of  despair,  if  St.  John  could  have  known  de~ 
■pair,  some  of  bis  old  disciples  visited  him.  St.  John  did 
not  speak  to  them  of  himself,  but  ho  sent  them  to  Christ, 
that  they  might  see  the  proofs  of  His  mission.  Then  the 
Eternal  Truth  pronounced  the  panegyric  of  tho  Saint  who 
bad  lived  and  breathed  for  Him  alone :  "  Verily  I  say  unto 
you,  Among  them  thai  are  born  of  women  there  hath  not 
risen  a  greater  than  John  the  Baptist." 

Reflection. — St.  John  was  great  before  God  because  he 
forgot  himself  and  lived  for  Jesus  Christ,  Whn  is  the  source 
of  all  grciitness.  Remember  tijat  you  are  nothing  ;  your 
own  will  and  your  own  desires  can  only  lead  to  misery  and 
sin.  Therefore  sacriflce  every  day  some  one  of  your  natural 
inclinalions  to  tho  Sacred  Heart  of  Our  Lord,  and  Icara 
little  by  littlo  to  lose  yourself  in  Iliin, 

June  25.— ST.  PROSPER  OF  AQUITAINE.— ST.  WIL- 
LIAM OF  MONTE-VERGINE. 
g^T.  Prosper  was  born  at  Aquitaine,  in  tho  year  403. 
^^  His  works  show  that  in  his  youth  he  hod  happily 
applied  himself  to  all  the  branches  both  of  polite  and  sacrod 
learning.  On  account  of  the  purity  and  sanctity  of  his 
manners,  ho  is  called  by  (hose  of  his  ngo  a  holy  and  vener- 
able man.  Our  Saint  docs  not  appear  to  have  Ix't-n  any 
more  than  a  layman  ;  but  )>cing  of  great  virtue,  and  of 
extraordinary  talents  and  learning,  he  wrote  several  works 
in  which  ho  ably  refuted  the  errors  of  heresy.  St.  Leo  the 
Great,  being  chosen  Pope  in  440,  invited  St.  Prosper  to 
Kiimo,  made  him  his  micretary,  and  employed  him  in  the 
most  important  affairs  of  the  Church.  Our  Saint  crushed 
the  Pelagian  heresy,  whicli  1io<!an  again  to  raise  its  head  in 
that  cipital,  and  its  final  overthrow  is  said  to  be  due  to  his 
zeal,  learning,  and  unwearied  endeavors.  The  iisMi  cS.  ^o» 
death  is  ancortaio,  bat  be  was  still  living  in  Vi%. 


[JBIDtK 

St.  ^Vuxux,  hating  IcKt  his  fniber  and  mothitr  ta  Us 
inCancT.  was  faroughL  up  bj  his  f rimds  fa  gte«t  seatnacflii 
of  piety :  Biul  «I  flfleen  yean  of  r^,  oat  of  an  oarDHt 
dostre  to  lead  &  p>milenii&l  life,  he  left  Picdmunt.  Im  luiivs 
coootTT.  made  an  nDslen>  |dt(nininjj:e  to  St.  Jasws'e  id 
Galicin.  and  afloniard  rotirt^  into  ibe  biagdona  ol  X^fdcs. 
whtre  tie  i'1i<K«i  for  his  Hhndo  a  desert  moantun,  snd  lived 
in  i>en"'t*>tl  contemplation  and  the  exercises  of  mnsi  tigat- 
oaa  f-caiti'ntial  Austerities.  Finding  liimself  diacomedand 
bis  eon  icQi  plat  ion  interrnpted,  be  changed  his  habitation 
aiiJ  s>?itlL'.i  in  A  pliiL-e  called  Monte-Vergioe,  situated  be- 
IW'-eii  Xnln  ftiiil  B-'tieveiito.  in  the  same  kingdom  ;  but  bis 
r.'l.ii\..ti..]i  f..:i..»,-.l  hiiii.  imiilie  w;(s  iiliiis.-.l  by  iwoneieh- 
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June  26^STS.  JOHM  AND  PAUL,  Martyre. 
'j^Jhesk  two  Ssiints  were  both  ofllicere  in  tlie  army  mid er 
^~^  Juliaa  the  Apostate,  and  received  the  crown  of 
mftrtyrdom,  probably  in  3fl3.  They  glorified  God  by  a 
doable  victory  :  ibey  despised  the  hoDora  of  the  world,  and 
triamphed  over  its  threats  and  tormenta.  They  saw  mnny 
vicked  men  prosper  in  their  impiety,  but  were  not  dazzled 
by  their  example.  They  considered  that  worldly  firosperity 
which  attends  impunity  in  sin  is  the  most  dreadful  of  all 
judgments ;  and  how  false  and  short-lived  was  this  glitter- 
ing prosperity  of  Julian,  who  in  a  moment  fell  into  the  pit 
which  he  himself  bad  dug  !  But  the  martyrs,  by  the  mo- 
mentary labor  of  their  conflict,  purchaned  an  immense 
veight  of  never-fading  j:lor>' ;  Iheir  torments  wore,  by  their 
hemic  patience  and  invincible  virtue  and  fidelity,  a  speo- 
tacle  worthy  of  Ood,  Who  looked  down  upon  tfaem  from  the 
throne  of  His  glory,  and  held  His  arm  stretched  out  to 
Btrengthen  them,  and  to  put  on  their  heada  imniCf^^ 
crotmeJa  the  hspp^  momeat  of  their  victory. 


SBU  LITTLK   nCTOUlAl. 

Reflection.— TbeSainis  nliva)^  Accounted  tli.it  theylud 
done  iinllLiiiii;  for  Christ  so  long  as  they  h&d  noi  rmisinita 
blood,  and  by  pouring  forth  the  last  drop  completed  iJ 


saeriftce.     Every 
this  ferveiit  motive,  and  w 
the  divine  service  with 
always  bear  in  mind  that 
and.  after  all  we  can  do,  a 
only  whttt.  we  nre  bound  to 


lives  ought  to  spring  tvm 
e  should  consecrate  ourselves  U 
our  whole  strength ;  we  moS 
we  owe  to  God  all  that  we  are. 
re  unpro9table  servaots,  and  ilo 
do. 


June  27. -ST.  LADISLAS,  King. 

i  ihi'  First,  son  of  Bela.  King  of  Ilnngarj,  ■»  I 
III   liUl,      b\  llie  ]H!rlin.iwoiis  importuniij"  of 
I'linipi'lk-ii.  much  against  his  own  iucliEa- 
!■  tlin-n.'.  in  11)^0.     lie  resiowd  the  eood 


ChasUly,  nw^kuess,  gravity,  charity,  and  piety 
1  his  infaucv  v\w  i\\M\\\?.\\\*V\-p.?,^T\%v!l\iiaciiar- 
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acter ;  avarice  and  ambition  were  his  sovereign  aversion, 
so  perfectly  had  the  maxims  of  the  Ooepel  extingnished  in 
him  all  propensity  to  those  base  passions.  His  life  in  the 
palace  was  most  austere ;  he  was  frugal  and  abstemious, 
but  most  liberal  to  the  Church  and  the  poor.  Vanity, 
pleasure,  or  idle  amusements  had  no  share  in  his  actions  or 
time,  because  all  his  moments  were  consecrated  to  the 
exerci.ses  of  religion  and  the  duties  of  his  station,  in  which 
be  had  only  the  divine  will  in  view,  and  sought  only  God*s 
greater  honor.  He  watched  over  a  strict  Hud  imf>artial 
administration  of  justice,  was  generous  and  merciful  to  his 
enemies,  and  vigorous  in  the  defence  of  his  country  and 
the  Church.  He  drove  the  Huns  out  of  his  territories,  and 
vanquished  the  Poles,  Russians,  and  Tartars.  He  was  pre- 
paring to  command,  as  genoral-in-chief,  the  great  expedi- 
tion of  the  Christians  against  the  Saracens  for  the  recovery 
of  tlie  Holy  Land,  when  God  called  him  to  Himself,  on  the 
80th  of  July,  1095. 

Reflection. — The  Saints  filled  all  their  moments  with 
good  works  and  great  actions  ;  and,  whilst  they  labored  for 
an  immortal  crown,  the  greatest  share  of  worldly  happiness 
of  which  this  life  is  capable  fell  in  their  way  without  being 
even  looked  for  by  them.  In  their  afflictions  themselves 
virtue  afforded  them  the  most  s^ilid  comfort,  pointed  out 
the  remedy,  and  converted  their  tribulations  into  the 
greatest  advantages. 

June  28.^ST.  IREN>CU8,  Bishop,  Martyr. 

^s^His  Saint  was  bom  about  the  year  120.  He  was  a 
^^  Grecian,  probably  a  native  of  Lesser  *  Asia.  His 
parents,  who  were  Christians,  placed  him  under  the  care  of 
the  great  St.  Polycarp,  Bishop  of  Smyrna.  It  was  in  so 
holy  a  school  that  he  learned  that  sacred  science  which 
rendered  him  afterward  a  great  ornament  of  the  ChuteVi 
and  the  terror  of  her  enemies.    St.  Polycarp  cna\\.WttX/^\^ 


'  umx  ncTtiuu.  [it 

,  and  ttrmM  las  mind  to  pletj-  t?  jmn^ 

.  and  tha  a«loas  •cbolar  nas  careful  u 
mH  thr  iid«Ktn^!K  -  uch  wen  offeml  him  by  the  ban*' 
■INK  nl  KoRb  »  c  jiUT.    ^cfc  was  liis  TeneratioQ  tot  ^ 

4h-  kbr  is  Uiai  h(4<  KAB.  tbe  beiicr  to  copy  bis  eumi* 
aiMi  iNini  hb  qutt.  Bt  bstened  to  his  iastruction 
<m  inmtUtblt^  ardor,  sad  eo  dee|ilf  did  be  engrave  them  <w 
bs  hnan  iltH  Uw  laq^wnnae  ivtaained  most  lively  <■ 


of    Ih.-    ClHl\b    O       I  P  P 

havjnc  d"  -d        i  n  p    d      h          h 

our  Saint  n  nh  dBhpfLiLB 

proacbiiip.  en  m                        m >=     h.    »li 

country  lo  \ie  Ta  \\     "k         ?a    -mi  -ko  U  a^-a  nsi    j 


BftiAawww'^M^vMiVw**^^*  '         "^   -  ' 
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hereBy,  and  at  last,  with  many  others,  suffered  martyrdom 
about  the  year  202,  under  the  Empt  ror  Severus,  at  Lyons. 

Reflection. — Fathers  and  mothers,  .]nd  heads  of  fami- 
lies, spiritual  and  temporal,  should  bear  in  mind  that  in- 
feriors **  will  not  be  corrected  by  words"  alone,  but  that 
example  is  likewise  needful. 

June  29. — 8T.  P^ETER,  Apostle. 

*-fr^ETER  was  of  Bethsaida  in  Galilee,  and  as  he  was  fish- 
#*—  ing  on  the  lake  was  called  by  Our  Lord  to  be  one  of 
His  apostles.  He  was  poor  and  unlearned,  but  candid, 
eager,  and  loving.  In  his  heart,  first  of  all,  grew  up  the 
conviction,  and  from  his  lijxs  came  the  confession,  **Thou 
art  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  the  living  God  ;  "  and  so  Our  Lord 
chose  him,  and  fitted  him  to  be  the  Rock  6f  His  Church, 
His  Vicar  on  earth,  the  head  and  prince  of  His  apostles, 
the  centre  and  very  principle  of  the  Churches  oneness,  the 
scarce  of  all  spiritual  powers,  and  the  unerring  teacher  of 
His  truth.  All  Scripture  is  alive  with  him  ;  but  after  Pen- 
tecost he  stands  out  in  the  full  grandeur  of  his  office.  He 
fiUs  the  vacant  apostolic  throne  ;  admits  the  Jews  by  thou- 
sands into  the  fold  ;  opens  it  to  the  Gentiles  in  the  person 
of  Cornelius  ;  founds,  and  for  a  time  rules,  the  Church  at 
Antioch,  and  sends  Mark  to  found  that  of  Alexandria.  Ten 
years  after  the  Ascension  he  went  to  Rome,  the  centre  of 
the  majestic  Roman  Empire,  where  were  gathered  the 
glories  and  the  wealth  of  the  earth  and  all  the  powers  of 
evil.  There  he  established  his  Chair,  and  for  twenty-five 
years  labored  with  St.  Paul  in  building  up  the  great  Roman 
Church.  He  was  crucified  by  order  of  Nero,  and  buried  on 
the  Vatican  Hill.  He  wrote  two  Epistles,  and  suggested 
and  approved  the  Grospel  of  St.  Mark.  Two  hundred  and 
sixty  years  after  St.  Peter's  martyrdom  came  the  open 
triumph  of  the  Church.  Pope  St.  Sylvester,  ^\t\i  \]iv^ov& 
and  cJai^  and  the  whole  body  of  the  iailMui^  ^^xtt 


ruU-s  -if  .-i.iti-,  U'gan  i«  liig  liie  foiimlntiDns  ..f  Si.  Pdtr'i 
Church.  AthI  now  on  llie  siie  of  iLat  ol.l  flmreh  stands 
llic  nobloBl  teni|>lc  i-ver  raised  by  m;»ii  ;  Itc ueatti  a  XontT- 
iug  canopy  lie  ibe  great  apostles,  in  <leatli.  as  in  life,  tm- 
divided  ;  and  tlierc  is  (lie  Chair  of  Si.  I'etcr.  AUiroimd 
rest  the  niarlyra  of  Christ— Pi)|>e3,  Saints,  Doclors.  ftwn 
east  and  west— and  high  over  all,  llio  wonia,  "Tboo  irt 
Poler,  nrid  on  Iliis  R<K.'k  I  will  build  My  Cluirch."  It  B 
the  l.hn.',slinid  of  ilie  ajNislIes  and  Ilic  centre  of  ihe  vfxU. 

Reflection.— Pi'itT  still  lives  on  in  his  sneceisore,  mJ 
rules  and  feeils  llic  (lock  committt'd  to  him.  Tlie  renlitvof 
our  ilovoiion  to  hini  is  (lio  surest  test  of  the  puriiv  I'f  oat 
raiih. 


■a  or  THB  uiMTB. 


June  30.— 8T.  PAUL. 
eft.  Paul  was  bom  at  Tarsus,  of  Jewish  parents,  and 
^-^  stndied  at  Jemsalem,  at  the  feet  of  Gamaliel. 
While  still  a  young  roan,  he  held  the  clothes  of  those  who 
■toned  the  pnsto-martyr  Stephen  ;  and  in  his  restless  zeal 
be  pressed  on  to  Daniaacus,  "breathing  out  thrcatenings 
and  slaughter  against  the  disciples  of  Christ."  But  near 
Damascus  a  light  from  heaven  struck  him  to  the  earth.  He 
beard  a  voice  which  said,  "  WhypersccutcstthouMe?"  He 
Bftwtheformof  HimWho  had  been  cnitifii.'i]  fur  his  sins,  and 
then  for  three  days  he  saw  nothing  more.  He  awoke  from 
his  trance  another  man — n  new  creature  in  JcsuB  Christ. 
He  left  Uaroascus  for  n  long  retreat  in  Arabia,  and  Ihcn,  at 
the  call  of  God,  he  carried  the  Gosi>el  to  the  uttermost 


limits  of  the  world,  and  fur  years  he  lived  and  labored  with 
no  thought  but  the  thought  of  Christ  crucified,  no  desire 
but  to  spend  and  be  spent  for  Him.  He  beca.mQ  X\)» 
apostle  of  the  Qentilea,  whom  be  bad  been  taughl  to  Vb\.«, 


■  te  |^«  liMd  for  blood.    la  Ui 


lAwtme  Oelqiu  iirSn-^vtfMBSiitote.  Ha  interior  W^ 
■I  lu;  ■>  wnnb  laa  li^  £.  La  «pEtt  befan  OS  in  tbM 
df^iu-    »— iiinpk  Oh  IjJ(    rf  i»Mte  b»  dW  f oivnr  M 

Mrr-c  ■  .1.1  -ifc'ii  jiri.i!  a.  r-i^pat  CSiita.  ■■  l:i  wfiat.  "says 
s;  1." '^  t~i  111.  :i  I'M.;  iii  ii-i*-  Ke^^ed  one  gsin  m 
iii'-i.i -ii^-"  ■—  ::.■  -i-.].c:  ii:>,s;'iK>  '  How  romes  it  that  be 
t  ■  -  !  1.  Ill-:  •  Hi  ii.;-i^  :"i.T--.:.r":i>:;:  ihe  wortdf  IfliCsol 
:i,-..Li.i  ■!!■  .-:■•  .:  ;.i^  r.;i:-.:Ii«  ■  "  Sor  will  his  iport 
,-"11-  >  ;,  ii'  -J."  ■'  r..ui.  :■,-■::  ■iLr.ji^  Eren  sow,  like  > 
III  K-  ■<,  -I,  '  ■-.:•  ;::  .-• :  ':■'  •-:.'.:■  i- "."  ■.•ur  midst,  and  lakes 
,;.:.-  ■■■   ■■■•■-    :•■...--■;     -r-     ■>•: -:;,v -f  Christ. 


S<-6p.-:iti 


:i,..;  .ii;  !^^k  tfae  things 

.:<<"i.:oh  are  Christ's. 


ST.  CAL,  Bishop. 


pr  :.-.  .--  i':  .--..  ::.-r  wa=.  ,;,>>.vii.ini  from  th.'  ftiiii 
V. ::_-  A;..-..  --.  I..--  ■x'v^ratut  Roman  wh.)  siiir-Ti 
hv'i:.-  f--r  t;..-  :',i  ::;  ■  ■:  Ct.riii,  Tbi'yWlh  look  sj*o.n;il 
i>f  tIj.-  (■■iLii.iir.iin  1.:'  ihi-:r  si>n.  and.  when  he  iirnvi'd 
(iri>[ier  ap>.-.  jif.']  10*1:41  I"  have  him  nmrrit^  to  llii'  d.iui 
of  ;i  iratjx.'CtnlAc  ficnuvot,    "Ww  ^vw^.-^Vxij  had  taken  a 
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lutioD  to  consecrate  himself  to  Ood,  withdrew  privately 
from  his  father's  house  to  the  monastery  of  Coamon,  near 
the  city  of  Anvergne,  and  earnestly  prayed  to  be  admitted 
there  amongst  the  monks ;  and  having  soon  after  obtained 
the  consent  of  bis  parents,  bo  with  joy  renounced  all 
worldly  vanitiea  to  embrace  religious  poverty.  Here  his 
eminent  virtues  distinguished  him  in  a  particular  manner, 
and  recommended  him  to  Quintianus,  Bishop  of  Auvergne, 
who  promoted  bim  to  boly  orders.     Tbe  bishop  dying  in 


537,  St.  Gal  was  ap|K)iiii€d  m  nLiu^j.^rd  him,  and  in  tbis  now 
character  bis  humility,  charity,  and  zeal  were  conspicuous  ; 
above  all,  his  patience  in  bearing  injuries.  Being  onco 
Kiruck  on  the  bead  by  a  bnital  man,  he  discovered  not  tho 
le.'vst  emotion  of  anger  or  resentment,  and  by  this  meekness 
ilisiirmed  the  savage  of  his  rage.  At  another  time,  Evo- 
<Iius,  who  from  a  senator  became  a  priest,  having  so  far 
forgotten  himself  as  to  treat  him  in  the  most  insulting 
manner,  tbe  Saint,  without  making  tbe  least  reply,  arooe  ^ 
meekly  from  his  seat  and  went  to  visit  the  churches  of  tha  ' 
city.    Evodius  was  so  touched  by  this  conduct  V\\a.V\t«  caA 


**i  ».-••«* 


[xuX    I 

C.  Ib  tin  IDkliUfl  of  the  stirrt.  vri 
I  lUs   Ubi«  tb«r  botfa   liTal  « 
t  Mi*d  Mwdshlii.     Sl  Gal  vw  itJ^xti 
itoaki^  «a4  died  about  lli«  year  553. 

ammoN  of  the  blessed  virgm. 

k  k  tk»  M7««ry  of  the  AnnatKUitka. 

XMlMr«(  God  that  bcr  coDsan  EB»- 

wJhWl^r  wwtwd.  and  was  then  pngnal 

'«lh>  %  fiWhii^ML  te  to  Ite  |Hv«ireor  of  Ute  Vm^t. 

1ft«  BlMBi  it  T>npBt  -il  rf  tolffiiy  coMowUed  thevoddobl 

'4li(n4t.k  )u  xxtiwik  >^  *a«  niM\l  br  ilii'  iucurnation  of  tta 

■SNi  H  <*Mt  '<>  *«c-'«»Mk.  ftM.  in  th«  tntDKjKinof  b»lntr 

.  -    •■■..;  ;'ni  i  t-.ii    Ji'i.vtni  l-vJ  >:ii-  «niilil  ijii  to  congr»tiilife 

!>..■■  r.     ?i.    .  >  .  W.iry  iliiTi'fore  arose,"  saitb 

V      ...  i    ■     ■      '    M..      ..■:\    ;;iui  ilic  hilly  country  into 

■   7  ■■;   ■■■.■.■'  ilif  house  of  Zacluu7. 

•v-   .  >  •     1     A  ■- :  -.>-;:ij;  liid  the  presence  of 

'■>..,  •       .-<■,  [ho  first  which  He  bon- 

-l  •  ^  -:t  :     Bui   M;iry  is  the  m- 

-I   -  "iv  niiiMns  to  it  Iks  divine 

,■..  ,.-..■       .■  ..■  :<.i,l!;.mivl  throii^'liwliwh 


1  h,- 


her  ^.l,■sSl■,l;l!^-^^■.al..It 

is  ihid  la  Tue  i^ii  \W 


t  Kliwlx'ih  i>rM!i.ran(*J 
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me?"  Mary,  faearing  lier  owd  praise,  siintc  the  lower  iu 
the  abj'ss  of  her  notbingDess,  aod  in  the  traiis|X)rt  of  her 

humility,  and  meiting  in  aQ  ecatasy  of  love  anil  gratitude, 
burst  into  thnt  Hdmirable  canticle  the  J/aj^nt/Toif.  Uary 
stayed  wilh  lier  cousin  almost  three  months  afler  which  she 
returned  to  Nazareth 


Reflection.— WhiUl  wilh  the  I'hurcli  wi-  imiii-c  (Jih!  for 
the  tnereicH  iiml  wondrrs  vrhich  He  wrought  in  this  mysli^ry, 
we  ought  to  apply  ourselves  to  the  imilation  nf  the  virtiii's 
of  which  Mary  sets  us  a  perfect  ex!ini]ile.  From  her  wc 
ought  particularly  to  learn  the  lessons  by  whifih  we  Bhall 
sanctify  our  visils  and  converaalion,  actions  which  are  to 
so  many  Christians  the  sources  of  innumerable  dangers 

July  3.— ST.  HELIOOORUS,  Blihop. 
^*^Hifi  Saint  was  bom  at  Dalmatia,  St.  Jerome's  native 
^— '     country,  and  soon  sought  out  that  great  Doctor,  iu 
order  not  only  to  follow  bis  advice  in  matters  Te\&\.ui%  Vo 


trrrtJt  ncromtAi. 


ChfWisii  pertetuB,  bat  ate  to  proAt  bgr  kb      _ 

lb*  life  of  ■  rodnw  poHened  peenUsr  •ttneCtmc  for  Imii 

But  to  enter  »  nwiuMciT  it  would  bs 


iw.<s 


[■  Mul  liir.cdn-,  and  siicli  a  sacrifice  he  iras 
v<l  K.  rriulir.  Ik-  ivi.i;iin.-.i  in  lli.i  world,  ihmiph 
iicl.  liillcnviiit'llHM-\;iiiiiiii-  of  the  holy  aiichoritw, 
tiiiii'  ill  iirayiTnTiii  'l.'viini  n'a.lini:.     He  aeconi- 


•'  F.:lsI, 


L"  tri 


ithiJ 


l.!iik  III  lialiiiaiia.  :ililiiiiii.-li  Si.  .IiTniiifi  Irii'il  to  peRHiuie 
liiiu  {■•  r.iiMiii,  111- ]iii>iiii*i'd  to  niiirii  a-;  soon  asliehad 
fnllilli'il  llir.liKv  lii'.mtd  his  iiaiviits.  Ii,  the  mean  time, 
tiiiiliiii:  liis:il™'iiiv  i.roirail"ii,  ami  feariiii,'  tliat  the  love  of 


Ir-y 


\.  -Irr 


t   WtU-I. 


,-orl.i  .1 


•■oii.-*.viali-  )iiai-rlf  loilir  s.Tvi<r  of   G."l.     Hill  tli,'  I/T.I. 
\Vl,„.li-i,.,sfs  :ill  Itiiii-s,  had  aiioi),,-r  iids,ioii  f.,r  Hi''  -ht 

vmil.      Aflrr  llii>d,-alh  of  Ins  ih.T.  Hi^li-Hionis  nelil  a' 

Hilly.  H  h.Te  ho  suou  \ji>v,\\\w  \\vA«V  <v^v  UU  emineiif  piiiy- 
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He  was  made  Bishop  of  Altino,  and  became  one  of  the  most 
distingniahed  prelates  of  an  age  fruitful  in  great  meu.  He 
died  about  the  year  260. 

July  4.-8T.  BERTHA,  Widow,  Abbau. 

BEBTHA  was  the  daughter  of  Count  Rigobert  and 
Ursana,  related  to  one  of  the  kings  of  Kent  in  Eng- 
land. In  the  twentieth  year  of  her  age  she  was  married 
to  Sigefroi,  b;  whom  she  had  five  daughters,  two  of  whom, 
Gertrude  and  Deotila,  are  Saints.  After  her  husband's 
death  she  put  on  the  Teil  in  the  nunnery  which  she  had 
built  at  Blangy  in  Artois,  a  little  distance  from  Hesdin. 
Her  daughters  Gertrude  and  Deotila  followed  her  ex- 
ample. She  was  persecuted  by  Roger,  or  Rotgar,  who 
endeaTOred  to  asperse  her  with  King  Thierri  III. ,  to  revenge 


his  1>eing  refused  Gerrrude  in  raarriiige.  But  Ihis  prince, 
convinoed  of  the  innocence  of  Bertha,  then  abbess  over  her 
nunnery,  gave  her  a  kind  reception  and  t^ok  her  under  his 
protection.     On  her  return  to  Blangy,  Berths.  &a\&V«A\i'« 


*  •boottheymrTSS.    A  gratt  p&r 

BUngy. 

Jury  i.-ST.  PETER  OF 
,»_■-.    "  "TO""  **  Lrxnrarso,  dcaee 

, ",    '  , '  .  ■  '^     •■»"*  mother  from  the  nol 

;(    *....      l  '•M  bora  in  Lorraine,  in  ibe  j 
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Paris,  determined  to  hare  no  master  bat  Christ.  At  the 
early  ftge  of  fifteen  he  vas  appointed,  on  Hccount  of  hii 
prudence  and  sanctity,  Bishop  of  Helz,  and  made  his  publfo 
entry  into  his  see  barefoot  and  riding  an  dm.  lie  governed 
bis  diocese  wilh  all  the  zeal  and  iirudcnco  of  maturity,  and 
divided  his  revenues  in  three  parts — for  tlio  Church,  the 
poor,  and  Ilia  liouseliold.  His  cbarilics  often  left  hfm  per- 
sonally destitute,  and  be  had  but  twenty  pence  left  when  he 
died.  Cre.iteil  Cardinal  of  St.  George,  his  aunl^rilifs  in 
the  midst  of  a  court  were  so  severe  that  ho  was  onhrred  to 
moderate  tbcm.  Peter  replied,  "  I  shall  always  be  an  un- 
proGtablo  servant,  but  I  can  at  least  obt^y."  Tun  months 
after  his  promotion  he  fell  sick  of  a  fever,  and  lingi-iv<l  for 
some  time  in  a  sinking  condition,  liig  lioliness  increasing  na 
he  drew  near  his  end.  St.  I'eter,  it  whs  imVuiVcil,  never 
stained  his  soul  by  mortal  nin ;  yet  sh  he  Rrew  in  gruco 
bis  holy  liaired  of  self  tx-came  more  nnd  niore  intensi:.  At 
length,  when  he  had  rtceivpd  the  last  wtcmiiierits,  he  forctMl 
bis  aitemlauts  each  in  turn  to  smnrge  hint  for  IiIh  faults, 
and  then  lay  ailent  till  he  diixl.  But  0<k1  wan  fileaw^l  to 
HJorify  His  servant.  Among  other  niirairlert  in  Ih(;  follow- 
ing: On  July  5,  1433.  a  child  alxiut  twelve  yuan  old  hum 
killed  by  falling  from  a  high  lower,  in  the  fialaffi:  of  Avi- 
gnoD.  upon  n  sliarjirock.  The  father,  distractMl  witb^ef, 
piekrd  up  the  scattered  pieces  of  the  skull  and  braiiin,  and 
carried  ihem  in  a  sack,  with  the  mutilated  boily  of  his  win, 
to  St.  Peter's  shrine,  and  witb  many  teart  besought  the 
Saint's  iQtercessioa.  After  a  while  (he  child  rclnmed  ti> 
life,  and  was  placed  D[<>n  the  allar  for  all  to  wittjeiw.  In 
honor  of  this  miracle  il:e  city  of  Avignon  chmie  Si.  Peter 
as  its  [>atrrin  Saiix  He  died  A.h.  \Zh'.  aged  eighteen  yearn 
Reflection.— St.  Peter  teaches  as  how.  by  self-denial, 
rank,  ri'.-bn.  the  highest  dignities,  and  all  this  worid  eaa 
give,  may  serve  to  make  a  Saint. 


3    ^M^    Am 


nnvs  nrrauAi. 


S^ST.  GOAR,  Pri«xt. 
Ma  cf  aa  illastnoas  fsmilj,  al  Aqni- 
hii  roeih  be  was  noted  forbise&raeU 
bwa  njacd  to  sacred  orders,  he  ««■ 
f  bf  tbc  farmr  «f  his  preacliing  and  tht 
b.  Wnhing  to  terr*  God  eDiir*k  un- 
A,  W  went  orer  into  GermaDj,  Mid, 
of  Tner.  he  sbat  biBnoU  19 


in  hi,*  i-.il.  ^iiii  arriviil  m  fiicli  an  eniiin'iil  dejrn^  of  ^n<- 
litv  as  !■■  r-  .-s;t,im-i  'ii,'  .>r;u'K'  ami  niiniple  of  tlic  wlnJe 
c<v,i[urv.  S:i.vUTt.  Kill:;  "f  All^t^i^siil,  loaniiug  of  ihepam'- 
tiiy  ..if  Goiir,  I'.isbwi  i-  liavi'  him  made  Bishop  of  Mi'tz.  awi 
for  that  |mrii.i*t>  summoDed  biin  to  roiirt.  Tlie  iNiint.  fea^ 
ing  tlie  resjMiiisihililit's  of  ihe  offlt-e.  jirayeti  thiii  lif  miijlii 
be  excused.     He  was  seized  with  a  fever,  aud  died  in  575. 
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8T.  PALLA0IU8,  PijSop,  ApoMla  of  tha  Scott. 
^3^HE  nnmo  rif  I'alludiufl  siioics  iliis  Siiint  to  Imve  been  a 
^^  Runinn.  and  iiiosi  authors  ngreu  that  he  was  deacon 
of  the  Chun.'h  of  Rome.  Ai  least  St.  Prosjwr,  in  his  chron- 
icle. iiifornLs  m  thai  when  Agricln.  a  noted  PelaKian,  had 
cornipK-d  the  cliun-lies  of  Brituin  by  iiilroducing  that 
pestilential  lii'rt-»y,  Pn\m  CeleMine.  at  the  i nuance  of  Pol- 
ladiufl  tliedr-aeon.  in  43».  riint  thither  St. Gennamis.  Bi.shop 
of  Auxerre.  in  i|iiality  of  his  leK-tir.  who,  having  ejected 
the  hereiii-g.  l*roii<;ht  havk  the  liriions  to  the  Catholic  faith. 
In  431  Pope  Celewtine  sent  Palladium,  the  first  Ijishoji,  to  the 
Scots  thi-n  MicvinB  in  Clirisl.  The  Irish  nriterH  bf  the 
lives  of  St.  Patrick  say  that  St.  Pallaiiins  had  prcatlied  in 
Ireland  a  little  liefore  St.  Patiiek,  Irat  that  ho  wa»  soon 
banished  by  the  King  of  Leinster,  and  rotiimi-d  to  North 
Britain,  where  he  had  first  opened  his  mission.  There 
seems  to  t«  no  doulrt  tliat  lie  nas  sent  to  the  whole  nation 
of  the  Scots,  several  colonies  of  wlinm  had  passed  from 
Ireland  into  North  Britain,  and  ]iossessed  themselves  of 
part  of  t)je  country  since  ealleil  .Scotland.  After  St.  Pal- 
Udius  had  left  Iri'land,  he  art^ved  among  the  Scots  in  North 
Britain,  according  to  St.  Prosper,  in  the  consulate  of  Bassus 
and  Antiochus.  in  the  year  of  Christ  431.  lie  jireached 
there  with  great  zeal,  and  formed  a  considerable  Church. 
The  Scottish  historians  tell  ub  that  the  Faith  was  planted 
in  North  Britain  about  llie  year  300,  in  the  time  of  King 
Donald,  when  Victor  was  Poiw  of  Bome.  But  they  all 
acknowledge  that  Palladium  was  the  first  bishop  in  titat 
country,  and  style  Ijiin  their  first  apostle.  The  Saint  died 
at  Fordun,  fifteen  miles  from  Aberdeen,  about  the  year  4S0. 
Reflection.  —  St.  Palladius  surmounted  every  obstacle 
which  a  fierce  nation  had  opposed  to  the  establishment  aC 
the  kingdom  of  Jesus  Christ.  Ought  not  am  be&T\&  Ici  \i« 
imjmoiod  with  the  moat  livtHy  BentimeDts  ot  \ovci  wA 


rturifcJ  God  Cor  kariae  bmbI  ^ad 


<S 


.  PAWTXNUS,  F«»w  of  Om  OmA. 
^  Vwned  fuher  and  moatelle  maa  flimiiihij  lifl 
»(«ad  MMMfT.    Ba  vm  by  btrtlt   ji  riiiliiii.  If 
■.     Hii«iri«<«ibrTnt»U 


"■ii.'a  lii.s<.'\v.slo  iIh-  irmh.      Ill-  slii,ii,.,i  ilielli'It 

f^'''-i| vs    uiiil.T   t\K   (liscijiU's   "f   t!io   .■ll>o^tlc#,    aii-l   tii 

Illil■^^  ;ift.T  saiTii",  li-arniii;;  brou^'lit  bimlD  Al.xamiri.i.  ia 
lWii(,  «I„T,.  till.  ,iis(.i|ili>s  of  St.  Mark  li;til  icisiiruif.l  .1  .vi.- 
Iir:.(i'if  s.'lin,.l  „f  III,.  CliL-isliiiTi  ilopt-ine.  Paiit;iiuis  -WDslit 
HM[  l,Mii>|.|ay  Ills  lali^iils  in  thai  proiit  marl  r.f  Im^rarun 
ciiiil  n.minrtvi' ;  hii[  iliis  j;rf:il  ]>r<i{;rfS3  ill  siiTrM  Wmia? 
wii>ali.'L'  i-iiiiH-  liiiit'  ilinfiniTiHl,  anil  lie  wiia  drawn  guii>f 
lliiil  I'ln-oiiniv  ill  « liioli  iiis  butnilily  sough;  to  burr  iL^iL 
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Being  placed  at  the  head  of  the  Christian  scliool  some  time 
before  the  year  179,  by  liis  learning  and  excellent  manner 
of  teaching  he  raised  its  reputation  alK)ve  all  the  schools  of 
the  philosophers,  and  the  lessons  which  he  read,  and  which 
were  gathered  from  the  flowers  of  the  prophets  and  apos- 
tles, conveyed  light  and  knowledge  into  the  minds  of  all 
his  hearers.  The  Indians  who  traded  at  Alexandria  en- 
treated him  to  pay  their  country  a  visit,  whereupon  he  for- 
sook his  school  and  went  to  preach  the  Gospel  to  the  East- 
em  nations.  St  Pantacnus  found  some  seeds  of  the  faith 
already  sown  in  the  Indies,  and  a  book  of  the  Gospel  of  St. 
Matthew  in  Hebrew,  which  St.  Bartholomew  had  carried 
tUtber.  Ho  brought  it  back  w^ith  him  to  Alexandria, 
whither  he  returned  after  lie  had  zealously  employed  some 
yean  in  instructing  the  Indians  in  the  faith.  St.  Pant^nus 
oontiniied  to  teach  in  private  till  about  the  year  216,  when 
he  dosed  a  noble  and  excellent  life  by  a  happy  death. 

Reflection. — *'  Have  a  care  that  none  lead  you  astray  by 
a  false  philosophy,"  says  St.  Paul,  for  philosophy  without 
railgion  is  a  vain  thing. 

July  8.— 8T,  ELIZABETH  OF  PORTUGAL. 

^^LIZABETH  was  bom  in  1271.  She  was  daughter  of 
^-4  Pedro  III.  of  Arragon,  being  named  after  her  aunt, 
St.  Elizabeth  of  Hungary.  At  twelve  years  of  age  she  was 
given  in  marriage  to  Denis,  King  of  Portugal,  and  from  a 
holy  child  became  a  saintly  wife.  She  heard  Mass  and 
recited  the  Divine  Office  daily,  but  her  devotions  were 
arranged  with  such  prudence  that  they  interfered  with  no 
duty  of  her  state.  She  prepared  for  her  frequent  commun* 
ions  by  severe  austerities,  fasting  thrice  a  week,  and  by 
heroic  works  of  charity.  She  was  several  times  called  on  to 
make  peace  between  her  husband  and  her  son  Alphonso, 
who  had  taken  up  arms  against  him.  Her  husband  tried 
her  much,  both  by  his  unfounded  jealousy  and  by  his  infl- 


nc-iviuAL  [jn.T  El 

4ak!*»immM.  Aalnto' aabeitng  Elizabeth  and  oud 
few  ]>ar»  «■■■•  Ihe  bag  delenaiae  to  sUj-  the  fonth,  u 
he  wtl  a  lm»tanMr  ic  eatt  iniu  bis  kiln  tiie  first  jap 
whoAmMtterimwtlkmtVptl  Dwssage.  On  tUo  daj  Gud 
Cb»  f«ff*  «M  am ;  bm  tfee  bo)-,  <rlio  was  iii  the  babit  d 
Iwanne  Hva  4ai)f,  MonMd  on  his  way  to  do  so. 

(  a  aerood  f»gc.  the  very  originitcf 
of  the  calBHay,  wbo,  votaing  first  to  the  kiln,  w^  at  com 
Shortlv  aftpr,  Ibe  fii 


;v,n;   fr,>m  ^\^.c  .■hiin-ti.  and  I.--.k   li.irk   t,.  ilic  kiui 
i.iinioi-":;  npU  iliji  lii,*  or.loi-s  Iv.ui  l-vii  fjimiiJ. 

iVin^T   M^.<s  MV.it  lln'  i>;»gi''s   lify  iitiii  ].nivt\l  :ht 
itnuHviiiw      llor    piiti.'ncc    and    iho    w.-'ii'lonal 

>  «.!ii  whkh  slie  evon  rlle^i^^u■ll  liic  chiMron  ol 

-.  I'l'miiK'l.iy  non  ilif  kins  from  )]ij  ovil  wavs. 

I.-  .1  aov.>I,>l  hTisbiind  ami  :i  ir.ily  Cliri;.liaii  k 
many  chariiaMe  iiisii  tut  ions  ami  relii^ious  l:')u 


^     Kind's  deai^i,  i\\c  ^-^sli*^  \ 
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dissuaded  by  her  people,  wlio  could  not  do  vrithout  her,  bIm 
took  the  habit  of  the  Third  Order  of  St.  Francis,  and  spent 
the  rest  of  her  life  in  redoubled  austerities  and  almsgiving. 
She  died  at  the  age  of  aixty-flve,  while  in  tlie  aet  of  making 
peuee  lj«tween  her  children. 

Reflection._In  Ihe  Holy  Sacrifice  of  the  Altar  St.  Eliza- 
beth daily  found  strength  to  bear  with  sweetness  suspicion 
and  cruelly;  and  by  that  snme  Holy  Sacrifice  her  inno- 
cence was  iiruve<l.  What  succor  do  we  forfeit  by  neglect 
of  daily  Mass  I 

Jul;  9^8T.  EPHREM,  Oaacon. 
fT^fT.  Ephbem  13  the  light  and  glory  of  the  Syriao 
i*~^  Church.  A  mere  youth,  he  entered  on  the  re- 
ligions life  at  Nisibia,  his  native  place.  Long  yean  of 
retirement  taught  him  the  science  of  the  Saints,  and  then 
God  called  him  to  Edessa,  there  to  teach  what  he  had 
learned  so  well.  He  defended  the  Faith  agaiimt  heresies, 
in  books  which  have  made  him  known  astht;  Prophet  of 
the  Syrians.  Crowds  hung  upon  his  words.  TearH  ufied  U> 
stop  his  voice  when  be  preached.  He  trerablcil  and  made 
his  bearers  tremble  at  the  thought  of  God's  judgments ; 
but  he  found  iii  compunctioD  and  humility  the  way  to 
peace,  and  he  rested  with  unshaken  confidence  in  the  mercy 
of  our  bles.'MMl  Lord.  "  I  am  setting  out,"  ho  says,  speak- 
ing of  his  own  death,  "  I  am  setting  out  on  a  journey  hard 
and  dangerous.  Thee,  O  Sod  of  God,  I  have  taken  for  my 
Viaticum.  When  I  am  hungry,  I  will  feed  ou  Thee.  The 
infernal  fire  will  not  venture  near  me,  tor  it  cannot  bear 
the  fragrance  of  Thy  Body  and  Thy  Blood."  His  hymns 
won  the  hearts  of  the  people,  drove  out  the  hymns  of  tha 
Gnoetic  heretics,  and  gained  for  him  the  title  which  he 
bears  in  Ihe  S}Tiac  Liturgy  to  this  day—"  the  Harp  of  the 
Holy  GhosL"  Passionate  as  he  was  by  natiUre,  Itom  \\wi 
time  be  eateted  religion  no  one  ever  saw  )^i&  an^l- 
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Abonnding  in  labore  til!  the  l*Et.  Iw  toileid  for  the  snffn- 
ing  poor  at  Edessa  in  the  famine  of  378,  Aod  there  i»j 
down  to  die  in  extreme  tJd  age.  What  w&s  theaeerwrf 
Bucoc«s  so  variotis  and  so  complete  T  Hnmility,  vioA 
made  him  distrust  himself  and  trust  God.  Till  hisikuh, 
be  wept  for  the  slight  Bins  committed  in  the  thongblkas- 
nesa  o(  boyhood.  He  refused  the  dignity  of  the  piinlboDd. 
'■  i."  he  tol.l  St.  Bftsil,  whom  he  went  to  see  at  the  biddias 


Reflection.  — Huiiulilj  it.  the  pnth  whicli  leads  in  ali\iii% 
peaee  wiil  briiij,'s  lis  near  lo  fic  ooiisolation.s  of  God. 
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July   lO^THE   SEVEN   BROTHERS,    Martyr*,    «nd    ST. 

FCLICITA8,  their  Mother. 
^3^BB  iUnatrious  martyrdom  of  tbeao  Saints  bAppened  at 
^-^  Rome,  under  the  Emperor  Antoninus.  The  seven 
brotbera  vere  the  sons  of  St.  Felicitos,  a  noble,  pioos, 
Christian  widow  in  Borne,  nho,  after  ttio  death  of  her  hus- 
tMUid,  served  God  in  a  state  of  contincncy  nnd  employed 
faerselt  wholly  in  prayer,  fasting,  :ind  works  of  charity. 
By  the  public  and  edifying  example  of  this  lady  and  her 
whole  family  many  idolaters  were  mived  to  renounce  the 
worship  of  their  falw  gods,  and  to  embrauc  the  Faith  of 
Cbrist.  This  excited  the  anger  of  the  heathen  priests,  who 
complained  to  tlic  emperor  that  the  boliltiess  nith  which 
Felicitos  publicly  practised  the  Christian  religion  drew  many 
from  the  worship  of  the  immort.il  gods,  who  were  the 
gaardians  and  protectors  of  the  empire,  and  that,  in  order 
to  appense  these  false  gods,  it  was  necessary  tn  compel  this 
lady  and  her  children  to  sacrifice  to  tlieni.  I'ubliiis,  the 
prefect  of  Rome,  caused  the  mother  and  her  sons  to  bo  ap- 
prehended and  brought  l»efore  him,  and,  oddresaiiig  her, 
aaid,  "Take  piiy  on  your  children,  Feliclloa ;  they  are  in 
the  bloom  of  youth,  and  may  aspire  to  the  greatest  huiiors 
and  preferments."  The  holy  mother  nnsweivd,  "  Your  pity 
is  resktly  impiety,  and  the  compassion  to  which  you  exhort 
me  would  make  me  the  most  cruel  of  mothers."  Then 
turning  herself  lowanis  ber  children,  she  said  to  them, 
"  My  sons,  look  up  to  heaven,  where  Jesus  Christ  with  His 
Saints  expects  you.  Be  faithful  in  His  love,  and  fight 
courogeously  for  your  souls."  Publius,  being  cxasiverated 
at  this  Itehavior,  conimande<l  her  to  be  cruelly  buffeied  ;  he 
then  called  the  children  to  bim  one  after  auother,  and  used 
many  artful  speeches,  mingling  promises  with  threats  to 
induce  them  to  adore  the  gods.  His  argumenia  and  threats 
were  equally  in  vain,  and  the  brothers  were  coii&emne&  \o 
be  sooaiyw/.    After  being  rbipped,  they  were  TemaMfiA 


»«ClMd.   Itei 


■Vdtoai^wak  wtofa  h^M  «iA 


yomieHA,  Alexander.  Vdalk,  aad  Hartiklk,  wm  U  >>■*■<, 


nii.l  «iih  ilii^S:,iiii   rliov  will  lKiv,Mlu>-r.'ai.vr  -.:   .i:l  ■ 


LTTsa  or  THX  auirni 


July  II.— ST.  JAMES,  Blihop. 
*3^Hls  eminent  Saint  and  glorious  Doctor  of  the  Syrlw 
^~-^  Church  was  a  native  of  Nisibis,  in  Mesopotamia.  In 
bia  fonth,  entering  the  Korld,  he  trembled  at  the  sight  of 
it«  Tices  and  the  slippery  path  of  its  pleasures,  and  ha 
tboaght  it  the  saier  p&rt  to  strengthen  himself  in  retire- 
ment, that  he  might  afterward  be  the  better  able  to  stand 
bis  ground  in  the  field.  lie  accordingly  chose  the  highest 
mountain  for  his  abode,  sheltering  himself  in  a  cave  in  the 
winter,  and  the  rest  of  the  year  living  in  the  woods,  coa- 
tinoally  eipoaed  to  the  open  air.  Notwithstanding  hia 
desire  to  live  unknown  to  men,  he  was  discovered,  and 
many  were  not  afraid  to  climb  the  rugged  rocks  that  they 
might  recommend  themselves  to  his  prayers  and  receive  the 
comfort  of  bis  spiritual  advice.  He  was  favored  with  the 
gift«  of  proph(K;y  and  miracles  in  an  uncommon  measure. 
One  day,  as  he  was  travelling,  he  was  accosted  by  a  gang  of 
beggars,  with  the  view  of  eitorting  money  fnim  him  under 
pretence  of  burying  their  compitnion,  who  lay  strelched 
on  the  ground  as  if  he  were  dead.  Tlie  holy  man  gave 
them  what  they  asked,  and  "offering  up  supplications  to 
God  as  for  a  soul  departed,  he  prayed  that  his  Divino 
Majesty  would  pardon  him  the  sins  he  had  committed  whilst 
he  lived,  and  that  he  would  admit  him  into  the  comitany  of 
the  Paints."  As  soon  as  the  Saint  was  gone  by,  the  beg- 
gars, callitig  npon  their  companion  to  rise  and  take  his 
share  of  the  b<K>ty,  were  surpri.sed  to  find  him  really  dead. 
Seized  wilh  sudden  fear  and  (rricf,  Ihey  shriekcil  in  the 
utmost  cfinstermition.  and  immediately  ran  after  the  man 
of  (i'xi,  cast  themselves  at  bis  ti^-r,  eiiiire.>4.sed  the  cheat, 
begged  forgiveness,  and  Ix'wiught  lilni  by  his  jirayers  to 
restore  their  unhappy  conipaninn  to  life,  which  the  Saint 
did.  Tlie  most  famous  miracle  of  our  Saint  was  that  by 
whieh  he  protected  his  native  city  from  the  ViexW'nvQ&. 
Sapor  JJ.,  liieAaufAf/ifjnjf  of  PeTua,beuege&'SSs^iA&^'Ctk 


{m.ru 


hm  CMfatK.  vbilst  oar  Stmt  wu 
ntd  tiot  V*!  !<*  the  desinctioc  o! 
mmj  Doe,  bst  be  iM|4oc«l  the  Dinne  ICeiuj  Uwc  the  otj 
ari^  ha  drilnnd  boM  the  aiiiiBitiM  of  so  lo^  a  neg«^  i 
Atfarwaid,  cofaif  to  Ito  lop  «f  a  high  lover,  sad  umtnc 
Ui  Cm  Imnrti  tbe  «■*■);.  &Bd  aetmg  ih«  pntdigkn 
■raliinide  of  men  aad  beaatB  which  corctdd  tbe  vbde 
rr.  b«  uid.  "  Lord.  Tlioa  srt  able  b;  the  wMtat 
>aii»  In  boinlibt  th«  prtdr  of  Tti;  eiiMDin :  defeat  th«M 


miilUliides  by  an  army  of  gnats."  God  heard  the  hnmbk 
prayer  of  His  seiviint.  Scarce  had  the  Snint  spoken  those 
words,  when  whuli;  clouds  of  gnats  and  flies  came  pouring 
down  upon  tlie  Persians,  got  into  the  elephants'  trunks  and 
tliD  horses'  cars  and  nostrils,  which  made  ihem  chafe  and 
foam,  throw  tfieir  riders,  and  put  the  whole  army  into  con- 
fusjou  and  disorder.  A  famine  and  pestilence,  which  fol- 
lowed, carried  off  a  great  part  of  the  army;  and  Sapor, 
after  lying  above  three  months  before  the  place,  set  fire  to 
all  hie  own  engines  of  war,  and  was  forced  to  abandon  the 
aiege  and  return  home  with  the  loss  of  twenty  thousand 
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nan.  Siqwr  received  a  third  foil  under  the  wnlls  of  Nialbia, 
n  UQ,  upon  which  he  tamed  his  anna  agaiast  Amidus, 
oak.  that  strong  city,  and  put  the  garrison  and  the  greatest 
part  of  the  inhabitants  to  the  aword.  The  citizens  of  Nisi- 
bu  attributed  their  preservation  to  the  intercession  of  their 
g^iMioos  paln)u,  St.  James,  allliough  he  liad  already  gone 
to  his  reward.     Ho  died  in  SSO. 

July  13.-8T.  JOHN  GUALBERT. 

BT.  JOHX  Gfalbert  was  bom  at  Florence,  a.d.  BB9. 
Following  the  profession  of  arms  at  that  troubled 
poriod,  he  became  involved  in  a  blood-feud  with  a  near  ro- 
Utirfl.  One  Good  Friday,  aa  he  vas  riding  into  Florence 
BCOompanied  by  armed  men,  ho  encountered  bia  enemy  in 
B  {dace  where  neitlier  could  avoid  the  other.  John  would 
have  slain  him ;  but  his  adversary,  who  whs  totally 
anprepared  to  fight,  fell  upon  his  knees  with  hin  arms 
stretched  out  in  the  form  of  a  cross,  and  Implored  liim,  for 
tbe  sake  of  Our  Lord's  holy  Piission.  to  spnre  his  life.  St. 
John  said  to  his  enemy,  "  I  cannot  refuse  what  you  nsk 
in  Cfarist's  name.  I  grant  you  your  life,  and  I  give  you 
my  friendship.  Pray  (hat  God  may  forgive  me  my  sin." 
Grace  triamphed.  A  humble  and  change<l  man,  he  entered 
the  Church  of  St.  Miniato,  which  was  near  ;  and  whilst  he 
prayed,  the  figure  of  our  crucified  Lord,  before  which  ho 
was  kneeling,  bowed  lis  head  toward  him  as  if  to  ratify  his 
pardon.  Abandoning  the  world,  he  gave  himself  up  to 
prayer  and  penance  in  the  Benedictine  Onlcr.  Later  he 
was  led  to  found  the  congregation  callcil  of  Vallombmaa, 
from  the  shady  valley  a  few  miles  from  Florence,  where  he 
established  his  first  monastery.  Once  the  enemies  of  the 
Saint  came  to  his  convent  of  St.  Salvi.  plundered  it,  and 
set  fire  to  It,  and  having  treated  the  monks  with  ignominy, 
beat  thein  and  wounded  them.  St.  John  rejoiced.  "  Now," 
be  said,  "yon  are  true  monks.     Wonld  that  1  my«c\t ^u& 


tol  tte  hoM  (<  bvHf  viih  fca  when  the  MUien  one,  lU  I 
la^ltehanfaaii  a  ihuc  in  UMfEhKynr  jnonremwaa! 

bnftx  siMtfallj  agMBSt  iiiiKor.  mad  in  ma&r  wan  pn- 


l.rc.t  of  III.-  F.iilh  III  Italy.  After  n  life  of 
V.  lie  iliiil  whilst  IIh;  angels  were  singing 
.".Tuly  le.  Hi::t. 


Reflectio 

.-  Tlic  li.Ti.i.'  net  wliich  nieriied  f<*r  SL  John 

(lUMll-Tt    hi 

r..iiv.'i>ii.ii  «■;».*  thi'  fnr^iiveiifss  of  his  enemj. 

^■I   iJMrnil; 

f  hiiii  ill  il.j.-iviitiir,  ri'snl vine  never  torevcugf 

ourMavi'siL 

■  l..oii.  in  «,.nl.  <.riii  tli-m-lit. 

July  13.     ST.   EUCENIUS,  Bishop. 

©'";;: 

.■o|.;il    -,r    i.f    f:,rTh:.i;v    h:>d     r.-iiiMiii,>l    V.li-jn; 
y-f.iiir  jinr>,  nii.'ii,  iti  JSl,  llimeno  j.Tiijii^^i 

iii<-  C'ltiioii 

■s   ..11   <rrliiin   (■..ii.iiiions   to   .'h.Hv^o   ..i„.  Bh> 

8l M  III!  it 

Til.'  |i.>..|ii.-.  inii'^iti.nit  to  .■(ij..y  (ii,.  c-'n>'.-r. 

of  n  iKish.r.  jiitclif.i  ii|i.iii  Em.'cniii.f.  a  ciii/.'ii  of  Cirtlj:!.- 
euiiiiriil  f.ir  liis  le;iriiitii:,  z,-;il.  jiiely.  ami  iTii.i.  i...'.  H 
C'llitrilii'S  ti>  Uvf  vV\slTCivsii\  "KM*  v-k'sstw';, -ind  h-;  n'fiv- 
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bimself  everythiDg  that  he  might  give  all  to  the  poor.  His 
TirtDe  gained  him  the  respect  and  esteem  even  of  the 
Arians ;  but  at  length  envy  and  blind  zeal  got  the  ascend- 
ant in  their  breasts,  and  the  king  sent  him  an  onler  never 
to  sit  on  the  episcopal  throne,  preach  to  the  people,  or  ad- 
mit into  his  chapel  any  Vandals,  among  whom  several  were 
Catholics.  The  Saint  boldly  answered  that  the  laws  of  Ood 
commanded  him  not  to  shut  the  dixir  of  His  church  to  any 
tlutt  desired  to  serve  Him  in  it.  Iluneric,  enraged  at  this 
Answer,  persecuted  the  Catholics  in  various  ways.  Many 
nana  were  so  cruelly  turtured  that  they  died  on  the  rack. 
Great  numbers  of  bishops,  priests,  deacons,  and  eminent 
Catholic  laymen  were  hanished  to  a  desert  fiUwl  with  scor- 
pions and  venouii.us  sen*n's-  Tlje  i)eopIe  followed  their 
bishops  and  priei-ts  with  lighte<l  lapers  in  their  hands,  and 


mothers  carriefi  their  little  babes  in  their  arms  and  laid 
ttieni  at  the  feet  of  the  enntepsors.  all  crying  out  wiili  (ears, 
'•  Goins  yourselves  to  your  crowns,  to  whom  Ao  \<>\i  Vvsft 
OS  i    WTio  wiU  htipiUe  our  children?     Vto  w\\\  Vaiv»^  \» 


r 


tJm,  11 

lu  the  benefit  of  penance,  and  discharge  us  from  the  bonds 
of  Bin  by  the  favor  of  reconciliation  and  pnrdon  f  Whovill 
bury  us  with  solemn  stippliculiohs  at  our  death  )  By  vliom 
will  the  DivJDe  8uoriflco  be  mude  t"  The  Bishop  EugeniDi 
Tas  spared  in  the  first  Btorm,  but  afterwards  was  carried 
into  the  uninhabited  desert  country  in  the  province  ol 
Tripolis,  and  committed  to  the  gunrd  of  Antony,  an  inhu- 
man Ariau  bishop,  who  treated  him  witli  the  almost  bar- 
barity. Gontamund,  who  succeeded  Huneric,  recalled  out 
Saint  (o  Carthage,  opened  the  Catholic  churcbea,  and  »1- 
lowed  all  the  exiled  priests  to  return.  After  reigning 
twelve  yeare,  Goniamuud  died,  and  his  brother  Thraaimund 
was  called  to  the  crown.  Uuder  this  prince  St.  Eugemu 
WB8  again  banished,  and  died  in  eiile,  on  the  iSth  of  Ivlj, 
005,  in  a  monastery  whicli  he  built  and  governed,  near 
Albi. 

Reflection. — "Alms  shall  be  a  great  confidence  befors 
the  ^ll>^t  lligli  God  to  them  that  give  it  Water  qnenchett 
a  flaming;  luv,  and  alms  rcsistcth  sin." 

July  14 ST.  BONAVENTURE. 

^SANcriTv  and  learning  raised  Bonaventnre  to  the 
J^  Church's  liigliest  honors,  and  from  a  child  he  was 
the  com]ianion  ot  S;iints.  Yet  at  heart  he  was  ever  tlw 
poor  Franciscan  friar,  and  practised  and  taught  liumility 
and  niortificalion.  St.  Francis  gave  him  his  name ;  for, 
having  miraculously  cured  him  of  a  mortal  sickness,  be 
prophetically  exclaimed  of  tlie  child,  "  O  bona  ventura  f 
— good  luck.  He  is  knowu  also  as  the  "  Seraphic  Doctor," 
from  the  fervor  of  divine  love  which  breathes  in  his  writ- 
ings, lie  was  the  friend  of  St.  Thomas  Aquinas,  who 
asked  him  one  day  whence  he  drew  his  great  learning.  Be 
replied  by  pointing  to  his  crucifix.  At  another  time  St. 
Thomas  found  him  in  ecstasy  while  writing  the  life  of  St 
Francis,  and  exclaimed,  "  Let  us  leave  a  Saint  to  write  of  a 
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Saint."  They  received  the  Doctor's  cap  together.  He  ww 
the  gnest  and  adviser  of  St.  Louis,  and  the  director  of  Bt 
Isabella,  the  Icing's  sister.  At  the  age  of  thirtj-Sve  he  waa 
made  general  of  his  Older  ;  and  onlj  escaped  another  dig- 
nity, the  Archbishopric  of  York,  by  dint  of  tears  and  en- 
treaties. Gregory  X.  appointed  him  Cardinal  Bishop  of 
Albnno.  When  the  Saint  heard  of  the  Pope's  resolve 
to  create  him  a  Cardinal,  he  quietly  made  his  escape  from 
Italy.    But  Gregory  sent  him  a  summons  to  relnm  to 


Borne.  On  bis  way,  he  stopped  to  natt  himself  at  a 
convent  of  his  Order  near  Florence ;  and  there  tvo 
Papal  messengers,  sent  to  meet  him  with  the  Cardinal's 
bat,  found  him  washing  the  dishes.  The  Saint  desired 
them  to  hnng  the  hat  on  a  bush  that  was  near,  and  take  a 
valk  in  ihc  gafden  until  he  had  nnishe<l  what  he  was  about. 
Then  Inking  up  the  hat  with  nnfeignod  sorrow,  he  joined 
the  messengers,  and  paid  them  the  respect  due  to  their 
character.  He  sat  at  the  PontifTs  right  band,  and  spoke 
first  at  the  Council  of  Lyons.  His  piety  and  eloquence  woa 
over  the  GreeJcs  to  Caibolic  Doioo.  and  then  ^u  iltx«at^ 


pcutf 

MM.    B*  *ri  irtAi  tfa*  CcMuifiil  mu  sitling,  aid  ■ 
hnmk  fcff  a»  imimHi  I  lifchopg.  a.Dl  1374. 

»i^i04««-— "tWfctt  of  God,"sa)v  Si.  BootvOO^f 
^IwImH]  «  nn  m  pn  Us  bnirt  to  UnnstUff?  t 
«ln*  »*  ite  nw  Mode  •<  Bill.' 


Mr  n.~-ST.  HCNRr,  EmpwDr. 
^■proKT.  IMtecl  IkmK  Mv  in  a  TiuoB  ha  lEDuA^ 
*■-*  A,  ■Wiit^ns.  iwinnn*  to  the  words  "atia  (Q." 
Tl^  nn.vt-i  t3»  111  ^■,n^ai«  (or  d^nth,  .iimJ  for  sii  jmh  1« 

^      ■  ■     •'■'■  -i  i  rr^y.  uh-ii.  ;a  the  Olid  iif  liH'iUBli 

j.Mt  1..  -.t..l  I  ...  •Arr.ii.^tvne.-.l  m  liis  elt«iio!i  »8«i- 
!"•(■.«  T-'iKi^.it.'.i  in  :tw  d-.ir  ..f  tJiid.  be  aswmdri  tbe 
UJ-- :'i  »,;h  I'l.:  "ric  i!»i»qghi— lo  rviga  for  His  gn*« 
plfiM  T:i.  ixiTM  P'iHvs  wif*  ilifn  despiiling  the  tapin- 
ili^'r>  r  .f^'tt"!  Ith'ta  «i:lta  fiuall  f oiv« ;  bat  angeli  ud 
S*>!if '"■«  N*u  li«>l:a?h»  troips,  ainl  tbe  healbeDU 
in  •li'^iui.r  PiiUnJ  *r«i  ]}.4naia.  Morni-ia  and  Bntpuidf. 
rew  ,11  ;.irti  AittM<],<<ii  ;o  his  kinpiniu,  Pnnuoiiia  and  Huu- 
ftffr  •,■.!.  J.^  ibr  Church.  Wuh  ihe  FnilU  stTui^i  iuG#r- 
M>T.;.  Httity  p»sfni  inio  Italy,  drove  o«r  ilie  Anrif-^ 
Grr?."';.  l■^■l^?lll  IViM\i)fi  \1II.  liack  in  Ri>iiie.  and  t»s 
cn'«Rfj  iR  Si.  Pmits  by  liwi  Ptmtiff,  in  mu,  Ii  m 
Hmr'»  tMK.-mi.  4iii  amnng  in  auy  lon-n.  lo  sp>ini  Ins  lirS 
ni^l  m  Qiitrtiing  in  »^ini>  cjutivli  ikilk'niitj  to  i>iir  Utsifi 
I^Ji.  .V*  he  was  thus  pnting  in  Si.  Miirr  Uiijiir's.  li* 
first  niirhl  ol  lits  »mvBl  in  Boiu«,  lit-  "siiff  ihi;  Snu'rt'P 
Uti!  &pmal  Pnflsi  Ciirisi  Jesus  "  cm^r  to  Siiy  Mitss.  ffs 
l*iJtvlioi'  allii  Viiirt'nl  .■tssisleil  as  iU>»ci>ii  and  siib-titM«'i 
S«iiii*  itiniiiiifnililt;  filUil  ilie  ehutvh.  and  iuigels  sane '" 
the  choir.  After  the  IJospol,  an  angipl  w-as  sent  Uy  'to 
Lady  m  give  Honrj-  ihe  book  to  tiss.  T^'Ui^hins  bira 
ligblly  ou  lln?  Iliigh,  as  the  anifl?!  did  iii  Jaci'd.  he  5,1111, 
■  Accepi  ihis  sign  of  God's  lore  for  your  cluistily  and 
jnatioe;"  »ud  trom    Att  ^wais  \\\e   ma-^evK  alsrap  "*» 
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lame.  Like  hol7  David,  Henrf  employed  the  fruits  of  his 
conquests  in  the  service  of  the  temple.  The  forests  and 
mines  of  the  empire,  the  best  that  his  treasury  could  pro- 
dnce,  were  consecnUed  to  tho  sanctuary.  Stately  catbo- 
drals,  noble  monasteries,  churches  innumerable,  enlight- 
ened and  sanctified  the  ouce  heathen  lands.  In  1023 
Benr>-  lay  on  bis  bed  of  death.  He  gave  back  to  her 
parents    his   wife,  Bt.  Cunegunda,    "a  Tirfrn  Ktill,  as  a 


virgin  he  liad  received  her  from  Christ,"  and  surrendered 
hia  own  pure  soul  to  God. 

Reflection.— St.  Henry  deprived  himself  of  many  things 
to  enrich  tlie  house  of  Ood.  We  clothe  ourselves  in  purple 
and  fine  linen,  and  leave  Jesus  in  poverty  and  neglect. 

July  16.— ST.  SIMON  STOCK. 

DION  was  bom  in  the  county  of  Kent.  England,  and 
left  his  home  when  he  was  but  twelve  years  of  age, 
to  live  as  a  hermit  in  the  hollow  trunk  of  a  tree,  whence  bft 
was  known  aa  Simon  of  tbe  Stock.    Hen  he  pasM&  \.v«Q!q 
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ytara  in  penance  and  prayer,  aud  learued  from  Oar  Lwl; 
that  he  was  to  join  an  Order  not  tlien  koowii  Id  Engli 
He  waited  in  piitience  lill  the  Wtiit«  Friars  ctime,  and 
entered  ttit;  Order  ot  Our  Ludy  at  Mount  CarmeL  Hit 
great  Itolincas  moved  bis  brethren  in  the  general  idu^iteT 
held  Ri  Aj'lcsfurd  near  Rochester  in  1345,  to  choose  him 
prior-general  of  the  Order  In  the  many  persecutions 
raised  against  thi  new  nligioua  bimou  went  nilh  ftliil 
Lonfidonee  to  the  Blessed  Mother  of  Cod.     As  he  knelt  in 


]>ran-r  in  the  Wliite  Friars'  convent  at  Cambridge,  on  July 
16,  l'2."il,  she  appeared  before  him  and  presented  him 
with  IIlc  seii|iiiliir,  in  assurance  of  her  protection.  The 
devotion  to  itie  ble.ssed  habit  spread  qaickly  throughout  the 
Christian  world.  Pope  after  Pope  enriched  it  with  indui- 
gences,  ittid  miracles  innumerable  put  their  seal  upon  its 
efficacy.  The  first  of  them  was  worked  at  Winchester  on  » 
man  dying  in  despair,  who  at  once  asked  for  the  Sacrs- 
ments,  when  the  scapular  was  laid  upon  him  by  St.  Simon 
Stock.  In  the  year  I63S,  M.  de  Guge,  a  cornet  in  a  cav- 
alry regiment,  was  mortally  wounded  at  the  engagement  of 
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.  TUdn,  a  bullet  having  lodged  near  his  heart.  He  vu  tben 
■  ill  a  state  of  i^evouB  ain,  but  had  time  left  him  to  make 
..UaoonfeaaioD,  and  with  hia  own  hands  wrote  bis  last  teata- 
meiit.  When  thin  was  done,  the  surgeon  probed  liis  woand, 
and  the  hallet  was  foand  to  have  driven  his  scapular  into 
hia  heart.  On  its  being  withdrawn,  he  presently  expired, 
making  profound  acta  of  gratitude  to  the  Blessed  Virgin, 
wbo  had  prolonged  his  life  miraculously,  and  thus  pre- 
■erred  him  from  eternal  death.  St.  Simon  Stock  died  at 
Botdcaoz,  i.a  13U. 


—To  enjoy  the  privileges  of  the  scapular,  it  ia 
•nSdent  that  it  be  received  lawfully  and  worn  devoutly. 
BnTi  than,  can  any  one  fail  to  profit  by  a  devotion  so 
•■9,  to  simple,  and  so  wonderfully  blessed)  "  He  that 
■taaO  onroomo,  shall  thus  be  clothed  in  white  garments, 
and  I  win  not  blot  out  his  name  out  of  the  book  of  life,  and 
I  vin  eonfen  his  name  before  Hy  Father  and  before  His 
angola"  (Apoo.  ili.  5). 

July  I7^8T.  ALEXIUS. 
^^T.  AixnTB  was  the  only  sou  of  parents  pre-eminent 
>— '  among  the  Roman  nohlcs  for  virtue,  birth,  and 
wealth.  On  his  wedding-night,  by  Qod's  spociul  inspim- 
tioD,  be  secretly  quitted  Rome,  niiil  journeying  to  Edessn, 
in  the  far  East,  gave  away  all  thiit  he  hud  brought  with 
him,  content  thenceforth  to  live  on  alms  at  the  gate  of  Our 
Lady's  church  in  that  cily.  It  camo  to  pass  that  the  ser- 
vants of  St.  AIe'ilus,  whom  his  father  sent  in  search  of 
him,  arrived  at  Edes.<«.  and  seeing  him  among  tlie  i>'>or 
at  the  gate  of  Our  lady's  church,  gave  him  an  alma,  not 
recognizing  him.  Whereupon  the  man  of  God,  rejoicing, 
said,  '■  I  thank  Thee,  O  Lord,  Who  hast  called  me  and 
granted  that  I  should  receive  for  TIjy  name's  sake  an  alms 
from  mj  own  slaves.  Deign  to  fulfil  in  mo  the  workThovi 
hast  b^nu."    After  seventeen  years,  vhen  \ku  ftttoiA^t^ 


!■  mockery  ami  ill-visiigc  of  his  onu  slavfs. 
iliiily  tlie  inconsolable  grief  <•(  lii-;  j["nw 
\t  l;tst.  when  tiemli  liaii  emiwl  iliij  iw' 
>  learmi)  loo  late,  from  a  wriliiis  in  ^'^ 
.!  WAS  thai  they  haii  iinknoniiifjly  slifl'vrt^l 
.■,v.  X  ;,.  His  servimt's  saiietiiy  by  ni.wr 
■.V.  .j,7">  ,n  :?if  fifth  century. 
».  1/ .f~-  i  •*>■>  Iv  i\';tdy  lo  s,icrJTiLV 'i^if 
■  ■■>.  ..-w  k!!;vc,,>^:ij  invbeiiieuiv  tolhotall 
s    >•»  ■!>:.-         0»^  -icffi*  -5<j>c.t  father  ayca 
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€arth,  for  one  is  jonr  Futher  in  heaven  "  (Uatt.  zziii.  9). 
Onr  Lord  has  taught  iu  this  not  by  words  only,  but  bj  Hia 
owD  example  and  by  that  of  His  Saints. 

July  IS^ST.  CAMILLU8  OF  LELLIS. 

^i^BB  early  years  of  CamJlIus  gave  no  sign  of  sanctity. 
^S/  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  toolt  service  with  hia 
Xntfaer,  an  Italian  noble,  against  the  Turks,  and  after  four 
jean'  hard  campaigning  found  himself,  through  his  vio- 
lent temper,  reckless  habits,  and  inveterate  psssion  for 
gunbling,  a  discharged  soldier,  and  in  such  straitened  cir- 
diinatances  that  he  was  obliged  to  work  as  a  laborer  on  a 
Otpochin  convent  which  was  then  building,  A  few  words 
froin  aCapuchin  friar  brought  about  bis  conversion,  and 
be  resolved  to  become  a  religious.  Thrice  he  entered  the 
O^Xtehin  novitiate,  but  each  time  an  obsliuate  wound  in 
liiB  leg  forced  him  to  leave.  He  repaired  to  Rome  for 
fn4MHi'*1  treatment,  and  there  took  St,  Philip  as  his  con- 
fiiwni.  and  entered  the  hospital  of  St.  Utacoino,  of  which 
he  became  in  tinie  the  siiperinlctidi^nl.  The  carelessness 
of  the  paid  chaplains  and  nurses  towards  the  suffering 
patienls  now  inspired  him  with  the  thought  of  founding  a 
OODgr^Cation  to  minister  to  their  wants.  With  this  end  he 
was  ordained  priest,  and  in  11)66  hia  community  of  the 
SeiTAQta  of  the  Sick  was  confirmed  by  the  Pope.  Its  nse- 
fnlness  was  soon  felt,  not  only  in  hospitals,  but  in  private 
houses.  Summoned  at  every  hour  of  the  day  and  night, 
the  devotion  of  Camillns  never  grew  cold.  With  a  woman's 
tenderness  he  attended  to  the  needs  of  his  patients.  He 
wept  wiih  them,  consoled  them,  and  prayed  with  them. 
He  knew  miraculously  the  state  of  their  souls ;  and  St. 
Philip  saw  angels  whispering  to  two  Servants  of  the  Sick 
who  were  consoling  a  dying  person.  One  day  a  sick  man 
said  to  the  Saint,  "  Father,  may  I  beg  you  to  TnaY«  u'^  tq.-^ 
bed  t  it  is  veiy  bard. "    Camillua  replied,  '■'■  Q<A  bR^'«« 
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yvn.  btt<UMr  I  Yoa  bef  use !  Don't  jon  know  vet  tM  joi 
uw  to  roBiMnd  mi*,  fur  I  am  joar  •errant  and  ■!■(•,* 
"  Would  to  Ood,"  he  wuutd  cry,  "that  in  Che  boat  at  mj 


dcMh  .'111'  si^ii  IT  "110  Mi-ssi!:;;  of  llicso  poor  creatures  rnigt' 
f.tll  ii|»ii  iiu'!'"  His  (.fiiviT  «ru<  lii'«r(I.  Hir  was  RTaiUfJ 
the  sjinio  iMti^.-kitiims  in  liis  lasl  hoiirwliieh  tie  had  soofKB 
|in>.'imvi  for  ,.tli>-rs.  In  (lio  year  1814  he  died  with  tht 
full  iiM'  I'f  Ills  f;ii'uliii's,  iifnT  Iiv.'Wd'ks'  saintly  prepara- 
iioii,  ;is  ih-'  I'n.'si  wii-i  rfciliiii:  tlio  words  of  the  ritial- 
•■  May  .li'siLf  Chrtsl   iipi>.':ir  tr»  Hiw  willi    a   mild  and  joj-foj' 


RcHcction  -Si  f:iiiiilliis  v.'ii.'mted  die  siuk  as  liviiu; 
imap's  of  Clinsi,  iiii.l  Uv  iiiiiiist.'riiis;  i,i  iheiii  in  Iliisspini 
iii.l  [>,>ii:iiuv  fnr  111.'  ^^iii-s  i.f  Ins  youth.  !e<l  a  \ih-  pitvi.'n.' ic 
nn'rii,  anil  fiMin  ii  vinli'in  and  quarrelsome  soldier  became 
»genlle  ami  lender  .Niim. 
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July  19.— ST.  VINCENT  OF  PAUL. 

I^T.  Vincent  was  born  4.D.  IBTO.  In  .iflcr-yeam,  when 
^^  adviaer  of  the  queen  and  oracle  of  llio  (Church  in  - 
FrftDce.  he  lore^l  to  recount  bow,  in  hiH  yoiilli.  lie  liod 
guanled  his  fatlier'a  pi^.  Stion  nftcr  his  ordination  he 
was  captured  b;  corxiiira,  and  carrin)  into  Barbarj'.  lie 
converted  his  renegade  master,  aud  cftca]>tMl  with  him  to 
France.  Appointed  chaplain-general  of  the  fralleys  of 
France,  his  tender  charity  brought  hope  into  thoso  priftons 
where  hitherto  despair  had  reiKiie<l.  A  mother  tminmed 
her  imprisone<l  son.  Vincent  pnt  on  his  chains  and  took 
hi*  plncc  at  the  oar,  and  gave  him  to  hiH  mother.  His 
cbftrity  embraced  the  p(X}r,  young  and  old,  {irovinccfl  deso- 
lated by  civil  war,  Christians  cnslavnl  by  Mie  infidel.    The 


poor  man,  ignorant  and  degraded,  wasio  him  the  imag«  of 
Him  Who  became  as  "  a  leper  and  no  man."  "  Taca  Um 
tnedal,"  he  said,  "and  ;on  then  will  see  Icbok  Qv^OX-'" 
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He  ncmt  through  the  strecls  of  Paris  at  night,  MeUngtlw 
children  who  were  left  there  to  die-  Ouce  robbers  nabod 
ii[K>ii  him,  thiukJDg  he  cnrried  a  treasure,  but  wlm  be 
(qtaued  his  cloak,  they  recognized  him  and  his  burden,  ind 
fall  at  hia  feet  Not  only  was  St.  Vincent  the  savionroT  the 
poor,  but  also  of  the  rich,  for  ho  taught  theui  to  do  mriu 
of  mercy.  When  the  work  for  the  foundlings  w«  in 
danger  of  falling  from  want  of  funds,  he  aasembM  Oit 
ladies  of  the  Association  of  Charily.  He  bade  his  nott 
fervent  daughtei's  be  present  to  give  the  spur  to  the  otlun. 
Then  he  said,  "Compassion  and  charity  have  nutdft  yon 
adopt  these  little  creatures  as  your  children.  Yon  bire 
been  their  mothers  according  to  grace,  when  theiz  om 
mothers  abandoned  them.  Cease  to  be  their  motfaera,  tiist 
you  may  Ixn^orae  their  judges  ;  their  life  and  death  aw  i(i 
your  hands.  I  shall  now  take  your  votes:  it  is  timt  to 
pronounce  sentence."  The  tears  of  the  assembly  werfi  bis 
only  answer,  uud  the  work  waa  continued.  The  Societyof 
St.  Vincent,  the  Priests  of  the  Mission,  and  25,000  SisW* 
of  Charity  still  comfort  the  afBicted  with  the  charily  of  S^- 
Vincent  of  Paul.     He  died  A.D.  1660. 

Heflection.— Host  people  who  profess  piety  ask  adriMof 
directors  about  their  prayers  and  spirituBl  exereises.  Fc" 
inquire  whether  they  aro  not  in  danger  of  dfiriiuatiun  1^^ 
neglect  of  works  of  charily. 

July  20-ST.  MARQARET,  Virgin  and  Martyr. 

■ttTiordint.  lo  the  undent  Marty rologies,  Si.  Margs"' 
fJ^^  suffered  at  Antloch  in  Pisidia,  in  (he  liisi  genenJ 
persecution.  She  is  auid  to  have  been  instnicied  in  iW 
Faith  by  a  Chrisliau  nurse,  to  have  been  proseeuteil  by  hff 
own  father,  a  pagan  priest,  and.  after  many  torments,  to 
have  gloriously  finished  her  martyrdom  by  the  swecA 
From  the  East,  her  veneration  was  esceedingly  propaga'*^ 
in  England,  France,  and  Germany,  in  the  eleventh  century, 
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during  the  bolj  ware.  Her  body  b  now  kept  at  Ifonte- 
Fiascone  in  Tuscany. 

ST.  JEROME  EMILIANt. 

j^T.  Jerome  Emiuasi  was  a  mtmticr  ut  one  o(  the  pa(ri- 
^-J  cian  families  of  Venice,  and,  like  many  olhcr  Haiiita, 
in  early  life  a  soldier.  He  wan  appfiinlcl  gim;nmr  of  a 
fortreflS  among  the  mountainii  of  Treviso,  and  whilnt  bravely 
defending  his  poet,  was  made  prisoner  by  the  enemy.  In 
the  mi^ry  of  his  dungeon  he  invoked  the  great  Miither  of 
Gt)A.  and  promised,  if  she  would  set  him  free,  to  lead  a 
new  and  a  hetler  life.  Our  Lady  appeared,  broke  his  fet- 
ters, and  led  him  forth  throagh  the  midst  of  his  enemiea. 
At  Treviso  he  hung  up  his  chains  at  her  nliar.  dedicated 
himself  to  her  senice,  and  on  reaching  his  home  at  Venioo 
devoted  himself  to  a  life  of  active  charity,  llis  special  lors 
was  for  the  deserted  orphan  children  whom,  in  the  time! 
of  the  plague  and  famine,  he  found  wandering  in  tba 
Mreeta.     He  took  tbetn  home,  clothed  and  XtA  ttiem,  kd& 
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tAugtit  them  thfl  CbriaCian  truths.  From  Venice  bo  ^utA 
to  Padua  aud  Verona,  and  in  n  few  years  had  founded 
orphanages  through  Northern  Italy.  Some  pious  olericsind 
laymen,  who  bad  been  his  follow- workers,  fixed  tbfir  aboiie 
in  one  of  those  establishments,  and  devoted  themselves  M 
tlif  '■niise  of  ndurJUion.  T!u'  Saint,  lirew  up  for  ibrm  atule 
of  Ufc,  and  thus  was  founded  the  Congregation,  which  Btili 
exists,  of  the  Clerks  Regolar  of  Somasoha.  8t  Jerome 
died  February  8, 1S3T,  of  an  illneea  whioh  be  had  oangbt  in 
visiting  the  sick. 

Reflection.— Let  us  learn  from  St  Jerome  to  ejMtwr- 
solves  in  behalf  of  the  many  hundred  children  whom  Ho^ 
are  perishing  around  us  for  want  of  some  one  to  show  U>SB 
tli(^  «;iy  (o  heaven. 

July  21,— ST.  VICTOR,  Martyr. 

^^ll^;  KmpiTor  Maiiminn,  i-ceking  with  the  blood  of  the 
^^  Tlifl>ii';iiL  Ifgiiiii  find  many  other  martyrs,  arrived  at 
Miirscill.-.s,  wht^re  tlie  Cburcb  then  flouriobed.  The  tftiot 
breathed  hero  nothing  but  slaugliter  and  fury,  and  ti* 
coming  fllleil  the  Christians  with  fear  and  alarm.  In  tbia 
general  conslorualioii,  Victor,  a  Christian  officer  in  '"* 
troojis,  went  about  in  tlic  nigbt-time  from  house  to  ho^^t 
visiting  tbc  faithful  and  inspiring  them  with  conlempt "'  * 
tcini«>riil  (lealh  am!  tlie  love  of  eternal  life.  He  wns  s"^' 
prised  in  this,  and  bronglit  Iwfore  the  prefects  Asteriua  and 
Eutyebiiis,  ivlio  exhorted  him  not  to  lose  the  fruit  of  all  '"* 
serviueB  and  tlie  favor  of  his  prince  for  the  worship  of  * 
dead  man,  as  they  called  Jesus  Clirist.  He  answered  Ills' 
he  rcnomieed  those  recompenses  if  lie  could  not  enjoy  tb*"' 
without  being  unfailbful  to  Jesus  Clirist,  the  eternal  Son 
of  God,  Who  vouchsafed  to  become  man  for  our  salvatio'*' 
but  Who  raised  Himself  from  the  dead,  and  reigns  wi'l' 
the  Father,  being  God  equally  with  Him.  The  whole  court 
heard  him  with  shouts  of  rage.     Victor  was  bound  hand 
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and  foot  and  dragged  through  the  streets  of  the  city,  ei- 
poeed  to  the  blows  and  insults  of  the  populace.  He  waa 
brought  back  bruixcd  and  bloody  to  the  tribuunl  of  the  pre- 
fects, who,  thinkiDj{  his  resolution  must  linvo  been  weak* 
ened  by  his  sufferings,  pressed  him  agnin  to  adore  their 
gods.  But  the  martyr,  HHed  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  ex- 
pressed bis  res|)ect  for  the  emperor  niid  his  totilempt  for 
their  gods.  He  was  then  hoisted  i»ii  tho  rack  uiid  lorlured 
a  long  time,  until,  the  tormentors  lieing  at  laf>t  weary,  tbe 


prefect  ordered  liiin  to  be  taken  dowu  and  ibrown  into  a 
dark  dungeon.  At  midnight,  God  visited  liim  by  Hia 
angels ;  the  pri^n  was  filled  with  a  light  brighter  than 
that  of  the  sun,  and  tho  martyr  sung  with  the  angels  the 
praises  of  God.  Three  soldiers  who  giiunled  the  prison, 
seeing  this  light,  cast  themselves  at  the  martyr's  feet,  asked 
bis  pardon,  and  desired  Baptism.  Victor  instructed  them 
as  well  as  time  would  permit,  sent  for  priests  the  same 
night,  and,  going  with  them  to  the  seaside,  b&d  tt^'Oi^w;^ 
tized,  and  retumed  viilh  (hem  again  to  his  yi\»iv.    "^^ 


neit  moniiiig  Maiiminn  was  informed  of  the  conversion  of 
the  guards,  and  in  a  transport  of  rage  sent  officere  lo  bring 
them  all  (our  before  lum.  Tte  three  soldiers  persevewd  m 
the  confession  of  Jedus  Chriat,  and  by  the  emperors  onieis  i 
were  forthwith  beheaded.  Victor,  after  hnring  bt^n  ei- 
posed  to  the  insults  of  the  whole  city  aud  been  beattru  wiili 
olulte  and  scourged  with  leather  thongs,  was  carried  back  (o 
prison,  where  he  .ontiuued  three  days,  recommeDding  in 
Ood  his  niartyrdom  with  many  tears.  After  that  term  i 
the  emperor  called  him  again  before  his  tribunal,  and  Mim- 
mniided  the  martjT  to  offer  incense  to  a  statue  of  Jupiler. 
Violor  went  up  to  the  jirofane  altar,  and  by  a  kick  of  lii> 
f.,iil  ihri'K  il  diiwM.  The  emperor  ordi-ri-.l  tiie  fiwt  lo  1« 
forthwith  ■.■h.ipiMsl  oil.  which  the  Saint  sutTered  with  grt*i 
jiiy.  <itriTirif,'  ti>  (lod  ihorie  first-fruits  of  his  body.  A  te« 
ml>llll'ut^^  itfli'f,  llic  eniiKTor  condemned  him  to  be  put 
miller  tli>'  ,i;rir»lsioiic  of  a  hand-mill  and  crushed  lo  death. 
Tlin  cxi'ciili'iniTs  tnnii'il  the  wheel,  and  when  part  of  iiis 
biiiiy  n;is  liriiist-il  iiiiil  crushed  the  mill  broke  down.  Tli* 
Saint  still  lirciitlicd  a  litllc.  but  lii.s  head  was  immedialelv 
ordered  to  iiu  iiit  <!ff.  liis  ;iiid  the  other  three  bodies  werf 
thrown  iriii)  the  son,  liiit.  Iicing  cast  jisliore.  were  buried  lij 
the  Chri.<ti:uis  in  ;i  firntlo  hewn  out  of  a  rix:k. 


July  22. -ST.  MARY  MAGDALEN. 

^V  the  earlier  life  ..f  M;iry  M;it.'rliden  we  know  only  that 
^^  she  iv;is  "a  woman  who  wa.s  a  sinner."  Fmm  the 
dr'ptli  of  lier  de^TiKUilion  she  raised  her  eyes  [,.  .Testis  nitb 
s.irro«',  hopi.,  and  love.  All  cn-er<-d  with  shame,  slie  c.mie 
in  where  Jrsiis  was  at  meat,  and  knell  l«?]iind  Him.  .She 
said  not  a  word,  liiif  bathed  His  feet  with  her  tears,  wiptii 
thein  with  I  he  hair  of  her  head,  kis-sed  them  in  humility. 
ami  iit  their  toneh  lier  sins  an<l  her  slain  wen'  ^one.  Tbeii 
she  poured  oi\  Uivm  1.U0  costly  unguent  iirejiari-d  for  far 
other  uses  -,  ami  Uia  onsh  fiWroei  \\\fe  ^Oi«i  ^■^a,'^  Uit  re- 
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proacb,  spoke  her  abeolntlon,  and  bade  her  go  in  peace. 
Thenceforward  she  ministered  to  Jeeus.  sat  at  His  feet,  and 
heard  His  words.  She  was  one  of  the  family  "  whom  Jeena 
BO  loved"  that  He  raised  her  brother  Lazaras  from  the 
dmtd.  Once  again,  on  the  eve  of  His  Passion,  she  brongbt 
the  precions  ointment,  and,  now  pnrifled  and  beloved, 
ponred  it  on  His  head,  and  the  whole  bouse  of  God  is  still 
filled  with  the  fragrance  of  her  anointing.  She  stood  with 
Oar  Lady  and  St.  John  at  the  foot  of  the  cross,  the  repre- 


sentative  of  the  many  who  have  hnd  much  forgiven.  To 
bor  flrat,  after  His  blessed  Mother,  and  through  her  to  His 
apoetles,  Our  Lord  gave  the  certainty  of  His  resurrection  ; 
and  to  her  first  He  made  Himself  known,  calling  her  by  her 
name,  because  she  was  His.  Wlien  the  faithful  were  scat- 
tere<l  by  persecution  the  family  of  Bethany  found  refuge  in 
Provence.  The  cave  in  which  St.  Mary  lived  for  thirty 
years  is  still  seen,  and  the  chapel  on  the  mountain-top,  in 
which  she  was  caught  np  daily,  like  St.  Paa\,  V>  '^'^^vn)& 
and  reveJatioas  of  Uie  Lord. "    Wlien  hei  end  ds«ni  uw£ 


bome  to  a  epot  still  mnrk^  b j  a  "  sacred  piUu," 
where  the  hoi;  Bishop  Haximin  Await«d  her ;  and  when  sU 
htui  received  her  Lord,  ebe  peacefnlly  fell  asleep  io  death. 
Reflection. — "  Compunction  of  heart,"  saya  St.  Bernard, 
"k  A  IrMUiurc  infiuitdj-  to  be  desired,  aud  iiu  uiispealabli 
f^dncsa  to  the  heart.  It  is  healing  to  the  soul ;  it  is  re- 
mission of  sins  ;  it  briogs  back  again  the  Holy  Spirit  inte 
the  humble  and  loving  heart." 

July  33.— ST.  APOLLINARI8,  Bishop  and  Martyr. 
T.  APOU.INARIS  was  th«  first  Bishop  of  Ravenna  ;  be  sal 


B 


twenty  yean,  and  was  crowned  with  martyrdoin  in 
tiie  reign  of  Vespaaiim.     He  was  a  disciple  of  St.  Peter, 


and  m:idu  by  liini  Bisliup  of  Ravenna.  St.  Peter  Chrysolo- 
gus,  the  most  illustrious  among  his  successors,  has  left  us  a 
sermon  in  honor  of  our  Saint,  in  which  he  often  styles  him 
a  mni'tyr  ;  but  adds,  Ihat  (hough  he  frequently  soGFerod  for 
the  Faith,  and  ardently  desired  to  lay  down  bis  life  for 
Christ,  yet  God  preserved  him  a  long  time  to  His  Ohuroh, 
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uid  did  not  allow  the  penecubirs  to  take  awaj  hia  life. 
Bo  he  seems  to  hare  been  a  mBrtyr  onlj  bj  the  torments  he 
eudured  for  Christ,  which  he  survived  at  least  some  days. 
His  body  lay  flrat  at  Claasis,  four  miles  from  Kavcnna,  still  a 
kind  of  subnrb  to  that  city,  and  its  seaport  till  it  was 
choked  up  by  the  sands.  Id  the  year  640  his  relics  wera 
remoTed  into  a  more  secret  vault  in  the  same  church.  8t. 
Fortunatus  exhorted  his  friends  to  make  pJIgrimaKea  to  the 
tomb,  and  St,  Gregory  the  Great  ordered  panics  in  doubt- 
ful suits  at  law  to  be  sworn  before  it.  Pope  Uonorius  built 
a  church  under  the  name  of  Apollinaris  In  Rome,  about  tlie 
jear  630.  It  occurs  in  ali  martyrol(4cies.  and  the  )iif;h  ven- 
eration which  the  Church  paid  early  to  his  memory  is  a 
flufflcient  testimony  of  his  eminent  sanctity  and  apostolic 
Bpirit. 

Reflection. — The  virtue  of  the  8aint«  was  true  and  heroic, 
because  hnmble  and  proof  against  all  trials.  Peracvere  in 
yoor  good  resolutions :  it  is  not  enough  to  begin  well ;  you 
most  so  continue  to  the  end. 

July  24^ST.  CHRISTINA,  Virgin  and  Martyr. 
Ci'T-  Chbibtina  was  the  daughter  of  g  rich  find  jmwt.Tful 
t'—'  msgistrate  named  L'rbaln.  Her  fiiiliiT,  who  was 
deep  in  the  practices  of  heathenum,  had  a  nuniU-r  of 
golden  idols,  which  our  Saint  destroyed,  and  difttributttl  the 
pieces  amonfc  the  poor.  Infuriate<l  by  tliix  aet,  Urliain 
became  the  persecutor  of  his  daughter ;  he  hail  her  whipped 
irlth  rodH  and  then  thrown  into  a  dungeon.  Christina  re- 
mained unshaken  in  her  faith.  Her  tnrmfiiUir  then  had 
her  Ijinly  torn  by  iron  hookn.  and  fastent-d  hut  to  a  rack 
beneath  which  a  Gre  was  kindled.  But  God  watched  over 
His  servant  and  turned  tlie  flames  upon  the  lookers-on. 
Christina  was  next  seized,  a  heavy  stone  tied  about  her 
neck,  and  she  was  thrown  into  the  lake  of  KuIkqei,  buV  %^% 
ms  saved  bj  aa  tmgei,  and  outlived  faer  t«t\Mit,  m^ui  di«&. 


\ 

tt$  UTTl^  rtCTQVUL  [TLT  A. 

of  Kpite.  I^tvr,  tbb  Duitrr  vnffvTvd  tb^  mon  iBhnTmn 
tiiriuvntii  under  Ihe  jodgc  itti-t  ?ai-i.'?»^i«l  h*T  fntiw-T.  and 
ftnnTly  W(u>  ihros-ti  into  a  bnniiog  taraare.  wh«^  she  »- 


iiiihiiil,  r.ii-  ihi>  .l;i>s.  Hv  ihf  power  of  l-lii-i^i  >Ia' 
!■  th.'  siT|">iirs  .■itimnj:  wliicli  slif  Hiis  ilim«'n;  rhi'n 
iiv  Mils  nil  i>iil,  iiiu)  iifl.TwjinU,  l».iii^  i^ierwdwii'i 
<U<-  K-!iiiii'il  111''  nmrlyr's  cmwii  at  Tyni.  n  dly  whh-ii 

s1i»«l  oil  :iii  isUiml  in  tln>  Inke  of  Bolseiia  in  Italr. 
|oii^  shu'i'  swHlli'wcii  up  by  tlie  waters.     Her  rein's 


<*JJ-     .■..rii[.;>iii..iis   of    our   lilesstnl    1 
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July  15.     ST.  JAMES,  Apostle. 

chosen  as  Ihe  familial 
iMnl.  aii.l  of  tlii'jt 
itli  Pfter  anil  John,  '"■' 
iii.'.l  10  III.-  h.mse  of  .lainis  when  ilie  .],-.i,i  maiden  tu 
.1  t..hf.-,  Th.'v  .■iloiiewen-Ii.ki-ii  up  to  lli,^  hj-h  m.'UD- 
;ip;irt,  aiu!  sa"  llii'  faci' of  Jesus  shiiiiiii;  a.*  the^uo. 
His  jrarnieiils  wWilc.  as  suow  ;  and  these  tbree  aioM 
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witnessed  the  fearful  Bgony  Id  Gettasemane.  What  was  It 
that  von  James  a  place  Among  the  favorite  three  t  Faith, 
burning,  impetaoug,  and  ontspoken,  but  which  needed 
purifying  before  the  "Son  of  Thnndor"  eould  proclaim 
the  gospel  of  peace.  It  was  James  who  demanded  Are 
from  heaven  to  consame  the  inhospitable  Samaritans,  niul 
who  sought  the  place  of  honor  by  Christ  in  Hin  king<loin. 
Tet  Our  Lord,  in  rebuking  hb  presuniplion,  propliesieil  liis 
faithfulness  to  death.  Wlien  St.  James  was  brought  Im- 
fore  King  Herod  Agrippa,  his  fcarloss  coiifuMiiiin  of  Ji-siis 
cmcified  so  moved  the  public  prosecutor  that  ho  <l(«lnre<l 
himself  a  Christian  on  the  si>ot.  Avcui(c<l  iiii<)  (iirciiHnr 
were  huiTie<l  cIT  together  to  oxeciition,  unit  on  thu  mnii 
th«  latter  beggoi  |>aril<in  of  tlio  ^iaint.  Tlio  npoHtlu  h.id 
long  since  fiirgiven  him,  but  hesitatfl  for  a  moment 
whetber  publicly  to  accept  as  a   brother  one   still   nn- 


baptized.  God  quickly  recalled  to  blm  the  Church's  faith, 
that  the  blood  o(  martyrdom  supplies  for  every  sacrament, 
and,  falling  oo  his  companion's  neck,  he  embraced  him, 


RaflKUoN.— Ws  maa  all  i 
ot  nar  ¥Mbtr  ;   but  no  wb  drink  the  dialin  vhitii  B* 
iMrtcU  oat  ta  oMh  I    ftwHwuB.  we  Boat  aay  with  St.  Jion 
— "  Ta  can  "—but  oalf  in  tlu  otnngih  af  HiMnnb 
dnink  it  flrat  for  at. 


July  le— ST.  ANME. 

AXHK   'xxn   the  iipniiBe  of    ^r.    Joachim,   and  ni 


Hull'    Mill \    «iTO   rliililt.w.  ;,ii.l    lliU   «j>   hM   X<S 

\\-A~   i ^-..I   "..man,  M;in  «hs  lH>rii,  llie   friMi    r»!f:-r  .■:' 

Ktri.T   Mum  ..r   iKituiv,  iiiKl  lli<-  .-hil.!  iiuw  of  G-kI  ih.i3  of 
rnnii.     Willi  i\»'V\n\\-.^l  NV.ws  \\w  a^:A  K-vm*  Us^sia  a  b*' 
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life  :  sbe  Wktctaed  bar  every  mo\tiaunt  with  rnv«rent  ten* 
deroess,  and  felt  heraetf  hourly  Niiictiflod  by  thn  prrflcnm 
of  ber  immAGulBte  child.  But  she  had  vowed  ber  dniiKlitw 
to  God,  to  Ood  tlmry  bad  consecrated  henclf  itgiiin,  and 
to  Hira  Anne  gave  her  back.  Mary  was  throe  yenni  oM 
when  Anne  and  Joactaim  led  her  up  Ibo  Tcmp)<>  ttloiw,  rvw 
her  pass  by  herself  into  the  inner  mncruary,  and  th<>n  mw 
her  no  more.  Thus  was  Anno  left  childlcu  in  her  lonn  ohl 
age,  iind  deprived  of  her  pnrest  earthly  joy  jiml  wlirn  iib« 
needed  it  most  She  humbly  adored  thn  Divine  Will,  and 
began  again  to  watch  and  pray,  till  (lod  calln)  ln^r  to  nn- 
ending  rest  with  the  Father  and  the  Sponite  of  Mary  In  fho 
home  uC  Mar)''s  Child. 

Refiection.— St.  Ainio  is  glorioiiH  ammiK  Hie  ShIiiIh.  not 
only  an  the  moilierof  Mnry,  hut  Ihkwum!  hIio  gavr  Mary  to 
God.  Learn  from  her  to  roveri'iiui'  a  diviu«  viHinlimi  aa 
the  highest  privilege,  anil  to  aauriflre  every  natural  tl<>, 
however  holy,  at  the  cull  of  (iixl. 


July  37.-8T.  PANTALEON,  Martyr. 

BT.  Fahtaleoh  wna  [ihyftieian  to  Ihii  Kniiwror  llalO' 
riuB  Unximiauua,  and  a  Chrlntian.  hut,  (Ii-i-cIv<m1 
by  often  hearing  the  falito  maxima  of  the  world  n|i|>liiudi>(l, 
was  unhappily  seduced  into  an  niHMtiiiiy,  Hut  n  »>nl(niH 
Christian  called  Hermolaus  awakeuiNl  hin  cutiiu:! ■'»(»)  to  a 
sense  of  his  guilt,  anil  brought  him  again  Into  ihii  Tulil  of 
the  Cbiin-h.  Tlic  penileul  ardently  aJMliHl  to  expiate  hia 
erinie  by  imirlyrdum  ;  .-mil  lo  prepuri!  himNi-lf  for  ilie  i^iti- 
flict,  when  Diocletian's  bl<HM)y  iwrweuiion  hroko  out  ni 
Nieoniedia,  in  S03,  he  digtributol  all  his  jiiisiti'NMonM  nmouK 
the  {Kior.  Not  long  ufier  tliiit  aelinn  he  wan  taken  up,  and 
in  hie  house  were  al«o  appreliendH)  llerui'ilauH,  If'.nuip- 
pus,  and  Ilcrmocmtes.  After  suffering  ninny  t(itinvA\\'K, 
they  were  all  condemned  to  loM  timr  bew\».    %l.  VuvXat 


t.iTTMt  riirmniAi.  [*n.T 
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liHiii  milTumd  Ihn  Amy  nflor  Ilin  rest.     flU  mlics  «««  tTw»> 
IiiIimI  In  lliiii<iliiiilliii<|il[f,  mill  tbtiro  Icnpt  nilb  gnal  (u.-oor; 


\*r*-*  vS  i.-;   CCLSCS.    Wwti 
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whom  he  carried  w:ib  bin  ry,  Mmiir  Him  in  hk  envuht. 
These  martjn  vsAend  v^>r.  a/'«>r  .'Vi'''>  h»1  raioMl  ^tM 
first  f«riecaiiijD.  Tbsi?  vA^k  ■»•?*  '•■i/ri'rt  f^jnntMly  ;n  % 
gftMen  widKiOl  tL«  irl-j.  vbtr^  fivy  T*rj  4i>«M-,v'r<wl  and 
lakea  up  tij  ^  As;''*^j»*.  ;r.  J*;,  fi^  riiA  r/-.mi>  (^f  3t. 
Kazariiu,  ft  ■^'jL.'A  ':^  ?»..'.'•  ^t^r,^  #**  fivinrf  m  frMh 
«D<1  led  u  if  »  i.afl  '**'.  'y\-  -tiar  'lay  Th^  fjirhful 
et&ia«d  Lu^<iKnhjtf.«  i  d  h-.r.;,.  -;•-,(>>.  *«.',  ajw,  f^nti**!  « 
certain iiu:e *;:<!  iw*  x-i"'"''-  '■'  '-"^n  ^t  Amhr.-**  ■""« 

Tej*"!  it«  Wl^acrf  :hni»'.  mar-;-!  ,!irrt -Jwi  iwv*  ^huMh 
rf  li^t  »^>njw.  Tr.i.;ii  -.!»  .-..».;  .-.••r  v.,  ^  ,\  T'^nan  'w 
Ctlii^rwi '.(  vi  *T,;  iry.--  , ;  ■.-,•'■•  ■-.■•■•ht...,.     ar  Am '>r)«H 


'.  ;|;;«ui  r^-fw.r    w  i  in."' 


ft±  £*  •J:fS.tirA. 


Ilii'ir  lir.iiliiT  J.-<  ill.  iiiM  (li.'v  s.'ii.i  [n  Ji'siis.  "[^.r.!.  !"' 
wliotii  Th.,!!  li,v.-,i  i-  ^j,.k-"  Aii.l  iti  His  «nii  liiiiv  IM-  L"r.| 
.;;iiii.^  ;,i..i   lli.'VK"  "lil    !■>  "'■-i'l    Him:    ami    thm    f..!l-wi 

tlMl  S.V ,f  ,iii„ii,t:,1.1,-  Iri.iIiTiiovs  aii.l  of  suLHiuii)  ur 

mirr«i-sr.i  :  il...  silmf  wail  in- of  Mi.ry  :  Manila  ^ir....;;:^ 
rnilli,  1.111  ri>iili/,iiit'  s'l  viviilly,  ivilli  Ikt  pracii^vl  him  ■■' 
niin.l.  rho  furl  ..f  .i.Mili.  ntui  li<>,sita(iiig  :  ■■  <-:ui-t  TIn- 
MiiiWTIiJ-  «oi„i..rs  ill  lli-'t-riivof"  Ami  tli.-^ii  .>ia-L>  :i:.M.:.. 
Oil    tliu   i^vi'   ->!   \V\A  V^vssvvm.  >«..   M-i>   Jesus   .it     B.:ili«;r 


JVLT  80.]  ISTMM  OP  THB  tAISTa. 

Martha,  true  to  her  character,  is  serriDg ;  Mary,  as  al 
first,  poars  the  precious  ointment,  in  adoration  and  loTe, 
on  His  divine  head.  And  then  we  find  the  tomb  of  Si. 
Man  ha.  at  Tarascon,  in  Provence.  When  the  storm  of 
persecQtion  came,  the  family  of  Bethany,  with  a  few  com- 
panions, were  pat  into  a  boat,  without  oars  or  sail,  and 
borne  to  the  ooa.«t  of  France.  St.  Mary's  iomb  is  at  St. 
Baume :  St.  Lazarus  is  venerated  as  the  founder  of  the 
Church  of  Marseilles  ;  and  the  memory  of  the  virtues  and 
labors  of  St.  Martha  is  still  fragrant  at  Avignon  and 
TarasGon. 

Reflection. — When  lilartha  received  Jesus  iuto  her  house, 
she  was  naturally  busy  in  preparations  for  such  a  Guest. 
Mary  sat  at  His  feet,  intent  alone  on  listening  to  His 
gracious  words.  Her  sister  thought  that  the  time  required 
other  service  than  this,  and  asked  Our  Lord  to  bid  Mary 
help  in  serving.  Once  again  Jesus  spoke  in  defence  of 
Mary.  '*  Martha,  Martha,*^  He  said,  '*  tbou  art  lovingly 
anxious  about  many  things;  be  not  over-eager;  do  thy 
chosen  work  with  recoUectedness.  Judge  not  Mary.  Hers 
is  the  good  part,  the  one  only  thing  really  necessary.  Thine 
will  be  taken  away,  that  something  better  be  given  thee.** 
The  life  of  action  ceases  when  the  body  is  laid  down  ;  but 
the  life  of  contemplation  endures  and  is  perfected  in 
heaven. 

July  30^87.  QERMANUS,  Bishop. 

IN  his  youth  Germanus  gave  little  sign  of  sanctity. 
He  was  of  noble  birth,  and  at  first  practised  the 
law  at  Rome.  After  a  time  the  emperor  placed  him  high 
in  the  army.  But  his  one  passion  was  the  chase.  He  was 
80  carried  away  as  even  to  retain  in  his  sports  the  super- 
stitions of  the  pagan  huntsmen.  Yet  it  was  revealed  to 
the  Bishop  of  Auxerre  that  Oermanos  woii\d  \)i^\i\&  vok&r 
cesser,  sad  beg&ve  bim  the  tonsure  almost  b^  maAn  lot^^ 


i/mc  III!  iiwiii 
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p-XHiiMi.     At   fliAt  (IfiM  tint  tt^ttifiam   hen^  wm  ^4^ 
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JhI|  3L-ST.  (ONATIUS  OF  LOYOLA. 

^f  T.  liiNsTii"*  w«  Imra  Ht  U'joU  m  ?t|vtin.  iit  \\w  ji-nr 
^^  UVl.  11^  wrvixl  hix  kii>k-  n»  m  iimrDor  nit.l  n  ml 
dier  till  hit  thiriiotb  jmr.  Ai  (hitl  ukx,  U'iiik  Inul  1»«  l>> 
a  wound,  be  nvinvwl  llio  f«ll  i>f  itmiu'  nrmi>  t>i  U-iHi'  Mm 
world.  He  enilwapi'd  ptiviTty  nixl  liiiiMihAll»ii,  lliitt  Im 
miitbt  bvrame  mun*  liko  lul'hriol,  itiul  wi>ti  <ittii<ia  In  J«hi 
him  in  tho  mftviw  nt  UikI.  l'n>tii|>l(Hl  liy  lUyW  t«t»  r.<i' 
JeeuB  Christ,  iKiintiUN  nml  biN  (■t>in|>niil<>ni>  iiiiiili<  ii  vn  Id 
go  to  tlit>  Holy  I.»iiil,  luit  wiir  l>r<>li«  tuil.  nii>l  |>n<vi'ii(iHl  Ilio 

exe<-iiiinii  of  tlif'ir  |<n>j<<<'t.     TIikii  iIk'.v  Iiirti<-<l  ti>  Mik  Vl ' 

of  JcMiifl  ('liriHt.  iitii)  |ilnn'<l  tli<>Tii«'lv««  iiii.lor  lil.i  ..)«  ,|| 
ence.     Tliin    wrw  Mi.'    lM>i;itiiilliK  "f  lln'    H'H'Ii'Iv   I'F   .li  mi«. 

Our  bin]  pnimiiMil  Si.  iKiiiiliii"  lliiil  lli»  |iii'i i'<  li"niiiiiM 

of  Hifl  himioii  HhonM  ru'ViT  fnll  tilx  Hin-My,  n  li.<ii<i>i<i<  i.f 


Umx.  PICTUBtAl. 
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bis  imprisonment,  he  replied,  "  It  U  a  sign  tUaC  joa  haxt 
bat  lilEle  love  of  OliriBt  in  your  heart,  or  yon  vould  doI 
deem  it  so  hnrd  &  fate  to  be  in  chnins  for  His  s&ke.  I 
declare  to  you  th&lall  Salamanca  do<.>s  not  contain  as  m»ii]' 
fetters,  mnnaclcs,  and  chains  as  1  long  to  wear  for  ib« 
lovo  of  Ji^iis  Oinst."  8l.  Ignatius  went  to  his  rnimi  on 
the  81st  Jaty,  15J». 

Reflection. — Ask  8t.  Ignatios  to  obtain  for  yon  the  giSM 
to  desire  ardently  the  greater  glory  of  God,  even  though  it 
may  cost  you  much  snffering  and  humiliation. 


R 


August  1.-ST.  PETER'S  CHAINS. 

ir.r.  A.;Ft[i-i-A,  Kin-  of  tliy  J.-"s.  liiivin 
lioalli  SI.  .himw  llic  <iival  i[>  U,,.-  jvur  H 
i.ijse  of  his  |..-..j,lt.,  , 
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gii'il  lii^ooat  alKiiil  him.  ]>iil  on  liis  Siinaals  aTi<I  hi.sd'>:<l: 
ami  fi>llr,w  liini.  Tlii'  njioslki  did  so.  for  the  chniiis  ii:u 
di'opjii'ii  iilT  from  iiis  huiuls,  Followiiiji  his  giiiilc,  hi 
p.'issetl   after  \\\m  Uivov\^\\  \\«  tva.  n.\\4.  wicQwi.  ■s-Mt^is.  oi 


jotiKT  1.]  um  or  THs  tAivn.  «n 

litcbcs  and  through  the  iron  gate  «hicb  led  into  the  eltf 
Inch  opened  to  them  of  its  own  accord.  The  ang«l  oon- 
ucted  him  through  one  street  (hen  suddenly  disappear- 
ig  left  him  to  Beek  some  asylum  The  npostle  went 
irectly  to  the  house  of  Marv  the  mother  of  John  snr- 
ntutd  Mark  where  several  disciples  were  mtt  together, 
ud  were  sending  np  their  pra}era  to  heaven  for  his  de- 
V  erance     As  he  stood  knocking  without  a  yonng  woman, 


lowing  Pclcrs  Tofce  ran  m  and  inronncd  the  company 
lat  he  HIS  at  the  door  they  concluded  it  iiiusl  !«  hia 
lardnn  iingel  sent  by  God  U|>on  some  oslraordiiiary 
•count  until  beinj^  lei  in  lie  relateil  to  them  the  wliolo 
unni  r  of  his  miraculous  escape  and  haiiug  eiijoiiiod 
leni  t)  giio  notice  thereof  to  M  James  and  the  rest  of 
ic  brpllinn  he  mthdrei*  to  a  place  if  more  retintmeot 
nd  secunti  carrjing  where\er  he  ftint  the  huivenly 
lessing  anil  life. 

Reflection.— This  miracle  affords  a  conflrmaUo^i  t>l  V\v« 
irine  promiae,  "If  two  of  foa  shall  coment  Uft^  «Kt^ 
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conceroiiig  auything  whalsoever  tbey  shnll  ask,  it  slull  bt 
(lone  to  tbem  by  My  Fuilier  Who  is  id  hen  fen." 

Ajguft  3.— ST.  STEPHEN,  Pop*  and  Martyr.  I 

j^T.  Stephen  was  by  birth  a  Rumaa,  and,  being  pro-  ' 
I"-*     moled  lo  holy  orders,  was  made  arctideocon  nnder 
rhe  lioly  Popes  St.  Cornelius  and  St.  Lucius.     The  latwr 
liaYiDg  suffered  martyrdom,  St.   Stt^phen  was  thoseD  lo 
succeed  him,  and  was  elected  Pope  on  the  3d  of  May,  Ml 


by  niistiik.m  7.,-.a  vn-r,'  U-il  iis!r;iy  \v,.iild.  when  il.o  !:«:•'■ 
the  ilisinili-  \w.\  !-\v\'>v\v-A.  f,vU\ilv  .-j>.-ri  ihoir  >>>■•*  !■'  '■■'' 
truth.     TViHibv  to*  ivwWw  v'"^*^^"^'=^ '■^^  w^i<;'^w\ •>( f»^'"' 
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and  b7  bis  toleration  and  forbearance  saved  many  souls. 
The  persecutions  becoming  Tiolent,  he  assembled  the  faith- 
ful together  in  the  underground  tombs  of  the  martyrs,  to 
celebrate  Haas  and  to  exhort  them  to  remain  true  to  Christ 
On  the  Sd  of  August,  3B7,  vhile  seated  in  hia  pontifical 
chair,  he  vas  beheaded  by  the  satellites  of  the  emperor; 
and  the  chair  is  still  shown,  stained  vith  his  blood. 

ST.  ALPHON8U8  LIOUORI. 

CiT.  Alfbonsds  was  bora  of  noble  parents,  near  Knples, 
^*-'  in  1696.  His  spiritual  training  was  intrusted  to 
the  Fathers  of  the  Oratory  in  that  city,  and  from  his  hoy- 
hood  Alphonsus  was  known  us  a  most  deraut  Brother  of  the 
Little  Oratory.  At  the  enrly  nge  of  sixteen  he  was  made 
doctor  in  law,  and  he  threw  himself  into  this  career  with 
ardor  and  success.  A  mistake,  by  which  he  lost  an  im- 
portant  cause,  showed  him  the  vanity  of  human  fnme,  and 
determined  him  to  labor  only  for  the  glory  of  God.  He 
entered  the  priesthood,  derotiu;;  liimself  to  the  most  neg- 
lected souls  ;  and  to  carry  on  this  work  lie  founded  later 
the  inissionarj  Congregation  of  the  Most  Holy  Redeemer. 
At  the  ^e  of  sixty-six  he  became  Biiibop  of  St.  Agaiiia, 
and  undertook  the  reform  of  bis  diocese  with  the  zeal  of  a 
Saint.  He  made  a  tow  never  to  lose  time,  and,  though  his 
life  was  spent  in  prayer  and  work,  he  composed  a  vast 
nnmber  of  tmoks,  filled  with  sucli  science,  nnclion,  and 
wisdom  that  he  has  been  declared  one  of  the  Doctors  of  the 
Chnrch.  St.  Alphonsns  wrote  bis  first  book  at  the  age  of 
forty-nine,  and  in  his  eigbty-ibird  year  had  published 
about  sixty  volumes,  when  his  director  forbade  him  to 
write  more.  Very  many  of  these  books  were  written  in  the 
half-hours  snatched  from  his  labors  as  missionary,  religions 
superior,  and  Bishop,  or  in  the  midst  of  continual  bodilj 
and  mental  sufferings.  With  his  left  hand  \ie  «o\k\&  \»Mli 
a  piec»  ot  oMible  Mffdtmt  his  aching  held  Kb\\e  Un  ti^oX 
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hmod  mote.  Tet  he  coimted  no  time  wasted  vhicli  wu 
■pent  in  charilj.  Hp  did  not  refuse  to  hold  a  long  eortt- 
spondcDoe  with  a  simple  soldier  who  asked  his  adtiM,  «> 
to  play  the  harpsichord  while  be  taught  his  novicve  to  ling 
spiritual  i-antioles.  He  lived  in  evil  limes,  and  met  iriib 
•amny  persecutious  aud  disiqjpoiuiroents.  For  liis  lul 
aovea  years  he  was  preveut«d  by  coiistAnt  sickness  tran 
offering  the  Adorable  Sacrifice ;  but  he  received  Holy  Coni- 
iQuitiou  daily,  and  his  love  for  Jesus  Christ  and  bis  irosl 
in  Mary's  prayers  sustained  him  to  the  end.  He  died  in 
1787,  in  hii  nineiy-flrst  year. 

Reflection.— Let  us  do  with  all  our  bmrt  the  dotf  "f 
each  day,  leaviug  the  result  to  Ood,  as  well  as  the  careo' 
the  future. 

August  3.— THE  FINDING  OF  ST.  STEPHEN'S  REUC3- 
Vs*^  HIS  second  festival  in  honor  of  the  holy  protonwrtyr 
^S'  Si.  Stephen  was  instituted  by  the  Church  on  di» 
occasion  of  the  discovery  of  his  precious  remains.  Hv 
body  lay  long  concenlcd,  under  the  ruins  of  an  old  toatr 
in  a  place  twenty  miles  from  Jerusalem,  called  Capbiig^ 
mala,  where  stood  a  church  which  was  served  by  a  vene^ 
able  priest  named  Lucian.  In  the  year  415,  on  Friday, ''" 
3d  of  December,  about  nine  o'clock  at  night,  Lucisn  **■ 
sleeping  in  Itis  bed  in  the  baptistery,  where  he  connnonly 
lay  in  order  to  guard  the  sacred  vessels  of  the  cliurrfi' 
Being  half  awake,  he  saw  a  tall,  comely  old  man  of  a 
venerable  aspect,  who  approached  him.  and,  calling  b"" 
thrice  by  his  name,  bid  him  go  to  Jerusalem  juid  f" 
Bishop  John  to  come  and  open  the  tombs  in  which  his  rs- 
mains  anu  those  of  certain  other  servants  of  Christ  W' 
that  through  their  means  God  might  open  to  many  i** 
gates  of  His  clemency.  This  vision  was  i-epeated  twiw- 
After  the  second  time,  Lucian  went  to  Jerusalem  and  lu^ 
the  whole  affair  before  Bishop  John,  who  bade  him  go  siul 
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Beard)  fur  ilic  relies,  whk'li,  tlie  Bishop  eoiicliideci,  would 
be  riiuiiJ  luiiliT  A  heap  nf  smiill  stones  whidi  lay  in  h  field 
□enr  liis  church.  In  digging  up  the  enrlh  here,  three 
coffins  or  chesls  were  found.  Lucian  sent  im mediately  to 
acquaint  Bishop  John  with  thia.  He  waa  then  at  tbe 
Council  of  Diogpolis,  and,  talcing  along  with  him  Eutonius, 
Bishop  of  Sebaste,  and  Eleutheriufl,  Bishop  of  Jericho, 
(»ine  to  the  place.  Upon  the  opening  of  St.  Stephen's 
colfln  the  earth  ahook,  and  there  came  out  of  the  coffin 


suuh  .m  agreeable  odor  that  uo  otio  icmeinbercil  to  have 
ever  smt-llird  nnyiliinK  like  it.  Thpre  was  a  vast  miillitnde 
of  i>o"|ile  nssembli!)]  iii  that  place,  among  whom  "cre  many 
penions  afflicted  with  divers  distempers,  of  whom  si-vi'nty- 
three  rrtovcnxl  their  health  upon  the  spot.  They  kissed 
the  holy  relics,  and  then  shut  them  up.  'Hie  Bislmp  eon- 
s('[ii(^ri  to  Ic-LVG  a  small  portion  of  them  at  Caplinrgamala ; 
the  rt-Ht  were  carried  iu  the  cofllti.  wilh  Hinpingof  iisiilms 
and  hymns,  to  the  Church  of  Sinn  at  Jerusalem.  The 
translation  was  performed  on  the  26tb  of  December,  on 
which  day  the  Churcli  hAth  ever  since  honotwi  \.\iB  wtwxwi 


Df  St.  Sicphco,  commeiuomling  tli«  dbcoverr  of  Im  Ti£m 
on  Ihu  8d  u(  August  prob&ttl/  tm  acooiint  of  (b«  dedka^M 
of  some  cbnrcb  in  liis  honor. 

ReflectioD.— St.  Auslin,  speaking  of  tbe  miracles  of  S:. 
Stephcu,  addreues  bimwlf  lo  his  floefc  as  follova :  "  Ut 
tu  BO  dixira  to  obtain  temporal  bleesiDgs  bjr  his  iateraaaoa 
tbat  we  nwf  tueiit.  in  imitAting  him.  Uioae  vhiefa  aa 
eternal,'' 


Aupist  4^8T.  DOMtNIC. 

I^T.  DuHi.sic  wns  bom  ir  SpHiii,  a.d.  IITO.     As  a  •■■- 
^J     th'ur.  lie  scjld  liis  liHiks  to  fi-ed  tlic  poor  in  n  fanrine. 

;,iiii  nil.inl  }lllIi^.■lf  )ii   r;lll^.)m  f<ir  ii  sl;,Vf.      At   tlicngeof 

OMM,-i,  :.ii.i  ^u',-,„ii[.;iiii.>d  his  Ilislio]!  i,i  Fraiiw.     Tbere  his 
iKMJ-r  h:is  Milliiiifli  liroki-n  by  tlio  favii),'.'s  .if  tin-  AlHgen- 
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look  tli.'lli  iiiiikT  Wt  .-IH'i-Uil  i>nni'.  !!,>;,, 
Si.  rii.miiiic  Hs  lie  piviuln.-.!.  Ii  «,imii 
iiiiiiic  kiK'lt  ituhc'lirrU.  ch;.[»-l  ..f  Xuire 
,■.  ;iiid  itii]il<jifd  Ilie  criMt  Mollii-r  ..f  O'li 
,  (liiit  (liir  I jdy  iin>f:iml  U>  liiiii.  |,Mve 
id  b;idt'  liliLi  t'O  foi'tli  ;iii,l  pr.-:i('li.  IW'^di 
I  III.'  coui-ase  i>f  lliu  I'liibohc  tnM]<f.  Ii-J 
lirisl  ovt'riilmliiiing  iiiinibi'cs,  and  linally 
^i^^  iii^iiis  wt'res|«;iil  iu  |irayer;  itiiJ. 

v\vg[»\,  \\iirc*  \w\4ix>;  \nj«uiu^  bnVe  ' 
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.  Hoarged  himMlf  to  blood.  His  words  rescued  coontless 
lonlB,  and  three  times  raised  the  dead  to  life.  At  length, 
on  August  6,  1221,  at  the  age  of  flftj-one,  he  gave  up  his 
Boal  to  God. 


Reflection.—"  God  lias  never,"  said  St.  Dominic,  "  re- 
fused me  wliui  I  have  asknl  ; ''  and  lie  has  loft  us  the 
Bosary,  tli;it  w<;  may  lean),  u'ilh  Mary's  hdp,  to  |>ray  easily 
and  tiiniply  iu  the  siime  holy  trusl. 


Auguit9.-THE  DEDICATION  OF  ST.  MARY  AD  HIVES. 
jp^HERE  are  in  Rome  three  patriarchnl  churches,  in  which 
^— '  the  Pope  offioiates  on  different  festivals.  These  are 
the  finsilics  of  Si.  John  Utersn,  St.  Peter's  on  the  Vatican 
Hill,  and  St.  Mary  Major.  Tliis  last  is  so  called  because  it 
is,  both  in  antiquity  and  dignity,  the  flrtil  church  in  Kome 
among  those  that  are  dedicated  to  God  iu  honor  of  the 
Virgin  Mary.  The  name  of  the  Liberian  Basilic  nas  given 
it  because  It  was  founded  in  the  time  of  Pope  Liberius,  iu 
tL    'ourth  century  ;  it  was  ooDsecrated,  under  Vbfi\i^ot 
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r  the  Virgin  Mary,  by  Siilns  III.,  about  the  fear  «5.    Ii« 

«Iiu]  cnlltil  Si.  Mnry  nd  Nirea,  or  at  Ihe  snow,  from  a  pc^u- 

_  tu  trntlitioa  that  tbe  Mother  of  Ood  chose  this  plom  to  > 

l<<Ani'cli  UDder  her  iuTocatton  by  n  miraoutoua  snov  ^ 

[•fwlt  upou  this  spot  in  summer,  and  by  a  vision  in  whtdiiiil 

^ipeiired  to  a  piitrician  niinied  John,  nfao  muDlfic 

founded  and  endoved  this  church  in  the  poulifictite  (A 

liberios.    The  snine  Basilic  has  sometimes  been  knoim  bj 

the  name  of  St.  Uary  ad  ProJiepe,  from  the  Holy  crib  S 

mitngcr  of  Bethlehem,  in  which  OUrist  was  Liid  at  Hit 

birth.     It  resciublea  an  ordinary  manger,  is  kept  in  i 

of  massive  siWer,  and  in  it  lies  an  image  of  n  little  child, 

al»>  of  silver.     On  Christmas  Day  the  holy  man^r  is  ti 

out  of  the  case,  and  exposed.    It  is  ttept  iu  aBompli 

suWcrriirifims  chapd  in  this  church. 


fervent  penitents  and  devout  souls,  in  invoking  this  ad- 
Focate  (or  ainnera. 


August  6.— THE  TRAN8FIQURATION  OF  OUR  LORD. 

OUR  divine  Redeemer,  being  in  Galilee  about  a  year 
before  His  sacred  Passion,  t4Xik  with  Him  St.  Peter 
and  the  two  sons  of  Zebedee,  Su.  James  and  John,  and  led 
them  to  a  retired  moantain.  Tradition  assures  ns  that  this 
VRS  Ifount  Thabor,  vhich  is  esceedinglj  high  and  beanti- 
fnl,  and  was  anciently  covered  with  green  trees  and  shrubs, 
ADd  was  very  fruitful.  It  rises  something  like  a  sugar-loaf, 
in  a  vast  plain  in  the  middle  of  Galilee.  This  was  the 
place  in  which  the  Han-God  appeared  in  His  glory.  Whilst 
Jesus  prayed.  He  xutfered  that  glory  which  was  always  due 
to  His  sacred  hiiioility,  and  of  which,  for  onr  sake.  Ho  de- 
prived it,  to  diffuse  a  ray  over  His  whole  body.  His  Face 
was  altered  and  shone  its  the  sun.  and  His  garments  became 
white  as  snow.  Moses  and  Elias  were  seen  by  the  three 
apostles  in  His  company  on  thid  occasion,  and  were  heard 
discounting  with  Him  of  the  death  which  He  was  to  suffer 
in  Jerusalem.  The  three  apostles  were  wonderfully  de- 
lighted with  this  glorious  risioD,  and  St.  P«teT  onaii  ooX  V& 


I 
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Oiriat.  "  lArd.  ft  is  pmd  for  us  to  be  here.  Let  tu 
three  tcat« :  iin«  for  Thc«.  one  for  Moees,  and  a 
Kfau."  Whikst  8t.  Pet«r  was  speakiog,  there  c»ai( 
■rfdwt,  a  bri)^  sbiniDg  dood  from  beaven,  »»  cmblBinoC 
Ike  pneence  of  God'a  majesty,  and  from  out  of  this  ckxd 
Wbeani  «  voitw  which  said,  "This  ia  Uy  beloveil  Sod, in 
unborn  I  am  well  plenacd  ;  heor  ye  Him,"  Tbe  apMlla 
Ikai  were  prramt,  ti|Kit]  heKriog  this  Toict\  wete  « 
a  sadden  fear,  aud  fell  upon  the  ground  ;  but  Jeans,  gmig 
to  ibem.  touched  them,  Hod  bHde  tlicni  i 
hnm^iatel.T  did  so.  and  tiaw  no  one  but  Jesus  standlDgii 
his  ontinarr  state.  This  vision  happened  iu  the  oigfet 
As  ihcv  went  down  tlie  mountain  early  the  next  U 
Jeans  bade  lbe«n  Dot  to  tell  any  one  what  th^  bad  M 
He  sliould  be  risen  from  the  dead. 

Reflection  —From  the  coiilemjiistion  of  this  gloriiW 
mystery  we  ought  to  eonoeive  a  true  idea  of  futare  bt^ 
oeas  :  ifthiaouw  [wsaess  our  soula,  we  will  think  nolhingrf 
any  difficulties  or  lalx)rs  we  otii  meet  with  here,  but  raj^ 
with  great  iiidiffert^nce  all  the  goods  and  evila  of  thitlih 
provided  we  can  but  secure  our  portion  iti  the  kiugdonot  \ 
(iod'8  glory. 

August  7.-ST.  CAJETAN. 

aAJETAN  was  born  at  Vicenza,  in  1480.  of  pious  >M 
noble  parents,  who  dedicated  him  to  our  blessed 
Lady.  From  childhood  he  was  known  as  the  Saint,  and  in 
later  years  as  "the  hunter  of  souls."  A  digtiiiguisbed 
fitndeiit,  he  left  liis  native  town  to  seek  obscurity  in  Rome, 
but  was  there  forced  to  accept  office  at  the  court  of  JulJui 
II.  On  the  death  of  that  Poutiff  he  returned  lo  Vicensi, 
and  disgusted  his  relatives  by  joining  the  Confraternity  o' 
8t.  Jerome,  whose  members  were  drawn  from  the  lowest 
classes  ;  white  be  spent  his  fortune  in  building  hospitalBi 
and  devoted  hiroseU  to  nursing  the  plague-stricken.    To 
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renew  the  liv^  of  the  elergy,  he  inatitated  the  ftnt  com- 
munity of  Regular  Clerka,  known  as  Tlieatinea.  They  de- 
voted IheuiBelves  to  preaching,  the  administration  of  the 
sacrameate,  and  the  careful  performance  of  the  Church's 
rites  and  ceremonies.  St.  Cnjetan  whs  the  first  to  intro- 
duce the  Forty  Iloure'  Adoration  of  the  Bk-ssed  Sacrament, 
as  an  aniidote  to  the  heresy  of  Calvin.  He  had  n  moat 
tender  love  for  our  hIesHed  Lady,  and  hifi  piety  was  re- 
warded, for  one  Christmas  eve  she  placed  the  Jnfnnt  Jcsuo 


in  his  arms.  When  the  Gcmiaus,  under  the  Coiistabls 
Bourbon,  sacked  Rome,  St.  Cajetan  was  harbaroQsly 
scourged,  to  extort  from  him  riches  which  he  had  long 
before  securely  stored  in  heaven.  When  St.  Cajetan  was 
on  his  death-bed,  resigned  to  the  will  of  God,  eager  for 
pain  to  satisfy  his  love,  and  for  death  to  attain  to  life,  he 
beheld  the  Mother  of  Qod,  radiant  with  splendor  and  sur- 
rounded by  ministering  seraphim.  In  profound  venera- 
tion, he  said,  "Ijidy,  bless  me  I"  Miiry  replied,  "Cajetan, 
receive  the  blessing  of  my  Son,  and  kDa«t.b&t\  B.m\wt%v» 
a^  nv»rd  for  tbe  ainceiitj  ot  yonr  love,  altdto\MA^cro>^n 


^- 
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Bha  tben  Hhortol  him  to  paiience  in  flgbtiiif 
■n  «TiI  spirit  who  avabied  him.  and  gave  onlen  to  lh< 
^oon  of  sugeis  to  etcori  bi>  sodI  in  triamph  lo  huTOL 
Tbeo.  turning  Iwr  ooanleitanc^  full  of  majest;  ftnd  sffMt- 
nesa  upoD  hiiD,  she  ssid.  "Cajetao,  mj'  Son  cails  thw. 
Let  US  so  in  peace."  Worn  out  with  toil  and  sickoeA  1» 
went  to  bis  t«wud  hi  1547. 

ReOecliao.— IiDitat«  St  CajetaD'sderotion  toonrblesMd 
IjuJv,  by  iavokirg  her  aid  before  erery  work, 

Aueurt  8.— ST.  CYRIACUS  and  hit  Companions, 
Martjn. 

T    CntLACUB  was  a  iio\y  deacoa  at  Rome,  under  ths    < 

F   pes  Marcfllinus  and  Martellus.     In  tlw  persffu- 
r  [li     1  Inn    m  303    he  «i=  cr  wned  ttilh  a  glorioM 


IS 


tnart\rdoin  in  thatcilj  ^uli  hiiu '.uilereil  also  LargnS 
and  Smamgdiis  ind  twenty  others  Their  bodies  were 
first  buried  near  the  place  of  their  execution,  on  ihe  Sala- 
rian  Way,  but  were  soon  after  removed  to  a  farm  of  the 
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devout  Lady  Luvina,  on  the  Oatian  Road,  on  the  «gtatta 
day  of  August. 

Reflection. —To  honor  the  martyis  itnd  duly  celebrate 
their  festivals,  wo  must  leam  their  spirit  and  study  to 
imitate  them  according  to  the  circumatancea  of  oiir  state. 
Vo  must,  like  them,  resist  evit,  must  subdue  our  passions, 
suffer  afflictions  with  patience,  and  bear  with  otliers  with* 
bjt  murmuring  or  complainiug.  The  cross  is  the  ladder 
by  which  we  must  ascend  to  heaven. 

BLESSED   PETER  FAVRE. 

Bnns  AD.  1508,  of  ]>oor  Savoyani  flhrpherds,  Peter,  at 
liis  eariiCNt  request,  was  sent  to  schoul,  and  in 
after-yenrs  to  the  University  of  Paris.  His  enllege  friends 
were  St.  Ignatius  of  Loyola  and  St.  Francis  Xavicr.  Igna- 
tius found  tlie  young  man's  hcnrt  ready  for  tiis  tliouglits  of 
apostolic  zeal ;  Peter  became  his  first  companion,  and  in 
the  year  of  England's  revolt  was  ordained  ihc  first  priest 
of  the  new  Society  of  Jesus.  From  that  day  to  the  close 
of  his  life  he  was  ever  in  the  van  of  the  <7hurch's  strug- 
gles with  falsehood  and  sin.  Boldly  facing  lieresy  in  Ger- 
aaay,  be  labored  not  less  diligently  to  rouse  up  the  dor- 
mant faith  and  charily  of  Catholic  courts  and  Catholic 
lands.  The  odor  of  Blessed  Peter's  virtues  drew  after  him 
into  religion  the  Duke  of  Oandin,  Francis  Borgia,  and  a 
jonng  student  of  Nimeguen.  Peter  Canisius,  both  to  be- 
come Saints  like  their  master.  The  Pope,  Paul  III.,  had 
chosen  Blesse<l  Favre  to  be  his  theologian  at  the  Council  of 
Trent,  and  King  John  III.,  of  Portugal,  wished  to  send  him 
as  patriarch  and  apostle  into  Abyssinia.  Sick  and  worn 
with  labor,  but  obedient  unto  death,  the  father  hastened 
back  to  Rome,  where  his  last  illness  came  upon  him.  He 
died,  in  his  fortieth  year,  as  one  would  wish  to  die,  in  the 
very  arms  of  bis  best  friend  and  ftpintnt^  t&\^i«>T,  %u 
JgUMtiiu. 


4S0  ixmx  piorOKUi.  IacscstI. 

Reflectioo. — As  the  bodj^  sinks  under  faligne  nnlena^ 
ported  by  food,  so  eiUrnol  T7orks,  hoKev«r  holy,  wear  oat 
the  soal  which  is  not  regotarl;  Qonmtaed  by  pr&yeT.  In 
the  most  crowded  day  we  can  make  time  brieflj  and 
secrelly  to  lift  our  soul  to  God  and  draw  new  streusth 
trom  Him. 


August  g.-ST.  R0MANU3,   Martir, 
f^T.  RijMANiJS  was  a  soldier  in  Rome  at  the  time  of  ihe 
^^     martyrdom  of  St.    lAnrence.     Seeing  the  joy  luid 
constancy  with  which  that  holy  martyr  suffered  hia  lor- 


rt>L-.loiii  of  St.  l-miciife.     Tims  tie  arri' 
was  first  \niVM'i\  >">"  ^\'^'  ''«'*»^  \oT\Va\,\p'j.\V-i 


mains  were  tnaslated  (o  Lnoea,  vbere  tbej  An  kept  under 
the  bigh  ftltAT  of  ■  beftntjf  al  church  which  bare  bia  name. 
Reflection.— Te  are  boand  to  glorify  God  by  onr  livee, 
sod  Christ  commands  that  onr  good  works  shine  before 
men.  It  tras  the  nsaal  sajing  of  the  apoetle  St.  Matthiu, 
"  The  faithful  sins  if  bis  neighbor  sins."  Snch  ought  to  be 
the  zeal  of  every  one  to  instmct  and  edify  his  neighbor  by 
wor.1  and  example. 

August  10.— 8T.  LAURENCE,  Martyr. 

Ci"^.  Laurence  itbs  the  chief  among  the  seven  deacons 
^^  of  tlic  Roman  Church.  In  the  year  358  Pope 
Sixtna  was  led  out  to  die,  and  St.  Laurence  stood  bj,  weep- 
ing that  lie  conld  not  share  his  fate.  "  f  was  jour  min- 
ister," he  said,  "  when  you  consecrated  the  blood  of  Onr 
Lord ;  why  do  you  leave  me  behind  now  that  you  are 
about  to  shed  your  own  t "  The  holy  Pope  comforted  him 
with  the  words.  "  Do  not  weep,  my  son  ;  in  three  days  you 
wilt  follow  me."  This  prophecy  came  tnia  The  prefect 
of  the  city  knew  the  rich  offerings  which  the  Clirigtians 
put  into  the  hands  of  the  clergy,  and  he  demanded  the 
treasures  of  the  Roman  Church  from  lAurence,  their 
guardian.  The  Saint  promised,  at  the  end  of  three  days, 
In  allow  him  riches  exceeding  all  the  wealth  of  the  empira, 
and  set  about  collecting  the  poor,  the  inflrm,  and  the 
religious  who  lived  by  the  alms  of  the  faithful.  He  then 
bade  the  prefect  "see  the  treasures  of  the  Church." 
Christ,  whom  lAurence  had  served  in  his  poor,  gave  him 
stri'niith  in  the  conflict  which  ensued.  Roasted  over  a 
slow  fire,  he  made  sport  of  his  pains.  "  lam  done  enough," 
he  said,  "eat,  if  you  will."  At  length  Christ,  the  Father 
of  the  poor,  received  him  into  eternal  habitations.  God 
showed  by  the  glory  which  shone  around  St.  Laurence  (he 
value  He  set  upon  his  love  for  the  poor.  Peahen  \nYi\^^&RX- 
mble  M-on  granted  at  itis  tomb ;  and  be  coatit^a«&  tTCjm^:ftft 
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throD*  in  h«aveD  bia  charity  lo  (base  in  iwcd,  gnntiBi 
Uwm.  u  St.  Aoguetine  aajift,  "the  smaller  gr&irM  «hkb 
tbey  aoogtatt  ukI  leading  them  to  the  di^iv  uf  bctut 

l^lu." 


Reflection.— ')iir  Lonl  iipjioars  before  us  in  the  persons 
of  llii>  ]H>rir,  l.'biiriiy  to  iheni  is  a  gre.il  sign  of  ]>iviirttirii- 
tioii,  ll  is  iilni.ist  impossible,  the  holy  F:ttlii-rs  assiiiv  ui 
for  any  one  vvlio  is  cliaritable  to  Xhr,  |>eMir  f.ir  CiiriMS  sate 
to  pprisli. 

August  11.     STS.  TIBURTIUS  and  SUSANNA,  Martyn. 

■vT-'iUKsm-i-  CHROMATius  wan  vipiir  lo  ilie  prcfifl  of 
rS^  lti>me.  ami  hail  cotKiemiiml  several  martyrs  in  tbe 
reign  i^(  Citrinus  :  mid  in  the  first  years  of  Diocletian,  St 
TraiH|uilliiHis,  beinj:  hroupht  before  Iiiiii,  assiireJ  him  llial, 
having  bciTL  afllien:<l  ivilh  the  gout,  lie  li;«i  recoverwl  i 
perfect  slate  of  health  by  being  baptized.  Ch^»maliiU 
was  Ironbled  with  the  same  distemper,  and  beiiii:  ccn- 
vinced  by  lh\s  m«ac\«  o^  v\ic  vivaV  q1  \lw  Gospel,  senr  for 
)t  priest,  at\d,  tecei\\ivft  \.Ve  ?^aatMaBTO.  «\  ««{\n«s,.  i-a. 
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freed  from  tbat  corporal  inflrmity.  Chromatius's  son, 
Tiburtina,  was  ordained  anbdeitcoii,  and  was  soon  after 
betrayed  to  the  persecutors,  condemned  to  many  torments, 
and  at  length  beheaded  on  the  Lavican  Boad,  three  railca 
from  Rome,  where  a  church  wns  afterward  built.  Ilia 
father,  Chromatius,  retiring  into  the  country,  lived  there 
concealed,  in  the  fervent  practice  oE  all  Christian  virtues. 

St.  StrsANKA  ivas  nobly  bom  in  Bomc,  and  is  said  to 
hare  been  niece  to  Po|>e  Caius.  Hiiving  made  a  vow  of 
virginity,  she  refused  to  marry,  on  which  account  she  was 
impeached  as  a  Christian,  and  suffered  with  heroic  con- 
stancy a  cruel  martyrdom.  St.  Susanna  suffered  towards 
the  t>eginmDg  of  Diocletian's  reign,  about  the  ytiar  295. 

Reflection. — Sufferings  were  to  the  martyrs  the  most 
diatiDguishing  mercy,  extraordinary  graces,  and  sources  of 
the  great«st  crowns  and  glory.     All  afflictions  which  Qod 


sends  are  in  like  manner  the  greatest  mercies  and  bleas> 
in^  ;  they  are  the  most  precions  talents  to  be  improNtA^ii 
us  [o  the  JacreMsing  of  oar  love  and  aflection  to  tio^  «n& 


[»TOirBt  li 

the  oierci^e  of  the  most    heroic  virtues  of   ulf-^ni^ 
pfttienc«,  humility,  resignnlion,  and  penaaceL 

August  I2^8T.  CLARE,  AbbMft 

OK  PftlmSundaj,  Man^h  17,  1312,  the  Bishop  of  Aisiri 
left  the  altar  \o  present  ii  palm  to  a  noble  maideit 
cigbt^xti)  jearti  of  age,  whom  baahfulnesa  had  df^Uined  if 
her  place.    Thia  mftiden  was  St  Glsrei    Already  she  ha< 
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learnt  from  St.  Francis  to  hate  the  world,  and  was  socrstlv 
resolved  to  live  for  God  alone.  The  same  iiigiit  sbe 
eacapr-d,  with  one  companion,  to  the  Church  of  the  Pof- 
tiuncnin,  where  she  was  met  by  St.  Francis  and  his  brelS' 
ren.  At  the  altar  of  Our  Lady,  St.  Francis  cut  oft  bet 
hair,  clothed  her  in  his  habit  of  penance,  a  piece  of  sact- 
cloth,  with  his  eoni  as  a  girdle.  Thus  was  she  espoused  to 
Christ.  In  it  miserable  house  outside  Assisi  she  founded 
her  Order,  and  was  joined  by  her  sister,  fourteen  years  of 
age,  and  afterwards  by  her  mother  and  other  noble  ladies. 
They  went  barefoot,  observed  perpetual  abetinence,  con- 
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stant  silence,  and  perfect  poverty.  While  the  Saracen 
army  of  Frederick  II.  was  ravaging  the  valley  of  Spoleto, 
a  body  of  infidels  advanced  to  assault  St  Clare's  convent, 
which  stood  outside  AssisL  The  Saint  caused  the  Blessed 
Sacrament  to  be  placed  in  a  monstrance,  above  the  gate  of 
the  monastery  facing  the  enemy,  and  kneeling  before  it, 
prayed,  '*  Deliver  not  to  beasts.  O  Lord,  the  souls  of  those 
who  confess  to  Thee.''  A  voice  from  the  Ilost  replied, 
**  My  protection  will  never  fail  you."  A  sudden  panic 
seized  the  infidel  host,  which  took  to  flight,  an<l  the  Saint's 
oonvent  was  spared.  During  her  illness  of  twenty-eight 
jeaiB  the  Holy  Eucharist  was  her  only  support  and  spin- 
niDg  linen  for  the  altar  the  one  work  of  her  hands.  She 
died  A.D.  1253,  as  the  Passion  was  being  read,  and  Our 
Lady  and  the  angels  conducted  her  to  glory. 

Reflection. — In  a  luxurious  and  effeminate  age,  the 
daaghters  of  St.  Clare  still  bear  the  noble  title  of  poor,  and 
preach  by  their  daily  lives  the  poverty  of  Jesus  Christ. 

August  13.— ST.  RADECUNDES,  Queen. 

jqTt.  Radegundes  was  the  daughter  of  a  king  of  Thurin- 
^^  gia  who  was  assassinated  by  his  brother ;  a  war 
ensuing,  our  Saint,  at  the  age  of  twelve,  was  made  prisoner 
and  carried  captive  by  Clotaire,  King  of  Soissons,  who  bad 
her  instructed  in  the  Christian  religion  and  baptized.  The 
great  mysteries  of  our  Faith  made  such  an  impression  on 
her  tender  soul  that  she  gave  herself  to  Grod  with  her  whole 
heart,  and  desired  to  consecrate  to  him  her  virginity  ;  she 
was  obliged  at  last,  however,  to  yield  to  the  king's  wish 
that  she  should  become  his  wife.  As  a  great  queen,  she 
continued  no  less  an  enemy  to  sloth  and  vanity  than  she 
was  before,  and  divided  her  time  chiefly  between  her  ora- 
tory, the  Church,  and  the  care  of  the  poor.  She  also  kept 
long  fasts,  and  during  Lent  wore  a  hair-clot\\  \md!(^x  ^«t 
rich  giumeDts.    Clotaire  was  at  first  pleased  mt\i  \i«t  ^a^ 


Totions,  nnd  Allowed  Lor  full  liberty  in  them,  bat  afternatd 
used  frequently  to  repronoh  her  for  lier  pious  exercises, 

saying  be  had  married  a  uun  rather  thau  a.  queeu,  vbo 


converted  his  court  into  a  monastery.  Seeing  that  ClotsiR 
was  inflamed  by  bad  passions,  our  Saint  a»ked  and  obtained 
hia  leave  to  retire  from  court.  She  wont  t-o  Noyon,  tM 
was  consecrated  deaconess  by  St.  Medard.  Radegaada 
first  wilbdrew  to  Sais,  and  some  time  after  abe  went  to 
Poilicrs,  and  there  built  a  great  monastery.  She  had* 
holy  virgin,  named  Agnes,  made  the  first  abbess,  and  paid 
to  her  an  implicit  obedience  in  nil  things,  not  reserriDg  1" 
herself  the  disposal  of  the  leant  thing.  King  CloiaJre,  n- 
penting  of  his  evil  conduct,  wished  her  to  return  to  oonrl, 
but,  tliroug!)  tlte  intercession  of  St.  Germanus  of  Paris,  abe 
was  allowed  to  remain  in  her  retirement,  where  she  died 
OQ  the  13th  of  August,  587, 
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Augutt  H^ST.  EUSEBIUS,  PriacL 
^9^HK  Cburei  celebrates  tbis  day  the  memory  of  St. 
^^  Eosebina,  wbo  opposed  the  Ariaas,  at  Rome,  with 
so  nach  seal.  He  was  imprisoned  in  bis  room  by  order  of 
the  Emperor  Constantios,  and  sanctified  bis  captivity  by 
oonatant  prayer.  Another  Saint  of  tlie  same  name,  a 
priest  and  martyr,  is  commemorated  on  this  day.  In  the 
reign  of  Diocletian  and  HaximlAo,  before  they  had  pub- 
lished any  new  edicts  against  the  Christians,  Eosebius,  a 
boly  priest,  a  man  eminently  endowed  with  the  spirit  of 
pisyer  and  all  apostolical  virtues,  suffered  death  for  the 
F*ith,  probably  in  Palestine.  The  Emperor  Haiimian 
happening  to  be  in  that  country,  complaint  was  made  to 
UaxentiuB,  president  of  the  province,  that  Ensebius  dis- 
tinguished himself  by  his  zeal  in  invoking  and  preaching 


Christ,  and  the  holy  man  was  seized.  Maximian  wtts  by 
birth  a  barbarian,  and  one  of  the  roughest  and  most  brutal 
and  savage  of  all  men.  Yet  the  nndaanted  Ka&  m<A«9,\. 
virtue  of  tbis  atranger,  set  off  by  a  hea^eaX^  g^nucc,  «.\.x\v^ 
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bim  with  awo.  He  tleairud  to  save  the  serTftot  of  Chiiit, 
bill,  like  Pilttte,  would  not  give  himself  any  trouble  « 
liazard  ineurring  tbu  displeasure  of  those  whom  oa  all 
other  occasions  he  despised.  HaxeDlius  oommnnded  £a^ 
bius  to  sneriSce  to  the  goda,  and  on  the  Sairit  refusing,  tbt 
president  coudemned  him  to  be  beheaded.  Eusebina.  beu- 
iiig  the  sentence  pronounced,  said  alotid.  "1  thank  Yoot 
goodness  and  praise  Your  power,  O  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
Ihat,  by  calling  me  to  the  Irial  of  my  fidelity.  You  batt 
treated  me  as  one  of  Tours."  He  at  that  instant  haii  ■ 
voice  from  henven  saying  to  him,  "  If  ymi  had  not  bwB 
fonnd  worthy  lo  suffer,  yoii  could  noi  be  admiited  intolbt 
r^uirt  ■■(  t'hri"!  it  liUhf  si-iits  of  thp  jiisl."'      Bei  iig  come  to 

llH-  yl.ii f  .xfiiiiioii.  h,.   kiR'li   ilnivii.    and   his  head  «M 

sini.-ki.lV 

Reflection.  — l.i'I  n>lp;irti.  from  tliiM>\:inii)lfof  tlifSainl*. 
i'iiiii-,il;c'  III  t  111-  SI  TV  in'  iii  (.ii"l,      Ik'  Culls  n|>ori  lis  lo  endore 

imr  lidchiy  u>  llim  ;  and  Ik'  [irouii^es  to  .-iui.port  us  by  Hi.' 
.Mrciiirtli.  il->  li>,-li(,  and  llis  liriivnily  cojisolation. 


*^N  this  fl■^IjVill  the  Clinrih  coiiinu'mor;i 

"     dviiarinic  fmin  lif.'  -f  ih.-  HL-ss.-i  Vir 

fs   llie  h.ippj 
„'ia   Marv.  ,idJ 

her  iranslalion  irii.>  tho  kinpioai  of  Ikt  So, 

III  nliioh  siif 

rewived  fmni  Him  a  ciuhh  of  iiuniorlal  glor 

.aiaLiihi^'ue 

above  .ill   the   orlii'r   Saints   and    lii-^iv,.Lily 

.|.iri,s.    .v;m 

Christ,  its  Ihe   lriiini[ihaTii  Coniim.Tor  of   d 

ascende-i  into  heaven,  His  hles.Sf.1  Moih.T  rt-maiiU'^  "' 
Jerusaleni,  perseviTinj;  In  prayor  wiih  llie  disciplr',  li'i. 
with  them,  sh,- had  nveiMii  rlio  Holy  Gli.>s^I.  t^i.e  livnilJ 
a  very  ndvaiiLwi  age.  bnt  tinidly  paid  thf  comim-n  dtfU  nf 
nature,  none  auiong  the  children  of  Adam  U'lag  twnivi 
from  thul  r\i;uvowa  V.>.« .    ■\i«.\.  \.\\e  i«B.\>i.  \i^  vtvy  Saim-'  i* 
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rather  to  be  called  a  sweet  sleep  than  death  ;  much  more 
that  of  the  Queen  of  Saints,  who  bad  been  exempt  from  all 
sin.  It  is  a  traditionary  pions  belief,  thai  the  body  of  the 
Blessed  Virgin  was  raised  by  Ood  soon  aft«r  her  death, 
and  talcen  up  to  glory,  by  a  singnlar  privilege,  before  the 
general  resurrection  of  the  dead.  The  Assumption  of  the 
Bleased  Virgin  Mary  is  the  greatost  of  all  the  festivals 
which  the  Cluirch  celebrates  in  her  honor.  It  is  the  con- 
summation of  all  the  other  grent  mysteries  by  which  her 


life  was  rendered  most  wonderful;  it  is  the  birthday  of 
her  true  greatness  and  glory,  and  the  crowning  at  nil  the 
virtues  of  ber  whole  life,  which  we  admire  single  in  her 
other  festivals. 

Refiection. — Whilst  we  conteinplat«,  in  profound  seoti* 
tuents  of  veneration,  astonishment,  and  praise,  the  glory 
to  which  Uary  is  raised  by  her  triumph  on  this  day,  we 
ought,  for  our  own  advantage,  to  consider  by  what  means 
she  arrived  at  this  aoblimo  d^^ree  of  honor  and  happiness, 
that  we  may  walk  in  her  steps.    Ho  other  ytvi  u  <)V«n.  \n 
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lu.  The  same  path  which  cooducted  her  to  glor;  nil  tlv 
lead  OS  thither  ;  we  shaU  be  partoeiB  in  ber  mmri  H  •« 
copy  her  virtues. 

August  16.— ST.  HYACINTH. 

"^^  T&cryru,  the  glorious  aposlle  of  Poland  and  BtanL 
•-'-b  was  bora  of  uoble  parents  in  PoUnd.  aboot  He 
year  1185.     In  1319,  being  already  Canon  o(  Cracow,  te 


Frt;ir  l'ri-iioii.-rs  from  ilif  [.iiirL.iuh  liinisrH,  n(  «i..>iu  bf 
iH-cirue  a  livjrij;  copy.  A*  ivoiiilfrful  Wiis  liis  i'r>i:wf- :n 
virliH'  lliat  wirliin  a  yoar  r>omiiiic  sent  liiiu  to  priMch  .im' 
plain  Ilie  OrdiT  ill  Polami.  whfro  he  foiiinieil  ivco  boi;.^- 
lli^i  a|Ktst()lic  jdiiriieys  exiended  over  imiiifriiiij  re^'ii'i^^ 
Austria.  Bohemia,  I.ivoiiiii,  the  shores  of  ihe  Blart  ^'^ 
Tartiiry,  and  Northern  China  on  tlie  east,  and  Sneiii-'i  ^'"^ 
Norwuy  to  the  west,  were  evaiigclia'd  by  him.  and  ln'  - 

said    lO    lia\C    \'\*\VP'\  **;(A\awi.      t•(^:^'!^^»:T^s   uiultituJw 
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mre  eonTerted,  chanihes  and  convents  were  built ;  one 
bnndred  and  twenty  tliouaand  pagans  and  infidels  wen 
baptized  by  bis  bands.  IIo  worked  numerous  miraolM, 
and  at  Cracow  raised  a  dead  youth  to  life.  Hu  had  In- 
herited from  St.  Dominic  a  moat  filial  confidence  in  tht 
Holber  of  Ood  ;  to  ber  he  ascribed  his  success,  and  to  her 
jud  he  looked  for  his  salration.  When  St.  Ilyacintb  was 
at  EieT  the  Tartars  moked  the  town,  but  it  wus  only  us  he 
finished  Mass  that  the  Saint  beard  of  the  danger.  With- 
out waiting  to  aarest,  he  took  the  ciborium  ia  his  bands, 
and  was  leaving  the  church.  As  he  paased  by  an  image  of 
Itary  a  voice  s.iJd :  "  Hyacinth,  my  sou,  why  doflt  thou 
laaT*  me  behind  ?  Take  me  with  thee,  and  leave  me  not  to 
mins  enemies."  The  atatne  was  of  honvy  nlFLbaster,  but 
when  Hyacinth  took  it  in  his  arms  it  was  light  ns  a  reed. 
With  the  Blessed  Sacrament  and  the  image  he  came  to  the 
lirer  Dnieper,  and  walked  dry-ehod  ovur  the  surface  of  the 
iraten.  On  the  eve  of  the  Assumption  ho  was  warnod  of 
his  coming  death.  In  spito  of  a  wnsting  fever,  ho  cele- 
brated llass  on  the  feast,  and  communicated  lis  a  dying 
num.  He  was  anoinled  at  the  foot  of  llio  altar,  anil  died 
the  same  day,  A.t>.  1257. 

ReSection- — St.  Hyacinth  teaches  us  to  employ  every 
effort  in  tlie  service  of  God,  and  to  rely  for  success  not  on 
our  own  industry,  but  on  tlie  prayer  of  Tlia  Immaculate 
Mother. 

August  17.— ST.  LIBERATUS,  Abbot,  and  Six  Monks, 
Martyrs. 
•tc^us-ekic,  the  Ariaii  Vandal  king  in  Africa,  in  the 
r^&  seventh  year  of  his  reign,  published  fresh  edicts 
against  the  Cailiolics,  and  ordered  their  monasteries  to  be 
everywhere  demolished.  Seven  monks,  named  Liimratuo, 
Boniface,  Servus.  Busticus,  Rogntns,  Septimus,  Kn&  '>&k1v- 
muB,  wJk>  lired  in  m  monaatery  near  Capaa,  in  OtQ  v^o^Vosft 
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of  Byzacena,  were  at  timi  timi-  siimiDooed  U>  Cartb 
They  were  first  tempted  with  great  promises,  but  ■» 
reiiuiiii(>(]  constant  in  the  belief  of  the  Trinity,  niii]  of 
Bnptjani,  they  were  loaded  with  irons  and  thrown  id 
dark  diiugeoti.  The  fHithfnl.  haviug  bribed  the  gtu 
vlsiteU  the  Saints  da;  and  uight,  to  be  instructetl  b;l 
ftod  mutually  to  encborage  one  another  to  suffer  ta 
faith  of  Christ.  The  king,  learning  this,  eommxn'led  I 
to  bo  more  closely  confined.  loaded  witn  heavier  iroM. 


biinii  ;i[  sp;l.  Th<>  iii:irlyr-i  wjilki.l  vhr.Tfiilli  lo  thi'  <l 
coiiti'iiiiiiiic  thi'  insults  of  ilif  Ariaii*  ;is  rhi-v  jpa<M-ii  al 
Pnriii'.ihir  .■iiiU'avcrs  w.tp  ns.il  hy  tli,>  |»'i-s.-diT.irs  lo, 
Waxiniiis.  who  w;is  v.-ry  yomiir  ;  hu(  (.J.wl.  Who  makes 
toi!-iii's  of  tliihlii-ri  .'loijiH'm  to  \>rii\si?  lli<  miiiif,  pave 
Slr,Ti:,'lh  to  wilhsdTi.i  iiU  ihoir  elTorrs.  an.l  ho  bolilly 
them  tli;it  tUey  shmiUl  npvi-r  W  ably  to  s<'pamtc  limi  f 
his  holy  a\>\»iA  a«A  \)Te\\\te\\,  •«\\\\  •kV'^wvW  Imd  t-irnc 


-fT*   -^  -in: 
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1W7  >«r*  Mlonlf  «poMd  to  the  addc*iiM«(  AsfHthM. 
It)  ilw  jBAT  StS  GofHiMBttM  C«nd  U^idf  aUiAid  If 
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against  the  enemy,  and  obtained  a  complete  victory. 
Shortly  after,  Helena  herself  returned  to  .Rome,  where  she 
expired,  a.d.  828. 

St.  Agapetur  suffered  in  his* youth  a  cruel  martyrdom 
at  Prseneste,  now  called  Palestrina,  twenty-four  miles  from 
Rome,  under  Aurelian,  iibout  the  year  275.  Ilis  name  is 
famous  in  the  ancient  calendars  of  the  Church  of  Rome. 
Two  churches  in  Palestrina  and  others  in  other  places  are 
dedicated  to  God  under  his  name. 

Reflection.— St.  Helena  thought  it  the  glory  of  her  life 
to  find  the  cross  of  Christ,  and  to  raise  a  temple  in  its 
honor.  How  many  Christians  in  these  days  are  ashamed 
to  make  this  life-giving  sign,  and  to  confess  themselves  the 
followers  of  the  Crucified  I 

August  19.- ST.  LOUIS,  Bishop. 

Vig/His  Saint  was  little  nephew  to  St.  Louis,    King  of 
^^     France,  and  nephew,  by  his  mother,  to  St.  Elizabeth- 
of  Hungary.     He  whs  born  at  Brignolcs,  in  Provence,  in 
1274.     He  was  a  Saint  from  the  cradle,  and  from  liis  child- 
hood made  it  his  earnest  study  to  do  nothing  which  was 
not  directed  to  the  divine  service,  and  with  a  view  only  to 
eternity.    Even  his  recreations  he  referred  to  this  end, 
and  chose  only  such  as  were  serious  and  seemed  barely 
necessary  for  the  exercise  of  the  body  and  ))re8erving  the 
vigor  of  the  mind.     His  walks  usually  led  him  to  some 
cliurcti  or  religious  house.     It  was  his  chief  delight  to  hear 
the  servants  of  God  discourse  of  mortification  or  the  most 
perfect  pnicticcs  of  piety.     His  modesty  and  recollection 
in  the  church  inspind  with  devotion  all  who  saw  him. 
When  he  wns  only  seven  years  old  his  mother  found  him 
often  lying  in  the  night  on  a  mat  which  was  spread  on  the 
floor  near  his  bed,  which  he  did  out  of  an  early  spirit  of 
penance.     In  1284  our  Saint's  father,  Charles  U.^  lVv«tL 
Prince  of  Salerno,  was  taken  prisoner  in  a  Bea-t^^XxX.'V^^  ^^^ 


Si.ir.C,-,   r.--'.lim..„   „f    ,|tiik';iTiiii;    Iniii-.i;     i..    I    n:.-    .   ■ 

«Imv1i  \,r  l.r,,-."i  III,  nilhcr  1..  onifif  .;,  J,i^  ii,.\i  i.r-^rii.T. 
IlulHTt.  Til-  <ii.,in>ili..ii  ,.f  his  fiiinily  i.Ui--(i  (If  >ii|''^ 
nnrM.f  111..  i-i-i;.r  Mmois  r.)  r.-fiis,-  t..r  ^otur  riiiu- Lia.!?:-; 
Iiin.  mlr,  iii..ir  l,.,.l,.  ulirivf.>iv  lie  i.H>k  li-.iv  ..nl-rj  « 
Si.|.l.-s.  Tb,.  |,i,iii-  i'.i]"'  SI.  (VI.'Mim-  lia.l  nniiiiii.Hni  'n'n 
Ar<■^lll)^ll.l]l  .>!  l,v,.iis  ill  Vid:  :  l.iit.  lis  In-  li^i.l  ii..i  lUn 
liil<.Ti  111,,  li.iisiirf.  !>.'  fniiii.l  iiir:.iis  (,.  ,U-fe:U  lliul  i.r,.)oi 
HoLufiu'L-  VIII,  tinw  liim  a  .lis[H>uSiHioii   lo  rcit-ivo  |ir:--;tij 


^ 
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onlen  id  tlio  Iwenljr- third  year  of  bis  age,  and  afterward 
sent  him  a  like  diapensntioii  for  the  episcopal  character, 
t<^ther  n-itli  his  notniDation  to  the  archbiahopric  of  Ton- 
louse,  and  a  severe  injunction,  in  virtue  of  holy  obe<lience, 
to  accept  the  snme.  However,  he  first  mudo  his  religious 
profession  among  the  Friar  Minora  on  Chriatmas  eve,  12tHt, 
and  received  the  episcopal  coDsecration  in  the  beginning  of 
the  February  (oIloH'iiig.  He  travelled  to  his  biahopric  as 
a  poor  religious,  but  vas  received  at  Toalouse  with  the 
veneration  due  to  a  Saint  and  the  tnagniBcence  that  be- 
came a  prince.  Bis  modestj,  mildness,  and  devotion  in- 
spired a  love  of  piety  in  all  nlio  beheld  him.  It  was  his 
first  dare  to  provide  for  the  relief  of  the  indigent,  and  bis 
first  visits  were  made  to  the  hoapitals  and  the  poor.  Iq 
his  apostolical  labors,  be  abated  notfaing  of  his  ansterities, 
said  Unas  every  day,  and  preached  frequently.  Being 
obliged  to  go  into  Provence  for  certain  very  urgent  eccle- 
siastical affairs,  he  fell  sick  at  the  castle  of  Brignoles. 
Finding  his  end  draw  near,  ho  received  the  Viaticum  on 
bis  kneea,  melting  in  tears,  and  in  his  last  moments  ceased 
not  to  repeat  the  Hail  Hary.  He  died  on  the  liHh  of 
August,  1397,  being  only  twenty-three  years  and  six  months 
old. 


August  SO^ST.  BERNARD. 
•iTJ  BHSABD  was  bom  at  the  castle  of  Fontaines,  in  Bur- 
r^-*  gundy.  The  grace  of  bis  person  and  the  vigor  of 
his  intellect  filled  his  parents  with  the  highest  hopes,  and 
the  world  lay  bright  and  smiling  before  him  when  he  re- 
nounced it  forever  and  joined  the  raonks  of  Citeaui.  All 
his  brothers  followed  Bernard  to  Citeaux  except  Nivard, 
the  youngest,  wlio  was  left  to  be  the  slay  of  hia  father  in 
bis  old  age.  "  You  will  now  be  heir  of  everything,"  said 
tbey  to  him,  as  they  departed.  "Yea,"  said  the  boy; 
"  foil  leave  me  earth,  and  keep  heaven  for  yourselves ;  do 


^m'matm  ^r*-    Mat  bK  n»  liA  tte  mmOL   m\ 

tmtJ*  rMr  lyit  ftfltHT  «M  (to    iwiiiiiigi-  «mU  ai-l 
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ri'T^  iv'...-,.  i.;. -.-'•.!  I.v  : -:  :.' .^kms-r  ■'.  <,''  .•■r'.ir.-.y.vn-  •■rs', 
T:iv.r  >i-   ■-.-  TT^  .  :      ,*;,■.   «:..,-.  !:-   Si"i   r.   -V-  >»•  >m> 

iKie^or  of  B.V;  Cuarch. 

for  kilmboiii:.  i..  ;ii'  n'lr.aMi-rj .  ■■  1:'  v.ii.  i),-x'-n  t.-  i>i>Ii»t 
bet«.  IfOive  kt  iii>  ; Ii7fi>ii.ii<i  :lia  Ivv:,^  y.>i.  Iinvi-'  l>r.iii<l)l 
with  yon  frttm  t'ik  n.rii;  :  hi-^  Ihrri  r.  Tvvnp.  ,»i>',(  f.ir  v.*trr 
Bonl-~  I^  UP  (Mni<:iiii: ';j  Rsik  iHiTi«i''i-.>  Si  Hi'msisiV  Jmly 
qnewioii.  ■■To  w-Lw  ctid  .;i.!s:  ii.,u;  .vtit.  I.:,!i.-! 

Ai«vn  21.-ST.  JANE  FRANCES  DE  CHANTAL. 

•tj't  the  upp  of  siKi<>fii.  .Inni'  Frum'i'N  ■l<'  V'iviii\>i(, 
A^^  alrrnily  a  mothorloKs  chiU),  k.ik  )>Uii>i)  itiv1<'i  i)m< 
care  of  a  world! t- mi n.iitl  f^M-^^l)Ol».  In  Dim  .■ii>.h  hW 
offered  heisrlf  to  tho  Mother  of  (iinl.  mid  w>'insst  Uai^'r 
protection  for  lifo.  Wlicii  n  rniti<Ktanl  HHitKlH  liov  bninl, 
she  Bleodilj-  rrfiisoil  to  mnrry  "nii  I'limiy  of  (t<"l  nml  lllii 
ChuTcb,"  nnil  sliorilyiiftorn'nrdn,  nx  tin'  liivniKninl  I«<Iiim<i| 
wife  of  tlittBamiMk'Chantnl,  mnAv  lirr  1ii>iim<  iIic  |ini|i'i'i)iif 
a  Christian  home.  Itiii  (iihI  Ihu)  innrlo'il  ln'v  r>ir  ■■inii'ililnn 
higher  thnn  dmni-Hlic  Miiclily.  Twi>  rhlMrpii  ntnl  n  ih-ntlf 
belovcil  KiuliTdiitl,  mid,  In  IIik  full  liili'of  )iiiki|h>iIii.  hvr 
busbnnd'M  life  vim  liiki^ii  tiy  iln-  liiniH'i'nt  lintnl  of  n  ttl«tii|. 
For  seven  y^ani  the  twimiWH  of  lior  widi>«ihii<ii|  </rfr«  In 
created  by  ill-niuifff!  from  iwrvmitia  nml  l(iri'i'|i'i-ii,  ntiil  (Iw 
cruel  importuiiiittn  of  frieti'l*.  hIio  itrKcl  her  lo  iiturrr 
agaJD.    Uaraued  aiiii<i*>.  li>  iltniHtlr  hy  ihcJr  f-iilrtwiM,  nIw 
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brantled  on  lier  beart  tU«  oaatt  of  JesiLi,  nnil  in  Uie  end 
left  bnbeloT«d  home  ftud  cbiklrvo  to  live  for  God  nloiie. 
It  tru  on  tbe  19th  of  Uorch,  16M,  tiiat  Madame  de  CIub- 
lal  iKult;  faresell  to  her  fAmitv  aud  relations.  Pale,  and 
wilh  icare  in  her  eyes,  sbe  passed  roitiid.  th*  Urge  room, 
■weedy  and  tiumbt;  taking  leave  of  eacb.  Her  son,  a  tx^ 
of  fifteen,  ined  every  entraaty,  mmj  vadearmeat,  to  in- 
duce bia  motber  not  to  lettve  tbem,  and  at  ImA  paaaionatdj 
Hang  himaelf  atnoas  tbe  door  of  the  raom.    In  xa  agony  at 


<\c  ?^i.i■■*  ;i  -mil  'Jr.l.r.  .Si.kii,->,  oj.jK.siiJ,.!..  waut.  Ih*- 
her.  :iii.i  il„.  Ucaih  .>f  ohililr.Ti.  frit-iul:^.  ai:.i  -f  Si.  Kn:.ci 
liinisolf  follo«i-<l.  while  tighty-syvfn  liousi-5  u'l'  ibo  Vi=i!S 


Avecsr  n.]  ura>  or  ths  unna  4U 

tion  TOM  under  h^  hand.  Nine  long  jears  of  interior 
desoLttioD  completed  the  work  of  God's  grace  ;  and  in  her 
sevcniielh  j'ear  St.  Vincent  of  Fanl  saw,  at  the  moment 
of  her  death,  her  tonl  ascend,  as  a  ball  of  fire,  to  heaven. 
ReSection- — Profit  bv  tbe  saccessiTe  trinia  of  life  to  gain 
the  slrengib  and  coarege  of  St.  Jane  Frances,  and  thef 
will  l)ecome  stepping-stones  from  earth  to  henren. 

August  22.-ST.  SYMPHORIAN,  Martyr. 
"vj'boct  tiie  year  180  there  tvns  a  great  procession  of 
(»^*»  ihc  licailic:!  godfk-aa  Cerea,  at  Anlun.  in  Fmnee. 
Amongst  the  crowd  wns  one  who  refuaed  to  pay  the  ordi- 
nuy  marks  of  worship.  He  was  therefore  dragged  before 
the  magistrate  and  accused  of  sacrilege  and  sedition. 
When  asked  his  name  and  condition,  lie  replied,  ''  My  tiama- 
ia  Sympborian  ;  I  nm  a  Chridtiait."  He  came  of  a  uoble 
and  Cbrislian  family.  Ue  was  still  young,  and  so  Innocent 
that  he  was  said  to  converse  with  the  holy  angels.  The 
Cfaristiana  of  Aqtno  were  few  and  llitie  known,  and  the 
jndg«  eonhl  not  believe  tli.-it  the  youth  was  serions  in  his 
porpoee.  He  caused  the  laws  enforcing  heathen  worship 
to  be  read,  and  loitked  for  a  speedy  compliance.  Sym- 
pborian  replied  that  he  must  obey  the  laws  of  the  King  of 
kings.  "  Give  me  a  hammer,"  he  said,  "  and  I  will  break 
your  idol  iu  pieces."  He  was  scourged  and  thrown  into  a 
dungeon.  Some  days  later  t  bis  son  of  light  came  forth  from 
the  darkness  of  his  prison,  haggard  and  worn,  but  full  of 
joy.  He  despised  the  riches  and  honors  offered  to  him  hs  ho 
had  despised  torments.  He  died  by  ihe  sword,  and  went  to 
the  court  of  the  heavenly  King.  Tbe  mother  of  St.  8ym- 
phorian  stood  on  the  city  waits  and  saw  her  son  led  out  to 
die.  She  knew  the  honors  he  had  refused  and  the  dishonor 
of  his  death,  but  she  esteemed  the  reproach  of  Christ  better 
than  all  the  riches  of  Egypt,  and  she  cried  out  to  him,  "  Uy 
son,  my  son,  keep  the  living  Ood  in  your  heart ;  look  up 


Lrm-B  nmiiuAi. 


to  nim  Wlio  reijcDs  in  bcarFD."  Tfaos  she  kluuvd  in  Iht 
glury  at  hui  puscioD,  itiid  hrr  rian><>  lives  vtih  hit  in  1I0 
rv«"ri1i  uf  the  Church.     Liiile  more  Uuui  n  cMiimj  Uler 


Reflection. -Til.'  Ciillmlic  rcligiiiii  U-.-n-h,-s  ns  lo  W  Mib- 
II-.T  liM'i.ry  rJcliifiil  miiiniriiy.  Hut  ii.>  earthlv  aiiihanly 
iii>  ^,riy  riKlit  ■.\i:^>n\^l  Clirisl  and  His  Cliuri-li."  if  we  are 
n'l'iisrii  i)f  si'iiiiiim  nr  (iisi)lipiiie!iei>  because  we  are  fiiilhfol 
<i  ..iir  rvliuiiiii,  iln'ii  ive  must  ciioose  as  St.  Symphoriao 
■liiw,  -.iwd  -ihcv  (i.>ii  r:ilh,r  Iliiili  111:111, 


August  23.-  ST.  PHILIP  BENIZl. 

C^T.  I'im.rr  FU:m/i  ».is  l«>rii  in  FU.r.-i.ee.  on  ihe  Fwsl 
NJ  ,>f  il,i.  Awuiii[.iiiui,  I-;:):!.  Th:it  tmnie  day  ihfl 
Or-lor  i>r  S'lviU'.s  «;).,  fonnii.vl  |.y  llie  Mollier  of  Gr-j  Si 
an  mnuit  al  ilie  lirr;i>t,  I'tiilij.  lin.ke  out  iiitt.  spilth  at  the 
■  lu'w  ri'hi:iiiiii.  ;ini.i  U'ggeil  liid  mother  to 


^ 
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give  theiD  alms.  Amidst  «U  th«  temptations  of  tils  youth, 
be  longed  to  become  himself  a  serrant  of  Unry,  and  it  waa 
only  the  fear  of  his  own  uuworthiiii«s  nliich  made  him 
yield  to  his  father's  wish  and  begin  to  pracliao  niLtlicine. 
After  long  and  weary  waiting,  his  doubts  urro  siilved  by 
Our  Lady  herself,  who  in  a  vision  Iwdo  Lim  cntur  her 
Order.  Still  Philip  dared  only  offer  himself  as  a  lay 
brother,  and  in  this  humble  state  he  strove  to  do  penanco 
for  his  sins.  In  spite  of  his  reluctHucc,  he  was  promoted 
to  the  post  of  miisterof  novices;  niid  aa  his  m  re  abilities 
were  daily  discovered,  he  was  bidden  to  prepare  for  the 
priesthiKMl.  Tlienctrforth  lionurs  were  heaped  upon  him; 
be  became  general  of  the  Order,  and  only  cscapod  by  Right 
elevation  to  the  Papal  throne.  His  prcachinjit  roHtorod 
peace  to  Italy,  vhich  was  wanted  by  civil  want ;  ami  nt  the 
Coancil  of  Lyons,  he  spoke  to  the  assembled  prelates  with 
tbe  gift  of  tongues.    Amid  all  these  favors  Philip  lived  la 
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extreme  penitence,  constantly  examining  his  soul  beforo 
the  judgment-seat  of  God.  and  condemning  himself  as  only 
fit  for  belL     Si.  Philip,  though  be  was  free  from  tbe  stain 
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of  mortal  sin,  was  never  wenrj  of  beseecbinc  God's  mercj. 
From  the  time  he  was  ten  yeArs  old  he  said  daily  tlie 
Penitential  [^nia.  Ou  lii^  death-bed  lie  kept  recitingtbe 
Tersea  oF  the  Migerere,  with  lib  cheeks  &tt¥amiiig  nith 
tears;  nud  during  his  agony  he  went  through  a  terribl* 
contest  to  overcame  the  fear  of  dninnatiou.  Biil  n  few 
minutes  before  be  died,  nil  his  doubts  diKippear^  snd 
were  suecceded  by  a  holy  trust.  He  uttered  the  responsa 
in  a  low  bill  audible  voice  ;  aud  when  at  last  the  Mather 
of  God  appeiirtxl  before  him,  he  lifted  up  his  arms  with 
and  breathed  a  gentle  sigh,  ns  if  placing  his  soul 
baud.     Be  died  on  tha  Octave  of  the  Aasumption,  I 

Reflection. — Endeavor  so  to  act  as  you  would  wisb'lo 
liave  atted  wlien  you  stand  before  your  Judge.  This  > 
the  rule  of  thi^  Siilnl!;.  and  the  only  safe  rule  for  all. 


ather   j 


August  24.— ST.  BARTHOLOMEW,  ApostI*. 
fVT.  Bahtholomew  was  one  of  the  twelve  who  mn 
J^  called  lo  the  apostolate  by  our  blessed  Lord  Hiii- 
self.  Several  lei-iued  interpreters  of  the  Holy  Scriptut 
take  this  apostle  t«  have  been  the  same  as  Nathaniel,  t 
native  of  Cana,  in  Galilee,  a  doctor  in  the  Jewish  law,  and 
oue  of  the  seventy-two  disciples  of  Christ,  to  whom  be  vsi 
conducted  by  St.  Philip,  and  whose  innocence  and  sim- 
plicity of  heart,  deserved  to  be  celebrated  with  the  highest 
eulogium  by  the  divine  mouth  of  Our  Redeemer.  He  is 
mentioned  among  the  disciples  who  were  met  together  in 
prayer  after  Christ's  ascension,  and  he  received  the  Holy 
Ghost  with  the  rest.  Being  eminently  qualified  by  the 
divine  grace  to  discharge  the  functions  of  an  npostle,  he 
carried  the  Gospel  through  the  moat  barbarous  countries  of 
(he  East,  penetrating  into  the  remoter  Indies.  He  then 
returned  again  into  the  northwest  part  of  Asia,  and  met 
St.  Philip  at  Hierapolis,  in  Phrygia.  Hence  he  travelled 
into  L^caonia,  where  he  instructed  the  people  in  the  Chria- 
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tian  Faith  ;  but  we  know  not  eren  the  iittmeB  of  many  of 
the  countrieB  in  which  he  preached.  St.  Bartholomew's 
last  removal  was  into  Great  Armenia,  where,  preaching  in 
a  place  obstinately  addicted  to  the  worship  of  idols,  he  was 
crowned  with  a  glorious  martyrdom.  The  modem  Greek 
historians  say  that  he  was  condemned  by  the  governor  of 
Albfinopolia  lo  be  cruciRed.  Others  nfBrm  that  he  was 
flayed  alive,   wliicli  might  well  enough  consist  with  his 


crucilixion,  this  double  punishment  being  in  use  not  only 

in  Egypt,  but  also  among  the  Persians. 

Reflection. — The  ebaraci eristic  virtue  of  the  apostles  was 
zeal  for  the  divine  glory,  the  first  property  of  the  love  of 
God.  A  soldier  is  always  ready  to  defend  the  honor  of  his 
prince,  and  a  son  that  of  his  father  i  and  can  a  Christian 
say  he  loves  God  who  is  indifferent  to  His  honor? 


LITTU   PlCTOmiAL 


[AvmnriK 


.  LOUIS,  Kli>e. 
Xj***  MglliBt  at  LMiia  tdU  Uim  ahe  wnnld  nthet  Me  Vm 
^9  Urn  tkma  ooiBmit  a  nioK«l  sin,  nod  1m  nerer  (Mfit 
kv  wnniL  Eiug  of  Frenc«  at  the  age  at  tiMlTei,  be  nail 
lk«d(Ef««w«  t>(  Gwl's  hoDorihe  Aim  of  bu  life.  UttanM 
jmn.  b«  bad  crashed  ih«  Albi^asiAD  herelios,  ksd  ftiiw^ 
ikMB  by  BtriogFot  peiullies  lu  respect  the  dthHte  Mtk" 
ft—*-*—  tba  arvs  of  gomrnniem.  he  divQy  re«ttsd  Its  Dii^ 
<Mk»  KBd  beard  two  Uiusea.  aoii  tba  laMfc  jf|<Hl 
«tnt«b»  IB  Fnaoe  are  srill  moDnments  of  his  pHtj'.  •HM 
lii*  roonien  re«noustniti?d  with  LonU  for  hisIavttiritVl*' 
pfcifmers  sltould  be  bmrJed  on  the  lips,  ho  ivpGe^  "I 
«  ■  :.  i  .\  ■.>":r'_v  '[.tv..  niy  mvij  lips  hrriJuled  to  root  ont 
'■.I,-- ■.■■:;■;-  :T'-.\  nii  k:!i^'l-m."  Ih-^  f.;:u*l-ss  protector  of 
:.■■  A-  ."■;  v:..;  ::!,■.  pir. -.-■■i,  Ik-".;.-  i-Iimm-'u  ti".  ,-irbilrateia 
.1  "    ■.  ■■   ^''  ..-.  •-[.■U  .'I   1;:-  :i:;i'.  bi'inivLi   tlie  Po\te  and  the 

l,'i-      ■  -— ■  .■■  :.i^'.  w. ■>■'■:  Ciller  b;ii.l  tr--.!.  be  gs'6- 

,.-■:  ■■    .■  ■:      ■.•'.  !■;.■  L[i:v;,:;y  ..(  Fv,w:,'.  iu-A  t-mliark.'d  for 
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Ls  ,.lT.-r..i  Im  lilHTtv  t.ii  l.-rin;  l.inful 
■iif..iicil  bv  iin  o^.rli  \ibi.b  iiu]il:rtl  a 
.iijrl]  111..-  iiiri.b'ls  bi-l,i  ibojr  sivrJ;" 
,  alij  lUlvatflKil  ;i  (ua.-isaiTO  ff  ih'' 
ilU'Xibly  ivfii.'^ocl.  The  .U-:;lti  ..f  t> 
L  IK   Fivu.n'  ;  bul  nboa  onbr  o;l=  re 


Lim  OF  THE  flADm. 


Aogtist,  1270,  faia  army  landed  at  Tunis,  and,  tfaongh  rio- 
torions  over  the  enem;,  succumbed  to  a  mHlignant  fever, 
Louis  was  one  of  theTiclims.     He  received  the  Viaticnm 


kneeling  hy  his  camp-bed,  and  gaw  up  his  life  with  the 
same  jr>y  tlint  he  had  given  all  else  for  the  honor  of  God. 

Reflection.— If  we  cnnnot  imitate  St.  Louis  in  dying  for 
the  honor  of  tJod,  wo  can  at  least  resemble  him  in  resent- 
ing the  bin.sphemies  offered  against  God  by  the  Infldd,  Ihe 
heretic,  nnd  the  scoffer. 

Augutt  26.— ST.  ZEPHYRINUS,  Pope  and  Marty>. 
t~<T.  Zephyrisl'S,  a  niilivcof  Rome,  succeeded  Victor  in 
^5  the  pontificate,  in  the  year  202,  in  which  Severns 
raiseil  tNe  fifih  most  UoiMly  persecution  against  the  Church, 
which  continued  not  for  two  years  only,  but  until  the  death 
of  that  emperor  in  211.  Under  thJH  furious  storm  this 
holy  pa.stor  was  the  support  and  comfort  of  Ihe  distressed 
S(K;k  of  Christ,  and  he  suffered  by  charity  and  compassion 
what  every  confessor  underwent.     The  triumphs  of  the 


Lrrri*  pictohial 


tnarlxn  were  indwd  his  joy,  but  hU  beHit  received  mMj 
ivep  wounds  from  ihe  fkll  of  apostaliv  nod  henlitt. 
Neither  did  lliis  lat'er  ntltictioD  cease  wbea  peace  wis  re- 


stoivil  (■>  (lie  Chureb.  Our  Saint  had  also  ihc  affliction  ta 
Bee  rill'  full  of  TiTtiilliaii,  nhich  seems  ii>  iiave  lieeti  osrini! 
partly  lo  his  pride.  Eusebliis  tells  lis  thai  this  holy  Pope 
exerted  his  zeal  so  strenuoiijily  against  the  blasphemies  of 
the  heretics  that  they  treated  him  in  the  most  con canielinni 
ni;itiiii-r  ;  but  it  naa  his  glnry  that  they  called  him  tiit 
pri(u-i|ial  (lefLniilur  of  Christ's  divinity.  St.  Zepbyriniu 
filliil  Ihc  jMmtifieiil  chair  seventeen  years,  dying  in  !!*- 
Ho  wa.s  l)iirie<l  in  his  own  eemeiery,  on  the  a6th  of  Augnii- 
Ile  is,  iu  some  Marty rologies,  styled  a  martyr,  whkh  titl* 
he  niifiht  de^el■ve  by  what  he  suffered  in  tbe  jwrsecntion, 
thouith  ho  perhaps  did  not  die  by  Ihe  execul  ioner. 

Reflection. —God  has  always  raised  up  holy  pastor?  n^ 
oils  to  iiiaint.'Lin  the  faith  of  His  Church  inviolable,  and  to 
watch  iiviT  tho  pnrity  of  its  ninnils  and  the  saiictitv  of  i» 
[iiscipline.     Wo  enjoy    Ihe    greatest    advantages   of  ilK 
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divine  grace  through  tboir  labors,  nnd  ne  one  to  God  a 
tribute  of  perpttiinl  thniiksgiving  and  immortal  praise  for 
all  tliose  mercies  which  He  )ias  alTorded  Hia  Church  ou 


August  37.-8T.  JOSEPH  CALASANCTIU8. 

CLt-  Joseph  CALASANtn'iufl  was  bom  in  Arragon,  A.a 
r^  1556.  When  only  five  years  old,  he  led  a  troop  of 
children  through  the  streets  to  find  the  devil  and  hill  him. 
Be  became  a  priest,  and  was  engaged  in  varions  reforms, 
when  he  heard  a  voice  saying,  "  Oo  to  Rome,"  and  had  a 
vision  of  many  children  who  were  being  taught  by  liim 
sod  by  a  company  of  angels.  When  be  reached  the  Holy 
City,  his  heiirt  was  moved  by  the  vice  and  ignorance  of  the 
cJiildren  of  the  poor.    Their  need  mastered  his  hnmility. 


•nd  he  founded  the  Order  of  Clerks  Regular  of  the  Fiona 
Bohook.  He  himself  proTided  alt  that  ma  neceaaiuj  for 
the  education  of  the  children,  receiving  nothing  from  them 
in  pkymeut,  and  there  were  auonaboiit  a  tbooMnd  MdKdan 


Ue  um^  pimtBiAi. 

of  eT«r]r  rank  noder  his  ciire.  E«ch  leseoo  I 
pnjer.  Every  hAlf-honr  derotioa  was  renewed  bj  aoti  of 
faith,  bofie.  and  charity,  iind  towards  the  «tid  at  acbool- 
time  the  children  vere  tDS(ruct«d  in  ih«  CbristUa  doctrine 
Tbe;  nere  then  eseoried  borne  by  ibe  tuastm,  «o  a$  Co 
e«cape  aII  hiimi  by  the  way.  Bat  eiieroiea  arose  agaiiut 
Joseph  fromnmoug  hia  omi salqecta.  Tbeyaoented  himlo 
the  Holy  Office,  and  at  the  age  of  ugbty-aix  he  was  M 
tbrongli  the  Streets  to  prisoD.  At  iaat  tb«  Order  ««>  te- 
dnced  to  a  sitople  congregHtioD.  .  It  waa  not  restored  la  in 
former  privileges  lilt  after  the  Saint's  denth.  \et  he  died 
full  ijif  ho\>e.  "  My  nork."  be  saiJ,  "  na*  d.joe  »>lelj  for 
the  love  of  God." 

Reflection— ■■  My  iliildreii."  s:iiil  the  Ciiiv  of  Are. -I 
ofU-ii  iliHik  \h:H  iiiosi  of  Uio  Clirisliaiis  who  rtre  lost  .ire 
lust  f.T  "niu  .)f   in>(r[i.'lioii  :  tljey  ilo   iioi   ku.iw  tlieir  re- 


August  28.- ST.  AUGUSTINE  OF  HIPPO. 

;e  iviis  biiiii  ill  3.J4,  at  T.igitste  in  1 
niusiht  lip  ill  the  fhrisiian  faith,  but  with- 
out rwfuiiifr  li:i|ilisi[i.  An  ambilimis  sdiool-boy  of  bril- 
liant tnl.-nr-i  i\iiii  violent  piissioiis.  Iio  early  lost  iMiIh  his 
faith  mi.l  his  iiiiiorriiw-  III-  persii^ieil  in  i.is,  im-gulnr!ite 
unlil  ho  iva.s  ihiriy-lw...  Beiiit'  tlivii  :it  Mil.iLi  !ir.>r,-s.s;iic 
rhotoric,  he  tdU  ui  that  (he  fniili  ni  Ins  .luiaiio.Hl  had 
regainctl  [>oss''.'iSL'm  of  lijs  intellfli't,  but  that  ho  CMuld  wi 
as  yet  resolvu  to  break  the  chains  of  evil  hiiliii.  one  ih.v. 
lioivi'Vi.-r,  siunji  to  the  heart  by  the  accoiini  ■-t  sonii'  suiiiko 
conversions^,  he  erie.1  out.  -The  iinh'ariKil  rise  ami  ^n.rm 
hwiven,  an<l  we.  with  :.ll  •mr  learnin-  for  iaok  of  heart 
lie    wallowing   bi'ri',""     Me   tlivn   withdrew   iiitii  a   ^mieD. 

yofing  ti-eali  voiw  (lie  knows  not  whosei  breaks  tn  u]w\\  hu 
Btrifo  with  t\ie  "KoiAa,  "^vCs.*;  »M\\<aKi.-,"   and  he  light* 
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npoD  tbe  pmsge  beginning,  "Walk  honesttf  u  in  tba 
day."  The  buttle  was  won.  He  receired  baptism,  n- 
turned  home,  and  gave  all  to  the  poor.  At  Hippo,  wliera 
he  settled,  be  was  coasecrated  bishop  in  805.  For  thirty- 
five  years  be  was  tbe  centre  of  ecclesiastical  life  ia  Africa, 
and  the  Church's  mightiest  champion  against  heresy ; 
whilst  his  writings  have  been  overj'where  accepted  as  on« 


of  the  principal  sources  of  dcTotional  thought  and  theo- 
logical speculation.     He  died  in  430. 

Reflection.— Kend  the  lives  of  the  Saints,  and  you  will 
find  that  you  are  gradually  creating  a  society  about  yon  to 
which  in  some  ineasnre  you  will  be  forced  to  raise  the 
standard  of  your  daily  life. 

Aufust  39.— THE  BEHEADING  OF  ST.  JOHN  THE 

BAPTIST. 

fVT.  John  the  Baftibt  was  called  by  God  to  be  tb« 

^^    forerunner  of  Hta  divine  Son.    In  ordet  to  9T«ner4« 

bit  innocenee  gpotkes,  and  to  implore  the  ai.txaiat<&n«x^ 


1UOU8T  80.J  LITSa  OF  THB  ■AIMTA.  4lUl 

ind  adnltery,  and  Herod,  ur^nd  on  by  limt  find  nn^Af,  fjufc 
the  Saint  into  pri&on.  AUnit  a  yfrar  afM;r  HI  John  )imi 
oeen  made  a  prisoner,  HrriNl  |{uvn  a  n\Af.iu\u\  futftMU' 
ment  to  the  nobility  of  (jahlfrf*.  Hnlornis,  a  ^laiiKlifi^r  of 
Herod iaA  by  her  lawful  huHband,  jiU'.u^l  Itt'Ttitl  }gj  h^ir 
dancing,  insomuch  that  he  prrifniiw:«l  hi;r  to  Krant  what^rvfrr 
she  asked.  On  this,  S:i]om«;  t:ifiinu\u^\  milU  Unr  riiofhiir 
what  to  ask.  Herodins  itmt  ructtf;fl  h«;r  f laii((hf^!r  Ut  drrrnand 
the  death  of  John  the  H»ptiHt,  and  [H-nma/lMl  thn  ytttiug, 
damsel  to  make  it  part  of  hf;r  fMrtition  that.  rh«T  Upsu]  of  rb^ 
prisoner  should  1)e  forthwith  bpHi((hr.  to  Ut-r  in  adixh.  'f  hin 
strange  request  startb^l  the  t\ rant  hirnwTlf :  bri  a«ft4ritr«l. 
however,  and  sent  a  soldi«-r  of  hi.^  ((nard  to  U:b«-a/l  thn 
Saint  in  prisfin,  with  an  onlfrr  to  \trtu'/  bin  b«*n/f  iri  a 
charger  and  prei^f^nt  ir  to  ."^alom^r,  who  d<rliv«'nr#l  if  r^i  ht-r 
mother.  St.  J«*ronH;  nrlafim  ibat  tUf.  iur\n\in  lb-.rrwlia< 
made  it  her  inhuman  pawinif:  to  pn':k  thf*  <a/rnrr|  r«iri{(fm 
with  a  bodkin.  Thus  fli«-*J  rli#-  jfnr.if  fonTiirir>«r  '»f  our 
blessed  Saviour,  alitfut  two  \irart  and  thr««-  tut,ut)i^.  ,\tit^r 
his  entrance  u  I  Mm  bii  piibli':  miriifrr}.  a^^tnf  .i  ^'-ar  t^'f/irn 
the  death  of  nur  bl»".v»«:^i  }UnU-t:tu*-r 

Reflection. — All  tb»?  bi;:b  trni'rir^  with  ■A),i'u  ■»?  Johri  waft 
favoreil  .sprantr  from  bi.i  lirimiiiry  :  \u  rhn  ;ill  hi--.  ofh«?r 
virtues  w»'re  foiin<l«r<l.  If  \n#*  cI^-ip:  tof'irrn  /Hjr><'l'<«-4  lijiori 
so  jLrreat  a  mo* lei.  w»r  iiiii.^f,  alyr.*-  all  fhiri(f«i.  I;i^i'/r  fo  lay 
the  i>ame  d***'ri  foundation. 

August  30.     ST.  ROSE  OF  LIMA. 

*3^HIS  lovf-ly  tiowi-r  of  .-aii/:tify.  th«*  hr-f  r;inoiii/iTil  >airit 
^^  of  thf*  New  World,  wa-i  Jj«ini  at  Ijma  in  I'»n#5.  .Shu 
wa?  chri.strn#-<J  IsaU'l.  but  the  li«*auty  rif  b«-r  infant  fa<:e 
ear::«l  for  b#-r  the  title  of  Ros*?,  which  she  ever  aftirr  iKjre. 
A.K  a  child,  while  ntill  in  the  cradle,  her  f^ilence  under  a 
painful  surgical  operation  proved  the  thirst  fov  t^udv.Txtv^ 
aJreadf  ooMuumiag  ber  heart.     At  an  earV^  a%|e  ^Vk«  v^tfdL 


aertjee  lo  aupport  hn  impo<reniii«d  pareafs,  mad  wtu^at 
for  Um^u  daj  sod  oii^hL  In  spite  of  hardaUps  uid  am- 
UriUta  her  be^aty  ripf  ned  with  inec««siBg  »ge,  and  ite 
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wns  miit'li  .111(1  iipprily  ailmireil.  From  fear  of  Tauiivsr- 
t'lil  <i(T  tiiT  liiiir.  lili.si.Twl  li.T  faw  wiih  popj^T  aiii  Lr 
hiiiiiU  wirh  liiiL.-,  Fur  fiirtlii'i-  security  she  fnrolU-J  h.T- 
self  ill  III.'  Tliii-ii  UnliT  of  St.  notniiiic.  took  St.  Catlierj:.e 
of  Sii'ii:i  :is  hiT  iiioilil,  ;iii'i  ri'iioiiWed  tier  iH-nance.  H.t 
c'll  «:(.  ;i  ijaiili-ii  lull,  her  coiifli  n  bos  of  broken  lilts. 
lljiiiiT  liiT  li;ilii[  Kiisi'  won;  a  hnir-sliirt  studilt',!  witii  ir'D 
nails,  wlijii',  i»iicc;ili>.i  by  Iht  veil,  a  silver  crown  nrmiJ 
with  iijni[y  [Kiiiiis  ciicirclod  her  head.  More  th.in  on«, 
when  .'ihc  shuiUiiTOil  at  Iho  prosi>eot  of  a  night  of  tortiif*. 
ji  v.iiee  siiiit.  "My  ccoss  wiis  yet  mort'  jiaitiful."  Vit 
mes.seii  Sai'imiieiit  sivniBil  alrmsl  her  only  foo.1.  Her  I'vf 
fur  ii  tt;is  iiueri.e.  When  the  Dutch  lli'-.'t  jirepnnil  w 
allHi'k  [lie  loivii,  |!.i..;o  look  her  place  bi'fore  ihe  tal)erD3i'>- 
Jiiul  «e[)l  Ihal  she  iviis  not  ivorthy  to  die  in  its  Jsffn.t 
All  her  siilleriiif,'s  were  »ffer.>ii   for  the  eonvet^ionof  i.^ 


nen,  and  the  thongbt  of  the  multitades  in  hell  was  ever 
before  her  eouI.     She  died  a.d.  1617,  at  the  age  of  thirty- 

Reflection. — Boee,  pure  ns  driven  snow,  iras  filled  with 
deepest  contrition  and  humility,  and  did  constant  and 
terrible  penance.  Our  sina  are  conlinual,  our  repentaiico 
paaaing,  our  contrition  slight,  our  pennnce  nothing.  How 
Kill  it  fare  vith  us  ? 

ST.  RAKER,  Anchorite. 
IOTt.  FtAEEB  waa  nobly  born  in  Ireland,  and  had  bis 
^— '  education  under  the  care  of  a  bishop  of  eminent 
sanctity  who  was,  according  to  Booie,  Coiian.  Bishop  of 
Soder  or  the  Western  Islands.  Looking  upon  all  worldly 
adTantages  as  dross,  he  left  his  country  and  friends  in  rhe 


Sower  of  hia  age,  and  with  certain  piovs  compaoious  sailed 
over  to  France,  in  quest  of  some  solitude  ia  which  he 
might  derote  himeelf  to  Ood,  unknown  to  the  rest  of  the 
worid.     Divine  ProTidence  conducted  him  to  St.  Faro,  who 


m  LiTTiA  PtCTTtKiAL  [Aiim:sr  II. 

ms  the  Bisbnp  of  Meaui,  and  pmincDt  for  sanctity.  When 
St.  Fifiker  ftddresfted  himself  to  liim,  the  preUle.  charmed 
with  the  mnrka  of  extrnordinAry  virtue  find  abilities  whiii 
he  discovered  in  this  slrnnger,  gnve  him  n  solitary  dwelling 
in  a  forest  cnlled  Breiiil,  which  whs  his  own  patrimaDf, 
two  leagues  from  Ueaux.  In  Ibis  jiliice  the  holy  anchorits 
cleared  the  ground  of  trees  and  briers,  made  himself  n cell, 
with  a  small  garden,  and  bailt  an  oralorj  in  honor  of  tlie 
Blessed  Virgin,  in  «hieli  he  epent  great  part  of  the  di 
«nd  nights  in  devout  prayer.  Be  tilled  his  garden,  i 
taboml  with  hLj  own  hands  for  his  subsistenee.  The  lih 
be  led  was  moat  austere,  and  only  necessity  or  charity  eter 
interrupted  his  exercises  of  prayer  and  heavenly  eonten- 
plnlion.  Mimy  resorted  to  hiin  for  advice,  and  the  poor 
for  relief.  But,  following  nn  inviolable  rule  among  tie 
Irish  nionkf^.  he  never  suffered  siny  woman  to  enter  the 
enclosure  of  his  hermitage.  St.  Chillen,  or  Eilian,  u 
Irishman  of  hi^h  birth,  on  his  return  from  Rome,  visited 
St.  Fiiiker.  who  was  his  kinsman,  and  having  passed  some 
time  under  his  discipline,  was  directed  by  his  advice,  ^A 
the  authority  of  ilie  bisho|)s.  to  preach  in  that  and  tbe 
neighlioring  dioceses.  This  commission  he  executed  witb 
admirable  s;inctily  and  fruit.  St.  Fiaker  died  about  tbe 
year  1(70,  on  the  30Ih  of  August. 

Reflection. — Ye  who  love  indolence,  ponfler  well  these 
words  oE  St.  Paul:  "If  any  man  will  not  work,  neiiher  lei 


August  31.— ST.  RAYMOND  NONNATUS. 
C<T.  Raymi'sii  Nonnatvs  was  born  in  Catalonia,  in  the 
^5  year  1204,  and  was  descended  of  a  genlleman's 
family  of  a  small  fortune.  In  his  childhood  he  seemed  w 
find  pleasure  only  in  his  devotions  and  serious  duties.  B'* 
father,  perceiving  in  him  ah  inclination  to  a  religious  state, 
took  him  from  school,  and  sent  him  to  take  care  of  a  ftfO 
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vfaicliiic  hkd  in  Uie  rornitiy.  TUtnniind  rrartity  (ihi>>-(yl, 
and,  m  order  tt-  rnijfy  tlie  (^pnrtniiiiy  of  hnly  tufliniiln, 
kept  the  hhtfji  LimfMilf.  und  appni  lite  timr  in  tbp  mniin- 
tains  kiid  fcircats  in  hiily  nndilAi inn  M\(i  pruvM-.  Snmit 
time  afifT.  br  ,i(iinwi  the  itcw  Ordr-r  ftf  t>ir  Ijirty  of  NfTfiy 
for  tbe  rt-dempiinn  of  mpiimi.  und  v»  admiitoil  to  hni 
|>rofeffi)>'>ii  al  Buxvilona  hy  rbc  holy  fonnrtfr.  Si.  Trtw 
XoU^iPO.  WiiLin  TWO  or  lLni'  yiar*  *ficr  his  pis^fp-fST.in, 
be  vasaeni  inlo  Barharr  « ith  a  pfinsidoraliio  txim  of  niAnrv, 


vhem  Im-  imrchaKcil,  nl  AI;:ii>rK,  llii-  lilx'rtyiif  n  nn-iil  niiiii- 

bcr  of  kI[iv<-h.     Wlii-n  nil  tliis  tn-nsiin-  w:is  ,-\\ nt.-il,  Im 

giive  hitiisi-lf  u[)  .i»  n  hiiKlntft^  for  llii>  niiiHimi  nf  '■■'Hiiipi 
otliiTs.     Ttiit)  TnnKiiniiiiiiiiiH  H.'i<>riI1i'i'  hi-rvcl  imlv  In  <'t- 

iut[icrnti!  the  MotiitmincliiiiM,  wlm  in-iitiil  liim  with  iir ni- 

mon  )i;irl>jirily.  lill,  fi-AriiiK  I<-kI  if  lie  iliiil  In  lliHr  hiiinU 
tlicy  shmild  lottu  the  miiMoni  wliJHi  wiut  !■>  Ih<  jiiiiil  fnt  Ihn 
alavea  for  whom  ho  nnnnliKil  n  liiwln){i<,  lhi>y  |{itfi>  dciIitn 
that  he  fliiould  be  truatcil  Willi  mon-  hiiinanlir.  ]1r>n'ii|inii 
he  vas  permitted  to  gu  nljnuul  alwui  the  Mraola,  whioli 


tmcting  mad  «shwb> 
t  to  be  butaWiM 


■ilteado.    Tliii  I ■!  iliil  iiM  lUwH  Jm  i«win|.i     Snlng 

I  MbeuwKMtbinduiprorperaUagMatVAnjr.lwilKHigU' 

(b«  fajMl  ret  done  nothing.  St.  BajimoihI  had  HO  nwA 
aooey  to  empio}'  in  rdauing  poor  oai^ns,  asd 
10  a  UobaminedKii  ipon  the  snbject  of  rriigioa  wwdvBk 
Be  could,  hovenr,  still  exert  bb  rodmrnca,  witb  boiMW! 
•ome  sucocsa.  or  of  dyiug  k  mwtyr  of  charily. 
tare  rv£um«d  his  former  methoil  ol  iustracting  uid  «] 
lug  both  ibe  Cbrisiiaiu  and  ih«  infideh. 
who  was  enraged,  ordered  our  Sunt  I 
tortured  and  imprison^  till  liis  nma^m  was  broagUb^ 
Boiu<.'  ri'ligioiis  meu  nf  Lt.s  Onler.  who  nt're  ^c^ni  iritb  it  bj 
6t.  Pcier.  L~[x>Q  his  return  to  S[>ain.  b«  vaa  aominaiad 
cardiii.ll  by  Pope  Gregory  IX.,  and  Ihe  Pope,  being dailr- 
003  to  have  eo  boly  a  man  about  bis  person.  oUled  bim  to 
Borne.  The  Saint  obeyeil.  but  went  no  further  thAoCar- 
doii.i,  wlit'ii  he  was  seiieii  witli  a  violeitt  fever,  irhjdi 
proved  mortal.  Ho  died  on  tbe  31st  of  Augnst,  in  the  year 
1240,  the  thirty-seventh  of  his  age. 

Reflection.— Thb  Saint  gave  not  only  his  substance  but 
his  liberty,  and  even  eiposed  himself  to  the  most  cruel 
torments  and  death,  for  the  redemption  of  captives  and  ths 
salviition  of  souls.  But  a)aa !  do  not  we,  merely  to  gratify 
onr  prodigality,  vanity,  or  aTarice,  refuse  to  give  the  supe^ 
fluous  piirt  of  our  possessions  to  the  poor,  who  for  want  o( 
it  are  perishing  with  cold  and  hunger?  Let  ns  remembei 
that  "  He  that  givetb  to  the  poor  shall  not  want." 


um  or  vat  unm. 


Baptamtwr  I.— 8T.  QILC8,  Abbot 
CS^-  GiLiS,  whose  name  bns  bceii  held  In  greitt  venera- 
i*-^  tion  for  several  agM  ia  Fnnoe  and  England,  is  snid 
to  have  been  an  Athenian  by  birth,  and  of  noblu  oxtnus 
tion.  His  extniordinar]' piety  and  learning  draw  the  ad- 
miration nf  the  world  upon  him  in  such  a  manner  that  it 
was  iropoeeiblo  for  him  to  enjoy  in  hla  own  country  that 


obscurity  and  retirement  which  was  the  chief  object  of  his 
desires  on  earth.  He  therefore  Ballet)  to  France,  mid  clioso 
a  hcrmita)(e  first  in  the  open  deflortN  nenr  tlio  mouth  of 
the  Rlione,  afterward  near  the  river  Gard,  and  lastly  in  a 
forest  in  the  ciincese  of  Nismes.  He  |)tu8cd  many  3cnrs  in 
this  close  Bolilii'ie,  living  on  wild  hert>s  or  ro^rts  and  waler, 
and  convening  only  with  Ood.  We  rend  in  his  lifo  that  ha 
was  for  si>me  time  nourisbetl  with  the  milk  of  a  hind  in  the 
fore.st,  which,  being  pursued  by  hunters,  fled  for  refuge  to 
the  Saint,  who  was  thus  discovered.  The  reputation  of  tho 
nmctity  of  this  holy  hermit  waa  maoh  increased  by  many 
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aod  he  wu  always  sm-ooiMfiil.  (Jixl  M<ri(  lilni  iitnii)  mul 
sore  trialii.  One  by  oiic  liM  I'lilltlrcn  iliml,  tmt  hi>  Imni  nil 
with  ptrtect  sul«ui*si.m  to  ilio  will  nf  (jihI.  Whfii  Mi. 
Stephen  naf  alMiil  Id  (lii>,  h«  miiiiiiioiiiil  llm  lilnlii>]«  iiiitl 
nobles,  aud  ^.ivc  ihciii  rhurtci-  ('iiii<r<iriilii|{  I  In*  I'lu'li-i'  nf  n 
Bunvsii'ir.  Ttii'ii  tioiir};<-il  lliem  In  iiiirlum  iiiiil  I'hi'i'liili  lliii 
Catholic  Chim-li.  wljicli  w.im  kmH  «»  u  Ii'inlr-i'  |.lniil  iii  lt»ii 
gary,  to  fi>lloir  justice,  hiiiiiiliiy,  hikI  oliiu'iiy,  in  Ih>  nlin- 


dient  to  the  Inws,  und  to  ahiiw  uvrr  »  ruviimiiL  nuluiilniiloil 
to  the  Holy  See.  Then,  rHisiiiK  Ijw  •■yi'M  l'iwiiril«  Iikuvhii, 
he  Baid,  "O  Que«u  of  Heaven,  auifUHt  niiliinTiif  ii  prfw- 
trate  world,  to  thy  care  I  commend  tlie  Holy  I'hiircli,  my 
people,  and  my  realm,  and  my  own  di'iiarliiiK  xunl."  And 
then,  on  his  favorite  feast  ot  the  Assnniiitiun,  a.d.  IOUK,  he 
died  ill  [teace. 

Reflection,— "  Our  duly,"  say§  Father  Newman.  "  In  In 
follow  the  Vicar  of  Clirist  whither  he  goeth.  and  ncv«r  li> 
desert  him,  however  we  may  be  tried  ;  but  to  defend  him 
at  all  hazards  and  against  all  comers,  ss  a  son  ^q>]\A,  % 






JBKZ        "" 

'■'" 

"^ 

■   mai  I 

'  ' 

■*■' 

■■■ 

III  1 

pu^rv<i  bifr  ■"[luuiiA,  ^intl  tzmmtl  e&ihil  w.ch  enfrv  surk 
>f  r»c«<it.  satviA.  iit«>>ca^  witu  *  ounTc  »  <ii;acli.  a  twar 
if:<r.  -T3S  Liirl  l=  rhi>  mow  MOib  wkh  her  f^iiciilulwmnt. 
i<  «A^-J  3d  :hi;  if^^  ■MIIC3TT  uwK  WW  »  i.'hiu-.-li  ai  BiMB* 

RcSrctidB. — Ch;s;i;is  euarage  b«ius  n''ui;toc  to  >?ur  fjkitb. 
" i;  wi  f:-t^iii^  is  ;cw  faith.  xr-.-anJetl.  j:d  wcd«d.  aod 


r  4 ST.  ROSALIA,  Viriin. 

f*^  fnxD  ChAri-^niaiT].?.  Sue  wjs  K'm  si  tV.crmo  in 
EfeflT,  and  dc^uiD^  :::  ter  voucti  vi>riUlv  v^ttint^,  iua>h!> 
hcndf  an  abole  in  31  cave  on  M>>unc  Pele^iitiv  thrw  miW* 
bom  hlemo,  wtitre  rfi*  wmpleCeJ  t\w  sji-ntkv  i>(  hvr 
bean  to  God  bj  aiurere  [v::.-tui.v  lod  B);inu.tl  Uivr,  mutt- 
led  by  assMlav-iu  pniTer  &nJ  cht-  i-iiiijunt  uiiioti  of  lit- r  «out 
vith  God.  She  d:t^  in  1[4<>.  Kor  Uxiy  «;i«  fMiiiut  t'urtisl 
m  B  gm  aadtT  th':^  m-xntain.  in  thi-  ye:ir  of  tl'.r  Jut>il<>\ 
latS,  imder  P->f}  I'rUin  VIH.,  and  wait  cntnsl^iuil  into  ttio 
Dctropoliian  ch4(vh  of  P.t'enuo.  of  uhivh  slio  Ma*  olit>tU'U 
K  patroDMd.  !•>  h*r  [>atn.>uaji>  thai  island  ascritn-ji  llio 
oeuin^  of  a  prlrTooi  p«siiIcnoe  at  the  *aiiii>  tim>'. 

St.  R<fE  tT  VnTHBC.  who  is  hinioivd  .111  this  »atni>  djy. 
was  bom  i:i  the  sprins;  of  1344.  a  time  whi-n  Fnsloni'k  11. 
was  ofipRrssin;  t';e  Cluirvh  and  many  were  faitlili-w  to  thi» 
HoIySii',  Tlie  infant  at  once*t>'iniil  filKit  willi  S""""  ;  "  "h  . 
tottprinitfit't-iihc^iiii^lit  Joinism  llij  liilfniui-li'.  k1h>  km-U 
befiTW  s;ti'n;  i  ima^-j,  she  li.flfiied  tn  pioiw  mlk,  n'luiniii); 
■II  abe  heard,  and  this  wht-n  she  wiis  wsinvly  ihnv  yeura 
4d(I.  r»tie  ciiarse  habii  eovered  her  tic.'ih  ;  faxlii  and  di.-)- 
ciptines  wpre  her  deli-ht.  To  di-ri-iid  thi»  Church's  riijlilH 
x-as  ti'?r  burning  wish,  and  fur  ibid  she  received  bet  nxuaiuw 
Irotn  the  iiotbcr  ol  God,  wbogaw  her  tho  FranGUG&VL\vg&»\, 


d  to  ^  fortb  And  ptraclt.  Whm  banE; 
.  Bum  Npnt  (lo«ii  tn  the  grablic  ^njirr  tl 
1  VfkiD  Ihe  inhnlilixnU  i<>  I>o  fniihfol  in  tto 


fear  ;»iul  ;iiio'r.  ilmvc  licr  fn>i 
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to  Kmv  aiul  Itif  c-nisc  iif  Gixi  ■ 
til  a  liiil"  f.'U  ;H  ViUT'"!,  nm)  prepiirvU  in  soUtmle  for  ber 
ftiJ,  Slie  .lioii  in  liiT  oijihlwulli  year.  Sm  it»ii»  aft«. 
sill-  iipiTO.iD'il  ill  plorj-  tn  Ali'xnniitT  IV..  niul  bade  bim 
imiwIiHi'  kiT  IhmIv.  !!.■  fmiriil  it  ns  the  vision  liwl  stU. 
l.iit  rrai,Taiit  iiii.l  U'niiliftil.  in  if  still  in  life. 

ReSEclion.  — R.«e  liveil  hut  spvfii[t«>n  yonis,  saTt^l  liif 
Chureli's  cause,  and  tlitil  a  Saint.  VTv  hnvt^  livivl,  p.Tliap*- 
laufli  !i>rigf-r,  ami  yet  wilii  wlml  n-siill  (  Evpry  niiiiiii" 
fiOinet\ii.Qi;  can  be  done  for  Guii     Let  us  be  up  anil  JuiDf 


September  5.-ST.  LAURENCE  JUSTINIAN. 

E  tnjm  a  cljiltl  longwl  to  be  ii  Snint ;  niid  whon 
LH  nliictcou  j'l-nTB  of  age  there  wiia  granted  to 
k  ft  xUlon  of  Itie  Eternal  Wisdom.     All  eartlilj-  things 
"  1  lib  eyes  before  tUo  ineffable  baiuly  nf  this  sight. 
I  il  faded  auay  a  void  wns  left  in  his  tiiKin  which 
\  Gud  could  till.     Refusing  iLe  offer  uf  a  bi'iltiitnt 
>,  be  fiwi  aeerotly  from  his  home  nt  Venice,  und 
le  Oanuns  ib>gu)nr  of  St.  Georgo.     Que  by  one  h»  -j 
]  every  nnturnl  instinct  whicli  couM  bar  his  unioa 
"  1  LoVe.     Whfitl  LAUteiice  first  entered  religion,  a     ' 
I  wunt  to  dissunde  bim  from  the  folly  of  thus     ' 
5  every  unrtlily  prospect.     The  young  monk  lia- 
icntly  in  turn  to  his  friend's  atfcetionnte  appeal, 


Kont,  and  viotent  abate.  Calmly  and  kindly  he  then  re. 
jdied.  He  pointed  oat  the  shortness  of  life,  the  uncertainty 
of  e«thly  h^ipineM,  and  the  incomparable  superiority  of 
tlw  pxln  he  might  to  any  his  friend  had  named.    The 


UflTL*  ncTOHui.  fcEPTvaatk 

Doblemaa  eouid  luak*  no  aoBver ;   he  felt  in  tntb  iWj 
Lvtroice  was  viw.  himself  lh«  fonL     He  left  tii«  w 
becMne  ft  teUov-Dovioe  wiih  the  Saint,  and  hia  hoi;  df 
bore  ever;  mArk  thitt  he  loo  had  secured  the  t 
wbiirfa  neier  fall.     As  euperior  and  ns  general, 
eularstd  and  streDgrheQed  his  Order,  aod  as  bi^op  ol 
tUoceae,  in  spite  of  slander  and  ineuU.  thomnghl;  Kton 
hia  see.     HU  leal  led  to  hia  being  appointed  ths  fi: 
a«h  of  Venice,  but  he  remained  eyer  iu  heaK  «»d  B 
an  humble  priest,  tliirsting  for  tlie  sight  of  hearon.    At  1 
length  theeternalvision  began  todnn-n.     "  Are  yon  lajinS 
m  bed  of  feathera  for  me  V  he  said.     '•  Not  so ;  mj  Lori    I 
was  stretched  on  a  hard  and  painful  tree."    Wd  upon 
the  straw,  he  exclaimed  in  rupture,  '■  Good  Jesus.  b(Jio]il 
I  come.'"     He  died  a.d,  1435,  aged  seventy-four. 

Reflection.— A.sk  St.  I^arence  to  vouchsafe  yon  sucli  » 
sense  of  the  sufficiency  of  God  that  yon  too  may  fly  to  Him 
and  Ix-  nt  rest. 

September  6.-ST.  ELEUTHERIUS,  Abbot 

'tt'  Mi iNDERFi'L simplicity  and  spirit  of  eonipunctionw 
fji^  iliedisiinguialiing  virlnesof  this  holy  man.  Ha*«* 
chosen  abbot  of  St.  Mark's  near  S[K)leto,  and  faTored  bj 
Gotl  with  tlie  gift  of  inirades.  A  child  who  was  poasossrf 
by  the  lievil,  being  delivered  by  being  educated  i) 
aslery,  the  abUtt  said  one  day  :  "Since  the  child  is  among 
the  servanta  of  God,  the  devil  dares  not  approach  h 
Thtae  words  seemed  to  savor  of  vanity,  and  thereupon  th* 
devil  again  entered  and  tormented  the  child.  The  abbot 
humbly  confessed  his  faulty  and  fasted  and  prayed  with  Vt 
whole  commiinily  till  the  child  was  again  freed  from  1^ 
tyranny  of  the  fiend.  St.  Gregory  the  Great  not  being nl^ 
to  fast  on  £ast«r-evo  on  account  of  extreme  weakness,  en- 
gaged this  Saint  to  go  with  him  to  the  church  of  St.  An- 
drew's and  put  up  hia  pntyera  to  God  for  his  health,  thll  ! 


■■FTucHKa  7.]        Lim  or  thb  unm.  M7 

he  might  join  the  faithful  in  ttut  eolemn  pntotloe  of  pen- 
ftnoe.  Elentherins  prayed  with  numj  tcan,  and  the  Pope, 
ooming  out  of  the  chuicli,  found  his  breast  saddenlf 
strengthened,  bo  that  he  was  enabled  to  perform  the  fast 
•B  he  desired.    St.  Elsutherius  raised  a  dead  man  to  life. 


Seeigniiig  his  abbacy,  he  died  iti  St.  Andrew's  monastery 
in  Home,  about  the  year  58.1. 

Reflection. — "Appear  not  to  men  to  fast,  but  to  thy 
J^ther  Who  is  in  heaven,  and  thy  Father,  Who  seeth  in 
•oeret,  He  will  repay  theo." 

September  7.— ST.  CLOUD,  Confessor. 
^^T,  Cutt'i)  m  the  first  and  most  illuslrious  Saint  among 
^^"-^  the  priiiues  of  the  royal  family  of  the  first  race  in 
^XHnce.  He  was  son  of  Chlodomir,  King  of  Orleans,  the 
^'^cet  son  of  St.  Clotilda,  and  was  bom  in  S22.  He  was 
*CKn!e  three  years  old  when  his  father  wits  killed  in  Bur- 
BUiidy  ;  but  fats  grandmother  Clotilda  brought  u^  \i.\m  b.tA 
^fc   two  brothers  si  Paris,   and  loved  them    fti\.reTBA3, 


.(^ 
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tnd  ez&mple.  He  was  indefatigable  in  instructing  and  ex- 
lotting  the  people  of  the  neighboring  country,  and  piously 
inded  bis  dajs  about  the  year  060. 

Reflection. — Let  ns  remember  that  "  Iho  just  shall  live 
tor  evennore  ;  thej'  shall  receive  a  kingdom  of  glorj-,  and  a 
erown  of  beanty  at  the  hand  of  the  Lord." 

Saptomber  S.-THE  NATIVITY  OF  THE  BLESSED 
VIRGIN. 
ig'HB  birth  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary  announced  joy 
^^  and  the  near  npproach  of  salvation  to  the  lost 
worid.  Mary  was  brought  forth  in  the  world  not  like  other 
children  of  Adam,  infecled  wiih  the  loaihsiimc  contagion 
of  sin,  but  pure,  holy,  beautiful,  and  glorious,  .idoriied 


with  all  ihc  most  |)rcciyiia  graces  which  t>ecanie  her  who 
was  chosen  lo  lie  the  Mother  of  Goil.  She  appeared  indeed 
in  the  weak  :<late  of  our  mortality  ;  but  in  the  eye^  of 
Heaven  she  already  tmiisce'ided  the  highest  wca'^\\  \vv 
piiritj,  brigbtnpss,  and  the  richest  omainQiita  ot  ft;n.<^-    \^ 


I 


[> 

we  celebrate  the  birthdays  of  the  great  ones  of  ihis  rank, 
how  ought  we  to  rejoice  in  that  of  the  Vii^  Slary,  pre- 
Muting  to  Gixl  the  best  homage  of  our  praises  and  thints- 
giving  for  ihe  groat  mercies  He  has  shown  in  her.  and  ii 
ploring  her  mediatioa  with  her  Son  in  onr  behalf  I  Chrisl 
will  not  reject  the  sHpplicationa  of  liia  mother,  irhom  He 
was  pleitaed  to  obey  whilst  on  earth.  Her  love,  earr.  snd 
underneaa  for  Him,  the  UUe  and  qualities  which  she  bctn, 
the  charity  and  graces  with  which  she  ia  adorned,  and  tie 
crown  of  glory  with  which  she  is  honored,  muat  incliiw  ffim 
rpadily  to  receive  her  reeommenda lions  and  peiiii.ins. 

THE  FESTIVAL,  ON  THE  SUNDAr  WfTHlN  THE 

OCTAVE  OF  HER  NATIVITY,  OF  THE    HOLY 

NAME  OF  MARY. 


©" 


iiv,il  ivnsjiiiiHiiiitoii  111  l',.i».  Innwt'ii 
ilic  f.iiihfiil  niJty  l)e  ciilkfl  iij,„u  in  a 
nil  to  (i(Hi,  tliiou^h  the  i 


the  Blessed  Wtgiw,  \\\e  vionyssiiies  of   His  flmrch.  .ind  r.. 
return  Him  tVi(i,uV&  I'it  ^\as^'^'^'^'**\^'*-*K-'-'>av.-«}A.-^M.inkT- 
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less  mercies.  What  gave  occasion  to  the  institution  of  this 
feast  was  a  solemn  thanksgiving  for  the  relief  of  Vienna 
when  it  was  besieged  by  the  Turks  in  1688.  If  we  desire 
to  deprecate  the  divine  anger,  justly  provoked  by  our  sins, 
with  our  prayers,  we  must  join  the  tears  of  sincere  com- 
punction with  a  perfect  conversion  of  our  manners.  The 
first  grace  we  should  always  beg  of  Qod  is  that  He  will 
bring  us  to  the  disposition  of  condign  penance.  Our  sup- 
plications for  the  divine  mercies,  and  our  thanksgivings  for 
benefits  received,  will  only  thus  be  rendered  acceptable. 
By  no  other  means  can  we  deserve  the  blessing  of  God,  or 
be  recommended  to  it  by  the  patronage  of  His  holy  mother. 
To  the  invocation  of  Jesus  it  is  a  pious  and  wholesome 
practice  to  join  our  application  to  the  Blessed  Virgin,  that, 
through  her  intercession,  we  may  more  easily  and  more 
abundantly  obtain  the  effects  of  our  petitions.  In  this 
sense  devout  souls  pronounce,  with  great  affection  and  con- 
fidence, the  holy  names  of  Jesus  and  Mary. 

September  9.~ST.  OMER,  Bishop. 

gf  T.  Omeb  was  bom  toward  the  close  of  the  sixth  cen- 
^^  tury,  in  the  territory  of  Constance.  His  parents, 
who  were  noble  and  wealthy,  gave  great  attention  to  his 
education,  but,  above  all,  strove  to  inspire  him  with  a  love 
for  virtue.  Upon  the  death  of  his  mother  he  entered  the 
monastery  of  Luxen,  whither  he  persuaded  his  father  to 
follow  him,  after  having  sold  his  worldly  goods  and  dis- 
tributed the  proceeds  among  the  poor.  The  father  and  son 
made  their  religious  profession  together.  The  humility, 
obedience,  mildness,  and  devotion,  together  with  the  ad- 
mirable purity  of  manners,  which  shone  forth  in  every 
action  of  St.  Omer,  distinguished  him  among  his  saintly 
brethren,  and  he  was  soon  called  from  his  solitude  to  take 
charge  of  the  government  of  the  Church  m  T«tQ\i«i2^^. 
The  greater  pari  of  those  living  in  bis  dioc«M  ^«tA  ^^^ 


pagniis,  ttiid  even  Ihe  few  Christians  were,  through  » 
scarcily  o(  priests,  fallen  inio  a  sad  corraption  of  manDcre. 
The  great  and  difficult  wort  of  their  coDversioa  was  K- 
sorved  for  St,  Oraer,  The  lioly  bishop  n^^lied  hiiDEelf  to 
Ilia  task  with  such  eeal  that  in  a  short  time  his  diocese  bt- 


BLESSED  PETER   CLA.ER. 


^' TV'IrV'Vr':  iJ!' hv'w"'\','^'''' 


U-si   luai.->,  AuA  vVew  v.: 
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the  salvation  of  those  ignorant  and  miserable  croatures. 
For  more  than  forty  years  be  labored  in  tbia  work.  H« 
called  bimself  "the  slave  of  the  slaves."  He  was  their 
aposile,  father,  physician,  and  friend.  He  fed  them, 
nursed  them  with  the  utmost  tenderness  in  their  loathsome 
diseases,  often  applying  his  own  lips  to  their  hideous  sores. 
His  cloalf,  which  wus  the  constant  covering  of  the  naked, 
thongh  soiled  with  their  filthy  ulccra,  sent  forth  a  miracu- 
lous perfume.  Uis  rest  after  hia  great  labors  was  in  nlghta 
of  penance  and  prayer.  However  tired  he  might  be,  when 
news  'arrived  of  a  fres-h  jlave-ship.  Blessed  Peter  immedi- 
ately revived,  his  eyes  brightened,  and  he  was  at  once  on 
board  amongst  his  dear  slavts.  bringing  them  comfort  for 
body  and  soul,  A  fiilse  charge  nf  reiterating  Baptism  tor  a 
while  slopped  his  work.  He  submitted  trithout  a  murmur 
till  the  ciilumny  was  refuted,  and  then  God  so  blessed  his 
toil  that  40,000  negroes  were  baptized  before  he  ncnt  to 
his  rcwani,  in  1654. 

Reflection. — When  you  see  any  one  standing  in  need  of 
your  assistance,  either  for  body  or  soul,  do  not  ask  yourself 
why  some  one  else  did  not  help  him,  but  think  to  ymirsclf 
that  you  have  f<mnd  a  trcaanre. 

September  10.— ST.  NICHOLAS  OF  TOLENTINO. 
*j7>oa>"  in  answer  to  the  prayer  of  a  holy  motlier,  and 
r*^  vowed  before  his  birth  to  the  service  of  God,  Nicho- 
las never  lost  his  baptismal  innocence.  His  ansteriliea 
were  conspicuous  even  in  the  juistere  Order— the  Hermits 
of  St.  Angiiatine— to  which  he  Ijelorij.'ed,  and  to  the  romon- 
strances  which  were  made  by  his  superiors  he  only  ri-]>liiKi, 
"How  can  I  be  said  to  fast,  white  every  morning  at  the 
altar  I  n'ci'ive  my  Gcni  i "  He  conceived  an  ardent  charily 
for  the  ;ioly  -Souls,  so  near  and  yet  so  far  from  llieir 
Saviour;  and  often  after  hia  Mass  it  w.is  revcivlcA  Vo  \\msi 
that  the  souls  tor  whom  ho  had  offered  l\ie  W'A-j  ^iukvAt* 


t  ricTToaiu. 


ud  been  mdmitted  to  the  preBeooe  at  God,  Amidst  tni 
OTiDg  labors  for  God  Aod  man,  be  was  luumted  bj  leu  it 
Ilia  on-u  8infutn«aa.     "The  heavens,"  said  be,  "an  art 


[Hire  ill 
u  sinful 

!.■  siclil 

.f  ITitti  Whom  1  si-rve  :  liow  rhen  shiill  1. 
id  livf-rt-  Him?"     As  hf  pondered  on 

Hicse  Ihi 

lus,  Miir 

.  iIk'  yiip™  of  all  Saints,  appeared  he- 

fore   liiiii 

■■  F.-a 

not.  Nidiolas,"  she  said,  "all  is  well 

wilh  Vi.u 

niv  S.U 

U'His  von  ill  His  Heart,  and  I  am  vour 

pniii\'t  lo 

,■■    Tho 

hjs  soul  w;is  Jit  rest  :  and  he  heard,  w^ 
ivliich  IliP  ariKi'ls  siiij;  in  the  presence  of 

their 


llr  -iie. 


r  HI, 


1310. 


ReSection  — W.mUi  y.iii  die  the  death  of  the  jrist  f  therr 
is  only  line  nay  l.isec-nti'  ihe  fulfilmoni  of  yourn-i,<li.  Livf 
the  life  of  ih.'  jiist.  For  it  is  ini|K>ssii)le  thai  one  wlw  ha* 
been  f;iithful  to  (ioii  in  life  should  wake  a  bad  or  .in  un- 
happy etui. 


LiTBS  or  TRS  uum. 


Ssptomber  II.— ST.  PAPHNUTIU8,  BIchop. 
^3^  BE  holy  confesBor  Paphnatins  was  an  Egjptian,  and 
^— '  after  having  spent  several  yean  in  the  desert,  nndar 
the  direction  of  the  great  St.  Antonj,  waa  made  bishop  In 
Upper  Thebaia.  He  was  one  of  thoee  confessors  who,  nnder 
the  tp»nt  Mazimin  Daia,  lost  their  right  eye,  and  weie 
afterward  sent  to  work  in  the  mines.  Peace  being  restored 
to  the  Church,  Paphnutius  retnmed  to  his  flock.  The 
Arian  heresy  being  broached  in  Egypt,  he  was  one  of  the 
most  zealona  in  defending  the  Catholio  faith,  and  for  his 
eminent  sanctity  and  ttie  glorious  title  of  confessor  (or  one 
who  had  confessed  the  Faith  before  the  pers^utors  and 
onder  torments)  was  highly  considered  in  the  great  Council 
of  Nice.     Constantine  the  Oreat,  during  the  celebration  of 


that  sj-nod,  sometimes  conferred  privately  with  him  in  hia 
palace,  and  never  dismissed  bim  without  kissing  respect- 
fully the  place  which  had  once  held  the  eye  he  had  lost  for 
the  Faith.     St.  Papbuutius  remained  al'ne.^&'vaa.c^aHtxnano. 


ufTrn^  in  Ok.  ^Amn  Mwy  *ma4  tanck  the  KKitn  jurt  irf 

ihM  Mwaihlv  u  V  f  nrfM*!  i  Atttu.     Sming  MuiffliK, 

ita  tianu  M  Un  oat,  and  taid  bai  be  ntolii  not  ra  tkal 

mi;  «^lu.).<«n.Uu-«HM«iHbM.bf-ifidt4«DC»artlwFkU 

sliHoU!  hr«bw«^  md  n^nwid  vftmt  \ty  jrrsms  ■wha 'in 

i1-wT>i  - '  ^  T^j-lrrrlr".  til  hitt  totw  nanilj  iu  Uiu  numui 

Itenvrxlnct  n Hw  mil  ^Sipttmhtr. 

Reflrc-..Dc  — Jf  i-i  fiphl  Tnr  frsr  cvxiiiliT  be  gloriole,  "U 

SiTTcr 


i:.-ST.  COY    OF  ANDERLECHT, 


tiTitfii.  w  II  U'Wl,     Hv  ftJTjVtJ  j(i  Ijitk.t.-  '-.^■;>r  Hr>i!v«{^.  and 


\i.5  tvA  ■.!".  VmA-Xi*  ■^ 


H 


BBPTKHBER  18.]  LIVEB  or  TSB  lAIBTS. 


lecht,  in  his  own  country.     As  be  died,  n  light  shone  round 
him,  and  a  voice  was  beard  proclaiming  bis  eternal  reward. 


Reflection.— Ji-siiH  was  only  nine  mouths  in  the  womb  of 
Mary,  tbrt-e  hours  on  the  cross,  three  days  in  Ilie  sepnl- 
chre.  bur  Tie  is  always  in  the  tjtljeriincle.  Iioes  onr  rever- 
ence Ijefore  Him  !)car  witness  to  ibis  mosi  blefsed  truth  ? 

S«ptember  13.^ST.  EULOCIUS,  Patriarch  of  Alexandria. 

<~Jt.  EiLnciL's  was  a  Syrian  by  birtb,  .ind  while  young 
}*— '  embraced  the  monastic  state  in  that  country.  The 
Eutychian  heresy  had  thrown  the  Cburchos  of  Syria  and 
Egj'pt  into  mucli  confuBion,  and  a  great  part  of  the  monks 
of  Syria  were  at  that  time  become  remarkable  for  their 
loose  morals  and  errors  against  faith.  Etilogius  learned 
from  tbe  fall  of  others  lo  stand  more  watchfully  and  firmly 
upon  his  guard,  and  was  not  less  distinguished  by  the 
innocence  and  sanctity  of  his  manners  tlian  by  the  puril]' 
of  his  doctrine.  Having,  by  an  enlarged  pursuit  of  learn- 
ing, attained  lo  a  great  variety  ol  U3etu\Vaoii\«ii)k%«  V^ 'Oda 
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■'.    \  -s  l^t  ) 

-.5  a:;.t  the  rlon- 
10  m3t:h  :□  ifc«» 

«r  Ite  betjr aad  pnoOB* niie,  tbax  this fc«i*d  Data ^ 
yml  cctaarioa,  at»d  wm  itrTotad  witb  *  higlivdawM 

«t  wtewntty.  Tbe  feMt  oC  the -rndns'ncikmqH 
iMtttllad,  iiiiBciBi>i7oribediKnTCt7Bafetrft.&lM. 
aad  ilMt  o(  tfao  "  CutuHon  "  WW  RMmd  i»«rfAi*  iti 
IrlniBptw  or  Htmi-lintt.  The  greauvt  powBr«Ca»Oi^i 
*  vdtM  vu  bI  tbai  IUm  iwDimd  in  ibe  fia||inaf-lbfcXi^- 
aiid  «u  *ngiag  towArd  iis  ruin,  when  God  int.Brtk  Si< 
bmod  ta  MTQ  it :  Ihe  re-cstkUishnwiit  of  lb*  amAJm- 
nlrm  wiu  ibo  snre  pledge  thereof.  Tliis  gmt  anot  m- 
curtv'!  Ill  0™9. 

Reflfclion  -llTCin  is.  toinn!  ()i.- nw.u.pli^hmrul  ■>( 'ti 
Si.V]..iir'-  rt'.rt-  ■■If  [  )«■  liflv'i  uj,  fri.ni  thf  ran li.  1  » ' I' 
.Ir:i»  .111  tl,>i>.-.  I-.  U>-.'lf." 

September  15.     ST.  CATHERINE  OF  GENOA. 

^6     .  MM-  h..,l  i.s  :i  >'\uhi  r,.j...i.-.i  T}..  >,,lk--i.K..ii-  ■■;  ■  ^ 


rd'.e    I 


iii,-s<if  hi-riifo.iiul  oM 


iiLtrln 


Iirav.T  Tlnxliiiriiy  with  wliioli  slnMii'v,.tv.I  li.Ts,'lf  i-;i" 
siTviw  of  ilii'  luisjiiiiils,  uiul.Trakiiii,'  [1,,.  viUv-t  ..f.'ffi.-* 
with  joy.  iiuIucM  iK-r  liiislmii.l  li.  iviiiciui  Ijis  -'vil  «;.-.. -':"i 
ho.lir.i'i.eiiili-iii.  Hit  Irtojo  fortiluil,'  w:,.?  jii?!;.iN-Tl  V 
(hi?  .•iMistiiiit  ilunii:1u  of  till-  Holy  SiiiiU.  wltL-ce  .-ufi^-r.-?  , 
were  revfiiloil  U^  bcr,  .imi  whose  slate  sln'  ii:is  d^'SiTili^i .: 
.1  treatise  U\\\  i>^  \m''as>,>\\\'^  ■»!\^-.-nu,    A  long  an.i  jr.-:t"-=    I 


^ 


UTB8  or  THX  unrre. 


feet  her  union  with  God,  till,  worn  out  in  body  and  puri- 
fled  in  soul,  she  breathed  her  last  on  September  14,  1510. 


Reflection— The  constant  thought  of  purgatory  will  help 
us  not  only  to  escnpe  its  dreadful  pains,  but  also  lo  avoid 
the  least  imperfection  which  hiiidprs  our  iipproaeh  lo  God. 


S«pt«mb«r  16.— ST.  CYPRIAN,  Bishop,  Martyr. 

aypRUN  \ius  an  African  of  noble  birth  but  of  evil  life, 
a  ji'igan,  and  a  teacher  of  rlictoric.  In  middle  life 
he  was  converted  to  Christianity,  and  shortly  atter  his 
baptism  was  ordained  priest,  and  made  Bishop  of  Ctrlbigs, 
notu'ithstanding  his  rcsisinnce.  When  the  persecution  of 
Dccius  broke  out.  lie  fled  from  his  episcopal  city,  thafhe 
might  be  the  better  able  to  minister  to  the  wants  of  his 
floek,  but  returned  on  occasion  of  a  pestilence.  Later  ou 
lie  was  banished,  and  saw  in  a  vision  his  future  martyr- 
dom. Being  recalled  from  exile,  aentwce  of  death  was 
pronounced  against  him,  which  he  receiied  vWii  \b«  -vut^ 
"Thanks  be  to  Ood."    His  great  de^ic  «w  lo  d.\« 'n'^'^^ 


•  Cilik  of  Cbriat,  and  faehadlte 
nded    ftt   his   taartfidoB  tif 
~  D  M-sa  tMbeadod  on  tltt 


SL-ivini:  is  liwlared  bolbb] 
iir.\  U-c-ms,.  it  riows  from 
us  of  i]..i(iirio(,theraas"f 
r..'vt>Iaii.jii,  ill  ni.-inr  .ipwJii 
I..'  pr-Hvpr  of  (livmv  ehaniv 
or  Ills  oivu  saki'.  anil  our 


September  17. -Sr.  LAMBERT,  Bishop,  Martyr. 
r.   LiMiitiiT  h:is  a  iiiirivf  ..f   MaosiricM.     His  faJfifr 
hilnisi,..!    bLs    e.Iu.-;Hi.j[i    to    th..'    li,..li-   Bi.'h.ip  Si. 
TlieoiiarJ.  and  tiw  v\\»X  ^i»iA  \fta.\\  iwing  as&.issinat<-d.  Lam- 
bert was  cbOSttt  \>\i  sviO^e^i*'!-      K  \t-ss^.\ijSsiQ.\B.valc.-w.ual 


@ 
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ich  overturned  the  Idagdom  of  AostrtiBia,  oar  Saint  wm 
lished  from  his  see  on  account  of  his  devotion  to  his 
ereign.  He  retired  to  the  monastery  of  Stavelo,  and 
■re  obeyed  the  rule  as  strictly  as  the  youngest  novice  could 
re  done.  One  instance  will  suffice  to  show  with  how 
'feet  a  sacrifice  of  liimself  he  devoted  his  heart  to  serve 
d.  As  lie  wu  rising  one  night  in  winter  to  his  private 
rotions,  he  happeoed  to  let  fall  his  wooden  sandal  or 
)per.  The  abbot,  without  asking  who  had  caused  tho 
lae,  gave  orders  that  the  offender  should  go  and  pray  be- 
e  the  cross,  which  stood  before  the  chureh  door.  Lam- 
t,  without  making  any  answer,  went  out  as  he  was, 
refoot,  and  covered  only  with  his  hair  shirt ;  and  in  this 
iditjon  he  prayed,  kneeling  before  the  cross,  where  he 
B  found  some  hours  after.    At  the  sight  of  the  holy 


■hop  the  abbot  and  the  monks  fell  on  the  groand  and 
led  his  pardon.  **  Qod  forgive  yon,"  said  he,  "  for 
Aking  you  stand  in  need  of  pahloD  tot  t\uK  BA\^SQ.  ^ 
-  myself,  ia  it  not  in  cold  and  nakedncaK  tbsX,  «aa(»4^»% 
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to  St.  PbdI,  I  am  to  tame  my  flesh  and  to  serre  Godt" 
While  St.  Lambert  enjoyed  tlie  quiet  of  holy  retirement,  h( 
wept  to  see  the  greatest  part  of  the  churches  of  France 
Iftid  waste.  In  the  mean  time  the  political  clouds  began 
to  break  away,  and  lAmbert  was  restored  to  his  see,  bat 
his  teaX  in  suppressing  the  many  and  notorious  disordeis 
whicli  cxisled  in  bis  diocese  led  to  his  assassination  on  tbe 
17th  of  September,  709. 

Reflection.— How  noble  and  heroic  is  tbis  virtue  of  forti- 
tude !  how  necessary  for  every  Christian,  especially  for  a 
pastor  of  souls,  that  neither  worldly  views  nor  fears  may 
ever  in  Ibc  least  wariJ  his  integrity  or  blind  his  judgment! 


September  18 — ST.  THOMAS  OF  VILLANOVA. 


0' 


Austin  Friars  at  Salamanca.    Cliarles  V.  listened  to  Uim 
as  an  oracle,  and  appointed  him  Archbishop  of  Valencia 
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On  being  led  to  bis  throne  a  church,  he  poshed  the  silken 
cnshiona  aside,  and  with  tears  kissed  the  groand.  His  flnt 
visit  was  to  the  prison ;  the  sum  with  which  the  chapt«r 
presented  him  for  his  palace  was  devoted  to  the  publio 
hospital.  As  a  child  he  had  given  his  meal  to  the  poor, 
ttnd  two  thirds  of  bis  episcopal  revenues  were  now  annnallj 
spent  in  alms.  He  daily  fed  five  hundred  needy  persons, 
brought  np  himself  the  orphans  of  the  city,  and  sheltered 
the  neglected  foundlings  with  a  mother's  care.  During  his 
eleven  years'  episcopate  not  one  poor  maiden  was  married 
without  an  nlma  from  the  Saint.  Spurred  by  his  example, 
the  rich  and  the  selflah  became  liberal  and  generous ;  and 
when,  on  the  Nativity  of  Our  Lady,  a.d.  1005,  St.  Thomas 
came  to  die.  he  was  well-nigh  the  only  poor  man  in  bis  see. 
Reflection.— "Answer  mc,  0  sinner!"  St.  Thomas  would 
Bay,  "  nhftt  can  jou  purchase  with  your  money  better  or 
more  necessary  than  the  redemption  of  your  sins  ?" 

September  19.— ST.  JANUARIUS,  Martyr. 

ffiANT  centuries  ago,  SI.  Januariiis  die*l  for  the  Faith 
in  iho  )>ersecution  ol  I>iocletia[i,  and  to  this  day 
God  confirms  the  faith  of  His  Church,  and  works  a  con- 
tinnal  miracle,  tbroiigh  (he  blood  which  Jnnnarius  shed  for 
Him.  The  Saint  was  Bishop  of  Bencventum,  and  on  one 
oocasioii  he  travelled  to  Misenum  in  order  to  vi.sit  a  deacon 
named  Sosius.  During  this  visit  Janunrius  saw  the  head 
of  Sosius,  who  was  singing  the  gospel  in  the  church,  girt 
with  flames,  and  took  this  for  a  sign  that  ere  long  Sosius 
would  wear  the  crown  of  martyrdom.  Bo  it  proved. 
Shortly  after  Sosius  was  arrested,  and  thrown  into  prison. 
There  St.  Jannarius  visited  and  encouraged  him,  till  the 
bishop  also  was  arrested  in  turn.  Soon  the  number  of  the 
confessors  was  swollen  by  gome  of  the  neightwring  clergy. 
They  were  exposed  to  the  wild  beasts  in  the  amphith«aJ;,ift. 
The  beasts,  however,  did  them  no  harm-,  tiTid.  aXAaiX.  "Cw 
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Ooremor  of  Campania  ordered  tlie  Sainta  to  bo  beheaded. 
Littte  did  the  heathen  goTerooT  think  that  he  whs  the  in- 
Btnunent  in  Ood'i  hand  of  usberiog  in  Uie  long  vuseeaknt- 
of  mirftoln  wluch  attest  the  faith  of  Januarins.    The  i^M 


of  St.  Jjinuariiis  rest  in  the  cathedral  of  Naples,  and  it  ia 
there  that  Iho  lii]iiefaction  of  his  blood  occurs.  The  blood 
is  congealed  in  two  gliisa  vials,  but  when  it  is  brought  neM 
the  martyr's  head  it  melts  and  (lows  like  the  blood  of  i 

Reflection. — Thank  God  Who  has  given  you  superahon- 
daiit  motives  for  your  faith  ;  and  pray  for  (be  spirit  of  (lie 
first  Christians,  the  spirit  which  exults  and  rejoices  in  bdief, 

Septsmber    20.^STS.    EUSTACHIUS    and    Companiond 
Martyrs. 

^N"nsTACHiDS,  called  Placidus  before  his  conversion,  wm 
*— I  a  dialinguisheU  officer  of  the  Roman  army  under 
the  Emperor  Trajan.  One  day,  whilst  hunting  a  deer,  b> 
suddenly  perceived  between  the  horns  of  the  animal  ths 
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-  iiiiBg«  of  oar  crucified  SavioDr.  Respontive  to  what  he 
considered  a  voip«  from  heaven,  he  diet  not  &  monu'nt  in 
beaming  a  Christina.  In  n  short  time  h«  lost  hl\  hb  pm- 
sessions  oiut  his  position,  anil  his  wiCo  aud  chiidirn  worn 
taken  from  him.  Reduced  to  the  nioet  abjit't  ]Mivi'i1y,  ho 
took  service  ivith  a  rich  lAnd-owner  to  lend  tiia  flelds.  In 
the  mean  time  the  empire  suffered  greatly  from  iho  ritvnttm 
ctf  barbarians.  Trajan  sought  out  our  Saiut,  nnd  ]ila(i*d 
Iiim  in  com.mand  of  the  troops  sent  ngainst  tho  eucmy. 
During  this  campaign  be  found  his  wife  nnd  chihlrcn,  nhinn 
be  despaired  of  ever  seeing  again,  lietumiiig  home  vielo- 
rious.  he  was  received  iu  triumpli  and  Imidiyl  with  hiitiors ; 
but  the  emperor  having  commanded  him  to  sacriHw  lo  Iho 
false  gods,  lie  refused.     Infuriated  at  thin,  Tr»jan  ordored 


ll^p 

i^B^^BI 

|M 

Euatachiua  with  his  wife  and  children  to  be  exposed  lo  two 
starved  lions;  but  instead  of  harming  these  faithful  ser- 
Tants  of  God,  the  beasts  merely  frisked  and  frolicked  about 
them.  Tlie  emperor,  grown  more  furious  at  this,  caused 
the  martyrs  to  be  shut  up  inside  a  braiea  buW,  Mn&st  ^Vv^ 
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with  a  number  of  thne  pnblicatu,  who  henceforth  begKn 
eagerly  to  listen  to  Him,  It  was  tben,  in  unKwer  to  the 
murmurs  of  the  Phariseefl,  that  He  said,  "They  thiit  are 
ID  health  need  not  the  phyaicinn.  I  have  not  come  to  call 
the  just,  but  sinners  to  penance."  After  tlie  AiKonHion, 
St.  Matthew  remained  some  years  in  Judiea,  and  there 
wrote  his  gospel,  to  teach  bis  conntrymen  that  Jmuh  was 
their  true  Lord  and  Eini;,  foretold  by  tb«  prophela,  Bt, 
Uatthew  nfterwnrd  preached  the  Faith  far  and  wide,  and  ib 
said  to  hare  finished  his  course  in  Partbia. 

Reflection.— Obey  all  inspinilions  of  Onr  Ixird  as 
promptly  an  St.  Matthew,  who,  at  a  single  word,  "laid 
down,"  says  St.  Biidget,  "  Ihe  hcn?y  burden  of  the  world 
to  pot  on  tlieliglit  and  sweet  yoke  of  Christ." 

September  33.^THE  THEBAN  LEOION. 

^35;^HETheban  legion  numbered  more  than  six  thousand 
^^  men.  Tht-y  marched  from  the  Eam  inlo  Gaul,  and 
proved  Iheir  loyalty  at  once  to  their  Eiuiwror  miil  to  their 
God.  They  were  encamped  ncjtrthc  Liikcof  (j*-ripvn.  under 
the  Emperor  Haximinn,  when  they  K^t  onliTH  to  turn  Llieir 
swords  against  the  Christian  populiiiioii,  and  rcfiixcd  to 
obey.  In  hiafnry  Maximiun  ordered  them  to  t>i.'diK:iinated. 
The  order  was  executed  once  anil  iigain,  but  tliey  endured 
this  without  a  murmur  or  an  effort  to  ilefend  tliemsekes. 
St.  Maurice,  the  chief  captnin  in  this  legion  of  martyra, 
^conraged  Ihe  rest  to  persevere  an<l  follow  their  comrades 
to  heaven.  "Know,  0  Emperor."  he  said,  "that  we  are 
your  soldiers,  but  we  are  servants  also  of  Ibe  true  God. 
In  all  things  lawful  we  will  most  readily  obfy,  but  we  can- 
not slain  our  bands  in  Ibis  innocent  blood.  We  have  seen 
our  comrades  slain,  and  we  rejoice  at  their  honor.  We 
have  arms,  but  we  resist  not,  for  we  had  rather  die  wiih- 
out  shame  than  live  by  sin."  Asthe  maEAacicb«ft«.\k.\'n«Mii 
generous  soldhra  Buag  down  their  arms,  ottered  vVi«\t  'a«;i^K& 


to  a»  nrad.  and  sirifarad  Oeanelvs  to  b*  tiaiebMcd  u 


IT  JiiiMi ■■— l>—t  Qad  ta-rmrali^iaad  iaj«TTN 
feBraMtaat.    A«  fai|wy  borne  in  MealaiaMianaafaawia 


Rood  soldiers  of 
wisdom  wbiili  is 
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September  33.-ST.  THECLA,  Virgin,   Martyr. 

T.  Thkii.a  is  lino  of  ihc  nm.st  nticicni.  as  she  ism 


,sl  jlliijirioiis,  Sainis  in  flu'  cat.'nci.ir  of  'he 
f'liur.>li.  It  was  111  leiiniiini  thai  Sr.  Paul  poet  St.  Ttns.ia. 
aii.l  kiniD.'ii  tli,-  l.ivc  of  virtritiii.v  in  tier  hoarr.    Site  h:i'l 

anil  p'H'Tons.  Hut  at  tlie  Ajiostlu's  wonis  sht  ili.'il  i'-  '■■* 
lli"ii);lii  .]f  r:irlli!y  espousals  ;  slip  fnrpol  Ikt  bi^aiity;  .-lie 
wiisiiffif  tolnTiwreiits'  ihreals,  and  nt  the  first  (.'(■[xTtunifT 
Btii;  Hi'il  Irom  a\\\T.\\t'\<nx*\\<swifcoailOiiit!ed  st.  Paul.    Tl< 


»] 


tjna  or  !■■  muwim. 


rage  of  her  pareDts  juid  of  ber  iDtended  spoiue  followed 
h&rd  npoD  ber  ;  and  the  Boauui  power  did  its  worst  against 
the  Tirgici  wbom  Cbrut  bad  cbooen  for  His  own.  She  was 
stripped  and  placed  in  the  pablic  theatre ;  hot  her  inno- 
oence  shrouded  her  like  a  garment  Then  the  lions  were 
let  loose  against  her ;  thej  fell  crouching  st  ber  feet,  and 
licked  them  as  if  in  Teneratifm.  Eren  fire  could  not  harm 
her.  Torment  after  torment  was  inflicted  upon  her  withont 
effect,  till  at  last  her  Spouse  spoke  the  word  and  called  ber 
to  Himself,  with  the  double  crown  of  virginity  and  martvr^ 
dom  on  ber  head. 

Reflection. — It  is  purity  in  soul  and  body  which  will 
make  yon  strong  in  pain,  in  temptation,  and  In  the  hour 


of  death.    Imitate  the  purity  of  this  glorious  virgin,  and 
take  her  for  your  special  patroness  in  your  last  agony. 


LITTLK  PICTOIUAI.  [SEPTKKBKR  H 


Cjf.  Petek.  of  tlie  noblu  family  of  Nolasco.  was  bonira 
^^  hiugiiwiiw,  about  1166.  At  the  af(o  of  twcnty-flte 
he  to-)k  H  TOW  of  chastiiy.  and  made  over  Iuh  va*t  esiwa 
to  the  Ohiirtih.  Somi^  time  after,  lie  couceived  the  idea  ol 
Minblisliiiii;  an  order  for  the  redemption  of  captivt^.  Ttw 
divine  will  was  soon  mantfested.     The  Blessed  Virgin  ap- 


peared on  the  same  night  to  Peter,  to  Raymund  of  PenM- 
forl.  his  confessor,  and  to  Jamee,  King  of  Arragnn,  his 
ward,  and  bade  Ihem  proseente  without  fear  tlieir  holt 
designs.  After  great  oppoailion,  the  Order  was  soleionlj 
estnbiished.  and  approved  by  Gregory  IX.,  under  the  name 
of  Otir  7-orfy  (tf  Merty.  By  the  grace  of  God,  and  under 
the  proleciion  of  His  Vii-cin  Mother,  the  Order  spread  rap- 
idly, its  growth  being  Increased  by  the  charity  and  piety  of 
its  members,  who  devoted  themselves  not  only  to  coUeoting 
alms  for  the  ranaoni  of  the  Christians,  but  even  gave  then- 
aelves  up  to  voluntary  slavery  to  aid  the  good  work.    It  i> 
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to  return  thanks  to  God  and  tho  Blemed  Virgin  that  a  feaiit 
was  instituted  which  was  observed  in  the  Order  of  Mercy, 
then  in  Spain  and  France,  and  at  last  extended  to  the 
whole  Church  by  Innocent  XII.,  and  the  24th  8«*pteml>er 
named  as  the  day  on  which  it  is  to  be  observed. 

Reflection.— St.  Pet^r  Nolasco  and  his  knights  were  hiy- 
inen,  not  priests,  and  yet  they  consi<lered  the  salvation  of 
their  nei;;hbor  intrusted  to  them.  We  can  each  of  uh  by 
counsel,  by  prayer,  but  above  all  by  holy  example,  a.HsiMt 
the  Scilvation  of  our  brethren,  and  thus  secure  our  own. 

September  29.— ST.   FIRMIN,  Bishop,  Martyr.  -  ST.    FIN- 

BARR,  Bishop. 

j2[t.  Firmis  was  a  native  of  Pamixilono  in  Navarre, 
^^  initiated  in  the  Christian  faith  by  Honestus,  a  dis- 
ciple of  St.  Saturn inus  of  Toulouse,  and  consi^craUxl  bishop 
by  St.  Ilonoratus,  successor  to  St.  Saturn  inus,  in  ordifr  to 
preach  tho  Gospel  in  the  remoter  parts  of  Gaul.  lie 
preached  the  Faith  in  the  countries  of  Agen,  Anjou,  and 
Beauvais,  and  being  arrived  at  Amiens,  there  diose  his 
residence,  and  founded  there  a  numerous  church  of  faith- 
ful disciples.  He  received  the  crown  of  martyrdom  in  that 
city,  whether  under  the  pn^fect  Rictius  Varus,  or  in  sf>me 
other  persecution  from  Decius,  in  250,  to  Dirx;letian,  in  303, 
is  uncertain. 

St.  Finbarr,  who  lived  in  the  sixth  centur}',  was  a  native 
of  Connaught,  and  instituted  a  monastery  or  school  at 
Lough  Eire,  to  which  such  numbers  of  disciples  flocked,  as 
changed,  as  it  were,  a  desert  into  a  large  city.  This  was 
the  origin  of  the  city  of  Cork,  which  was  built  chiefly  upon 
stakes,  in  marshy  little  islands  formed  by  the  river  Lea. 
The  right  name  of  oar  Saint,  under  which  he  was  baptized, 
was  Lochan  ;  the  surname  Finbarr,  or  Ban*  the  White,  was 
afterward  given  him.  He  wa^  Bishop  of  Cork.  teH^^oSMssoL 
years,  and  died  in  the  midst  of  bis  ft\«ndft  «lX.  Osri^sb^  ^- 
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Wen  miles  from  Cork.  His  body  n&s  buried  in  his  on 
cathedral  at  Cork,  and  his  relics,  some  yeais  after.  «» 
put  in  a  silver  shrine,  and  hept  tbere,  this  great  cbardi 


~t  „f  G.rk. 


September  26.-STS.    CYPRIAN    and    JUSTINA,  Mutpi. 

J^MK  <ll■l,■^T:.hl,■  sLi,KTr.hiii.ii  ^.f  St.  L'vpri:! r:\^  i,ii>l.iTroQ> 
^^  lair.its  'U-y.^U-il  liiiii  ivm  hU  iuntuc-y  (.,  diedevit, 
:iii<l  lii>  w:,s  l.ioii^'lil  li].  ill  ii!l  111-'  iciipioiis  Hiv'i^t.Tiw  of  idol- 
inry,  ;..rr..Ii>i:y.  iiiiil  tiic  ''lack  ;iri,  \V\wu  rvprinn  had 
li-iinti'il  :ill  l!ii.  ,.Mr:Lv;i;.Mnr.-s  of  ih<*>.'  srl|.i..ls  cf  .TTiiLflld 
il,>lii>],,ii.  111'  h.'sil^.tiHl  ;.l  no  eriiiii  -.  lil:.>|>li..'iii,Mi  fhrLM.  and 
[■oi„min,..l  ,„.,ri't  miin),T^.  TIi,tc  lived  m  Auikxh  a 
y.mii-  Clirisiiiiri  l^ulv  .-iillr,!  ,lnMiii;i.  of  hiirJi  l-irth  anJ 
gri'at  lN.;,iiIy.  A  |«uaii  iiol.|.Tn;.ii  Ml  .i.vi>ly  ii,  l,.ve  iv;rti 
lllT,   iiliiV    t'uiiVu\^  \wY    \a.>\v*.\-j  v\\!ui^('-isiblt>,  ;ii;ii   li,r   ri'-> 


X 


iDtmn  inTincibie.  he  •pplied  to  Cyprian  for  ttaisbaat. 
C^tpruin.  DO  leas  troicten  wifh  tbe  lady,  tried  «Tery  secret 
with  which  he  was  acquainted  lo  conquer  her  PewdutioQ. 
Jnstiiia,  perceiving  borself  vigoroosly  utacked.  «(udled  to 
arm  herself  by  prayer,  watchfalneas.  and  morti^-ntiuB 
aganutall  hia  artifices  and  the  power  of  hia  spells.  Cyprian 
flnditig  himself  wonted  by  a  snperior  power,  began  to  ii>n- 
aider  tbe  weakness  of  the  infernal  spirits,  and  resolTod  to 
quit  their  serrice  and  become  a  Christian.  Agliidius.  who 
had  been  the  fint  saitor  to  ihe  holy  Tirgin,  wus  likfn'iDe 
oonTorted  and  baptized.  The  persecuiion  of  DiitcleCiua 
tireaking  out,  Cyprian  and  Justina  were  geizeil,  and  piv- 
semted  to  the  same  jndfce.  She  wm  iDbum.tiily  s>H>iir;:M|. 
and  Cyprian  was  torn  with  iron  hooks.  After  this  tliey 
were  both  sent  in  chains  to  Diocletian,  who  commamled 
their  heads  to  be  stmck  off,  which  sentence  wus  eiecute<l. 


Reflection. — If  tbe  errors  i>n(l  disurderH  uf  HI.  Cyi>niiii 
show  tbe  degeneracy  of  human  nature  corrupted  by  siti 
and  enfllaved  to  vice,  his  conversion  dispUjaUw  ^ti«f  cit. 


fttee  uid  •nittie  to  rrpair  it.     Lei  ns  heg  of  Ood  to  vod 
IB  piuv  to  ifsist  (emptAtitm,  and  to  do  His  bolj  wQI  m  all 


Stptetnber  77.-STS.  COSMAS  and    OAMIAN,  Man^n. 

Ts.  Co«us  and  DutUN  were  brothers,  and  born  in 
Anibia,  but  MudUd  tbe  sciences  in  Srm,  slid  be- 
eminent  for  Ibeir  skill  in  phj^a     Being  tliriittons. 


e 


and  full  of  that  holy  lemjwr  of  charity  in  which  the  spiri 
of  our  divine  roligiun  consial«,  they  practised  their  pro 
fcssion  iritli  (rreat  application  and  wonderful  suimwss.  bu' 
iievi=r  tiKik  any  fee.  Thry  were  lovt-ii  and  respected  by  ihi 
people  ou  accouTit  nf  ibi'  pi.iii  (ifliiL'S  ri'wiveJ  friim  Ifceii 
charity,  and  for  their  zcai  for  ilie  Christian  faiih,  vlueii 
they  took  every  opportuoity  to  propagate.  When  the  per- 
secution of  Diocletian  began  to  rage,  it  was  impossible  for 
persons  of  so  distinguished  a  character  to  lie  concealed. 
They  were  therefore  apprehended  by  the  order  of  Lysiai, 
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Governor  of  Cilicia,  and  after  rarious  torments  were 
bound  hand  and  foot  and  tbrawn  into  the  sea. 

Reflection. —We  may  sanctify  our  labor  or  industry,  if 
actuated  by  the  motive  of  charity  toward  others,  even 
whilst  we  fulfil  the  obligation  we  owe  to  ourselves  and  our 
families  of  procaring  an  honest  and  necessary  subsistence, 
which  of  itself  is  no  less  noble  a  virtue,  if  fonnded  in 
motives  equally  pure  and  perfect. 

September  3S.-8T.  WENCESLA8,  Martyr. 

^^TT'ENCFJ'i.ASwaBthe  son  of  a  Christian  Duke  of  Bohemia, 
yXAt  l,iH  dig  mother  was  a  hnrd  nnd  cruel  pagan. 
Tlirough  the  care  of  his  holy  grandmother,  Ludmilla,  her- 
self a  martyr,  WenceslHS  wiia  educiitt^  in  the  true  faith, 
and  inibilx^d  a  speeial  devotion  to  the  Bles.se<l  Sacrament. 
On  the  death  of  his  father,  his  mother,  Drahomira,  usurped 


the  goTernment  and  passed  n  Beries  of  persecuting  laws. 
In  the  interests  of  the  Faith  Wenoeslas  clumed  Kn&.  ijo- 
tained,  through  the  support  of  th«  peofte,  a.  \KCf:b  v^i^^^ta 


1 


jL.n.  9U,  1 


4SS  UTTL£   PICTOEIAL  [SBTTEMIIEB  R. 

af  Um  eminLt7  «8  bin  owu  kiagdom.     His  mother  wcund 
lb*  «po«l4iy  aud  atliance  of  her  sevood  son,  Bole»lu.  *)n 
booUDAhftiKwrunh  lier  ally  against  tli«  CkristiHnd.    Ven- 
«m1m  meanwliile  ru]t>d  m  »  bravo  and  pions  king,  [no- 
vided  fur  all  the  needs  of  hia  pM>ple.  and  when  hi^  kingdom 
wu  attacked,  oTeroame  in  stn^k  combat,  by  the  sign  rf 
Vm  unMs.  itio  leader  of  an  invading  army.     In  the  seniot 
of  Oftd  be  u-as  most  constant,  anil  pl.iated  vciih  his  on 
handa  the  wheat  and  grapes  for  the  Holy  Ma^  at  whick  j 
ba  ui'vur  failed  daily  to  assist.     His  piety  vras  the  oeeanot  i 
of  his  dt>alh.     Once,  after  a  banfiuot  at  his  brother's  palace^  i 
to  which  he  had  been  treacherously  invited,  he  went, «  J 
was  hia  wont  at  night,  to    pray    before    tlic 
There,  nt  midnight  on  the  feast  of  the  An|^I»,  jlO. 
be  reccivod  Ids  crown  of  martyrdom,  his  brother 
bim  the  death-blow. 

Reflection.— SI.  Wencesl.is  teaches  BS  that  tha  • 
pljK'*'  to  mi'M  ilio  trials  of  life,  or  to  prepare  for  the  atroke 
of  ilealh,  is  lieforc  Jesus  in  the  Blessed  Sacmment. 

September  29.— ST.  MICHAEL,  Archanpl. 
y-r|i-c.\-EL,"  or  "Who  is  like  to  God?"  Soch  was  tbe 
^^  cry  of  the  great  Archangel  when  he  smote  the  rebel 
Lucifer  in  the  conflict  of  the  heavenly  hosts,  and  from 
that  huir  ho  has  been  known  as  "  Michael,"  the  captnin  of 
the  armies  of  God.  tlio  type  of  divine  fortitude,  the  ciiipi- 
pion  of  every  faithful  soul  in  strife  with  the  powers  of  evU- 
Thiis  lie  appears  in  Holy  Scripture  as  the  guardian  of  ttie 
children  of  Israel,  their  comfort  and  protector  in  timi'sof 
Borrow  or  conflict.  lie  it  Is  who  prepares  for  their  return 
from  the  Persian  captivity,  who  leads  the  valiant  Macca- 
beea  to  victory,  and  who  rescues  the  body  of  Moses  from 
the  envious  grasp  of  the  Evil  One.  And  since  Christ's 
ooming  the  Church  haa  ever  venerated  St.  Utchael  as  het 
special  patron  and  protector.    She  invokes  him  by  name  in 
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her  confenion  of  sin,  BummoDB  him  to  the  side  of  her  chil- 
dren in  the  agonj  of  death,  Knd  chooses  hint  as  their  escort 
from  the  chastening  flames  of  pui^tory  to  the  realms  of 
holy  light.  Lastly,  vhen  Antichrist  shall  have  set  up  hia 
kingdom  on  earth,  it  is  Michael  who  wUl  unfurl  once  more 
the  standard  of  the  Cross,  sound  the  last  tmmpet,  and  bind' 
ing  together  the  false  prophet  and  the  beast,  hurl  them  for 
all  eternity  into  the  burning  pool. 


ReBectioM.— "  Whenever,"  says  St.  Bernard,  "  any  griCT- 
ous  temptation  or  vehement  sorrow  oppre^es  thee,  invoke 
thy  guardian,  thy  leader  ;  cry  out  to  him,  and  say,  '  Lord, 
aave  us,  Icat  we  perish  I ' " 

September  30.— ST,  JEROME,  Doctor. 

fV  T.  Jerque,  bom  in  Dalmatla,  a.d.  329,  was  sent  to 
F^  Bciiool  at  Borne.  His  boyhood  was  not  free  from 
fault.  His  thirst  for  knowledge  was  excessive,  and  his  love 
of  books  a  passion.  He  had  studied  under  the  be&tioe&Vetv 
visited  foreign  cities,  and  devoted  hinuwll  to  ttvb  'yio.wuX.ciL 


i  wcTouiai. 


WienM.  But  Christ  bad  need  of  his  strong  will  and  K(i»» 
intellect  tor  Ihe  service  ot  His  Church.  St.  Jerome  felt  ai 
oboy-'O  the  imII.  mnile  a  vow  i.f  celibacy,  fled  fruin  linmelO 


the  wild  Syrian  desert,  and  there  for  fmir  ysirs  U-nnil  in 
solitude,  poniince,  and  prayer  a  new  lesson  of  difine  wii- 
dom.  This  was  his  novitiate.  The  Pope  soon  saminoiitd 
him  to  Konie.  and  there  put  upon  the  now  famous  Hebie* 
scholar  the  lask  of  revising  Ihe  I^tin  Bible,  which  wai  to 
be  his  noblest  work.  Retiring  thence  to  his  beloved  Bcitii- 
lehcm,  Iho  eloquent  hermit  poured  forth  from  his  Bolitai} 
cell  for  thirty  rears  a  stream  of  luminous  writingi  npoo 
the  Cliristiau  world. 

Reflection.—"  To  know,"  says  St  Basil,  "  how  to  snbnit 
thyself  with  thy  qhole  soul,  is  to  know  bow  to  imitata 
Christ." 

October  t ST.  REMICIUS,  Bishop. 

>r  Rem^,  was  bom  of  noble  and  pious  parents. 


H" 


At  the  age  of  twenty-two,  in  spite  of  the  canons  and 
of  bis  own  reluctance,  he  was  acclaimed  Archbish<q>  at 
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Rheims.  Re  VAS  nnusnally  tnll,  his  face  impressed  with 
blended  majesty  and  serenity,  his  bearing  gentle,  humble, 
and  retiring.  He  vnn  learned  and  eloquent,  and  had  the 
gift  of  miracles.  His  pity  and  charity  were  boundless,  and 
in  toil  he  knew  no  weariness.  His  body  was  the  otUward 
expression  of  a  noble  and  holy  soul,  breathing  tlio  spirit  of 
meekness  and  compunction.  For  so  choice  a  workman 
God  had  flitiiig  work.  Tiie  South  of  France  wns  in  the 
hands  of  Arians,  and  the  pagan  Franks  were  wrcsliiiu  ibe 
North  from  the  Bomans.  St,  Remigius  confrontc<l  Cl< 
their  king,  and  converted  and  baptized  him  at  Cliri.tti 
A.D.  4M.  With  him  he  gained  the  whole  Frank  nat 
He  threw  down  the  idol  altars,  built  cluirclics.  and 
pointed  bishope.  He  withstood  and  silenced  the  Ari 
and  converted  so  many  that  lie  left  France  a  Catholic  king- 
dom, its  king  the  oldest  and  at  the  time  the  only  crowned 


son  of  the  Church.     He  died  a.d.  533,  after  an  episcopate 
of  seventy-four  years,  the  longest  on  iwcord. 

Reflection. — Few  men  have  had  such  natural  advant:&;;% 
Hid  such  gifts  of  grace  as  St.  Remi,  and  few  ^'^«  &(it\«i  va 


groutiil  wiihout  His  knowledge.  Not  content,  howeyer, 
with  yiddiiig  such  f.-imiliar  help  in  all  things,  not  coDlent 
with  HfTonliiig  tlint  existence  which  He  communicates  ud 
perpetuates  ttirongli  every  living  being,  He  has  chargttl 
Bis  ftngcls  with  the  miMintry  of  watching  and  sategnarding 
every  one  of  His  creatures  iliat  behold  not  His  face.  King- 
doms have  tlieir  angels  assigned  to  them,  and  men  hxt 
their  angels  ;  these  latter  it  is  whom  religion  deaignatea  U 
the  Holy  Guardian  Angela.  Our  Lord  sajs  in  the  Ooepel, 
"Beware  lest  ye  scandalize  any  of  ihese  little  ones,  f« 
their  angels  in  heaven  see  th<:  face  of  Hy  Father."  The 
existence  of  Gaardinn  Angels  is,  hence,  a  dogma  of  the 
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Cbristian  faith  :  this  being  so,  wh&t  ought  not  onr  respect 
be  for  that  sure  and  holj  intelligence  that  is  ever  presect 
at  our  side ;  and  bow  great  should  our  solicitude  be,  lest, 
by  any  act  of  onrs,  we  offend  those  eyes  which  are  ever 
bent  upon  us  in  all  our  ways  I 

ReBection.— Ab  1  let  us  not  give  occasion,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  Holy  Scripture,  to  the  angels  of  peace  to  weep 
bitterly. 

Octobsr  3.— ST.  GERARD,  Abbot. 
f^T.  Gerard  waa  of  s  noblo  family  of  the  county  of 
^^  Namiir,  France.  An  engaging  sweetness  of  li'mper, 
and  a  strong  inclination  to  piety  and  devotion,  gained  liim 
from  the  cradle  the  esteem  and  affection  of  every  one. 
Huving  been  sent  on  an  important  mission  to  the  Court  of 


France,  he  uus  );reuily  i^iQed  at  the  fervor  of  the  monks 
of  St.  Denis,  at  Paris,  and  ea.'nestly  deeired  to  consecrate 
himself  to  Qod  with  them.  Betaming  home  be  selttod.  bS& 
temporal  aflain,   and  went  back  irUb  p«iX  v>1  ^  ^^ 


UTTLx  rimttuL  [iK 

Dsnk'.  Bo  lukd  Ilml  ten  jmn  with  gmtt  fwror  in  thk 
iRHOMtrr;,  «1>ra  in  nt  be  raa  wttt  b?  Iiin  ahUit  lo  ImuibI 
an  kbtejr  npon  hi*  nUle  at  Bragiw,  llvr«u  Ungua  Iron 
3baar.  Ho  MtUnl  thia  new  abbe;,  »od  ibcn  built  biiudt 
A  Unl*  mil  nmr  Utr  rbarcb,  and  Ijvnl  in  ll  a  rEclase  oDlS 
Sod  callrd  him  to  uiMWtak*  tbp  rrfnnBaliiHi  of  manv  BMh 
^Merips.  wliich  ho  did  siMrvatfall;.  WlMm  lie  bad  *peDt 
Vtmiel  iwr'ilT  nian  in  Ibeac  naloin  labors,  lie  shM  Uo* 
aelf  ap  in  hi*  «eU,  la  ptvfiare  hi*  mimI  to  ren^va  iIm)  mov- 
|wnM  of  hi*  Ubota.  Ki  «hkfa  be  <raa  ealtcd  on  tbe  U' 
iOetobec  id  «SS. 

RcflccUoD. — Thottgh  we  are  in  the  world,  Im  an  atoii 
fMfuiale  ouiselves  from  il  and  eoaaecratn  onnelvea  lo 
rtmpmtwring  ilmt  "(he  world  pasf^lb  n«a_v.  bot  he 
dolU  lln'  will  of  Crtxi  nbidHh  fon'vpr  ' 

October  4.— ST.  FRANCIS  OF  ASSISI. 

eT.  FRiNfis,  the  son  of  n  iiicrcli;iiit  of  Assisi,  was  born 
in  Ihftt  city  A.D.  118-2.  Cliosen  liv  God  to  be  a  liriog 
man if**!^ inn  to  the  world  of  Chrisis  poor  and  suffering 
life  on  earth,  lie  was  early  inspired  n-jth  a  high  esteem  nnd 
burning  love  of  poverty  and  humiliation.  Ttie  tlioiiglttof 
the  Miiri  of  Sorrows.  Who  had  not  where  (o  lay  Uis  head, 
filled  him  wilh  holy  envy  of  the  poor,  and  coiistraioeil  bin 
to  renounce  the  wealth  and  worldly  station  which  he  ab- 
horred. The  scorn  and  hard  usage  which  he  int'l  with  from 
fais  fallier  and  townsmen  when  lie  appeared  among  them  in 
the  garb  of  poverty  were  delightful  to  him.  "Now," he 
eiclaimed,  "I  can  &iy  truly,  'Our  Father  ^Tio  art  in 
heaven.' "  But  divine  love  bunied  in  him  loo  mighlily  not 
to  kindle  like  desires  in  other  hearts.  Many  joined  iliem- 
selves  to  him,  and  were  constituted  by  Pope  Innocent  111- 
into  a  religious  Order,  which  spread  rapidly  throughout 
Christendom.  St.  Francis,  after  visiting  the  Bast  in  th« 
vain  qUBBt  of  martyrdom,  spent  his  life  like  his  Divine  lUf 
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ter— now  in  preaching  to  Oio  tnullitiidni,  miw  miiiil  dc* 
solitudes  in  fiutiuf;  and  co'iU-nijiltition.  IiiiriiiK  '•rf 
Ihf^sc  n-trenrit  tic  n^.-civcl  on  hiw  IiuniIh,  fi^l,  niiil  ni'l" 
print  of  the  fit<!  liltM^dini;  wnimdH  "f  Ji-mm.  With  On;  i: 
••  Welcome,  tisttut  fiitftth,"  he  [huwI  In  rhe  ((i'Ty  "f  hit ' 
Of-t'.l^er -J.  1220. 


UTTUt  PICTORIAI. 


Bpent  four  years  in  building  his  monaaterj,  nnd  lliefiflk  ^ 
bad  not  elapsed  before  an  inroad  of  barbarians  burned 
everything  lo  the  ground,  and  piii  lo  a  lingering  death  not 


!.v  is  ilio  l.nifi.sroni-  of  ihosonl.he- 
|j:ir!i.'tvr  ..f  ilii-  virtu,- «lii<-!i  il  [■*- 
,,f  (liiiiiksy^iMB  «l„.n  miiH,Ts  go  ivwiig 
I  il >>iiriil  (li;»iibs  wlifii  thiugs  are  agn-t- 


October  6 ST.  BRUNO. 


■-riuivn  WNi  l-.rii^iT  |■.ll.l^■iK■,  al-iiii  a-1..  lOiio,  .-.f  ;iii  iUi;;- 
r*->  ln.>us  fa.iiilv.  He  w;is  ondmrnl  wuli  nm-  r.wm' 
gi{l>,  \vVwU  Iw  .■uliivi.toii  wiuii'iire  ;il  Paris.  Il,-  hv-inv 
caiinii  ..(  C>.\."^\\i\  ^\v\  \Vv\\  -A  y.Vwvius.  wlit-r,'  he  ha.i  lb* 


8.]  LiT^  or  THK  auim.  OOT 

the  Bee  fell  for  » time  into  evil  faimda,  and  Bnino  ratired 
with  a  few  friends  into  the  coontrj.  There  be  resolved  to 
foraftke  the  world,  and  live  a  life  of  retirement  and  penan<». 
With  aix  companions  he  applied  to  Hagh,  Bishop  of  Greno- 
ble, who  led  them  into  a  wild  solitude  caDed  the  Chartreose. 
There  they  lived  in  povertf,  aelf-denial,  and  silence,  each 
apart  in  his  own  cell,  meeting  only  for  the  worship  of  Giod, 
and  emplojing  themaelvea  in  copying  books.  From  the 
name  of  the  spot  the  Order  of  St.  Brano  was  called  the  Car- 
thusian. Six  yean  later.  Urban  11.  called  Bruno  to  Rome, 
that  he  might  avail  bimself  of  hia  guidance.  Bruno  tried 
to  life  there  as  he  had  lived  in  the  desert;  but  the  echoes 
of  the  great  city  disturiied  his  solitude,  and,  after  refusing 
high  dignities,  he  wrung  from  the  Pope  permission  to  re- 
e  his  monastic  life  in  Calabria.     There  he  lived,  in  hu- 


mility and  niortiQcation  and  great  p<.'iuju,  till  his  blessed 
death  in  IIOl. 

Reflection. — "  0  everlasting  kingdom,"  said  St.  Augus- 
tine ;  "  kingdom  of  endless  ages,  wbeT«OTi  tc»V%  t\v«  u\l- 
troubled  light  and  the  peace  of  God  whic^v  pnsai^^  «^ 
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nDderaUoding.  when  tb«  aools  of  the  SMOta  m  in  tmI, 
utd  frTeriuting  joy  is  on  tbeir  heads,  and  sonow  ud 
ugbing  have  fled  away !  When  shall  I  come  and  ippat 
before  God  I " 


-ST.  MARK,  Pope. 
j^T.  Mare  was  by  birth  a  Ronuta.  and  served  God  vith 
t"-^     such  fervor  among  the  clergj'  of  that  Church,  th»t, 
advniiciiit;  pontinually  in  sincere  humility  and  the  kiw«l- 


eii.u'i'  ;iiii|  M'lisi"  (if  ills  tuvn  Mivikncss  and  iinm-rfwlions,  he 
stmvi'  fviTV  day  lo  siirjiiuis  himself  in  the  fr>rvor  of  1"'* 
charity  aiui'  /.mi.  iiml  in  the  t-xercisc  of  all  virtties.  Tlic 
l-iTsi'rutiiin  (ijasod  in  Hit' West,  in  the  i>ef,'inniii>:ot  theiwr 
30.-J.  liiir  w:;s  r.-vivi'd  a  sliort  lime  Jiflcr  by  Mnxcntius,  ?1- 
M;irk  ;ili;iiiii  nutliiiiK  .if  liis  iviilchfnlnfss,  Imt  cndeiivnted 
mthfc  hi  iviliuil.Ic  his  TCiil  during  liie  jicaw  of  the  Clinreh; 
knowin'j  Hint  if  nicti  siiini'iiiiicn  c<;nse  opctily  to  iMTSii-nti' 
the  fjiitlifnl,  llic  devil  never  iiUows  them  any  truce,  jim!  lii* 
snares  are  generally  iniet  lo  be  fcarc^l  in  the  tiiuc  of  tbe 
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calm.  St.  Hsrlc  sncceeded  St  Bylresler  In  the  ^lOBtolie 
chftir  on  the  18th  of  Januaiy,  886.  He  held  that  dignity 
only  eight  months  nnd  twenty  days,  dying  on  the  7th  of 
October  following.  He  was  buried  in  a  cemetery  io  the 
Arilcatine  Way,  which  liaa  since  borne  liis  name. 

Reflection.— A  Christian  ought  to  be  afraid  of  no  enemy 
more  than  himself,  whom  ho  carries  always  about  with 
him,  and  from  whom  he  is  not  able  to  flee.  He  should 
therefore  nevereease  to  cry  out  to  God,  ''  Unless  Thou,  0 
Lord,  art  my  light  and  support,  I  watch  in  vain." 

October  S.-ST.  BRIDGET  OF  SWEDEN. 

BRiiMiET  was  Iwrn  of  the  Swedish  royal   family,  a.d. 
1304.     In  obedience  lo  her  fatlicr,  she  was  married 
to  Prince  L'lpho  of  Siveilfn.  and  Itccnine  the  mother  of  eight 


children,  one  of  whom,  Catherine,  is  honored  as  a  Saint. 
After  some  years  she  and  her  husband  separated  bt 
mutual  consent.    He  entered  the  C\Btet<nMv  Ot4.«,  «A- 
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Bridget  rounded  the  Order  of  St.  Savionr,  in  llie  Abbej  of 
Wastcin,  in  Sweden.  In  1344  sbe  beciune  a  widotr,  uid 
theneefonb  receired  a  series  of  the  most  snbliaie  rerda- 
tions.  all  of  which  sbe  scnipuloiistr  sniimitted  (a  the  jadg- 
ment  of  her  confessor.  By  tlx'  uommftud  of  Oar  Lord, 
Bride:et  went  on  a  pilgrimage  lo  the  Holj'  lAod,  and  mnidrt 
tlic  ver;  scenes  of  the  Passion  was  further  instructed  in  Um 
aacrcd  mysteries.     Sbe  died  a.d.  1373. 

Reflection.— "la  confession  a  matter  of  miich  time  w 
expense?"  asks  St.  Jotin  Chrysoslom.  "Is  it  a  difficult 
and  painful  remedy  (  Without  ctet  or  hurt,  the  inediciM 
is  ever  ready  to  restore  you  to  perfect  health." 

October  9.     ST.    DIONYSIUS    and   his    Companion*, 
Martyrs.     ST.    LOUIS   BERTRAND. 

flirt  lu"! 

(■..iiiiiry.  lixjiiir  Ills  fii-i>  III  Pari-,  iiiul  liy  him  :ituI  his  dis- 
cipl.'s  ilu-  MTs  rif  (.'hanri's.  StiIjs.  M.'juix.  :ui.|  C'i'-i-ne 
„,,r,.  ,..,-|...|..l  ill  ihi'  foiirll.  fi'Miiiry.  Dnnii-  liu-  ixTwi'u- 
ll<i]3  ..f  Viil.Tinn  lii.«Ms  arrosl.'.!  ;iii.l  thcnvn  i>ii..  |,;-is..n. 
aiiii  afl.-r  i-.>iiiaiiiiii-  ihrn-  (..r  >oiiir  lii.i.-  »as  l"li,.:..i"i. 
ti.t:rHi.-r  with  Si.  i:ii>iji-u<,  a  jirii'M.  ami  Kl.a[l;-nN^,  ;i 
d.'ai'..li. 

ST.   1.'K-|S  HKIiTlt.lSli  «a-  l".rrL  ;,1   V.ilriiiia.  iii  Sp:im,  .«  I^ 
l.VJd,  .,f  rh<-  satiio   lamily  ^l^  .<i.  Viiu-nn   K.tivt.      In  T-i". 

<lr.f.'i-,  ^iiiil  al  Ih.'  a-,-  of  l».'ii(y-lhv  wus  T.ia.I-  ii.,i-i-t  ■■: 
iio\in.s.  mil!  Iraiii.Tl  ii|)  iii:iiiy  irivat  s.t,:>tii<  of  h-i- 
Wlini  the  pliiinii)  hiMki-  our  in  Valfiu-ia  In-  d.-\<.u-i  liim-if 
lo  ihr  si.k  anil  ilyiiijr.  ami  *viili  hi-  ,.ki\  h:iu.h  l.nri-ii  iw 
dt-.iil.  In  ir,6i  hi-  „l,t:iiiicil  h-avo  lo  finbaik  fi.r  \U-  -\inrti- 
can  ii)i™ii>ii.  ami  ilieri>  onvortiil  vasl  niuitii.uUs  lo  ilif 
Fjiilli.  \\k  v;»s  V.,s-ow\  ■KiU.  the  jjift  .if  miruilw.  xJ 
wliilo  \in.'Ht\\\ns  "to  \m  wawh  *^\i\ia  ts-ja.  'i^uiorstood  is 


OK    all    till'    Koaian     iiii:..ii.narics   s,-;it    iiiio   G.ml.  St. 
IHninyiii,-^  ™rrii-.i  tho  Faitli  tli.>    fiirth.-si   into  the 
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Torioiu  loDgoages.  Aft«r  seveii  yean  lie  retarned  to 
Spain,  to  plead  the  canae  of  the  oppressed  Indians,  bnt  ha 
was  not  pennitted  to  retnm  and  labor  among  them.  Ba 
spent  bis  remaining  days  toiling  in  his  own  conntry,  tiU  at 
length,  in  1S80,  he  was  carried  from  the  pulpit  in  tbe 


Cathedriil  at  Valencia  to  the  bed  from  whence  he  neyer 
rose.  lie  died  on  the  day  he  bad  foretold — October  9, 
1581. 

ReBectioo. — The  Saints  fasted,  toiled,  and  wept,  not  only 
for  love  of  Go<l,  but  for  fear  of  damnation.  How  shall  we, 
with  ourself-iodulgent  lives  and  unexamined  consciences, 
face  the  judgment-seat  of  Christ? 

October  10.— ST.  FRANCIS  BORGIA. 
*T~TKAycia  Borgia,  Duke  of  Oandiaand  Captain-General 
r*—\     of  Catalonia,  was  one  of  the  handsomest,  richest, 
and  most  honored  nobles  in  Spain,  when,  in  1S30,  ttwca 
was    laid  upon    him  tbe  sad  dnty  ot    eaoo^n%  tiivb  '<^~ 
mains   of  bia  aonreign.  Queen    IBabel^\l^.  te   ^Am  toj^ 


-■■v-.T-  i-.Ti  wl.,i  eiiiiM  sulTiT  Si'luj^* 
V.Mr-  ■■-f.r,- lu-o.Til.l   t,-.ll..iwlbeca:i 

ii!-i  1:  i>;T  friiiii  ,it;v  cbini''--  «(  <iii:tiity  vr  [TefeniK'n'- 
>  ■<r,i..r  .ii..s.-  tiini  t.«  U*  it,-;  h.';\.l.  Tiii?  Turks  wcff 
.■inn-'i!:r>t,ri.|,.ni.  .m.l  Si.  I'liis  V.  =<.nt  his  neptH''' 
ii'T  rhri-r;;iii  |.ririi'-s  into  a  W:\c»e  fur  its  defenw. 
.|y  ['..[-  ■■ill.:;..  FniiiLs  III  ;uv.>m|i:uiy  blm.  aad,  «■" 
Miidi  liL'  «;i:i.  ih.'  S;ii(it  olK^yei!  al  cnco.  Tho  fatipi^ 
■  .■miin.^sy  .■xti:iu:^r.-..l  wlmt  little  life  w:ui  left  & 
is  .ik-i  i>n  liLs  rfiiirn  to  Rotiie.  (VIoUt  1'*.  1572. 
eclion  —St.  Framis  Bcrgia  learnt  The  Hiirtlilea«i«s 
:l]ly  ^'r.'atiicss  at  the  fiiiienil  of  Qiie.?n  l*;iU.'ll;i-  I"^  ) 
atii3  of  friouiis  toacli  us  iiiijjht  about  ourselvfii.'  ' 


October  Itr— ST.  TARACHUS  ind   hU  Comptuiioni. 

IN  the  jear  304,  Tarachus,  Probus,  and  Andronicos, 
differiD);;  ia  age  aod  nationalitj,  but  united  in  the 
bonds  of  faith,  being  denounced  as  Cbrietians  to  Nu- 
merian,  Governor  of  Cilicia,  were  arrested  at  FompeiopoUs, 
and  conducted  to  Tharsis,  Thef  uDderwent  a  first  exam- 
ioation  in  that  town,  after  which  their  limba  were  torn 
with  iron  hooks,  and  the>  .vere  taken  bncif  to  prison  cov- 
ered with  wounds.  Being  afterwards  led  to  Mopsuestia, 
tbej  were  submitted  to  a  second  examination,  ending  in  a 
manner  equally  cruel  as  the  first.  They  underwent  a  third 
examination  at  Anazarbis,  followed  by  greater  torments 
still.  The  governor,  unable  to  shake  their  constancy,  hnd 
them  kept  imprisoned  that  he  might  torture  them  further 
at  the  approaching  games.     They  were  borne  to  the  amphi- 


theatre, bnt  the  most  ferocious  animals,  on  being  let  looee 
on  them,  came  crouching  to  their  feet  and  Uclud  Uien 
wounds.    The  judge,  rc^iroaching  the  Julen  mtV  GAKt^"^- 
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Knee,  ordered  the  martjrs  to  be  desfmtched  by  the  glidit- 


Reflection. — Such  is  tnie  Christian  devotion.  "Setlbar 
death  nor  life  ab&ll  be  able  to  separate  ns  from  the  bm 
that  is  in  Christ  Jesus." 


October  M^-VT.  WILFRID,  Blih^ 

*Ti'  QUICK  walker,  expert  at  all  good  vorka,  irith  uwft    ■ 
tS^    sour  faoe"— soch  waa  the  gnat  Bt  Tilbid,  rto« 
glory  it  waa  to  secure  the  happy  links  which  honnd  Ei^ 


^is  liorii  alKjur  iho  year  (i;i4.  sud  «■ 
iii.iiiks  ;it  l.ituiisfanii'  in  iln' jwubr 
!■  Hriiijh  CKiiivli.     Yt-t  <>VfD  as  »  l-'X 


Si'f,  ;iiiii  at  llif  lirsl  cli.iTioe  .<*-'  "H 
1  liis  r.-tur.i  1j,'  f.mn.liil  at  Rif" 
lory.  li,i.Kt  Die  rulo  of  Si.  fterw):'' 

el«>tc<i   Bishop  ot  Liiuli.-f: 


.o,.^f..    ^...M,.-. . 

Wwei^of  Yort.     PehiJ      J 
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SIS 


to  combat  the  passions  of  wicked  kings,  the  cowardice  of 
worldly  prelntos,  the  errors  of  holy  men.  He  was  twice 
exiled  and  once  imprisoned  ;  yet  the  battle  which  he  fought 
wjia  won.  He  swept  away  the  abuses  of  many  years  and  a 
too  national  Bj'Htem,  and  substituted  instead  a  vigorouB 
Catholic  discipline,  modelled  and  dependent  on  Rome.  He 
died  October  12,  T09,  and  at  his  death  was  heard  the  sweet 
melody  of  the  angels  conducting  hin  soul  to  Christ. 

Reflection. — To  look  towards  Rome  is  an  inatinct  planted 
in  u.t  for  the  preservation  of  the  Faith.  Trust  in  the  Vicar 
of  Cltrist  ncccBsarily  results  from  the  reign  of  His  love  in 
our  hearts. 


October  13.— 8T.  EDWARD  THE  CONFESSOR. 

^^DWAttp  was  unoipecledly  raised  to  the  throne  of  Eng- 
^-A  land  at  the  age  of  forty  years,  twenty-seven  of 
which  he  had  pisspd  in  exile     On  the  throne  the  virtues 


of  bis  earlier  years,  simplicity,  gentleness,  lowliness,  but 
above  all  his  angetlo  parity,  shone  with  new  brie,h.<t.'aei&. 
By  ft  rare  iospiiation  of  Qod,  thon^  htt  muAa&.\A  qqi&VK(& 
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his  noble*  and  people,  he  preserved  perfect  cliasiitf  in  lie 
wedded  etate.  So  little  did  he  set  his  beart  on  hclxs,  that 
Uiric«  when  he  saw  a  servant  robbing  his  ti<easurT  b?  let 
him  escape,  sajing  the  poor  fellow  needed  the  gold  more  than 
he,  lie  loved  to  stAnd  nt  his  palaoo^g&tc.  speaking  kindl;; 
to  the  poor  beggars  and  lepers  who  crowded  abont  lum, 
and  many  of  whom  he  healed  of  their  dt»e«ses.  The  long 
wars  had  bruagbt  the  kingdom  to  a  sad  state,  but  Edward's 
leal  and  sanctity  soon  wnxighi  a  great  chaoge.  Bis  Riga 
of  twenty-four  years  was  one  of  almost  nnbrokea  paMe, 
the  pooutrj-  grew  prosperoaa,  the  rained  chnrcb^  roee 
under  his  liBiid,  tlie  nrak  lived  secnrp,  and  for  ag»8  «fter- 
wanb  innii  >|iMk.'  wiih  affi'crion  nf  ()i.<  ■■  laws  of  jComlSt. 
E<liv,ir<l.'  Tlir  h..ly  kin-  Ilk!  :i  {;ri;-;([  devi.tjim  to  buiiiiiiif: 
:  A(>l>ey  was  his  laitst 


tv\  ]l 


.■.1 .1 


.  lOfid. 


id    lol 


ioniplc  f.>r  Gi^i's 
"  ;ti'ri)tnj'li*!i  thi' 


October  14.     ST.  CALLISTUS,    Po| 


^MM.v   ill  th,-  r.,1 

tt         .,-,-     il,IIN-(,.,l 


which  was  fiii:iri,'.ii  i.r.*!  .■iiiorii-'d   b\  Inrii,  ;.ii.|  i 
this  iU\  llw  Culiicomb  -if  Si.  CiiJlistLia.      Uiiiiiil; 
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to  take  shelter  in  the  poor  and  populous  qnarten  of  the 
city  ;  yet,  in  spite  of  these  troablee,  and  of  the  care  of  the 
Charch,  he  made  diUgent  search  tor  the  body  of  Calipodins, 
one  of  his  clergy  vbo  had  suffered  martyrdom  shortly 
before,  by  being  cast  into  the  Tiber.     When  he  had  fonnd 


it  he  wna  full  of  joy,  and  buriud  it,  with  hymns  of  praise, 
Callistus  was  martyred  October  14,  233. 

Reflection.— In  the  body  of  a  Christian  we  see  that  which 
has  been  tlie  temple  of  the  Holy  Glioat,  which  even  now  is 
pretioua  in  the  eyes  of  God,  Who  will  watch  over  it,  and 
one  d:iy  raise  it  up  in  glory  to  shine  forever  in  His  king- 
dom.    Let  our  actions  bear  witness  to  our  belief  in  (hese 

October  13.— STi  TERESA. 
^jji'hen  a  child  of  seven  years,  Teresa  ran  away  from  her 
"-*'     home  at  Avila  in  Spain,  in  the  hope  of  being  mar- 
tyred by  the  Uoors.     Bring  brought  back  and  a&^«A.  *W 
reason  of  her  flight,  she  replied,  "  1  wnnt  \q  &en  &o&,  »sA 


BB  urrut  ncTuuAi.  [octvan  A 

lauwidlebefonlnuiMeHiia.''  Sbe  tfaM  Ikcmi  wftfc  bf 
bntber  U>  boild  m  benniuge  ia  Uie  gcrdcai,  sad  »m  oAm 
baud  mwwlii^  "  Fonrer,  [omnr.*'  8oae  jeus  blcr  fbe 
tooMBe  B  OwoMlite  nun.  Frivciloaa  eonrenatlon  oheciid 
tar  pnfffm  lowwds  perfectMo,  bet  ax  laat,  in  ber  Hunt- 


li  k.'i.i  h,T  siiff.     ^Iie  dioil  on  CIciobf  r  4.  l.V 


Reflection.— "Aft-T  all  I  liie  a  HiiH  of  tlie  Chun-ti." 
riii'Sf-  wrre  Ilii'  Siiiiit's  I;ist  words.  They  t<?ach  us  the  l^'sj-'U 
jf  lnT  lifi>— lii  [rust  JTi  humlilp,  ebil<i!ike  obediLiiW  W  .>U 
ipJriUJiil  guides  iis  ine  surest  nitaiia  of  salvation. 
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October  IS.— ST.  CALL,  Abbot. 
C^T.  Gall  was  born  iq  Ireland  soon  after  the  middle  of 
r^  the  aixth  oentnry,  of  pious,  noble,  and  rich  parents. 
Wben  St.  Columban  left  Ireland,  St.  Gall  accompaDied 
him  into  England,  and  aftemard  into  France,  where  they 
arrived  in  58S.  St.  Columban  founded  the  monastery  of 
Anegray,  in  a  wild  forest  in  the  diocese  of  Besan^n,  and 
two  years  afterward  an:ither  in  Luxou.  Being  driven 
thence  by  King  Tbeodoric,  the  Saints  both  withdrew  into 
the  territories  of  Thcodebert  St.  Columban,  however, 
retired  into  Italy,  but  St.  Gall  was  prevented  from  bearing 
him  company  by  a  grievous  fit  of  illness.  St.  Gall  was  a 
priest  before  he  left  Ire'and,  and  having  learned  the  lan- 
guage of  the  country  where  he  settled,  near  the  Lake  of 
Constance,  he  converted  to  the  faith  a  great  number  of 
idolaters.     The  cells  whish  this  Saint  buLt  there  for  thoee 


vho  desired  to  serve  God  with  him,  he  gave  to  the  mon- 
astery which  bears  bis  name.  A  synod  of  biEho\A,'«iN!a.*ODA 
clergy  and  people^  eonMstlf  deund  to  pbiGA  Xto  ^A^^■  "i^ 
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'  ttie  episcopal  see  of  Constance ;  but  his  modeaty  nhsed 
the  dignitj.    He  died  in  the  year  $46. 

Reflection— "It  anj-  one  would  be  My  disciple."  »p 
\  Our  Snviour,  "let  bim  deny  himeeir."  The  denial  of  mU 
[  !■,  then,  the  royal  road  to  perfeciion. 


October  I7.-ST.  HEDWICE.-BLESSED  MARGARET 

MARY  ALACOQUE. 

I .  CL^-  Hedwige,  the  wife  of  Henry,  Duke  of  Silesia,  and  ihe 

.r^     mother  of  hia  six  children,  led  a  humble,  austere. 

I.imd  moat  holy  life  amidst  all  the  pomp  of  royal  state.    De- 


votion to  th(j  Blessed  Sacrament  was  the  key-note  of  her 
life.  Her  vidued  privilcKO  was  to  snpply  the  bread  and 
wine  for  the  Sacred  Mysteries,  and  she  would  attend  each 
morning  as  many  Masses  as  were  celebrated.  After  the 
death  of  her  husband  she  retired  to  the  Cistercian  convent 
of  TrebnitB,  where  she  lived  under  obedience  to  her  daugh- 
ter Gertrude,  who  was  abbess  of  the  monastery,  growing 


Hi*v^- 
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day  by  day  in  holineas,  till  God  oaOed  her  to  Himself,  iuiK 
1242. 

Maboarst  Mart  was  bom  at  Terrean  in  Burgundy,  on 
the  22d  July,  1647.  During  her  infaiioy  she  showed  a  won- 
derfully sensitiye  horror  of  the  very  idea  of  sin.  In  1671 
she  entered  the  Order  of  the  Visitation,  at  Paray-Ie-Monial, 
and  was  professed  the  following  year.  After  purifying 
her  by  many  trials,  Jesus  appeared  to  her  in  numerous 
▼isions,  displaying  to  her  His  Sacred  Heart,  sometimes 
burning  as  a  furnace,  and  sometimes  torn  and  bleeding  on 
account  of  the  coldness  and  sins  of  men.  In  1675  the  great 
revelation  was  made  to  her  that  she,  in  union  with  Father 
de  la  Colombi^re,  of  the  Society  of  Jesus,  was  to  be  the 
chief  instrument  for  instituting  the  feast  of  the  Sacred 
Heart,  and  for  spreading  that  devotion  throughout  the 
world.    She  died  on  the  17th  October,  1690. 

Reflection. — Love  for  the  Sacred  Heart  especially  honors 
the  Incarnation,  and  makes  the  soul  grow  rapidly  in  hu- 
mility, generosity,  patience,  and  union  with  its  Beloved. 

October  18r-ST.  LUKE. 

fNT.  Luke,  a  physician  at  Antioch,  and  a  painter,  became 
^^  a  convert  of  St.  Paul,  and  afterwards  his  fellow- 
laborer.  He  is  best  known  to  us  as  the  historian  of  the 
New  Testament.  Though  not  an  eye-witness  of  Our  Lord*s 
life,  the  Evangelist  diligently  gathered  information  from 
the  lips  of  the  apostles,  and  wrote,  as  he  tells  us,  all  things 
in  order.  The  Acts  of  the  Apostles  were  written  by  this 
Evangelist  as  a  sequel  to  his  Gtospel,  bringing  the  history 
of  the  Church  down  to  the  first  imprisonment  of  St.  Paul 
at  Rome.  The  humble  historian  never  names  himself,  but 
by  his  occasional  use  of  "we ''  for  **  they  "  we  are  able  to 
detect  his  presence  in  the  scenes  which  he  describes.  We 
thus  find  that  he  sailed  with  St.  Paul  and  SiLsa  ft^tix'VtnM^ 
to  Macedonia ;  stayed  behind  appazentk^  test  ««<v«gl^«»s&  i^ 


0;lobcr  19.     ST.  PETER   OF  ALCANTARA. 


,Til    FWK- 


1.11  m„.n-'. 


.■  iir>t 


til,.  ■■Siihi  nl>.,.r*,-,ni-,v"  Th..  ,v]ls  ,.f  iluM'ti^ir- i-mt  l-^-J 
^;|■,■l^.■.  i.irh.-rili^ui,h>.-lliii,i:i>1i..v,<.  Thi.l  .'f  S[  IVl-rii-n.- 
^.-n«:,.  I,.ui'  (,^,.|  :i,u\  !i  iiiilf  in  l.>;icih.  s.'  ih:ii  h- -v=;o 
ui-*.-v  l-,>  .Wviv  ■,  Iw  -,,.■  l-i.i  .ni.v  ill  ibnv  .l.-iys  -.  h:i  sa.t- 


0.]  uw  or  «■£  uncTfi.  m 

neTCT  ooverad  his  bead  or  feet.  In  ti>e  bitter  winter  he 
woali]  opeii  tbe  door  tatd  iriiidow  of  fais  cell  thiu .  bv  eloslDp 
them  apaiu.  bf-  inifrbt  expmeDCf  Kime  BensHtinn  of  wftnnth. 
Amongst  Lhaae  whom  h*-  cnun«]  to  perfeptioii  t«s  St. 
Teresa.  Hr  raail  her  bodI.  »ppmved  of  her  Bpiril  of  prayer, 
and  Btrenptbened  her  v  osrrr  out  her  refnrmE.  St.  Peter 
died,  with  gnai  joy.  kneehnf:  in  prayer,  (ictober  18,  15«a. 
«t  tbt  age  of  BLiTT-thret;. 

RgHectipn. — If  men  dc  not  p-  attoni  barefoot  now.  nor 
nnderpo  Kharji  penancet,  a*-  St    Pet er  did.  theiv-  arc  tnntiy 


wnya  of  tnmipling  oil  the  world;  mid  tiiir  Ijonl  tcituhen 
tliuin  when  lit  niida  the  iioeeiuuiry  nuim)^'. 


@ 


October  20.— ST.  JOHN  CANTIUS. 
T.  John  was  bom  at  Ketily  in  IViintid,  *.ii.  miit,  nml 
Htndied  at  Cracow  with  (treat  Hliilily,  iixliixlr.v,  nml 
w,  while  Ilia  modtnty  ami  cirliio  drnw  nil  lipnrls  In 
He  wu  (or  a  short  time  in  chart(«  nl  ti  \«\t\^\\  ,  Xw>- 


r  Iw  sbranlc  from  the  burden  of  reBponsibility,  and  Ktnmcd 
»  liw  life  of  profwwjr  at  Cracow.     Tliere  for  maay  jeare 
d  a  life  of  uD(jbtruaiYo  rittue,  self -denial,  and  cliaritr' 


His  lovo  for  the  Holy  See  led  liim  often  in  pilgrimage  to 
Rome,  on  foot  and  nioiie,  and  his  devolion  to  the  Passion 
drew  him  onee  to  Jerusalem,  where  he  hoped  to  win  a 
martyr's  crown  by  preaching  to  the  Turks.  He  died  A.D. 
H78,  at  the  age  of  seventy. 

Reflection. — He  who  orders  all  his  doings  accordiDg  to 
the  will  of  God  may  often  be  spoken  of  by  the  world  as 
simple  and  stupid  ;  but  in  the  end  he  wins  the  esteem  and 
confidence  of  the  world  itself,  and  the  approval  and  peace 
of  God. 


October  3I.-ST.  URSULA,  Virgin  and  Martyr. 
*YY  "^xber  of  Christian   families  had    intrusted  the 
eJr^    education  of  their  children  to  the  care  of  the  pions 
Ursula,  and  some  persons  of  tbe  world  had  in  like  manner 


irrnnn^i  >i-  -^e    ?UA-n»,  ".-iujU  JOwmvu    ■^iJi<  *i>v  /"»'■- 
It  -  un    ii    fiiiu,     Sim   «■«  •■■J    w  *>«.■.  :r,t-y^i«.v  /•■    iltt 


Reflection.— In  tht:  tuttiiiinllon  of  tlm  wImi  mun,  "iIik 
guarding  of  virtue"  in  tliu  imal  ItiiimriMrit  jwrl  of  Llw 
education  of  youtb 


^^T.  Hello  is  said  W  bavo  been  a  native  of  Grwtl 
^^  Britain  ;  his  teal  for  the  Faith  engaged  him  in  thn 
siicred  miniBtry,  and  God  having  blessed  his  labors  with 
wonderful  aucceas,  he  was  ccposeerated  Oral  bishop  of  Eouen 
in  Normaiidy,  which  see  he  is  said  lo  have  held  fori;  ywrs. 
He  died  in  peace,  about  the  beginning  of  the  fourth  cen- 

St.  HiLAitiON  was  born  of  hijathen  parcniK,  neu  Gui, 
mid  was  converted  while  Btudjring  grammar  in  Aluandria. 
Sliorily  after,  he  visited  St  Antouj,  and,  stiU  onlj  is  bii 
rifieenth  ye.ir,  he  became  a  solttAry  iu  the  Arablait  timet 

A  iiiulliliidc  of  monies,  iiltriicti'd  by  his  sjtiictity.  peopled 
liii'  lii'si'i't  uhnre  liii  livi-d.     In  cunsoquence  of  thia,  hc  fled 

,.[■  i;i,-ii:  1,111  ivLiv^li'ii-  lii>  iiiiiMrl.'snf  invivylvlrayedliL* 
|.iv-,.,i,r,      1^,..,  iiis  ^.^l   ivir.Mt  at   (■^l.^ll-;  h:is  hrokt-n  tiv 

of.  .rib. 


>  Si.  ilili 


ilu' 


October  23.     ST.  THEODORET,   Mar 

-TT-i^.M-.i..  v..,-;i';i..n,iM„,K>H.i,.  „,  ,i„. 

-J^     ilKii   n.iiiif,  uw\   ViV.-  liii  ii.'plirn   -..u   .t] 

.ri:idr(ullEil  .>f  III..   ICaM.       l!l?do^rd    1 1„.  Vhri^l  I. 


(i.o<t    vjihniniKily  I.Tiuh'.!,      ih-   ,,ri:.-.    it 
■  ■■\  liv  roiM'S  lo  inilifv-,  and  slr.-;,'ii-.l  ..',: 


lo  lii#  jn-luc  "  \o«\i\wW  •sviWX.W^  at  the  d;iy  of  jml^-iMi 


oeroBXH  S4.J  litks  or  the  baiktb.  BSft 

the  crncified  Ood  Whom  you  blaspheme  will  send  yon  and 
the  tyrant  whom  yon  serve  to  hell."  Jnliaa  trembled  at 
this  awful  prophecy,  but  lie  bad  the  Saint  despatched 
qnickty  by  the  sword,  and  in  a  little  while  the  judge  him- 
self was  arraigned  before  the  judgment-seat  of  Ood. 

Reflection. — Those  who  do  not  go  down  to  hell  in  spirit 
are  very  lilcely  to  go  there  in  reality.  Take  care  to  medi- 
tate upon  the  four  last  things,  and  to  Uts  iu  holy  fear. 


October  24.— ST.  MACLOIRE,  Bithop. 
^f  T.  Magloire  was  bom  in  Brittany  towards  the  end  of 
r^  the  fifth  century.  When  he  and  his  cousin  St. 
Sampson  came  of  an  age  to  choose  their  way  in  life,  Samp- 
son retired  into  a  monastery,  and  Magloire  returned  home, 
where  he  lived  in  the  practice  of  virtue.  Amon,  Sampson's 
father,  haviug  been  cured  by  prayer  of  a  dangerons  disease, 
left  the  world,  and  with  his  entire  family  conn«[snXR&.^:^tII^- 


k 


UnXK   FICTORIAI.  [UCTOBKB  H 

self  lo  God.  Uiigloire  was  so  affected  nt  this  that,  vilb 
Ills  father,  mother,  nnd  two  brothers,  he  resolved  to  flj  the 
world,  iitirl  they  gave  all  their  goods  to  ttui  poor  ntid  ihe 
Oliurch.     Magtoire  and  his  father  attacbe<]  themsehej  to 


Rpflectioii.    -■■Kc   niiii.lfiil  of  [heru  that   Imi-- nik- ^^-r 
villi.  i,|i„  }|„M.  sjKikrn  ii.  yu  ihf  word  ..f  U.-J.  «iio>L'  ::.i:b 


JCrOBBR  SS.]  UTBI  OW  THK  BAIKTS. 


OctolMr  2S.-8T8.  CRISPIN  and  CRI8PINIAN,  Hutyn. 
^^;^HESE  two  glorions  martyrs  came  from  Rome  to  preach 
^-'  the  Faith  in  Gaul  toward  the  middle  of  the  thirf 
centnry.  Fixing  their  residence  at  Soissons,  they  in- 
atructed  manj  in  the  Faith  of  Christ,  which  they  preached 
publicly  in  the  day,  and  at  night  they  worked  at  making 
shoes,  thongh  they  are  said  to  have  been  nobly  bom,  and 
brothers.  The  infidels  listened  to  their  instructions,  and 
were  astonished  at  the  example  of  their  lives,  especially  of 
their  charity,  disinterestedness,  heavenly  piety,  and  con- 
tempt of  glory  and  all  earthly  tbinj|fe  ;  and  the  effect  was 
the  conversion  ot  man;  to  the  .'Christ i»n  faith.  Tlie 
brothers  had  continued  their  eqHtl'iyntctrt  several  years 
when  a  complaint  was  lodged  against  them.    The  em- 


peror, to  gratify  their  accusers  and  give  way  to  his  savage 
cruelty,  gave  orders  that  they  should  be  convened  before 
Rictios  Varus,  the  most  implacable  enemy  of  the  Ghnb- 
tians.    The  martyrs  were  patient  aM  ■con&Xa.TvX.  iiD&et  'C&» 


umA  ncTouAi. 


most  cnwl   tonnents,  and   flnishsd  their  coniw  b;  tto 
•mwd  about  the  year  987. 

RdtecUon.— Of  how  nuny  may  it  be  uid  that  "tbry 
labor  in  ^-ain,"  since  God  is  not  the  end  and  purpose  Ihit 
inspires  the  labor  I 

Octobar  26.— ST.  EVARISTUS,  Popo  and  MaAjr. 
CfT.   EvAHtSTCB  SDCceeded  St.  Anacletits  in  the  see  ot 
F^     Rome,  in  the  reign  o(  Trajan,  governed  the  Chnrcb 
nine  years,  and  died  in  IIS.     The  instilution  of  cardinil 


priests  is  by  some  ascribt-d  to  him.  becnusie  he  first  dit-ided 
Borne  into  sevor.il  Ittleit  or  pnrislies.  a&«i;;ning  a  priest  to 
each ;  he  ulso  appiiinted  sc^-pn  deacons  to  attend  the 
bishop.  He  conferred  holy  orders  thrice  in  the  month  of 
December,  when  that  ceremony  was  most  nsnnlly  per- 
formed, for  holy  orders  were  always  conferred  in  sensons 
appointed  for  fasting  and  prayer.  St.  Evaristus  was  buried 
near  St  Peter's  tomb  on  the  Vatican. 


=;.] 


UTU  or  Tax  SAixre. 


iWI 


Reflection. — The  disciples  of  tbe  itpoettes,  hy  UBidnons 
meditation  on  hcarenlj  things,  vere  so  swallowed  np  in 
the  lite  to  come,  that  they  seemed  no  longer  inhabitants 
of  this  world.  If  Christians  esteem  and  set  their  hearts 
on  earthly  goods,  and  lose  sight  of  eternity  in  the  course 
of  their  actions,  ihey  are  no  longer  animated  by  ibe  spirit 
of  the  primitive  Saints,  and  are  become  children  of  this 
vorld,  slaves  to  its  vanities,  and  to  their  own  irregular 
passions.  If  we  do  not  correct  this  disorder  of  our  hearts, 
and  conform  our  interior  to  the  spirit  of  Christ,  we  cannot 
be  eotilled  to  His  promises. 


Octobsr  27.-8T.  FRUMENTIUS,  Bishop. 
CJt.  FBCMEKTica  was  yet  a  child  when  bis  uncle,  Hero 
r^     plus  of  Tyre,  took  him  and  his  brother  Edesius  OD 
a  voyage  to  Ethinpia.     In  the  course  of  Iheir  voyage  the 


vessel  tonched  at  a  certain  port,  and  the  barbarians  of  that 
country  put  the  crew  and  all  the  passengere  to  the  sword, 
except  the  two  children.    They  nete  c»tt\«i  V»  *»  ^vni^ 


[OCTOHEB  3i 

at  Axunia.  who,  cbartned  with  tfae  wit  and  spngUtlinrs  of 
tfae  two  boys,  Uwh  si>ecinl  care  of  their  educujon ;  ud, 
nol  liing  aflpr  roiule  Edestas  his  cup-bearer,  and  FramtB- 
tins,  who  wiis  the  elder,  liis  treasurer  and  Koreiuy  of 
stale ;  oD  his  dentb-bed  bo  thanked  them  for  ilieir  fct- 
vices.  Slid  in  recunipensc  gave  them  thejr  liberty.  After 
his  death  llie  queen  begged  them  to  remain  at  conn,  and 
■asidt  her  in  the  governrnent  of  tbe  state  until  the;in;ug 
king  came  at  ngit.  Edesius  went  bock  to  l^ie,  bat  S(. 
Athanaslus  ordained  FramenUns  ffisliop  of  the  EtbiopaiA 
and  vested  with  this  sat^red  charaoler  he  gained  gr^t 
numbers  to  the  Fai(h,  and  ci>riliaued  to  feed  and  defend 
his  fliicli  till  it  |ilt'nsi'd  the  Supremo  Paator  to  recoiiif>ei>9 
Ills  fl.l.liiyaii.l  hilars. 


ReReclii 


1  —  ■■TiH> 


I  J'-" 


ii;il 


October  20.     STS.  SIMON    and   JUDE, 
N5      .>i„.   of    llif    ].ilbirs    (,f    His    rliiirri,'.      /:,:,T...;,     ■!'.■- 


a;,Miri>)  ui.lH'li.'f  .i.i.i  >lii.  ;,ria  in^i.tr  i..[i,(u,>i  . 
fnr  IlisiiivMir  I.nr,i. 

Tbi;  apnstie  .lii.Ic,  \\\\-u\  \\n'  Cluin-ii  im 

lbi>  .■^iiiii.-  day.  wa,-  a  hniHu^r  of  Si.  .laiin  .  ilii 
HLT.-  .■.tll.'.l  -hi-f[|,r,-ri  i.f  lb,'  b.rd."  ..ti  wi' 
ri.-)i.ti.iitsblii  r-  His  Bl.-'scd  MoibtT  Si,  .huU-  , 
Ml   Mi-.s<.p.iiaMMa.   i,s   Si,  Siiiu.ii   ,lid  \u    Ei;>|'i 


).>tli 


r  TH>  umn. 


t«  make  known  the  truth.    If  we  woold  be  children  of  the 
Saints,  we  must  be  zealous  for  the  Faith. 


OctotMr  39.— 8T.  NARCISSUS,  Biihop. 
fSx.  Nabcissds  was  coaseorated  Bishop  of  Jenualem 
^^  about  the  year  180.  He  was  already  an  old  man, 
and  Ood  attested  bis  merits  by  many  miracles,  which  were 
long  held  in  memory  by  the  Christians  of  Jernsnlem.  One 
Boly  Saturday  in  the  chnrcb  the  faitbfol  were  in  f^raat 
trouble,  because  no  oil  conld  be  found  for  the  lampe  which 
were  used  in  the  Paschal  feast  St.  Narcissus  bade  tbfm 
draw  water  from  a  neighboring  well,  and,  praying  over  it, 
told  them  to  put  it  in  the  tampe.  It  was  changed  into 
oil,  and  long  after  some  of  this  oil  was  preserved  at  Jem- 
aalem  in  memory  of  the  miracle.  Bat  the  very  virtue  of 
the  Saint  made  him  enemies,  and  three  wretched  men 
charged  him  with  an  atrocious  crime.  They  oonflrmed 
their  teatimony  by  horriUe  imprecations  :  the  flnt  prayed 
that  he  might  pwish  by  fire,  the  BeoDn&  UnJk'te  'n^:^\» 


m 


UTTI^    1-1 CH 
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trastod  t>;  leproay,  the  third  that  ho  might  be  struck  blind, 
U  Uwj  charged  their  bishop  falsely.  The  tiolf  bishop  tud 
;  ilesirad  a  life  of  ftolitmlr.  nnii  Iju  witbdren-  se«rt!j 
1  the  desert,  leaving  the  Churvh  in  j-ence.     But  Q^A 


apoke  for  His  servant  and  the  bishops  accusers  suSeied 
the  ptnitlties  tho>  had  m\oked  Then  Narcissus  returned 
to  Jerusalem  and  resumed  his  ofBce.  He  died  in  extreme 
old  age,  bishop  to  the  last. 

Reflection.— God  never  fails  those  who  trust  in  Him  ;  He 
guides  them  through  darkness  and  through  trials  Becretlj 
and  surely  to  their  end,  and  in  the  evening  time  there  is 
Ught. 


October  30.-ST.  MARCELLUS,  THE  CENTURION, 
Martyr. 

"j^  BE  birthday  of  the  Emperor  Haximian  Herculens,  in  the 
^5)  year  398,  was  celebrated  with  extraordinary  feasting 
tad  solemnity.    Mareellus,  a  Christian  centurion  or  cap- 


80.] 


UTKB  or  THB  unm. 


tain  in  the  legion  of  Trajan,  then  posted  in  Spain,  not  to 
defile  himaelf  with  taking  part  in  thoee  impious  abomina- 
tioDB,  left  his  company,  declaring  aloud  that  he  was  a  sol- 
dier of  Jesus  Christ,  the  eternal  King.  He  was  at  once 
committed  to  prison.  When  the  festiTal  was  over,  Marcel- 
Ins  was  broQght  before  a  judge,  and,  having  declared  bis 
faith,  was  sent  under  a  strong  gunrd  to  Aurelian  Agrico- 
laus,  vicar  to  the  prefect  of  the  pnetorinm,  who  passed 
sentenco  of  death  upon  him.  St.  Marcellus  was  forthwith 
led  to  execution,  and  beheaded  on  the  30lh  of  October. 
Caasiau,  the  secretary  or  notary  of  the  court,  refused  to 
write  the  sentence  pronounced  against  the  martyr,  because 
it  was  unjust.  He  was  immediately  hurried  to  prison,  and 
was  beheaded,  about  a  month  after,  on  the  3d  of  December. 

Reflection. — "  We  are  ready  to  die  rather  than  to  tranft* 
gress  the  laws  of  God  1 "  exclaimed  one  of  the  Hachabees. 


This  sentiment  should  ever  be  that  of  a  Christian  in  prea 
enoe  of  temptatioo. 


October  31.-ST.  QUIHTIN,  Martjr. 

^It.  QriNTiN  WHB  a  Rommi.  drEctrndc*]  from  a  sonatmul 
^^  family.  Full  of  zeal  for  the  kiti(^om  i>f  Je^us 
Christ,  lie  left  liia  country,  and,  attended  by  S[.  I.ucjad  of 
Beauvais,  made  bis  way  to  Gaul.  They  preached  ibe  Faith 
tt-gether  in  that  coanlry  till  they  reai:hed  Amiens  in  Pic- 
ardy,  where  they  parted.  Lucian  wtnt  to  Be.iu\-ab,  snd, 
hnviug  sown  Ibe  eefda  of  divine  faith  iu  the  hearts  of 
many,  received  the  croini  of  maKyrdDm  in  that  dty.   8L 


giiiniiri  stiivfd  lU  Amioiis,  endi'av.iriiif;  l>v  his  [.r.iy.-rs 
lalH.rs  t"  n^ake  Ihiit  ci.iinfry  ;i  |">rli..[.  ..f  our  \..-r.V-  i;iii 
lauoo.  ilf  v,-;is  s<--UA-<\.  ihniivn  iiii.>  !iris..ti.  i.r>.i  io:i.j,..l  v 
clKiiii^.  Kiiiiiiim  [he  liiily  iiLuachor  [■roiif  ni:aiii>i  iT^mi 
anil  (hr.>als,  the  ni:.^'islrate  eoiuicmiit'.l  liini  !.•  the  u 
barbarous  ti.riim-.  lii-  body  was  ili.-ii  pU-m-.i  -villi  i 
iron  wires  from  llie  ii.'i;k  U.  tiu-  Ihiirhs.  iiTi.i  imti  iiail>  » 
thrust  wndcT  \\\s  ua\\%,  avAwiViVi  ftiisti  in  many  (ilat'o-,  ji 
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ticalarly  into  his  skall ;  and,  lastly,  bis  bead  was  cut  off. 
His  death  happened  on  the  81st  of  October,  287. 

Reflection. — Let  ns  bear  in  mind  that  the  ills  of  this  life 
are  not  worthy  to  be  compared  to  the  glory  **  Gkxi  has  re- 
served for  those  who  love  Him." 

November  1.- ALL- SAINTS. 

>2^HE  Church  pays,  day  by  day,  a  special  veneration  to 
^^  some  one  of  the  holy  men  and  women  who  have 
helped  to  establish  it  by  their  blood,  develop  it  by  their 
laJ>ors,  or  edify  it  by  thoir  virtues.  But,  in  addition  to 
those  whom  the  Church  honors  by  special  designation,  or 
has  inscribed  in  her  calendar,  how  many  martyrs  are  there 
whose  names  are  not  recorded  !  How  many  humble  virgins 
and  holy  i)enitents  I  How  many  just  and  holy  anchorites 
or  young  children  snatched  away  in  their  innocence  I  How 
many  Christians  who  have  died  in  grace,  whose  merits  are 
known  only  to  God,  and  who  are  themselves  known  only  in 
heaven  I  Now  should  we  forget  those  who  remember  us  in 
their  intercessions?  Besides,  are  they  not  our  brethren, 
our  ancestors,  friends,  and  fellow-Christians,  with  whom 
we  have  lived  in  daily  companionship — in  other  words,  our 
own  family  ?  Yea,  it  is  one  family  ;  and  our  place  is 
marked  out  in  this  home  of  eternal  light  and  eternal  love. 

Reflection. — Let  us  have  a  solicitude  to  render  ourselves 
worthy  of  '*that  chaste  generation,  so  beautiful  amid  the 
glory  where  it  dwells." 

November  2.— ALL- SOULS. 

^3^ HE  Church  teaches  us  that  the  souls  of  the  just  who 
^^  have  left  this  world  soiled  with  the  stain  of  venial 
sin  remain  for  a  time  in  a  pUce  of  expiation,  where  they 
suffer  such  punishment  as  may  be  due  to  their  offences.  It 
is  a  matter  of  faith  that  these  sofferixig  i^xiV^  vc^tx3ia&h^ 


ttS  UTTLS  rtCToniAL  [suvncosBft 

bj  the  in(crc««sion  of  the  SalDU  in  heaven  aud  by  Ibe 
praycra  "f  the  f&itliful  upon  earth.  To  pray  for  Ihe  dead 
it.  then,  both  an  act  of  charity  and  of  pi^ty.  We  read  m 
Holy  Scripture  :  "It  is  a  holy  and  wholesome  iluiugtil  I» 


priiy  {-r  ili.-  .i.™i.  tliai  ili.-y  iiu.y  1«-  [.h.m^I   fn^m  fins  " 

AiKl   wliv r  l,..f.l   ill^|-ilva   Sr,  IHlil,,,  Abln^t   of  Chw.y. 

toHiirils  ih<-  rl.w  -if  il,r  i.-riih  cwiiiiry.  ir>  .-Miihlish  iu  Ii;. 
Onl.Tii  iri'Ui'ral  i*iJiiiiiicniurali..ii  i.f  ;i)l  llio  f.iilhful  tiojian.-l. 
il  «-;is  Miun  iiilo|H.il  by  (lie  wlu>le  WesHTTi  Cliuirh,  and  Iul- 
(>ei'(L  .;..iiiiimiMl  mir,-;,>iii!,'ly  lo  our  ihiy.  l^-t  ua,  iheii.  ever 
lionr  in  iiiiTiil  HiimI.vkI  iukI  ntLr  u|)  our  i-ny.-nn  forltinii. 
Hy  showini;  iliis  iii.Ti'y  to  ilio  .MitTi-riti^  s..iik  in  r.iirf,MT.in-. 
w-esliall  l».-i.;.r1i.'tihiriy  oniitlrii  to  K-  iivate.1  with  mcn-y 
;it  our  .li'iMruiri'  from  llii^  world,  iin.l  to  sliw  wn-  ul.im- 
danlly  iu  tli.'  f,-rriLTal  Milfra^'-s  .>f  tl.o  e'hun.-h,  foiitiuually 
offLTcd  for  iiil  who  hnvu  slqit  iu  Clinsl. 


ST.  MALACHI,  BUhop. 

'T'vcBiMO  his  chQdtaood  Kolachi  wonld  often  separate  hila- 
rs—' self  from  his  eompaaions  to  convene  in  prefer  with 
God.  At  the  age  of  tnentj-fiTe  be  was  ordained  priest ; 
his  devotioa  and  leal  led  to  his  being  consecrated  Bishop  of 
Connor,  and  sbortl;  afterwards  ha  was  made  Archbishop 
of  his  natire  city,  AnnagtL  Hiis  see  having  b;  a  long- 
standing atnse  been  held  as  an  heirioom  in  one  family,  it 
required  on  the  part  of  the  Saint  no  little  tact  and  firmness 
to  allaj  the  dissensions  caused  by  big  election.  One  day, 
while  St.  Ualachi  was  buryiug  the  dead,  he  was  laughed  at 
hj  his  sister.  When  she  died,  he  said  many  Masses  for  ber. 
Some  time  afterwards,  in  a  vision,  he  saw  her,  dressed  in 
monmiug,  staading  in  a  charchyard,  and  saying  that  she 


had  not  ta8t«d  food  for  thirty  days.  Remembering  that  11 
was  just  thirty  days  since  be  last  offered  the  Adorable  Sac- 
rifice for  her,  he  began  agun  to  do  so,  and  was  rewBs<i«A 
by  other  TisJons,  ia  the  last  ot  vluch  ^  s&k  YiU  -vMKm.s^m 


Km 

^ubiirch.  clothed  in  irbilp.  near  tlie  nltar,  and  surmunded  bt 
^"brlglit  ■piriU.  Ue  tn'ioo  nuulo  a  pilgriou^  Ut  Buma,  1« 
«aualt  GhriBl'a  Vioar,  the  tint  tine  i«tnmiiig  u  P^ii 
liBS^te,  amid  the  joj  of  bii  people,  with  the  pall  for 
Annagfa ;  but  the  wcond  time  bound  for  a  happier  home. 
He  was  taken  ill  at  Clairranx.  He  died,  aged  flftj-fonr, 
where  he  fain  would  l)ave  lived,  in  St.  Bernard's  monasiei;, 
on  the  3d  of  November,  1148. 

Reflection.— Our  Lord  said  to  St.  Qertnide,  "God  K- 
oepts  every  sou]  jrou  set  (roe,  as  if  ;ou  had  redeemed  him 
from  captivity,  and  will  reward  you  in  a  fitting  time  for 
the  benefit  you  have  conferred." 


November  3.-ST.  HUBERT,  Bishop. 

,  HvBKUT's  early  'if''  ii*  ^"  oh^,Wiy\  Uy  |N)iiiiliit 


hunting,  and  was  entirely  taken  up  in  worldly  pursuits. 
One  thing  is  certain    that  be  is  the  patron  saint  of  hnntera. 


KOTKMCEB  4.]  UVES  OP  THX  BAOmw  Ml 

Moved  by  divine  grace,  he  resolved  to  renounce  the  workL 
His  extraordinary  fervor,  and  the  great  progreea  which  he 
made  in  virtue  and  learning,  strongly  recommended  him  to 
St.  Lambert,  Bishop  of  Maestrichr,  who  ordained  him  priest, 
and  entrusted  him  with  the  principal  share  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  liis  diocese.  That  holy  prelate  being  barbarously 
murdered  in  681,  St.  Hubert  was  unanimously  chosen  his 
successor.  With  incredible  zeal  he  penetrated  into  the 
most  remote  and  barbarous  places  of  Ardenne,  and  abol- 
isbeil  the  worship  of  idols  :  and,  as  he  performed  the  office 
of  the  :i[K)stles,  God  bestowed  on  him  a  like  gift  of  miracles. 
Tie  (lied  on  the  30th  of  May,  in  727,  reciting  to  his  last 
breath  tlie  Creed  and  the  Lord's  Prayer. 

Reflection. — What  the  Wise  Man  has  said  of  Wisdom 
may  l>e  applied  to  Gnioe :  **That  it  ordereth  the  means 
with  gentleness,  and  attaineth  its  end  with  power.'' 

November  4.— ST.  CHARLES  BORROMEO. 

*j  I'BorT  fifty  years  after  the  Protestant  heresy  had 
fJ^^  broken  out,  Our  Lord  raised  up  a  mere  youth  to 
renew  the  face  of  His  Churcli.  In  1560  Charles  Borromeo, 
then  twenty-two  years  of  agt?,  was  created  canlinal,  and  by 
the  side  of  his  uncle,  Pius  IV.,  administered  tlic  affairs  of 
the  Holy  See.  His  first  care  was  tiie  direction  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  Trent.  He  urged  forward  its  sessions,  guided  its 
deliberations  by  continual  correspondence  from  Rome,  and 
by  his  firmness  carried  it  to  its  conclusion.  Then  ho  en- 
tered upon  a  still  more  arduous  work — the  execution  of  its 
decrees.  As  Archbishop  of  Milan  ho  enforce<l  their  ob- 
^rvance,  and  thoroughly  restored  the  discipline  of  his  see. 
He  founded  schools  for  tlie  [K)or,  seminaries  for  the  plorics, 
and  by  his  community  of  Oblates  trained  his  priests  to  per- 
fection. Inflexible  in  maintaining  discipline,  to  his  flock 
he  was  a  most  tender  father.  He  would  sit  by  llv«  x^»Ar 
side  to  teach  a  poor  man  the  Foster  and  At>e^  «.\A  "v^^aK^^ 


Ulu.  and  «M  anr  br  a»  ricfc  M<  4r>^  s<  1^  t« 
hoi  bed  Cor  their  ngpst    8d  ha  Bvnd  ^  m  k  ^k 


fiiirlifiil  iiiiiijio  rjf  ilic  (Jixxi  Shcplii'nJ,  up  to  his  last  hosr 
gjv,„lr^,i,sli^-f„rl,ls.^l,.■.■|., 

Reflection.  — Daily  rrsoluti.xi*  to  fullil,  at  all  i-osl.  everv 
<liii_v  i|.'TiiaiiH..Tl  Ia-  (iinl,  IS  tIiu  k'ssoii  taught  by  Si.  Charles: 
anil  a  Ir^.^r,;]  w,-  mii^l   Inini  if  \vc  HotiUl  overtoiue  our  cor- 

Novamber  5.  -  ST.   BERTILLE,  Abbess. 
<Wr,    llKUTii.i.K  »,-is  l>..rri  i.t    i>ik-  .,f    ih.-  m„-i   ilJM'.- 

I'a-nl„.,-l  1,  As  sh.'  jrr.'"-  lip  shf  [.■i.mod  i«Trivil>-  r-  'I- 
."^ris,-  il,,.  «nr|,|.  an,I  .■;,rnt^stly  .l.v.iml  lo  T,-mm,~v  ii.  N-^ 
ilariiij,'  hi  trll  iliis  lu  licr  ]>art'j}ts,  shp  iii-si  I'on-ull'-i  ^: 
1  liivii,  Uy  wUouv  i.U.r  vvus  I'liodiirageil  iti  lirr  rfsoluii..>Ji.    Ti>' 


■npla  at  St.  Bamigios  that  fa*  nUnqnUMd  tba  woiU  b 
order  to  had  a  mon  perfeot  lile.  The  Btsbop  of  Bbni 
haTing  trained  Leonard  to  virtna,  he  beaame  ttie  apcrtlifll 
moh  of  the  f^nks  «  still  retnainad  pagatu ;  but  taiiiK 


that  he  might  be  summoned  to  the  court  by  his  n 
foritanrtity.  lie  withdrew  secretly  to  the  monaster;  of  Ifitfi 
Dear  Orleans,  and  afterwards  to  the  solitude  of  Noblao  netf 
Limoges.  His  charity  not  allowing  him  to  remain  inaotite 
while  there  was  bo  much  good  to  be  done,  be  undertook  the 
work  of  comforting  prisoners,  making  them  understand  tlitt 
the  captivity  of  sin  was  more  terrible  than  any  mare  bodily 
constraint.  He  won  ocer  a  great  many  of  these  UDfoitunale 
persona,  which  gained  for  him  many  disciples,  in  wboee  be- 
half he  founded  a  new  monastery.  St.  Leonard  died  aboat 
the  year  550. 

Reflection. — "  The  wicked  shall  be  taken  with  his  own 
iniquitiee,  and  shall  be  held  by  the  cords  of  his  own  sin." 


LITKS  or  THE  SAIHTS. 


November  7^ST.  WILLIBRORO. 

irr'tLLiBitOBD  was  born  in  NortbumberlAnd  a.d.  607,  and 
'-*'  when  twenty  years  old  went  to  Ireland,  to  study 
der  St.  Egbert ;  twelve  years  later,  he  Felt  drawn  to  con- 
:t  the  grent  pagan  tribes  who  were  hanging  as  a  cloud 
jr  tbe  north  of  Europe.  He  wont  to  Bome  for  the  blees- 
■  of  the  Pope,  and  with  eleven  companions  riiached 
recht.  The  pagans  would  not  accept  the  religion  of 
:ir  enemies,  the  Franks  ;  and  St.  Willibrord  could  only 
lor  in  the  track  of  Pepin  Heristul,  converting  the  tribea 
lom  Pepin  subjugated.  At  Pepin's  urgent  request,  he 
^n  went  to  Borne,  and  was  consecrated  Archbishop  of 
recht.  He  was  stately  and  comely  in  person,  frank  and 
fotis,  wise  in  counsel,  pleasant  in  speech,  in  every  work 
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God  strenuous  and  unwearied.  Hultitudee  were  con- 
rted,  and  the  Saint  buUt  churches  and  appointed  priesta 

over  the  land.  He  wrought  many  miracles,  and  had 
i  gift  of  prophecy.     He  labond  noceuat^^  v&'XnAtf^ 


Ma  UTTLB  rwpwoKiAi.  [sofBUU  t 

for  awrc  than  fiftr  jvan,  bekmd  alike  at  God  ud  of  au, 
wud  dM  full  of  d*js  end  gord  worta. 

BilmiiMi      Trnn  ttiI  hn  im  rnnt  inlliiil f  Hn^    R 

•an  menr  be  idle ;  it  most  Ubor,  top,  be  ddog  pttl 
Ihingv.  It  ^unn  as  fin ;  it  b,  Iik«  fire,  insntiable.  See  if 
thii  spirit  be  in  joo ! 

No««inbM^  8.-THE  FEAST  OF  THE  HOLT  RELICS. 
^^^SKfTt^xxnait  pTeteDds  to  regui!  the  tcDcntkuivbxi 
I*—      the  Cbtircli  pajx  to  ibe  relics  of  tlie  SahrtusavB. 

anil  c<>nteD>]s  thai  [his  ptous  practice  is  a  RmiunC  til 
pas^anism.     The  Council  of  Trent,  on  the  contruy,  hu  de- 

i'i.i.ii  ihiit  thi'  K"lit>s  nf  the  ra!irt\-Ts  and  other  Swntswbi' 
wr'iT  living  iiiiiiitM-r-  iif  J»in  t'hrisi  a!id  lemplfs  oE  l6c 
tl"S  li'i--',  ;ir..  I-  l->  liMri..r.',i  l.y  liie  faillifnl.  Thait- 
.-[.(■■fi  1..,..  f.a.,-.i  i:^..ri  fl,.-  ,•s^.lMl^|,.Mi  usayeof  tlwearM 
.i.i;,^  ■.■:  :(;■■  rii.i ;■.-;,.  ;,[[.!  u|-.n  tile  [caHiiiie  of  the  Fatiir' 
;ii;.!  •■;■  Til.  1  ■.htiiiiL-  T!i''  I'i'uiu'il  orders,  iiowever.  Hint  s.. 
iib'i-  ,■1-  !l,;- .1.  v..ri.>ii  i.  I..  U>  av..iil.Hl  can-fully,  and  fur- 
'liiN  ;iiiy  ri'ii'  -  !■■  !■■  ■■\]i-'>iil  wliioh  have  not  been  approvt-i 

in>rrii.'i  Un-  ] ].!■■  faith [iilly  in  [h<-  t(^i<.>iiing  of  theChur.-; 

..n  till-;  M>\-;----i.  Wliil-  ..>■  r.-r.-i.  th.'Ti,  tliv  em>rs  of  r':^ 
iiii].i.>u.  iui.l  i-.f  t,.-r.-iu-^.  l.-i  I.,  |.r..tir  by  ihf  arii-anl^'-t" 
i^liuli  «-■  iT.iiiL  l>y  tn'arkoiiin^-  (n  th.>  v..ic,'  of  [hf  riuiivti. 

Nc.ember  9.    -ST.  THEODORE    TYRO,  Martjr. 


-i 


ii.V'^ill  eiiri>ii:i,]s  T.M.rT.-T  sii^Tiliv'-.  ,-.?<ilTli.A.,!..n>  :.:i-lj::-' 
jii.ii.-d  iho  l,.-j.,Ti  and  mar->l-<l  vvirli  ih.'ii,  >-.•■■  V;'.' .-. 
«li,-n    he   ba.I    ro  .■li,.-o  i„-(«,.<.]i  ;,|"^-K,.^^ 


HomBBK  9.]         UTW  ur  tbs  baimts.  647 

in  pieces  and  offer  up  every  limb  to  his  Creator,  Who  bad 
died  for  him.  Wishing  to  conquer  him  by  geatlenees,  the 
commander  left  him  in  peace  for  a  while,  that  he  might 
think  over  his  reeolntion  ;  but  Theodore  used  his  freedom 
to  set  on  fire  the  great  temple  of  Isis,  and  made  no  secret 
of  this  act.  Still  his  judge  entrcBted  him  to  renounce  his 
faith  and  save  his  life ;  but  Theodore  made  the  Bign  of  the 
croM,  and  answered  :  "As  long  as  I  have  breath,  I  will 
confess  the  name  of  Christ."     After  cruel  torture,  the 


judge  bade  him  think  of  the  shame  lo  which  Christ  had 
brought  him.  "  This  shame,"  Theodore  answered,  "  I  and 
all  who  invoke  His  name  take  with  Joy."  He  was  con- 
demned U)  be  burnt.  As  the  flame  rose,  a  Christian  saw 
bis  soul  rise  like  a  flash  of  light  to  heaven. 

Reflection.— We  are  enlisted  In  the  same  service  as  the 
holy  martyrs,  and  we  too  must  have  courage  and  con- 
stancy if  we  would  be  perfect  soldiers  of  Jeeus  Christ.  Let 
OS  take  onr  part  with  them  in  confessing  the  faith  of  Christ 
and  despising  the  world,  that  we  may  bvn  wu  y*^'^'''^ 
tbem  in  Cbriat'a  kingdtan. 


I 


11.]  UT>B  OT   THK   BAIHTa.  DM 

tempter  beck  to  hell.  A  calm  and  hoi;  smile  settled  on  the 
featnres  of  the  dying  Saint,  as,  with  a  gntefnl  salutation 
to  the  image  of  Mary,  he  breathed  forth  his  sonl  to  God. 
His  death  faai^)ened  on  the  10th  of  November,  1808. 

Reflection.  —  Sb  Andrew,  who  snSered  so  terrible  an 
agony,  is  the  special  patron  against  sudden  death.  Ask 
bim  to  be  with  70a  in  yonr  last  hour,  and  to  bring  Jeens 
and  Huy  to  your  aid. 

November  II.— ST.  MARtIN  OF  TOUR& 

jTJV'uui  a  mere  boy,  H&rtin  became  a  Christian  catechn- 
UCA.  jaea  against  bis  parents'  wish  ;  and  at  fifteen  was 
therefore  eeiied  by  his  father,  a  pagan  soldier,  and  enrolled 
in  the  army.     One  winter's  day,  when  stationed  at  Amiens, 


he  met  a  beggar  almost  naked  and  frozen  w  th  cold  Hav 
ing  DO  money,  be  cut  his  cloak  in  two  and  gave  him  the 
half.  That  night  he  saw  Our  Lord  clothed  in  the  half 
cloak,  and  heard  Him  say  to  the  an2l^^a '.  ^^'U9x\.\Tk.,  i«X  k 


Lrm.E  piCTouiAi. 


catechomen,  hath  nrappeJ  Mo  io  this  garmenU''  Via 
decided  bim  to  be  baptlztMl,  aod  sborlly  afuv  h«  left  d» 
army.  He  succeeded  in  cooTerting  his  moiber ;  Iwl.,  bAng 
driveo  from  his  home  by  tbe  ArLaus,  he  look  a] 
B1.  nilar;,  and  [ouiid<»d  near  Poitiers  the  flrBttc 
Fran<M;.  Id  S72  he  waa  made  Bishop  of  Touia.  BliSlcb 
though  Christian  in  name,  was  still  |Mguii  in  hcait.  re- 
armed and  attended  only  by  his  monks,  Martin  iegMfli 
the  healhoD  temples  and  groveB,  and  completed  If  iti 
preAohing  and  miracles  the  convenion  of  the  pU|llk 
whonc*  he  is  known  as  the  Apostle  of  Ganl.  H&  lut 
clev.'ii  jpftrs  were  spent  in  liumble  toil  to  atone  for  hii 
r:iiill>,  wliik  God  raa<le  manifest  by  miraclea  the  pnrftyrf 


Rcflectio 


,  U.r  Ch 


November  12. -ST.  MARTIN,  Pope, 
^r,  Mahtin-,  «)j..  o,rui,i-'ii  111,'  Uoni.iii  S.>e  1 
K5     (nil  hi  a.-..-,.   iii,.,ii-ml    ihe  fniiiuv  of    tlii>  . 


[ir. 


nm 


n^niuii  ,>f  il 
h  of  SI.  Mav 


y  Major 


;  hu 


inindri.T    "  :is    lllir;.<■l.loll^ly   slniek  bhud.    :iiiil    liiv   ; 

r.>fUM<i  I.)  have  juiy  funlior  hand  in  thf  inutier.  11 
<T-sor  lu<l  no  siLi'li  .scruph's :  he  seized  Mairiii.  am 
\i-y-l  liiiii  on  lK)at\l  a  vesi-el  bound  for  C.niMaa;; 
Afr.T  il  ilir.'.'  m.iuihs' voyage  ilie  island  of  >'ai. 
ivailied,  where  the  Pope  was  kept  in  coiilini'mi'ii', 
year,  and  riii;illy  in  (lo4  Im.u-l.t  in  .■halii.-=  to  ihc  m 
city,  lie  was  tiK'ii  banislieil  to  the  Tiiiirie  L'her^ 
where  ho  linjjered  on  for  four  uionilis,  in  stekii.-s 
SlitrviHioM,  tiU  Uw\  TvW'i^'d  UUu  by  death  on  ilie  I: 
Koveinber,  <1  V), 


aoTBIBKB  IS.]         LITSa  OV  TBK  UIXTB.  SSI 

ReAection. — There  have  been  times  in  the  history  of 
Ghmtianity  when  its  truths  have  seemed  on  the  verge  of 
extinction.     But  there  is  one  Church  whose  testimony  has 


never  failed  :  it  is  the  Church  of  Si.  Peter,  the  Apostolic 
and  Roman  See.    Put  your  whole  trust  in  her  teaching  I 


Nov«mb«r  13.— ST.  STANISLAS  KOSTKA. 

BT.  Stanislas  was  of  a  noble  Polish  family.  At  the 
age  of  fourteen  he  went  with  his  elder  brother  Paul 
to  the  Jesuits'  College  at  Vienna ;  and  though  Stanislas 
was  ever  bright  and  sweet-tempered,  hia  austerities  were 
felt  as  a  reproach  by  Paul,  who  shamefullf  maltreated  him. 
This  ill-usage  and  hia  own  penances  brought  on  a  danger- 
ous illness,  and,  being  in  a  Lntheran  house,  he  was  unable 
to  send  for  a  priest.  He  now  remembered  to  have  read  of 
his  patroness,  St.  Barbara,  that  she  never  permitted  her 
clients  lo  die  without  the  Hoiy  Viaticum  :  he  devoutly  ap- 
pealed to  her  aid,  and  she  appeared  with  two  aa^U,  ^'o.t^ 
gave  him  the  Sacred  Host.     He  naa  «»!«&  ol  \2k&  'f^'ontfc 


«.] 


UTXB  or  rmt  utHTt. 


BBS 


like  the  (atbera  of  the  deaert.  Aiming  ftt  still  higher  per- 
fection,  he  entered  the  Order  of  St.  Francis.  His  want  of 
learning  and  bis  hnmility  would  not  allow  him  to  aspire 
to  the  priesthood,  and  he  remained  a  laj-brotber  till  his 
death,  perfect  in  his  close  obeervaiice  of  the  rows  of 
poverty,  chastity,  and  obedience,  and  roortirylDg  bis  will 
and  his  sense*  in  every  way  that  he  could  contrive.  At 
one  time  he  was  sent  by  his  superiors  to  the  Canary  Islands, 
whither  he  went  joyfnlly,  hoping  to  win  the  crown  of  mar- 
tyidom.  Such,  however,  was  not  God's  will,  and  after 
making  many  conversions  by  his  example  and  holy  words, 
he  was  recalled  to  Spain.  There,  after  a  long  and  painful 
tnseM,  he  finished  bis  days,  embracing  the  cross,  which  he 
had  so  dearly  loved  through  bis  life.  He  died  with  the 
mnds  of  the  hymn  '*  Dulce  lignam  "  on  bis  lips. 


Reflection. — If  God  be  in  your  lienrt,  He  will  be  also  on 
your  lips  ;  for  Christ  has  said,  "  From  the  abundance  of 
the  heart  the  month  speaketh." 


ttrmOLM,  JbrttWiap  of  IMHa. 


HOTKMBBB  15.]  ISVMB  OF  THB  lAIHTt.  000 

the  greatest  honor  and  respect  On  the  following  da>%  at 
the  holy  archbishop  was  advancing  to  the  altar  to  officiate, 
a  maniac,  who  had  heard  mach  of  his  sanctity,  and  who 
was  led  on  by  the  idea  of  making  so  holy  a  man  another 
8t.  Thomas,  struck  him  a  violent  blow  on  the  head.  All 
present  concluded  that  he  was  mortally  wounded  ;  but  the 
Saint  coming  to  himself,  asked  for  some  water,  blessed  it, 
and  having  his  wound  washed  with  it,  the  blood  was  im 
mediately  stanched,  and  the  archbishop  celebrated  Mass. 
In  1175  Henry  II.  of  England  became  offended  with  Rod- 
eric,  the  monarch  of  Ireland,  and  St.  Lanrence  undertook 
another  journey  to  England  to  negotiate  a  reconciliation 
between  them.  Henry  was  so  moved  by  his  pioty,  charity, 
and  prudence  that  he  granted  him  everything  ho  aHke<], 
and  left  the  whole  negotiation  to  his  discretion.  Our  Saint 
ended  his  journey  here  below  on  the  14th  of  November, 
1180,  and  was  buried  in  the  church  oi  the  abbey  at  Eu,  on 
the  confines  of  Normandy. 

• 

November  15.— 8T.  GERTRUDE,  Abbess. 

y^iBTRUDE  was  bom  in  the  year  1263,  of  a  noble  Saxon 
^^  family,  and  placed  at  the  age  of  five  for  education 
in  the  Benedictine  abbey  of  Rodelsdorf.  Her  strong  mind 
was  carefully  cultivated,  and  she  wrote  Latin  with  unusual 
elegance  and  force;  above  all,  she  was  perfect  in  humility 
and  mortification,  in  obedience,  and  in  all  monastic  observ- 
ances. Her  life  was  crowded  with  wonders.  She  has  in 
obedience  recorded  some  of  her  visions,  in  which  she  traces 
in  words  of  indescribable  beauty  the  intimate  converse  of 
her  soul  with  Jesus  and  Mary.  She  was  gentle  to  all,  most 
gentle  to  sinners ;  filled  with  devotion  to  the  Saints  of  Gk)d, 
to  the  souls  in  purgatory,  and  above  all  to  the  Passion  of 
Our  Lord  and  to  His  Sacred  Heart.  She  ruled  her  abbey 
with  perfect  wisdom  and  love  for  forty  years.  Her  life 
was  one  of  great  and  almost  continual  «v\ii«tvBk^^  vcAV^t 


log  uTTut  rtcTORiu.  (; 

longing  to  be  nith  Jesus  vas  not  graDted  till  a.d.  ISSt, 
whoii  Mhe  hwl  reached  hur  acTenty-sccond  year. 

Reflection— Nopreparalirtn  fordeaihcan  be  belter  Uwn 
to  offer  jiDii  resign  ourstlvea  aupw  to   the   Dirine  Will— 


November  16.-ST.  EDMUND  OF  CANTERBURT. 


^ T-  K:.Mi  SI)  1,'fi  Ills  lioim-  at  Al.i 
^      y.Mr^  i.Kl.  to  sillily  ;il  Osf.ir 


I  Al.iti-iioii,  :i  lK.y  ..f  tir..:re 
:f.ini,  and  tlnT.'  jt..! (■..:-■> i 
liiiiiwlf  iit::iiiisi  iii:iiiy  i:ri,'Voiis  tl•llllniln.>n^  t-y  .1  v..v>  -f 
.■l,;t:iniy.  iiii.l  hv  fs[ioii-iiji:  hiiusclf  lo  Mary  f-r  :;;V.  l!^' 
w:iss,KHi  ,:illi-.I  ti>iu-IJv,-i.ui>liulif..-,  nn.i  ;i,'  tri'.LMiror -f  rli.- 
.ii.»>-s.-  ,.f  S:,lJ^liiiry  slioivci  siieb  cli:irJiy  to  tli^  i-"-'  '-■'= 
ilif  a,-;m  s,iiil  In-  was  railier  ilie  in-asi.re  than  rbe  ir,'a-arcr 
of  (luir.'hiuvli.  In  13:14  li,"  was  rai#i-.i  10  the  >,-,- ..f  0.»^- 
UTliury,  ivl„.rf  \u-  f.'arK-s.-ly  .U'f,>mio<l  the  r:^li->  of  Vl'^t^b 
aud  !^^!We  -Ag-,\™sv  *«■  asM\^-,.  ^wV  iiT,wi  of  Henry  III  .  i-^' 
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finding  himself  nnable  to  force  that  mooarcb  to  reliDqnish 
the  livings  which  be  kept  vacant  for  the  benefit  of  the 
ro7al  coffers,  Edmund  retired  into  exile  sooner  than  appear 
to  connive  at  so  foul  a  wrong.  After  ttvo  years  spent  in 
Botitnde  and  prayer,  he  went  to  hie  reward,  and  the  mira- 
cles wrought  at  hie  lomb  at  Pontigny  were  so  r 


that  he  was  canonized  in  1346,  within  four  years  of  hia 
death. 

Reflection,— The  Saints  were  tempted  even  more  than 
ourselves ;  but  they  stood  where  we  fall,  because  they 
trusted  to  Mary,  and  not  to  themselves. 

Novembar  17.— ST.  QREQORr  THAUMATURQUS. 
^f  T.  Gbegobt  was  born  in  Pontns,  of  heathen  parents. 
J^  In  Palestine,  about  the  year  831,  he  studied  philos- 
ophy under  the  great  Origen,  who  led  him  from  the  pursuit 
of  human  wisdom  to  Christ,  Who  is  the  Wisdom  of  God. 
Not  long  after,  he  was  made  Bishop  of  Neo-C«9BaTQ&va.Ua 


own  ooantry.  As  he  lay  awake  one  nigbt  an  old  mio 
•ntered  hia  room,  anil  pointed  to  a  lady  of  Buperbunai 
bemttjr,  md  ndwnl  with  beavenly  light.  Tbis  old  nun 
WW  BL  JakB  Om  £vaiigeliBt,  and  liio  lad;  told  bim  to  gin 


Gregory  tlie  inatriKlion  he  Utjsired,  Thereupon  ho  gave 
St.  Gregory  a  crwil  which  conlniniMi  in  all  Its  fulness  Ih* 
diwtrino  of  the  Trinity.  Si.  Gregory  set  It  in  writing, 
direclod  nil  hia  pre«phing  by  it,  and  handed  il  down  lo  his 
Bucuessors.  Strong  in  this  faith,  ho  tiubdued  demons  ;  be 
forplold  the  future.  At  his  word  a  rock  moved  from  its 
place,  a  river  changed  its  course,  a  Inke  was  dried  op.  Hi- 
converted  hia  diocese,  and  strengthened  those  under  per 
Becutioii.  He  struck  down  a  rising  heresy  ;  ami.  whea  it 
«iis  gone,  this  creed  preserved  his  flock  from  llie  Ariiui 
pest.     St.  Gregory  died  in  the  year  2T0. 

Reflection. — Devotion  to  the  blessed  Mother  of  God  is 
the  sure  protection  of  faith  in  her  Divine  Son,  Every  tmt 
that  we  invoke  ber,  we  renew  our  faith  in  the  IncamBto 
God  ;  we  reverse  the  sin  and  unbtilief  of  onr  first  paroDii' 


a  18.]       um  up  tbm  tuwn.  (US 

Dnr  part  with  her  who  was  bleesed  beoaoM  she 


November  1&--8T.  OOO  OF  CLUNY. 

Christmas- eve,  a.d.  877,  a  noble  of  Aquitaine  im- 
plored Our  lAdf  to  grant  him  a  son.  His  prayer 
ard  :  Odo  was  born,  and  his  grateful  father  offered 
St.  MiLi'lin.  Odo  grew  in  wisduw  and  in  virtue,  and 
ler  tuiiged  to  see  bim  shine  at  court.  But  the  attroc- 
grace  was  loo  stroug.  Odo's  heitrt  was  sad  and  bis 
failed,  nnlil  he  forsook  the  world  and  sought  refuge 
the  shadow  of  St,  Hartin  at  Tours.  Later  on  he 
«  habit  of  St.  Benedict  nt  Buunie,  and  wjis  compelled 
me  abbot  of  the  great  ftijbcy  of  Cliiny,  ivliich  was 
lilding.     He  ruled  it  with  the  hand  of  a  uiaater  and 


1 

iningneas  of  a  Saint.  The  Pope  sent  for  him  often 
as  peacemaker  between  contending,'  princes,  and  it 
one  of  those  missions  of  mercy  that  he  was  taken 
tome.     At  bis  urgent  entreaty  he  was  borne  back 
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against  her,  and  found  in  it  nothing  but  beautiful  red  and 
white  roses,  although  it  war>  not  the  season  for  flowers. 
Bidding  her  pursue  her  way,  he  took  one  of  the  marvellous 
roses,  and  kept  it  all  his  life.  On  her  husband's  death  she 
was  cruelly  driven  from  her  palace,  and  forced  to  wander 
through  the  streets  with  her  little  children,  a  prey  to  hun- 
ger and  cold  ;  but  she  welcomed  all  her  sufferings,  and 
continued  to  be  the  mother  of  the  poor,  converting  many 
by  her  holy  life.  She  died  in  1231,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
four. 

Reflection. — This  young  and  delicate  princess  made  her- 
self the  servant  and  nurse  of  the  poor.  Let  her  example 
tasch  OS  to  disregard  the  opinions  of  the  world  and  to  over- 
eome  our  natural  repugnances,  in  order  to  serve  Christ  in 
the  persons  of  His  poor. 

November  20.— ST.  FELIX  OF  VALOIS. 

jgfT.  Feux  was  son  of  the  Count  of  Valois.  His 
1"^  mother  tlironghout  his  youth  did  all  she  could  to 
ealtlTete  in  him  a  spirit  of  charity.  The  unjust  divorce 
between  his  parents  matured  a  long- formed  resolution  of 
iMTiog  the  world  ;  and,  confiding  his  mother  to  her  pious 
brother,  Thibault,  Count  of  Champagne,  he  took  the  Cis- 
terdaii  habit  at  Clairvaux.  His  rare  virtues  drew  on  him 
such  adiniration  that,  with  St.  Bernard *s  consent,  he  fled  to 
Italy,  where  he  led  an  austere  life  with  an  aged  hermit. 
At  this  time  he  was  ordained  priest,  and  his  old  counsellor 
having  died,  he  returned  to  France,  and  for  many  years 
lived  as  a  solitary  at  Cerfroid.  Here  God  inspired  him 
with  the  desire  of  founding  an  Order  for  the  redemption  of 
Christian  captives,  and  move<l  St.  John  of  Mat  ha,  then  a 
youth,  to  conceive  a  similar  wish.  Together  they  drew  up 
the  rules  of  the  Order  of  the  Holy  Trinity.  Many  disciples 
gathered  round  them  ;  and,  seeing  that  the  time  V\«A  <:^\Qi^ 
lor  farther  Mtion,  tbe  two  Saints  made  a  ^i\\gc\ifiA%^  \a 


■  ncTORUi, 


Biaoa  to  obtain  the  conSnnKtMo  of  the  Order  from  Imti)- 
c«nt  ni.  Tbeir  prarer  wm  gnnud.  and  the  lasi  fifww 
j«ais  of  Felii'a  long  life  were  sp«til  io  organiiing  and  d*- 


Rellection.^"Think  how  much,"  sajsSt.  John  Chrysos- 
tom,  "  and  how  ofien  thy  moath  hns  sinned.  And  thon  ni!t 
devoic  ihrself  eiitirply  (o  Ihe  conversion  of  sinners.  For 
by  th'if  one  me.ins  Ihou  wilt  blot  out  nit  (by  eins,  in  (hut 
ihy  mouth  will  become  tlie  mouth  of  Uod." 

November  21 THE  PRESENTATION  OF  THE  BLESSED 

VIRGIN  MARY. 
ELicrors  pnrcnls  never  fail  by  devout  prayer  to  conse- 
their  children  to  the  divine  service  and  love, 
both  before  and  after  their  birth.  Some  amongst  the 
Jews,  not  content  vitb  this  general  consecration  of  their 
children,  offered  them  to  Qod  in  their  infancy,  by  the 
imada  of  Ihe  prieetB  in  the  Temple,  to  be  lodged  in  apart- 


II' 


aai.] 


Liraa  or  thb  tuvn. 


menta  belonging  to  the  Temple,  iind  brought  np  in  attend- 
ing the  priests  and  Levites  in  the  sacred  ministry.  It  is 
an  ancient  tradition  that  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary  was 
thus  solemnly  offered  to  God  in  the  Turaple  in  her  infancy. 
This  festival  of  the  Presentation  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  the 
Chorch  celebrates  this  day.  The  tender  soul  of  Mary  was 
tfaeD  adorned  with  the  most  precious  gnicex,  an  object  of 
astonishment  and  praise  to  the  angels,  and  of  the  highest 
oomplacence  to  the  adorable  Trinity  ;  the  Futlicr  looking 
npon  her  as  His  beloved  daughter,  the  Son  as  one  chosen 
and  prepared  to  become  His  mother,  and  the  Holy  Gbost 
as  His  darling  spouse.  Mary  was  the  first  who  set  np  tiio 
standard  of  virginity ;  and,  by  consecrating  it  by  a  |>er' 
petual  vow  to  Our  I»rd,  she  opened  tbe  way  to  all  virgins 
vbo  have  since  followed  her  example. 


Reflection, — Mary's  first  presentation  to  God  was  an 
f^ering  most  acceptable  in  His  sight.  Let  onr  oonsecra- 
tion  of  ourselves  to  God  be  made  under  her  patronage, 
■nd  assisted  by  her  powerful  intercession  and  the  nav<^v^  cA. 
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Rllotred.  and  left  her  atil]  alive.  For  two  days  iind  nights 
Cecilia  lay  with  her  head  h:C,f  severed  on  the  pavement  of 
ber  bsih,  fully  sensible,  and  joyfully  awaitint;  her  crown  ; 
on  the  third  the  aiiouy  was  over,  and  a.d.  177  the  virgin 
Saint  gave  back  her  pure  spirit  to  Christ. 

Reflection. — St.  Cecilia  leaches  ns  to  rejoice  in  every 
■aeriflce  as  a  pledge  of  our  love  of  Christ,  and  to  welcome 
sufferings  and  death  as  hastening  our  anion  vith  Him. 

Novenib«r  33.-ST.  CLEMENT  OF  ROME. 
Cit-  Clement  i.i  siiid  ro  have  ln-i'ii  a  cmivcrt  of  noble 
>"-'  birth,  and  to  have  been  consecrated  bishop  by  St. 
Peter  himself,  ^iih  the  words  of  the  npostles  still  rinffing 
In  his  ears,  he  be^ciin  to  rule  the  Church  of  Gud  :  and  (bus 
lis  ms  among  the  first,  as  he  was  among  the  most  illus- 


trious, in  the  long  line  of  those  who  have  held  the  place 
and  power  of  Peter.  He  lived  at  the  same  time  and  in  Itio 
■ame  city  with  Domitian,  tfar  persecutor  of  the  Church  ; 
and  besides  txiemai  foes  he  had  to  contend  v:\>^  w^uxix 


t  within.  Tlio  OoriutbioB  Cbitrdi  <■ 
ion  (|r  IMwkUn  «rifr.  uid  lU  mointwra  sai  tW  uilwitr  i 
<tf  Ikilt-  ihm  at  dafancai  It  wns  thon  thftt  dt  Clrra^  | 
tMwMnilte  Ifea  yiMlf  ilii  of  his  Mpot.tolicAuthonij.ud  ' 
MBftiyRkmMM  aptab  M  the  CoHnthiAiiA.  Be  nig«t  Ikl  i 
AiOHv^vkMiitj.aadabavealluf  subniieiloa  wtbacbiflL  . 
Ito  ilM  Mt  ivMk  in  T<^B  :  pvttee  Mid  order  mm  iwttwii.  ! 
9i.CkMMt  b^  <lMa  Ub  work  on  eB^tt^  uul  8twtfl)"BK  j 

^M»aBatMi^h»lfe«ulte«.  • 

—  O'mI  r««anil«  a  simple  spirit  of  salnriisiMi 
''■r  ths  t'-'uvir  iloiio  to  tlietn  is  done  to  Him, 
.    I---..!.:    y[7  f:iirti    in   ll:ult^'^,  if  you  fail  ia 


J   OF  THE    CROSS. 
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-.17'      .  I-   .■.■-•. r.  kvi  n.-i   S;.   T-t.^s,*,  v.::\:i 

.-,-■■.,  :■■-■•- ^^-'■1--1  i.llii  !'■  ivmai:,  ,w.\  'i.-l;.  ■ 

-   ^'  .  .-.vi;   (.'ni'T.      Tbu-  l!o   K-.>;im,- i;;. 

■    .,■   iv.7.':.v>u-d  Oiriiu-liifs.      His  r,-f..rm.  li 

ii'v^'--- 
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>iifiL;;uxi  ttn'  Sitiiit  ;i#  n  fisjriuvo  atiil  aPv's:a:t 
',:^%'  jT.sv'ii,  H-|u-iiiv  bf  only  c.=c.i[-.-.i.  afic 
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s^ilTuTu-.j:.   ;.l   ilio   nsU  yf  his  life.     T«-).^   . 

>^f'.'w    1 

■■■^  dtiili,  ln'  "as  shiimt'fiilly  persetiiit-l   i 

irel\itvi 

donment  by  creatures  only  deepened  his  iDterinr  peaoe  and 
devout  longing  for  heaven. 


liS 

i 

'■\\   ■  . .       '■* 

Lr.^_._:^^i 

Reflection.—  L  e  n  the  world  said  St.  John,  "aa  i( 
God  and  your  sou!  only  were  m  it ;  so  shall  your  heart  bo 
never  made  captive  by  any  earthly  thing." 

Movember  23.— ST.  CATHERINE  OF  ALEXANDRrA. 

OATHERi^fE  was  a  noble  virgin  of  Alexandria.  Before 
her  Baptism,  it  is  said,  she  saw  in  vision  the 
Blessed  Virgia  ask  ber  Son  to  receivt  ber  among  His  ser- 
vants,  bat  the  Divine  Infant  turned  away.  After  Baptism, 
Catherine  saw  the  same  vision,  when  Jesos  Christ  received 
ber  with  great  affection,  and  espoused  her  before  the  court 
of  heaven.  When  the  impious  tyrant  Maiimin  II.  came 
to  Alezandria,  fascinated  by  the  wisdom,  beauty,  and 
wealth  of  the  Baint,  he  in  vain  urged  his  suit.  At  last  in 
his  rage  and  disappointment  he  ordered  her  to  be  stripped 
and  scourged.  She  fled  to  tbe  Arabian  mountains,  where 
the  soldiers  overtook  ber,  and  after  man^  UmucoXi^uWvR 


U  iliMilh.     Her  body  was  Inii)  in  Mount  SioKi,  nrid  n  bean- 
Uful  legutii)  reUt«e  Ihnt  CHtherine  having  pnyed  that  DO 


loan  uiiglii  sec  or  touch  her  body  after  death,  angels  bore 
it  to  the  grave. 

Be  Section.— The  constancy  dispUyed  by  the  Sainis  in 
their  Rlorious  niariyrdom  cannot  be  isolated  from  their 
previous  lives,  but  is  iheir  natural  sequence.  If  we  wiah 
to  emulate  their  perse  vera  oce,  let  us  first  imitate  theif 
fidelity  to  grace. 


November   26.— ST.  PETER   OF   ALEXANDRIA,  8iihap, 
M&rtyr. 

<~-fT.  Petek  govprned  the  Church  of  Alexandria  during 
^^  the  persecution  of  Diocletian.  The  sentence  of  «i- 
cfiromnnication  that  he  was  the  first  to  pronounce  against 
the  schismatics,  Melitiusand  Arius,  and  which,  despite  the 
united  efforts  of  powerful  partisans,  he  strenuously  upheld, 
proves  that  he  possessed  as  much  sagacity  as  zeal  aud  firm- 
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nefls.  Bat  his  moat  oonstant  care  wits  employed  In  guard* 
iDg  his  flock  from  the  dangers  arising  ont  ot  persecution. 
He  nerer  ceased  repeating  to  them  that,  In  order  not  to 
ten  death,  it  was  needful  to  begin  by  dying  to  self,  re- 
nonncing  onr  will,  and  detaching  ourselves  from  all  tilings. 
St.  Peter  gave  an  example  of  such  detachment  by  under- 
going martyrdom  in  the  year  Sll. 

Reflection. — "How  hardly  shall  they  that  have  riches 
cater  into  the  kingdom  of  God ! "  says  Onr  Saviour ;  be- 


bound  to  earth  by  the  strong  ties  of  their 


November  27.-ST.  MAXIMUS,   Bishop. 

BT.  Maximus,  abbot  of  Lcrins,  in  succession  to  St 
Honoratus,  was  remarkable  not  only  for  the  spirit 
of  recollection,  fervor,  and  piety  familiar  to  him  from  very 
childhood,  but  still  more  for  the  gentleness  aud  kindlinesa 
with  which  he  governed  the  monaaierj  w\)\c^u.\.  N.Ni'o.X.  "Cvisal 


f«aauiiMd  m»ay  religiotu.  xnd  was  fuuoos  for  the  lenrning 
rni^  T^'-'T  -^  ""  l-^thrrn.  EitiibJtJDg  iu  his  own  [>«iwn 
■■-  most  sterling  Tirlues,  his  eihorlatioM 


could  iiu(  tail  to  prove  alt -persuasive  ;  loving  all  his  relig- 
ious, wliom  it  WHS  liis  delight  to  consider  as  one  famil.r,  be 
established  atuong:;!  them  that  sweet  coucord,  unioti,  and 
holy  emiilaiion  tor  well-doing  which  render  the  exercise  of 
Authority  needless,  and  makes  submission  a  pleasure.  Tbe 
clergy  and  people  of  Frejiis,  moved  by  such  s  shining  ei- 
ample,  elected  Maximus  for  their  bishop,  but  be  took  to 
flight ;  subsequently  he  was  compelled,  however,  to  accept 
the  see  of  Riez,  where  he  practised  virtue  in  all  gentleness, 
mnd  died  in  460,  regretted  as  the  best  of  fathers. 

Reflection.""  Masters,  do  to  your  servants  that  which 
is  just  and  equal,  knowing  that  you  also  have  a  Uaster  in 
heaTeo." 


Novambttr  3S.-8T.  JAMES  OF  LA   MARCA  OF 

ANCONA. 
"s^HE  small  town  of  Hontbnutdoii,  in  the  Hikrca  of  An- 
^-'  cona,  gave  birth  to  this  Saint  When  yoang  he 
was  sent  to  the  University  of  Peragia,  whure  his  progress 
in  learning  soon  qnaliHed  him  to  be  chosen  preceptor  to  a 
^ncg  gentleman  of  Florence.  Fearing  that  he  might  be 
iDgnlfed  in  the  whirlpool  of  worldly  excesses,  St.  JAmes 
^>pUed  himself  to  prayer  and  recollection.  When  travel- 
ling near  AeaisJum  he  went  into  the  great  Church  of  the 
Portiancnla  to  pray,  and  being  animat^^  by  the  fervor  of 
tbe  holy  men  who  there  served  God,  and  by  the  example  of 
their  blessed  founder  St.  Francis,  he  determined  to  petition 
in  that  very  place  fur  the  habit  of  the  Order.  He  began 
bis  tpiritnal  war  against  the  devil,  the  world,  and  the  Besh, 


with  aasidnoas  prayer  and  extraordinary  fasta  and  watch- 
ings.  For  forty  yeara  be  never  passed  a  day  without 
taking  the  discipline.    Being  chosen  A.TCb\)uv^io^  i^V  "W^a.^, 
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heathen  worship,  on  the  way  to  his  own  ehnreh.  One  dsj 
s  ^reat  maltitnde  was  gathered  by  an  altar,  where  a  bnll 
stood  ready  for  the  sacrifice.  A  man  in  the  crowd  pointed 
oat  Sataminas.  who  was  parsing  by,  and  the  people  would 
hare  forced  him  to  idolatry ;  but  the  holy  biabop  answenni: 
*'  I  know  bat  one  G«m1.  and  to  Him  I  will  offer  the  sacrifice 
of  praise.  How  can  I  fear  gods  who,  as  yon  nay,  are  afraid 
of  me  ?  ^^  On  this  he  was  fastened  to  the  bull,  which  was 
driven  down  the  capitol.  The  brains  of  the  Saint  were 
scatter^  on  the  steps.  His  mangled  iMxly  was  taken  up 
and  buried  bv  two  devout  women. 

Reflection. — When  beset  by  the  temptations  of  the  tlovil, 
let  OS  c<'ill  upon  the  Saints,  who  reign  with  Christ.  They 
were  p«:)werful  during  their  lives  against  the  devil  and  his 
angels.  They  are  more  powerful  now  that  they  have  |)assed 
from  the  Church  on  earth  to  the  Church  triumphant. 

November  30.— ST.  ANDREW,  Apostle. 

Ciy-  Andrew  was  one  of  the  fishermen  of  BtHhsjiidn, 
}^^  and  brother,  perhaps  elder  brother,  of  St.  Peter, 
and  became  a  disciple  of  St.  John  Baptist.  Ho  seemed 
always  eager  to  bring  others  into  notice  ;  when  called  hint* 
self  by  Christ  on  the  banks  of  the  Jordan,  his  first  thought 
was  to  go  in  search  of  bis  brother,  and  he  said,  **  Wo  have 
found  (he  Messias/*  and  he  brought  him  to  Jt^us.  It  wim 
he  again  who,  when  Christ  wished  to  feed  the  five  thouiiand 
in  the  desert,  pointed  oat  the  little  lad  with  the  five  lonvim 
and  fishes.  St.  Andrew  went  forth  upon  his  mission  to 
plant  the  Faith  in  Scythia  and  Greece,  and  at  the  end  of 
years  of  toil  to  win  a  martyr's  crown.  After  suffering  a 
cmel  sconi^^g  at  Patne  in  Achaia,  he  whs  left,  bound  by 
cords,  todis  npoD  a  cross.  When  St.  Andrew  first  caught 
sight  or4lie  gibbet  on  which  he  was  to  die,  he  greeted  the 
precioni  wood  with  joy.  **0  good  cross!**  he  cried, 
**  made  beantifol  by  the  limbs  of  Christ,  lo  long  daftirad^ 


'  •»  ^■ffStr  ftwad :    R«c«JTv  me  into  thj  ann*  ud  f»  I 
C  ^  ■■  «j  MHwt,  thai  H«  Who  KdcMwd  m  tkn^  ! 


-   ( 


racnaBx  S.]        um  or  thi  Buirra.  5TS 

had  R  murdlons  seal  for  the  redemption  of  oaptlvee,  and 
for  their  deliTenuwe  wonid  selt  bi«  jewris,  hia  food,  his 
clothee,  and  hia  Tery  sboea,  once  hj  bia  pra;en  breaking 
tiieir  chains  and  opening  their  prisons.  Bis  great  delight 
was  in  making  rich  ahrinee  for  relics.  His  striking  rirtua 
CMiaed  him,  a  lajman  and  a  goldamith,  to  be  made  Bisht^ 
of  Noyon,  and  his  sanctitj  in  this  bol;  office  whs  remark- 
ablo.  He  posseesed  the  gifts  of  miracles  and  prophecy,  and 
died  in  WS. 

Reflection.— When  God  called  HIh  Sainls  to  HimBeir.  He 
Bi^t,  had  He  so  pleaaed,  have  taken  their  bodin  alao  ; 
tat  He  willed  to  leave  them  in  onr  charge,  for  our  help  and 


consolation.     Be  careful  to  imit.ite  SL  Eligins  in  making  a 
good  use  of  HO  great  a  treasure- 
December  2.-~ST.  BIBIANA,  Virgin,  Martyr. 
Cit.   BiBiANA  was    a    native    of    Borne.     Flavian,    ber 
^^     father,  was  apprehended,  burned  in  the  face  with 
a  hot  iron,  and  banished  to  Acquapendente,  wh«T«  te  dvtd. 
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of  his  wounJs  a  few  days  after  :  and  her  mother.  Daftw* 
was  Bomp  limi^  after  beheaded.  Bibifinaand  her  sister  Pe- 
mctria,  after  the  death  of  their  parents,  were  stripped  of 


all  tiii-y  liiui  ill  t\u-  (v.irlii  ;mii  siiiT.Ted  mueh  from  pcvcnj- 
A]iri>iil;iniis,  (invM'tiiir  ••(  I!i>in('.  siiinmoned  tliem  tt;  appfar 
U'f.iiv  liiid.  Ii.nii-rri;t.  Iinvii;;;  in;td.>  confessiou  of  lier 
faiih.  f.-ll  diwn  mid  i-\\>\tv>\  nt  the  f.vot  ot  the  tribunal.  i:i 
the  pri'si-nw  "f  ihe  jnd!;.'.  Apron  inn  us  pave  ordcni  thai 
ltibi,'in,i  Khiiiild  Im' put  iiiro  the  haiirls  of  a  nicked  woQian 
named  ['.iifiriii,  win.  iviis  In  linir«  lier  to  atn.iher  way  "f 
thinkin;;  i  liiit  Itibiatia.  uialiiii:;  inviyer  Iht  shii'ld,  reniaiiirti 
iiivinoililf.  Apnniiatiiis.  eiirapii  at  rh-:  eotir;ii;c  and  \Kr- 
severaiiee  of  a  (under  virgin,  nniemi  Iht  to  Iv  tied  toi 
pillar  and  whipped  wiili  sei>itrges  loaded  with  leaden  plnm- 
inels  till  she  expirtHl,  Tlie  Saiiil  uniierweut  this  punisli- 
nietit  cheerfully,  and  diinl  in  tlie  Iianiis  of  Iheexeeiuiom-r*. 


Reflection.— Pray  for  a  fidelity  aud  imtie 
ana's  under  all  trials,  that  neither  eonveiiii 


like  F 


LITX8  or  TOE  uinra. 


woridlj  advantage  may  ever  prevail  upoo  7011  to  transgress 
TOUT  daty. 


Oacsmber  3.— 8T.  FRANCIS  XAVIER. 

*23*  TOUMG  Spanish  gentlemnn,  in  the  diiiigerous  days  of 
«hR-*»  the  ReComiHtion,  was  making  a  nnnie  for  himself 
■■  »  Professor  of  Pliiloeophy  in  the  University  of  Pnris, 
and  had  seemingly  no  higher  eim,  when  .St.  Ignatius  of 
Li^ols  won  bim  to  heavenly  thoughts.  Atter  a  brief 
iqM6bda(e  amongst  his  countrymen  in  Rome  he  was  sent 
1^  St  Ignatius  to  the  Indies,  where  for  twelve  years  be 
was  to  wear  bimself  out,  beiiring  the  Gospel  to  IlindoHtan, 
to  Ifalacca,  and  to  Japan.  Thwartedby  the  jealousy,  civct- 
I,  and  carelessness  of  those  who  Khonld  have  hcl|>ed 
i  OHWuraged  him.  neither  their  opposition  nor  the  difB- 


cnlties  of  ever^-  sort  which  he  eneoonlered  could  make  bim 
■lacken  bis  labors  for  son  Is.  The  vast  kingdom  of  China 
q)pea1ed  to  bis  cbarity,  and  he  was  resolved  to  risk  hU  Ufe 
to  force  an  entiy,  wben  God  took  him  to  &\inK\t,  vn^  q>u 


■■  m  ihifclliiBlf    iH  tkis  anda  aatftke  qin 
■taiii4  SL  1^— ji  Xkviw.  tbe  dens  to  oiki 


)S^ 


'-.icb^r.  Pi'is-virti,  fiml  k-?pt  her  -ealonslT  i«lndrf 


e':ni 


liiiiiinratioii  of  bis  etuu.  »L:Ie  sv_I  j-Bi:  he  f.->r*iV«L  •.'•f 
world  and  «iil«T«d  »  moi^atzeTj.  whereia  he  bn^mr  a  m.oli-l 
of  fcrror.    Then  S«fau  had  bten  ica  xtftn  \vi  xVki*  t«vsa*ck- 
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tery,  being  eighteen  jears  old.  he  went  to  Jenialra  t» 
visit  the  h(Jy  places,  and  attached  himself  to  a  tawmuej 
tliBti  under  conlrol  of  St.  Euihymioa ;  bat  oa  the  d«*tliU 
the  holy  abbot  our  Saint  Kinght  the  wiltlemccs,  whew  it 
chose  his  [Iwetling  io  a.  cave  on  Ibe  top  of  a  high  moanuin, 
Bt  ihe  Ixiitomof  which  ran  iLe  brook  Cedrou,  Afttslw 
bail  lived  here  five  yeare,  scTcral  came  to  him,  desiriogtn 
aerve  God  under  bis  dirrcrion.  He  was  at  first  umriffios 
to  coDseut,  but  finally  founded  a  new  monastery  of  peooc* 
all  desirous  to  devolo  ihem&elves  to  praise  and  sem  Gdi 
vithout  interruption.  Hia  grnit  sanctity  becoming  kwnrB, 
lie  was  ordatued  priest,  at  the  age  of  Sfty-thTtw,  if  tbt 
IMtriar^  of  Jenisalem,  and  made  Superior-Generft]  nl  ID 
the  anchorites  of  Palestine.  He  lived  to  be  iiinetj-foor, 
and  (lied  on  ilif  'itli  of  rJtcember,  532, 

December  6,— ST.  NICHOLAS  OF  BARI. 

PJt.  Nicholas,  ilic  patron  Saint  of  Russia,  waa  bora 
f^  toward  the  end  of  the  third  century.  His  ancle, 
tbe  Archbishop  of  Mjra  in  Lycia,  ordained  him  priest,  and 
i^pointed  him  abbot  of  a  monastery  ;  and  on  the  death  of 
the  archbisbop  lie  was  elected  to  the  vacant  see.  Through- 
out his  iito  be  retained  the  bright  and  guileles.  manners  f 
hla  early  years,  and  sliowed  himself  the  spc  pro  ee 
of  tbe  innocent  and  tbe  wronged.  Nicbul  n  h  rd 
that  a  person  who  bad  fallen  into  poverty  n  nde< 
abandon  hia  three  daughters  to  a  life  of  sin.  D  erm  n 
if  possible,  to  save  tbeir  innocence,  the  Sain  w  t  on  b 
night,  and,  taking  with  him  a  bag  of  gold,  fl  g  t  n  b 
window  of  the  sleeping  father  and  hurried  off.  Ho,  on 
awaking,  deemed  the  gift  a  godsend,  and  witli  it  dowered 
his  eldest  child.  Tbe  Saint,  overjoyed  at  his  snccess,  mnde 
like  venture  (or  the  second  daughter  ;  but  the  tbini  time, 
aa  he  stole  away,  the  father,  who  was  watching,  overtook 
him  and  kissed  bis  feet,  saying:  "Nicholas,  why  dost  thoo 


Qoneeal  tfayielf  from  met  Thou  art  mj  helper,  and  he 
vfao  baa  deliverad  my  soul  an<l  my  daaghtets'  from  helL" 
Bt  Micbotas  is  uaoallj  represented  by  the  side  of  a  vessel, 
vberein  a  certain  man  had  concealed  the  bodies  of  his 
three  children  whom  he  had  killed,  but  who  were  restored 
to  life  by  the  Saint.  He  died  A.d.  B42.  His  relics  were 
tnuislated  in  1807,  to  Ban,  Italy,  and  there,  after  fifteen 
centuries,  "  the  mmina  of  St.  Nicholas  "  still  flows  from 
his  bones  and  heals  all  kinds  of  sick. 


Reflection.— Those  who  would  enter  heaven  must  be  as 
little  children,  whose  greatest  glory  is  Iheir  iniioccnce. 
How,  two  things  are  ours  to  do:  first,  to  preserve  it  in 
ourselves,  or  regain  it  by  penance ;  secondly,  to  love  and 
shield  it  in  others. 


Dacamber  7.-ST.  AMBROSE,  BIthop. 
*j-g'MBROSB  was  of  a  noble  family,  and  was  governor  of 
A^'^    Milan  a.d.  374,  when  a  bishop  was  to  be  chosen 
for  that  great  see.    Aa  the  Ariaa  heretica  ««to  ^^sni  wv& 
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1,1  ].r.'9i'rvt!  ortliT  during  tUe  elccIiM. 
■Miu'n.  ii  w;m  iho  will  ot  God  tbsile 
'--:.  i-\  .ii;clamiitii.iu  ;  and,  in  Epiicol 
•.  !:■■  w.t*  l.>atiii7.tHl  mid  (.-uuseLtMnL 


7^' 

i;     -  .-    .  .;■.:,::  .A.  ;•>  ,:.i;  ■.:   ;i  i.:iM..r.  fiill  uf  syni- 

I  .■  ._.  ,vv  :  ■  ,.;■  ■>■.  ^■■:::>  nvA  •.-■■ifi-ae-'iMif^  in  things  Id- 

.::'■:■-.':  ;:,r;-\:'p;i' in  m;iitiT- of  jirin.'ijil..'.     Uoslixivcl 

i.>  :•-,-■.-  .■•;i:  ):i  l.iMviii:;  rlit>  iinn^Tof  ilii>  Kmj-riwJiis- 

.  ■.  ;■'■■  \:;v.  !i<--  ..f  M:l:iv.  T..  tli..-  Ari:iri*,  ;i!iil  by  rt-lmk- 
y  _■  ..:,  ;  ■  1  .  ■.;  M  i-.'';:i:i.-.-  ((!■'  ii'ally  iriv.il  Ernjw-ror  Thoo- 
.:  .V  :..  -.v;.  ,  [■_':,  i„..i;i..iit  ..f  irritulk.n  li,-i.i  i>iiii[slK-d  ni.ist 
.::;:y  ;i  ^^  ■■...;,  ,.f  :'.:.•  i::!i,ibji;(nu  i.f  Tll.•^^:.l..ni■■a.  IIt> 
■.i.>^  ::.,  :■;■:.■  la-.i  o.::s..1.t -f  Sl.M.mifa  in  al!  lu-r  sorniws. 
a',  i  ;:;  ::>:  ;  ..  l.ul  tlifj..y..f  a.liiiiuiu;!  lo  lli.- Clmri'li  !i.t 
y.-.U  Si.  A:ii;;isiii:.-.  Sr.  Amlm.si.'  ili.'.l  A.l>.  :«>:.  fall  ■■( 
\fai-s  a::.I  .-f  li.*ii..i%.  and  is  n^v.-n-d  In-  iW-  rlmn-h  ...f  i^kI 

Reflection. — Whi'ticf  ciini.'  In  St.  Ambrose  his  jrrnmV'ur 
of  miud,  his  I'lL-nniL-KS  of  insight,  Ills  iiitruiiidity  in  muiu- 
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taiaingthe  faith  and  discipline  of  tbe  Church?  Wiieoce 
bnt  from  his  contempt  of  the  world,  from  his  fearing  Ood 
alone  t 

Dacember  8.— THE  FEAST  OF  THE  IMMACULATE 
CONCEPTION. 

ON  this  dny,  so  dear  to  every  Catholic  henrt,  wo  cele- 
brate, in  the  first  place,  the  moment  in  which  Al- 
mighty God  fallowed  Uary,  through  the  distance  of  ages,  to 
ouF  first  parents  as  the  Virf;in  Mother  of  the  divine  Re- 
deemer, the  n'Oman  destined  to  crush  the  bead  of  the  sor- 
pent.  And  ns  by  eternal  decree  she  was  miraculously 
exempt  from  all  stain  of  origiiinl  sin,  ami  eridowetl  with 
the  richest  treasures  of  grace  and  sanctity,  it  is  meet  that 


we  should  honor  her  glorious  prerogatives  by  this  special 
feast  of  the  Immaculate  Conception.  We  should  join  in 
spirit  with  the  blessed  in  heaven,  and  rejoice  'vWa  cnt  &kbx 
VotiMT,  not  jnif  for  her  own  Bitk«,  bat  tor  owv  \i»t  ^k^ 


o*  hm  glory  and  h  .:■;.. - 
4kwifek**M**BBiAiVaiitoerM>nao  Uialevvr  IULJ:..^ 
«tk••w,««•*«r  DvwMber,  ISM.  wfaioh  r&iu^  ibe  IiL- 
^HhAmr  Cum^iAmi  wI  1>a  Rkeseii  Lad  J  frim  a  i>:<'u-' 
MrfaBTftM  tllliiq  rf>dopn*  of  the  liif&nibleCtutiL. 
<Mrtit  *'""*'** W—w***  *^  fMthfuL 

iWkrthK—4«t  ■>  n^Mt  fn«iiM>Ql  If  these  words  appBcd 
^litotL*«Mn*UtlttBMM<d  ViT^a  :  "Thou  art  all  fair, 
•  «  Mt  ■  4pu«  in  llw*  "  (Caul.  ir.  7). 


•.-ST.  LEOCADIA,  Virgin, 


^... 


iKitMired  aa  z 

tbOMF  «h3R&tfS    3UaR     if  til!    ! 

Her  irivs  ««c>  £?cc  m.  ^ac  wa-OL  vet  f 

Oriedo,  u>i  ••low  j*K»  i^wh-k"!  a  i 
tain.  Mar  Xtc*  is  =.i^Taii."r.      Vstrf  -^tn  imfclT  : 
bark  TO  T' ti^i>>  Wzh.  c^ae  >:inc.  uii  ^ueni  a  ^e 
rfmrrh  :bt«  tc  -J:*  3fci  :*  i^rl,  tW 

RrilfCTian — X«»  x^  3*:e  zLjiimi  Hf  -Jut  wmi  k 

diq)Ci3^iH>u  whi;a  zbtr  iii  :a  tie  tctaiirrr*  Ctrasauis. 

PiMwtT  KU-«T.  EULMJA,  ¥«(»,  Mwtir. 

CiT.  EcLALU  vas  a  CArive  of  MtrA^  ia  S^ain.  St« 
^-^  was  bat  tweJT*  T«ar^  rii  vb«Q  the  W<»iiv  «iiicu  of 
IHodetiao  veT«  iwd-  EolAlia  prewnied  h«rseU  before 
Ote  cmd  rtiscf  Itarianm.  ai^d  reproaFhnl  him  for  kilenipt- 
fag  to  deXiTiT  icfiib  br  a>tn{iel]icg  them  to  reaoaiice  ibe 
oniy  tnie  God.  Tb«  ei>T^nior  commanded  her  ti>  be  wixn), 
and  «t  flist  trkii  I'j  via  her  o\fx  by  flsttery.  bot  failing  in 
tbn,  be  bad  recourse  tu  threUs,  and  caiued  Ibe  most  dmil- 
(ill  inatnunenu  of  tonnre  to  be  placed  befoi«  ber  eves,  say- 
liig  to  ber :  "All  thu  joa  shall  escape  if  too  will  but  tiHich 
a  Httls  salt  and  frankincenie  with  the  tip  of  jour  anp.T." 
ProToked  ■(  tb«e  wdatiaK  flatteries,  onr  Stunt  thrpw  dow  n 
tbeidol.  aod  trampled  upon  the  cake  which  was  laid  for  I  ho 
BacriBce.  At  the  judge's  order,  two  eiecutioners  tatv  Iiit 
tender  sides  with  iron  books,  so  as  to  leave  the  very  Ih^im 
bore.  Next  lighted  torches  were  applied  to  hir  brvMls  ami 
sides;  under  which  torment,  instead  of  ktimuis,  notblu« 
was  heard  tmm  bee  iDoatb  bat  thuikafp.'sVaB^   t\m  %.t«  A 


SIM  I.ITTI.E    nCTl'ltlAI.  [UFA-CXWH  li- 

:i(i.i  ilic  Miiiil  v,:i>  stilli'ci  l.v  Itjv  myko  aiir,  ll:,uu-. 


December  11.     ST.   DAMASUS,  Pope. 

Q<T.    I'A-MAsrs  n:,s    l,.-rii   at    l;..iii.>  al    Ihr    U--z\mv 

^     111.-   f,)iir(ll   c-utiirv-.      II,-   was   ,-irchiI.-;ii. 

n-.i,i;in  Clillli-ll  in  :l.-io.  «ll.-ll  r.>l.o  l.il.(>rius  ^^:l-  !,,- 
i,(i..,I  I..  ll.-niil.  illlrl  f.)lU.«-,.cl  lliin  im..  .-xii.-.  l,i;.  ;.'M- 
«;irii   ivliir:;i-il  l.i  ll.mii-.      On  Itio  il-Mtli  .if  l.-l.,-r;i)<  -  i 

.•<:iiiil    v.is   i-li,i.-^.ii   (.>  sili-i rl  liiiii.      riviiiii...  ji   i-,.im1.!;M 

f..r  ll!.-  Iii-h  ..rli.-,-,  ii,i-irnl  ;i  i.-v,.lL  l.iil  tin-  li^-lv  I'.-j-i-  :.■■■■, 
iitilysdi-lim-lU.Ji  »s«MS  Ur..iiiin;,-toil,.-t.imiii-.ii  fjiiJi.T.-l 
til.'  fiiiiliful.  II;iviiiK  fmii  tin-  (.■iiiir.li  of  tlu>  ii-w  s.hisni, 
III-  ninLcd  Ills  atlL-niion  to  tin-  i-\liriiiilkiii  i-f  Ar::iuis;ii  in 
■  111-  Wi-Kt  iitiil  of  AiH>Iliiiiinantstii  in  t)u>  l<::ist,  iiml  fni-  i!ii- 
purjiost;  ho  amveiu-il  si-vi-riil  (-i.mm-ils.      IK-   ivhuili  llw 
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Cbarch  of  St.  LaanoM,  which  to  this  daf  te  known  m  St. 
Laurence  in  Damato  ;  he  made  ma&y  valuable  pnweiita  to 
this  church,  and  settled  upon  it  houses  and  Itrnds  In  Its 
¥)cinitj.  H«  likewise  dnined  all  the  springs  of  tliu  Vati- 
can, which  ran  orer  the  bodies  that  wero  buried  then),  and 
decorated  the  sepalchres  of  a  great  number  of  martyrs  in 
the  cemeteries,  and  adorned  them  with  epitaphs  in  verso. 


Having  sat  eighteen  y< 
10th  of  December,  in 


December  12. 


-ST.  VALERY,  Abbot.-ST.  FINIAN, 
Bithop. 


^^•;^Hi3  Saint  was  born  at  Auvergne,  in  the  sixth  century, 
^-'  and  in  his  childhood  kept  his  father's  sheep.  Ho 
was  yet  young  when  he  took  the  monastic  habit  in  thu 
neighboring  monastery  of  SL  Antony.  Seeking  the  mo»t 
perfect  means  of  advancing  in  the  paths  of  all  vlrt.u.w,  tv« 


-  -  ^-i;      -Jl^  T7r$  of 


DMMibv  13^— ST.  LUCY,  VwpM,  ■m1|i. 
^3^HX  inotb«  o(  8t.  Lucy  milled  four  jcus  bom  ui 
^9  inoe  of  blood,  and  Ibe  help  of  msn  faOed.  St.  Lurj 
raminded  her  mottter  that  a  Tomui  in  the  Gospd  had  been 
bfiftled  of  the  aame  disorder.  "Sc  Agiha  "  she  nid, 
"  stands  erer  in  the  sight  of  Him  for  Whom  she  died. 
Only  tooch  ber  Kpalcbre  with  faith,  and  fon  will  b« 
healed."  They  spent  the  night  pmring  by  tb«  tomb,  till, 
cntxeotae  by  weariness,  both  fell  ule«p.  St.  Af^ha  ap- 
peared in  viaon  to  St.  Loct-.  and  caltiiig  ber  sister,  foie- 
tc^  ber  mother's  recoTeiy  and  ber  own  maitTrdom.  That 
inaUnt  the  cnre  was  effected:  uid  in  her  gralitude  ibe 
motfaer  allowed  her  daoghter  to  di^tribnte  ber  wealth 
anmng  the  poor,  and  consecrate  her  rirginitr  to  CbrisL 
a  to  vbcHD  she  bad  been  promised  in  marriage 


accused  her  as  a  Christian  to  the  heathen  ;  but  Our  Lord, 
by  a  specisl  miracle,  saved  from  outrage  this  virgin  whom 
He  had  chosen  for  His  own.    The  fiT«  VLiidL\«&  vra\n^&\«R 


dU  bn  BO  hurt.    Then  Uw  Biiwd  wu  planged  inbi 
bcut,  w)d  the  pioiiuM  made  at  tb«  tomb  of  SLl^flt 
WMtnUUM. 

ffilfUnw — ^Tbe  Saints  had  to  bear  anfflaringa  and  tM^ 
tatioDB  graater  Car  than  yonra.  How  did  thdj  mtnam 
them  t  By  the  lore  of  Christ.  IToumh  thia  pure  Ion  hj 
mediUtiog  on  the  m^-steries  of  Christ's  life ;  and,  abon  aU, 
by  devotion  to  the  Hoi;  Eucharist,  wbich  is  the  aatidctt 
against  sin  and  the  pledge  of  eternal  life. 

Daeember  14.— ST.  NICASIU8,  Arctibiibop,  and  his  Com- 
panions) Martrn- 
I\  the  fifth  centnry  an  army  of  barbarians  from  Gff- 
iiiiiny  ravaging  part  of  Gnul,  jilundereil  the  cilyot 
Rheim^.      Nii;asius,   ttie  holy  bishop,    had  foretold    t]ai 


calamity  to  his  flock.  When  he  saw  the  enemy  at  the  gates 
and  in  the  streete,  toT^ting  himself,  and  solicitous  only 
(or  hia  siftTiiaal  rtHi4i«a,\«s-«'SDS.  tesia.  iw«  to  door  en- 
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oouraging  all  to  patience  and  constancy,  and  awaking  in 
every  breast  the  most  heroic  sentiments  of  piety  and  re- 
ligion. In  endeavoring  to  save  the  lives  of  his  flock  he 
exposed  himself  lo  tlie  swords  of  the  infidels,  who,  after  a 
thousand  insnlts  and  indignities,  cut  off  his  head.  Florcns, 
his  deacon,  and  Jocond,  his  lector,  were  massacred  by  !iis 
side.  His  sister  Eatropia,  a  virtuous  virgin,  fearing  she 
might  be  reser>'ed  for  a  fate  worse  than  death,  boldly  cried 
out  to  the  infidels  that  it  was  her  unalterable  rvsolntion 
rather  to  sacrifice  her  life  than  her  faith  or  Iier  integrity 
and  virtue.  Upon  which  they  despatched  her  with  their 
cutlasses. 

Reflection. — Boar  patiently  and  sweetly  bodily  suflfer- 
ings,  and  prepare  for  the  day  of  trial  by  the  courageous 
endurance  of  the  daily  crosses  incident  to  your  state. 

December  15.- ST.  ME8MIN. 

CLT'  Mesmin  was  a  native  of  Verdun.  The  inhabitants 
^^  of  that  place  having  proved  disloyal  to  King  Clevis, 
Ml  nncle  of  our  Saint's,  a  priest  named  Euspice,  brought 
about  a  reconciliation  between  the  monarch  and  his  sub- 
jects. Clovis,  appreciating  the  virtues  of  Euspice,  per- 
snaded  him  to  take  up  his  residence  at  court,  and  the 
aeirant  of  God  took  St.  Mesmin  along  with  him.  While 
joomcying  to  Orleans  with  Clovis  he  noticed  at  about  two 
leagaes  from  the  city,  beyond  the  Loire,  a  solitary  spot 
oalled  Micy,  which  he  thought  well  suited  for  a  retreat. 
HATing  asked  for  and  obtained  the  place,  he  with  Mesmin 
and  several  disciples  built  there  a  monastery,  of  which  ho 
took  charge.  At  his  death,  which  happened  alx)ut  two 
years  after,  our  Saint  was  appointed  abbot  by  Eusebius, 
Bishop  of  Orleans.  During  a  terrible  famine  he  fed  nearly 
the  whole  city  of  Orleans  with  wheat  from  his  monastery, 
without  perceptibly  reducing  it ;  he  also  drove  an  enor- 
mous seipent  out  of  the  place  in  wb\c\x  Yi^  ^«&  ^1\^xn^^t^ 


UTTLE  PtCTORUI, 


buriiHl.  Haviii);  govrmnl  his  mona$t<;ry  ten  veats.  he 
died  as  he  Imd  lived,  in  the  odor  of  sanctity,  on  ihe  ISb 
of  December,  530. 


Reflection,  — I'rvv  aio  Ciillfil  lo  .s^rvo  (i.-^i  l-v  iHvai 
irti.,.,>.  I>ul  ;lI1  ;iiv  li.uiu.i  lo  yrive  aflcT  |K.-iffiiiou  in  liie 
mliiiary  ;«tiini=  uf  Itieii'  duiiy  life. 


December  T6.— ST.  EUSEBIUS,  Bishop. 

^T.  Ki-SEiiir^  lias  lM)rii  ..f  n  iml.!,.  faiiiih-.  in  ili.'  i-bu'l 
^  nf  S^Li-.iiiila.  whi'iv  his  rather  i>  sai.l  m  \r.iw  tli-l  in 
lirisi.ii  f'lr  [hi'  K;iilh.     Tlif  faint's  mnth.-r  .■^.rri.'^i  iiiiii  ^^^i' 


,r<iaiiii(i,  ,,-nvd  [ 


i^f  Vf 


i(uui>li-  chcst'ii.  I.y  iK.lh  Hfvgy  iiri-l  p-i.iili-,  ir,  fill  ii,  V-- 
hol.v  hi.shop  siiwlhat  (lio  In-st  iind  lii>i  means  n.  l:il-r 
elTivtiially  for  Ihe  edili cation  autl  sadctith-aliod  i>f  i.i-' 
ptvijiU'  Hiis  1"  have  a  zealous  clersy.  lie  was  :tt  the  sjm« 
time  very  citreful  to  instruct  hu  tUx.'k.  ami  Jtispiri'  ilit^m 
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with  the  maxims  o[  tlic  Gospel.    The  force  of  the  truth 

which  he  prenchcd,  together  with  his  exam))le,  bronght 

many  sinners  to  a  change  of  life.     Ho  courageously  fought 

against  the  heretics,  who  hail  him  bitnishetl  to  Scythopolis, 

I  and  thence  to  Upjier  Theliais  in  £gyj>t,  wliere  ho  suffered 

I  so  grievonaly  aa  to  win,  in  some  of  the  }>nneg}Tic3  in  his 

I    praise,  the  title  of  martyr.     He  died  iu  the  InitiT  part  of 

I    the  year  871. 

Reflection. —The    routine  of    cvon'-day,    onimonplaco 
duties  is  no  hindrance  to  a  free  intiuiticy  wiili  Gotl.     He 


will  disclose  His  hidden  ways  to  you  in  proportion  ai 
follow  your  vocation  faithfully,  whether  in  llie  world  « 
cloister. 


g 


Decambar  I7.-8T.  OLrMPIAS,  Widow. 
T.  Olympias,  the  glory  of  the  widows  in  the  Ea.stem 


Church,  was  of  n  noble  and  weaUXv^  iaKv\\^.  Vfc\%. 
as  orphan  at  a  tender  age,  she  was  l)TOUg\\t  u'j  ^"i  "^Ni*"*- 
doaia.  Bister  of  St.  -AmphiloohiuB,  a  vittaows  a.u4  -pTMie^^ 


I 


UITLK  riCTUIUAI. 


ReBeetioo-— God  doceaat  ask  great  sacrifices  frtimali; 
but  tu  His  goodnf!«s  Ho  gives  ua  all  sume  things  to  J* 
Doimn  or  to  wattvr  for  Hia,  and  it  b  by  oor  lofiiv  ■* 
miirioa  to  Hii  will  thit «« ibow  oundTM  to  be  (ftnlH* 

DMMtb«r  I9.-9T.  NEME8ION,  MUrtrr. 

IK  the  peneootion  ol  Deoius,  Nemesion,  an  Egrp'''^ 
wu  anmlwiided  «t  Alexuidri»  upon  an  indietaMrt 
for  theft    The  serruit  of  Christ  eadljolMred  bimMUrf 


that  charge,  but  wm  immediately  accused  of  being  a  Cbiis- 
tifin,  and  afler  being  somrgfrf  and  lomiented  more  th« 
tbp  thieves,  was  condemned  to  be  burnt  with  the  robbeis 
and  other  raalefaclora.  There  stood  at  the  same  time  near 
the  prefect's  tribunal  four  soldiers  and  another  person, 
who,  being  Christians,  boldly  encouraged  a  confessor  who 
was  hanjfing  on  the  rack.  They  were  taken  before  the 
judge,  who  condemned  them  to  be  beheaded,  but  was  as- 
tonished to  see  the  joy  with  which  they  walked  to  the  place 
of  execution.    Heron,  Ater,  and  Isidore,  all  Egj-piiaoa, 
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with  Dioecome,  a  jooth  only  fifteen  yean  old,  were  com- 
mitted at  Alexandria  in  the  same  persecntion.  After  en* 
daring  the  most  cruel  rending  and  disjointing  of  their 
limbe,  tliey  were  burnt  alive,  with  the  exception  of  Dios- 
oorus,  whom  the  judge  discharged  on  account  of  the 
teudernesii  of  his  years. 

Reflection. — Cnn  we  call  to  mind  the  fervor  of  the  Saints 
In  laboring  and  suffering  cheerful!;  for  God,  and  not  feel  a 
holy  ardor  glow  in  our  own  breasts,  and  our  souls  strongly 
affected  with  their  heroic  seatiments  of  virtue  t 


DMsmber  30.-ST.  PHILOQONIUS,  Bishop. 
pfT.    Philogosius  was  educated  for  the  law,  and  ap- 
J*-'    peared  at  the  bar  with  great  snccesa.    He  was  ad- 
mired for  his  eloquence,  but  still  more  for  bis  integrity  and 
the  sanctity  of  his  life.    This  was  considered  a  siiffiiiient 


jaotiro  for  dispeosing  with  tbo  canons,  ii^Au^i  woiiMft  wra» 
tiniB  spent  among  the  clergy  before  a  peTsott  \«  »6sm«r^ 
to  tbe  highest  eUtioa  in  the  ChuwAi.    'eta\n?.Q^^M*•  -«» 


K 
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plactMl  in  the  see  of  Antioch,  upon  ih«  dcatU  ot  Vlialu  ia 
818.  When  Arius  broached  his  blftsphemice  M  AleXBOdria 
in  81S,  ^t.  Alexauder  uouderaned  hitu,  and  seul  the  i 
tenco  in  a  synodul  letter  to  St.  Philo^iiiufi,  who  »ircitii- 
oiialy  dcftMided  the  Culliolic  fiiitb  before  the  lUaeinU;  sl 
the  Cimncil  of  >'ice.  In  the  storms  which  were  raised 
against  the  Charcb,  tiret  by  Muximin  II.  and  ftftemtntbf  * 
Lieinius,  St.  Philogonius  deserved  the  title  of  IVinrtawt; 
lie  died  in  the  jenr  392,  Ihe  fifth  of  bis  episcvpul  dimity. 

ReBection.— St.  Pbilo^iniufl  had  bo  perfeclljr  ronooimi 
the  world,  and  cracifieU  its  inordinate  desires  in  tiic  lu*l(, 
ttiai  lie  receired  in  ibis  life  the  earuesL  of  Oirufs  Apoi, 
ftdmitt«d  to  the  sacred  oonncil  of  the  liesTMil]' UoVt' 
and  hiid  free  aceess  tn  the  Almtefhty.  A  sout  nuBt  b 
learn  tin'  ti'.'iiU'uly  s^'irit,  itiid  be  \vi'|i  voi-si'ii  in  the  dwnia- 
tions  of  the  blessed,  tbat  liopes  to  reign  with  them  hen- 
after. 

December  21.— ST.  THOMAS,  Apottlo. 
CiT.  Thomas  \v;is  one  of  the  fishennen  on  the  Lake  of 
f^  Galilee  whom  Our  Lord  called  Ut  be  His  aposili* 
By  natnre  slow  to  believe,  loo  apt  tosee  difficulties,  and  to 
look  at  the  dark  side  of  things,  he  had  withal  a  most  svot' 
pathetic,  loving,  and  courageous  heart.  Once  when  Jesus 
8i)oke  of  tiie  mansions  in  His  Father's  liouae,  St.  Thomas. 
in  his  simplicity,  asked  :  "  Lord,  we  know  not  ivhithei 
Thou  goest,  and  how  can  we  know  the  way  ?"  When  Jesus 
turned  to  go  toward  Bethany  to  the  grave  of  Laxarus,  the 
desponding  apostle  at  once  feared  the  worst  for  his  beloved 
Lord,  yet  cried  out  bravely  to  the  rest :  "  Let  us  al.so  go 
and  die  with  Him."  After  the  Resurrection,  incredulity 
again  prevailed,  and  whilst  the  wounds  of  the  CTUuifi.xion 
were  imprinted  vividly  on  his  affectionate  mind,  he  would 
not  credit  the  report  that  Christ  bad  indeed  risen.  But  at 
the  actual  sight  of  the  pierced  hands  and  side,  and  the 


^-trntJe  rebuke  of  his  Saviour,  uiilwliof  wiw  gone  forovor ; 
>iid  fals  faith  anri  oun  han  over  triiiiuphcd  in  the  joyous 
'itMranco  into  vrhich  he  broku  :  "  My  I/inl  and  my  (Jod  1 " 


Reflectioa. — Cast  away  all  di»iiiicling  donhtti,  and  le^rn 
to  triumph  over  old  wcakneMies  an  81.  Thomiw  did,  who 
"by  his  ignoraDoe  hath  instructc<l  the  ignorant,  and  by 
hla  incredality  bath  Bcned  for  the  faith  of  nil  nfjes." 


Decsmbar  22.— ST.  ISCHYRIOH,  Martyr. 
*w'BCinrBlOS  waa  an  inferior  officer  who  attended  on  a 
v^  magistrate  of  a  certain  city  in  Egypt.  Hin  master 
csommanded  him  to  offer  aaeriricc  to  the  idols :  and  tM^caiiso 
be  refused  to  commit  that  sacril<-gc,  repniuched  him  with 
the  most  abusive  and  threatening  B|>c<!ehc3.  Ity  giving  way 
to  passion  and  sapeniition.  the  officer  at  length  worked 
himself  up  to  such  a  degree  of  frenzy  as  to  run  a  staico 
taito  the  bowels  of  the  meek  servant  of  Christ,  who,  by  his 
T,  attained  to  the  gXoi^  ol  Tnex^.'^'T&<sci. 


Reflection.— It  is  not  a  man's  condition,  but  virtoc,  HiA 
•an  make  him  truly  great  or  truly  happy.     n«ir  maaa 

■oev^r  a  person's  station  or  circumstances  may  be,  tliu  rosi 


to  iKiih  is  open  to  Ijim  ;  and  there  is  not  a  servant  or  slave 
wilt)  on^lit  not  to  bi'  enkindled  with  a  laudnble  ambition  of 
arrivinj;  al  this  greatness,  which  will  set  him  on  the  same 
level  with  the  ricii  and  the  moat  powerful. 


December  23.- ST.  SERVULUS. 

^(EuvrLrs  WHS  a  iwggar,  and  h.id  been  so  afflicted  with 
t~^  palsj'  from  his  infancy  that  he  was  never  able  to 
stand,  sit  upright,  lift  his  hand  to  lus  moulb,  or  turn  him- 
self from  one  sido  to  anothor.  His  mother  and  broiher 
carriod  him  into  the  porch  of  St.  Clement's  Church  at 
Rome,  where  he  lived  on  the  alms  of  those  that  passed  by. 
He  used  to  entreat  devout  jtersons  to  read  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures to  him,  which  he  heard  with  such  attention  as  to 
learn  them  by  heart.  His  time  he  consecrated  by  assidu- 
ously singing  hymns  of  praise  and  thanksgiving  to  God. 
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After  scvcml  yean  thus  spent,  his  dJAlemprr  having  seized 
hfB  vitals,  be  h\t  bis  eml  vma  drawing;  iiigh.  In  hi^  Inst 
moments  lie  desire<l  tlie  {uutT  nnd  pilKTinm.  wbo  liud  often 
shared  in  his  charity,  to  Ming  naett^l  hymns  and  psahn^  for 
bim.  While  he  joined  his  voict:  witli  thttirs,  he  on  a  sixl- 
dffn  cried  out :  "  Ailenco !  do  you  not  hoar  the  swoct 
melody  and  praise  whieli  resound  In  the  heavens  i "  Souu 
after  lie  apoko  these  wiinia  lie  expired,  and  his  soiil  wna 
eanied  by  anfccis  into  everlasting  bliss,  about  llie  year  590. 
Reflection.— The  whole  bvliavior  of  this  |)oor  sick  Ix'iqinr 
Imdly  oondemTis  those  who.  when  blesseil  witli  good  health 


and  a  pleiiiiful  l 
the  least  en  it 

Decembsr  24 ST.   DELPHINUS,  Bishop.— STS.  THRA- 

SILLA  and    EMILIANA,  Virgins. 
**-'  rm^  is  known  of  fi.  lH'l|ihinu3  before  his  elevntion 
•  '   ^     to  the  episcopate,     lie  a.«sistud  at  the  Council  of 
Baragvesa,  in  330,  in   which  the  PnsciWwimiX*  ■»'srt  «3a.- 


[MamuKit  31 

d«nw4.  rail  obn  at  the  CooBflil  af  Boideanx,  whidi  eon- 
(lemumi  tfae  mne  flcfaunwo^  He  bsptued  St.  Pudaim 
tB  IHH,  Hui  dM  Uoar.  in  leciinl  Mien,  rpixks  of  hini  m 


i'T^.  rNn.-iiTi  >  anJ  E.VIUANA  were  aunis  ot  St.  Givgory 
thi-  Hr-MT.  rb-t  I'v.ii  in  their  father's  hunse  as  nMiml  as 
111  a  mi'ri:i.-t..-ry.  f;ir  rvni''veil  fn>m  the  convorsaiioD  of  men; 
ami.  •>Kirini:  -itw  ;ir<'iiii?r  m  virtue  by  discourse  nnd  m- 
anipli\  i'-m  lu.iiie  nMiiiilfMhle  proirress  in  spiritual  life, 
TlinL-iilui  w^L*  tav.irwl  .ine  nitrht  with  n  vision  of  her  nude. 
Sc.  ¥-r.i\.  F'lp-.  who  >h''vc.-i  her  a  seat  prepared  for  her  in 
heiv--n.  .;(yin|i;:  ■■Cum-.':  1  will  r«*ive  J-hi  into  this  hiihi- 
tflii.in  .>f  hiriii."'  She  f.;ll  sicb  ..f  a  fev.-r  ihe  ne«  day. 
When  m  her  ag"tiT.  nith  her  eyes  lixeil  on  heaver,  i' he 
cri^  out  to  (host  tb.ii  were  [nvsent :  "I'epnrtl  make 
room!  Jesiis  is  coming."  So-^u  after  ibi-'s*"  wonls  sIii' 
breatbisi  out  her  pious  soul  into  the  hands  of  G-mI  oh  the 
Wth  ot  I>«wm\)et.      h.\B-s  *.ft.-;i.  uAVix  *«,  <t!$<^«red  to  her 
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sister  Emiluina,  and  inviteil  ber  to  celebrate  with  her  the 
Epiphany  ia  eternal  bliss.  Emiliana  fell  sick,  and  died  on 
the  8th  of  Jannary. 

Reflection. — We  may  often  think  the  BUBlerities  of  the 
Saints  are  beyond  our  strength ;  let  us,  then,  imitate  the 
guard  they  kept  over  their  tongue.  This  is  within  the 
reach  of  all. 


js^HE  world  had  subsisted  iib<Hit  four  thousand  yean 
^~-'  when  Jesus  Chrisi,  tlio  eternnl  Son  of  God,  having 
taken  human  fleeh  in  the  vomb  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  and 
being  made  man,  was  bom  of  her,  for  the  redemption  of 
mankind,  at  Bethlehem  of  Jndca.    Joseph  and  Mary  had 


come  up  to  Bethlehem  lo  be  enrolled,  and,  unable  to  find 
shelter  elsewhere,  they  t«ok  refuge  in  a  stable,  and  in  this 
lowly  place  Jesus  Christ  was  bom.  The  Blessed  Vlt^^ 
wn^ped  the  diriae  Infant  in  s«a&<Uio%-^^^Xiisfti  veA.'Si^ 


•1 

Old     I 

fon    J 
the    1 


Him  in  Ihe  mnnger.  Wliile  tbe  sensual  and  the  proud 
were  asleep,  an  ati}^!  aiipeared  to  sciiiie  poor  alie)ibtiidt. 
They  were  seised  villi  i^at  fear,  but  Uie  beaTenl;  luei- 
aengcr  saiil  to  ihemt  "  Fear  not :  for  beliold  I  bring  yoa 
good  ti'llDgs  of  exoeedirjg  great  joy,  ihul  sIihII  be  lo  nlltlie 
peopk'.  Forthiaday  isbom  to  you  a  Saviour,  Who  is  Christ 
the  Lord,  in  tbe  city  of  David.  And  this  sbnlt  bcKsignh) 
yon  :  yon  shall  And  tbe  Cliild  wmpped  Iti  Bwaddling-dnliM^; 
and  kid  iu  a  manger."  After  ttie  departure  of  ihe  angd; 
the  wondt-ring  shepherds  said  to  one  anottiur  ;  "Let  os; 
over  M  Bethlehem,  nnd  let  us  sen  thu  word  that  is  oome 
pB^.  which  tbe  Lord  hnth  shown  to  ua."  Tbey 
Ktcly  hastened  thithi?r,  and  found  Mury  and  Joseph, 
the  Infant  lying  in  the  manger.  Bowing  down  they  adontt 
Km,  and  then  returned  to  thdr  flocks,  glorifying 
'{raising  God. 

Reflection. — Our  Saviour  sanctified  our  fle«h  by  taking  tf  1 
on  IliNiscIf,  and  with  His  last  hmilh  Ht  comni.-iulcd  lis  to 
the  c.in-  of  His  Virgin  Mother.     Day  by  day  He  still  feeds 
us  at  the  ahar  wilh  the  food  of  incorruplion— His  body  and 
His  blowi. 


December  26.-ST.   STEPHEN,   First   Martyr. 

^^;^HERE  is  good  reiLSOu  to  believe  that  St.  Stephen  was  one 
^— '  of  the  seventy-trto  disciples  of  our  blessed  Lord. 
After  tlie  Aseonsiou  he  was  chosen  one  of  the  seven 
deacons.  Tbe  ministry  of  the  seven  was  very  fruitful ;  but 
Stephen  especially,  "  full  of  gi'ace  and  fortitude,  did  great 
wonders  and  signs  among  tbe  people."  Many  adversaries 
rose  np  to  dispute  with  him,  but  "they  were  not  able  to 
withstand  the  wisdom  and  the  spirit  that  spoke."  At 
length  he  was  brought  before  the  Sanhedrim,  charged,  like 
his  divine  Master,  with  blasphemy  against  Moses  and 
against  God.  He  boldly  upbraided  the  chief  priests  with 
their  hard-hearted  resistance  to  tbe  Holy  Ghost  and  with 
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the  murder  of  the  "Just  One."  They  were  stung  with 
anger,  and  gnashed  their  teeth  ngainst  him.  But  when, 
"  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost  and  looking  up  to  heaven,  he 
cried  out,  '  Behold,  I  see  the  heavens  opened  and  the  Son 
of  man  standing  at  the  right  hand  of  God,'  they  rushed 


Dixin  him,  and  dragging  him  forth  without  the  city,  they 
stoned  bim  to  death." 

Reflection.— If  ever  you  are  tempted  to  resentment,  pray 
(rem  your  heart  for  him  who  has  offended  you. 


Dac«mb»r  37.-ST.  JOHN,  Evangelist. 
CiT.  John,  the  youngest  of  the  apostles  in  age,  was 
t'~'  called  to  follow  Christ  on  the  bnnk.s  of  the  Jordan 
during  the  first  days  of  Our  Lord's  ministry.  He  was  one 
of  the  privileged  few  present  at  ihe  Transfiguration  and  the 
Agony  in  the  garden.  At  the  Last  Supper  his  head  rested 
on  the  bosom  of  Jesus,  and  in  the  hours  of  the  Passion, 
when  others  fled  or  denied  their  Master,  St,  Jotav  ^w;*.  \iav 


.  ^^  If  Aft  iM»  vt  JcMH..  mui  at  the  b0t  Hood  br  '^ 
f  anM  «M  liMT-  Pran  ibe  eraM  tbe  dying  6afte<u  "- 
Bla  HolbM-  to  tlb»  eu«  of  tfa»  UtUbI  i^Mal' 
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Decambcr  20.— THE  HOLY  INNOCENTS. 
''E^EROD,  whowfts  reigning  in  Judoa  at  t1i«  timo  i 
#^6  birth  of  Our  Saviour,  haviTin  ln!ar<l  ttiiil  tlic 
Hen  bad  come  from  the  Gnst  to  JcniMleni  in  Hearcli  < 
King  of  the  Jews,  was  trouble<l.  lie  callixl  loftcDK 
obiel  priefliB,  and  learning  that  Christ  vua  tii  bit  In 
Bethlehem,  ho  told  tlio  Wise  Men  :  "  When  ynu  linvo 
Him,  bring  me  wonl  ngnin,  that  I  also  may  mmn  niid 
Bim-"  But  G04I  having  warned  them  in  a  dream  1 
retom.  they  went  bock  lo  their  homos  another  wa) 
Joeepb,  too,  was  orderwl  in  his  sleeji  to  "  take  ihi' 
and  His  Mother  and  fly  into  Egypt."  When  llcnxl 
tbkt  the  Wise  Men  did  not  return,  he  was  fiirion* 
ordered  that  every  male  child  in  Bethlehem  and  ila  vj 


of  the  age  of  '.wo  :itid  under  should  he  slain.  These 
cent  victims  wer«  the  flowers  and  the  first-fruits  < 
martyrs,  and  triumphed  over  the  world,  nithout  ^ 
ever  kuowti  it  or  experienced  its  dangen. 
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Reflection.— How  fow  perLai>s  of  tln>si;  children,  it  they 
hnd  lived,  would  have  egcaped  the  dangers  ot  thcw)cM! 
What  snares,  wlial  sins,  what  miseries  wore  tliey  presened 
from  !  So  we  often  hiiuent  as  miitforluaes  many  nceiilcnts 
wliivti  in  tlie  designs  of  Heaven  are  the  greatest  nierei«. 


Decomber  39.-8T.  THOMAS  OF  CANTERBURY. 
j^T.  Thomas,  son  of  Giibi-rt  Becket,  was  iKirn  in  &iulli- 
^     wark.  Kngland.  a.d.  1117.     When  a  ymith  he  iras 
atlai'hi-i)  111  llie  household  of  Theoliald,  Arclibislioj)  of  Can- 


king  that  from  that  hour  their  frii'mUhi]*  woiih!  U-  |jn.ki.'ri. 
In  the  did  he  yielded,  ami  wa-i  n mseeraied.  The  I'onllict 
at  once  hmke  om  :  Si,  Thimian  n'sister!  llie  roval  ciiiHouis, 
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which  violated  the  liberties  of  the  Church  and  the  laws  of 
the  realm.  After  six  years  of  contention,  partly  spent  in 
ezDe,  St.  Thomas,  with  full  foresight  of  martyrdom  before 
him,  returned  as  a  good  shepherd  to  his  Church.  On  the 
Mth  of  December,  1170,  just  as  vespers  were  beginning, 
four  knights  broke  into  the  cathedral,  crying :  **  Where  is 
the  archbishop?  where  is  the  traitor?**  The  monks  fled, 
and  St.  Thomas  might  easily  have  escaped.  But  he  ad- 
Tanced,  saying  :  '*  Here  I  am — no  traitor,  but  archbishop. 
What  seek  you  ?  "  **  Your  life,"  they  cried.  **  Gladly  do  I 
give  it,"  was  the  reply  ;  and  bowing  his  head,  the  invinci- 
Ide  martyr  was  liaekcd  and  hewn  till  his  soul  went  to  God. 
Six  months  later  Henry  II.  submitted  to  be  publicly 
aoomged  at  the  Saint^s  shrine,  and  restored  to  the  Church 
her  fall  rights. 

Reflection.— '^  Learn  from  St.  Thomas,"  says  Father 
■eher,  **  to  fight  the  good  fight  even  to  the  shedding  of 
Iflood,  or,  to  what  men  find  harder,  the  shedding  of  their 
good  name  by  pouring  it  out  to  waste  on  the  earth." 

December  30. — ST.   8ABINU8,  Bishop,  and  his 
Companions,  (Martyrs. 

Vlg/HE  cruel  edicts  of  Diocletian  and  Maximin  against  the 
^^     Christians  being  published  in  the  year  303,  Sabinus, 
Bishop  of  Assisium,  and  several  of  his  clergy,  were  appre- 
hended and  kept  in  custody  till  Venustianus,  the  Governor 
of  Etruria  and  Umbria,  came  thither.     Upon  his  arrival  in 
that  city  he  caused  the  hands  of  Sabinus,  who  had  made  a 
glorious  confession  of  his  Faith  before  him,  to  be  cut  off ; 
and  his  two  deacons,  Marcellus  and  Exuperantius,  to  be 
scourged,  beaten  with  clubs,  and  torn  with  iron  nails,  under 
which  torments  they  both  expired.      Sabinus  is  said  to 
have  cured  a  blind  boy,  and  a  weakness  in  the  eyes  of 
Venustianus  himself,  who  was  thereupon  converted,  and 
afterward  beheaded  for  the  Faith.    L\xcva&^  ViSa  «vvR55R»sa«t^ 
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Cnm."  dwlrtred  hiniH-lt  (lin  jinitcrtitr  of  thi>  Clirintiiui 
and  biiilt  them  splcuiliil  dii>rcli<it.  At  iIiIn  Jiiiii'Iiiik  Hi 
TUter  was  electi-<l  to  tin-  cliiiir  <if  IVUT,  hihI  wim  lluin  il 
lint  of  tlie  Komiin  PontirTii  ri>  rtilu  llio  I1(>i>k  nf  I'lirM 
■Bcaritj  And  pcni.-i'.  llciinitlii-il  liy  (iKiM'liUwintiH  In  n<uv 
Om  discipline  of  tliu  Cliurcli,  ilihI  in  tw<i  Kr<'iii  i'<>iiti><i 
eoottrmed  her  eiuired  triitlm.  In  llix  Cniint'll  of  Arli-»  1 
oondemned  the  scliimii  nf  (ho  DnnuilNiH ;  iiml  in  ilini  < 
Kiuen,  the  first  c^ncml  Coiini'il  «r  lIu'  Cliiirch.  h<'  •Ini 
jlrfatifawi  irsdcarh-bhivrlty  ilti-1iu-in){  tliul  .Iimiik  (^hrinl 
the  tme  and  very  God.    SylvcHur  iliiMl  a.  it.  a:\rt. 


Reflection.— >>v<T  fur^-!  Ci  iliHTik  iWI  ihiily  for  ImvinK 
made  yf^n  a  memVier  f.f  Ilii  uri'lyiu^  (.'himli.  ;ii]'l  (;">* 
daily  in  your  attacbm'.ut,  'l»;v'>tion,  and  loyalty  l'>  tltu  \'i';ar 
of  Christ. 


LIVES  OF  THE  AMERICAN  SAINTS 

Placed  in  the  Proper  for  the  United  States 


AT  THB  SPECIAL  PmnOK  OF 


THE  THIRD  PLENARY  COUNCIL  OF  BALTUiORE. 


ST.  PHILIP  OF  JESUS,  Martyr,  Patron  of  the  City  of 

Mexico. 

^v^Hiup  DE  LAS  Casas  WHS  bom  in  the  city  of  Mexico, 
**—  where  his  parents  settled  after  setting  out  for  the 
New  World  from  Illescas  in  Spain.  They  were  earnest  in 
all  their  religious  duties  and  brought  up  their  family  piously, 
two  sons  entering  the  Augustinian  Order,  one  to  die  by  the 
hands  of  the  heathen.  Philip  at  first  showed  little  care  for 
the  pious  teaching  of  his  parents  and  the  example  of  his 
brothers,  but  at  last  he,  too,  resolved  to  forsake  the  world, 
and  entered  the  Reformed  Franciscan  Convent  of  Santa 
Barbara  at  Pueblo.  He  was  not  yet  weaned  from  the  world 
and  its  vanities,  and  soon  left  the  novitiate.  Grieved  at 
the  inconstancy  of  his  son,  Alonso  de  las  Casas  sent  him  to 
the  Philippine  Islands  with  a  large  stock  of  goods  and 
money  to  make  purchases.  In  vain  did  Philip  seek  to  sat- 
isfy his  heart  with  pleasure.  He  could  not  but  feel  that 
God  called  him  to  a  religious  life.    Gaining  courage  by 
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Nangasaki,  where  croBses  had  beeu  erected  on .  a  high 
hill  near  the  bay.  When  St.  Philip  was  led  to  that  on 
which  he  was  to  die,  he  knelt  down  and  clasped  it,  exclaim- 
ing :  *'  O  happy  ship  I  O  happy  galleon  for  Philip,  lost  for 
my  gain  I  Loss^no  loss  for  me,  but  the  greatest  of  all 
gain  I  "  He  was  bound  to  the  cross,  but  the  rest  under  him 
gave  way,  so  that  he  was  strangled  by  the  cords.  While 
repeating  the  holy  name  of  Jesus  he  was  the  first  of  the 
happy  band  to  receive  the  death-stroke,  a  lance  being  driven 
across  through  his  body  to  the  right  shoulder,  then  another 
to  the  left,  a  third  stroke  being  given  to  assure  his  death. 
The  Spanish  and  Japanese  Christians  who  witnessed  his 
triumph  caught  his  blood  in  their  hats  and  in  cloths  to 
preserve  as  relics.  Miracles  attested  the  power  before 
God  of  these  first  martyrs  of  Japan.  Pope  Urban  VIII. 
granted  permission  to  say  an  Office  and  Mass  in  their 
honor,  and  Pope  Pius  IX.  formally  canonized  them.  The 
devotion  to  St.  Philip  of  Jesus  in  his  native  city  and 
throughout  Mexico  has  always  been  very  great.  A  church 
and  a  convent  of  Capuchin  nuns  are  dedicated  to  him.  His 
feast  was  in  Spanish  times  kept  with  great  solemnity  in 
'New  Mexico,  Texas,  and  California,  and  a  settlement  in 
Arizona  bore  his  name. 

St.  Philip  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-five.  He  is  an  ex- 
ample to  encourage  those  who  falter  in  the  path  of  God's 
aeirice  ;  his  prayers  will  aid  those  who  are  tempted,  and 
enable  them  to  acquire  strength  to  recover  lost  ground 
and  go  on  with  renewed  courage  in  the  narrow  way  of  the 
cross.     His  feast  is  celebrated  February  5th. 

8T.  TURRIBIUS,  Archbishop  of  Lima. 

^s^UBBiBins  Alphonsus  Mogrobejo,  whose  feast  the 
^J  Church  honors  on  April  27th,  was  bom  on  the  6th  of 
November,  1588,  at  Mayorga  in  the  kingdom  of  Leon 
in  Spain.    Brought  up  in  a  pious  iaxDi\^  "viXi^t^  ^ib^^NskSs^ 


r<tf  Sari.     J»  a  Mfcwteiytopw 
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ttons  were  adopted  in  many  coantries.  St.  Turribius 
preached,  catechized,  and  confirmed  far  and  wide  ;  he  held 
diocesan  synotls,  and  encouraged  his  bishops  to  do  the 
same.  Almost  his  entire  reyennes  were  bestowed  on  his 
oreditors,  as  he  styled  the  poor,  and  he  bore  with  intrepid 
patience  the  vexatious  opposition  raised  to  many  of  his 
reforms,  maintaining  the  liberties  of  the  Church  with  apos- 
tolical courage.  While  discharging  with  zeal  his  duties  of 
priest  and  bishop,  he  was  seized  with  a  fatal  illness  during 
his  third  visitation,  and  died  on  the  23d  of  March  in  the 
year  1666,  at  Santa,  exclaiming,  as  he  received  the  sacred 
Viaticum  :  *'  I  rejoice<l  in  the  things  that  were  said  to  me  : 
*  We  shall  go  into  tFie  house  of  the  Lord.' " 

His  holy,  austere,  and  devoted  life  had  made  the  people 
regard  him  as  a  saint  and  a  constant  benefactor.  They  re- 
garded him  now  as  their  patron  in  heaven,  and  miracles 
rewarded  their  faith.  The  proofs  of  his  holy  life  and  of 
the  favors  grante<l  through  his  intercession  induced  Poi>e 
Innocent  XI.  to  beatify  him,  and  he  was  canonized  by  Voyie 
Benedict  XIII.  in  the  year  1726. 

Saint  Turribius  was  a  model  for  all  states — as  a  holy 
youth,  as  a  pious  and  zealous  layman,  «ns  a  great  and  ex- 
emplary bishop. 

ST.  FRANCIS  SOLANO. 

^s^HE  diocese  of  Cordova,  in  Spain,  was  the  birthplace  of 
^^  this  Saint,  who  won  many  thousands  of  souls  to  God. 
From  his  earliest  vears  he  was  characterized  bv  a  modest 
behavior,  prudent  silence,  and  e<lifying  meekness.  "While 
still  very  young  he  was  always  able  to  effect  a  reconcilia- 
tion between  the  most  bitter  enemies.  Once,  when  he  came 
upon  two  Spaniards  who  were  cnjragod  in  deadly  strife,  he 
threw  himself  between  them,  and  kneeling  down  prayed 
with  so  much  fervor  that  the  tierce  combatants  sheathed 
their  daggers  and  became  reconciled  to  one  another. 

His  education  was  intrusted  to  tbe  3e&\x\l  ^^.VXi^T&^XsQ^.        ^ 


CbMillwu  be  woold  {MSB  tt>e 
Ifbesj 
r  ftad  loTc,  b«  would  a; 
*h*eh  uf  a*  cui  sbow  Jesw 
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trembled  with  fear ;  but  not  so  the  zeiilouii  miH- 
He  alone  kept  np  his  hope  in  Ood*B  mercy.  Thus 
three  dreadful  days  were  passed,  until  at  Inst  the  captain 
awne  with  the  life-boat  and  all  were  taken  off  in  safety. 

The  missionary  did  not  confine  his  ministry  to  Lima. 
He  visited  the  forests  and  deserts  inhabiti^d  by  the  IndiaiiH, 
who  were  cruel  and  bloodthirsty  by  nature,  and  who  hatt^i 
the  Spaniards  because  they  had  oftentimes  been  cruelly 
treated  by  them. 

But  G(xl  protected  His  fearless  servant,  to  whom  He  hiul 
^ven  the  gifts  of  eloquence  and  power  over  wild  beasts. 
Lions.  1i;;ors,  and  snakes  oU'ved  him,  and  the  birds  iMirchcJ 
on  his  shoulders,  singing  with  him  the  praisiM  of  God.  Uy 
degrees  he  won  the  trust  of  tlie  Indians,  who  marvelled  ut 
lius  kindness ;  they  listened  to  his  instruction,  allowed  him 
to  baptize  them,  and  followed  him  as  grateful  ehildnjii  fol- 
low their  father. 

In  this  way  nine  thousand  Indians  were  eonvertinl,  mul 
everything  was  in  the  mcist  promising  condition  when  tho 
missionary  was  recalle<l  l)y  nn  ordifr  from  his  Su|HTiur  to 
Lima,  which  at  that  time  was  like  tho  gcitlless  city  of 
Kinive.  Francis  preached  with  great  effect  to  tho  hard- 
ened sinners.  He  carried  his  mission  every wiiere— in  tho 
public  streets,  into  the  shameless  theatres  and  gambling- 
dens,  where,  cross  in  hand,  he  frightene<l  the  evil-doers  by 
the  might  of  his  words,  which  echoed  like  the  trumpet- 
sounds  of  the  last  jud;^ment.  Tho  nnsult  of  his  labors  wa& 
that  the  whole  city  became  converted. 

He  wrought  many  miracles  on  the  sick  and  sorrowful^ 
but  was  in  himself  the  greatest  miracle  of  all.  Ever  busy^ 
humble,  joyful,  and  never  uttering  a  single  useless  word, 
in  his  leisure  time  he  composed  songs  to  the  Christ-child 
and  His  blessed  Mother,  and  sung  them,  to  the  accompani- 
ment of  his  violin,  so  sweetly  that  his  hearers  were  en- 
raptured. 

His  love  of  his  neighbor  was  unboxmi^ef^    ^^^  \i<^^^c 


tboQght  eril  of  an;  one,  and  put  a  good  const rnction  ib 
Vivry  ncFtion,  eTcn  when  peTstvuted,  cftlamniated,  and  held 
in  «VKpkiD?i  by  his  religions  brethren. 

The  proverb,  "  As  our  life  is,  so  shall  be  our  doath,"  ira> 
fnllill^  in  Pmncia'  case.  Id  his  last  painful  sicklies  b< 
prajed  thus:  "0  Jesos  I  how  do  I  deserTe  such  grace' 
Thou  nen  nailed  to  the  cross,  and  I  am  sermt  by  m; 
brethren;  Thou  wen  stripped  of  Thy  clothes,  and  I  sm 
well  i-overed  ;  Thou  didst  receive  blon-s,  and  I  onlj-  re«:M 
good  things,  O  my  God." 

His  last  words  were,  "  Gnd  bo  praised  !  "  afier  uttenog 
which  his  soul  departed  this  earth  on  July  14,  IfllO.  His 
lemains  were  liooored  by  a  grand  funeral,  and  he  wss  de- 
elared  BUnsed  by  Pope  Clement  X.  in  1875.  aud  canoniad 
by  Benedict  Xlli.  in  1736.  St.  Francis'  feast  is  held  Jnlj 
24ih. 
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